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LEES-MCRAE COLLEGE CELE-
BRATES ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, today, Sep-
tember 26, 2000 marks the one-hundredth an-
niversary of Lees-McRae College in Banner
Elk, North Carolina. This is a significant day,
not just for the college, but for the entire re-
gion and, indeed, for the country. Located in
the Blue Ridge Mountains, Lees-McRae has
its roots in the desire of the Reverend Edgar
Tufts, its founder, to bring literacy to the area.
The history of Lees-McRae is a century of
service to the educational and spiritual needs
of the region. The college’s commitment to
being an integral part of the larger community
is summed up in its motto, ‘‘In the mountains,
of the mountain, for the mountains.’’

Because of its hundred-year commitment to
values-centered education, and a century of
success in preparing young people for lives of
leadership and service, Lees-McRae College
has made a significant contribution to the Na-
tion. Its graduates are in all walks of life, put-
ting into practice the values and lessons they
learned at Lees-McRae.

Lees-McRae College is an institution of
which the entire United States can be proud.
We honor its centennial as it celebrates the vi-
sion and accomplishments of its founder, the
Reverend Edgar Tufts. With pride and grati-
tude we wish the college a second century of
success.
f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARY JEAN
LETENDRE

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Mary
Jean LeTendre, Director of Compensatory
Programs at the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. I recently learned that Mary Jean plans
to retire in January 2001. Her departure will be
a great loss for the Department of Education
and for those programs that have benefited
from her guidance during her years of service.

For the past 15 years, Mary Jean has been
the director of the $8.5 billion Title I program.
Managing this program is an enormous task
for anyone, but Mary Jean has worked against
overwhelming odds to ensure the program ac-
tually does help close the achievement gap
that currently exists in our nation’s schools.
She has been particularly instrumental in en-
suring that early childhood services are pro-
vided to disadvantaged at-risk youngsters in
an effort to make sure they are ‘‘reading
ready’’ when they reach first grade. When this
happens, many of these children excel, enjoy
learning, and do not fall behind.

Mary Jean’s most important concern was
first and always helping disadvantaged chil-
dren get a piece of the American dream. She
has also been a true advocate for some of our
country’s most at-risk children, including
homeless children and those in facilities for
neglected and delinquent children and youth.

But, Mr. Speaker, Mary Jean’s greatest ac-
complishments have been in the area of family
literacy. In 1988, Congress enacted the Even
Start Family Literacy Program, based on legis-
lation I introduced in the House of Represent-
atives.

My greatest concern was that Even Start
would not work if it was not properly adminis-
tered and someone was not there ensuring
that program requirements were met at the
local level. But I should not have worried.
Mary Jean was there every step of the way to
make sure that each and every program in-
cluded all of the core components: adult edu-
cation, age appropriate education for partici-
pating children, parent and child together time,
and assistance to help parents become their
child’s first and most important teacher.

As a result, Even Start has helped thou-
sands of families to end cycles of illiteracy and
become productive members of society. With
Mary Jean’s hard work and guidance, my
dream of a literate society may yet become a
reality. Her legacy will be the numerous chil-
dren and families who have benefited from her
efforts to ensure that participants receive a
high quality education.

Mr. Speaker, I have never met a more dedi-
cated and knowledgeable career government
official than Mary Jean LeTendre. Our nation’s
children have benefited greatly under her care.
She will truly be missed.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DANIEL
PATRICK MOYNIHAN

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 19, 2000

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a faithful and dedicated
public servant, the distinguished senior Sen-
ator from New York, Senator DANIEL PATRICK
MOYNIHAN. Senator MOYNIHAN has served the
people of New York in the United States Sen-
ate for nearly a quarter century. However, his
long list of achievements in public service
began over 50 years ago.

In those 50 plus years, Senator MOYNIHAN
has been both soldier and ambassador, author
and teacher, and legislator and diplomat. Very
few Americans serve their country and their
fellow citizens with the range of knowledge
and experience Senator MOYNIHAN has dem-
onstrated. We in Congress are privileged to
call him our colleague.

Among Senator MOYNIHAN’s most important
roles has been that of advocate for peace in
Northern Ireland. Drawing on his extensive for-

eign policy experience as both ambassador to
India and United States Representative to the
United Nations, Senator MOYNIHAN called for a
peaceful resolution of tensions in Northern Ire-
land and helped guide the negotiations that
have today resulted in decreased bloodshed,
decreased violence, and greater under-
standing there.

Senator MOYNIHAN has also earned the dis-
tinction of being the only American in history
to serve in the Executive Branch in four suc-
cessive administrations, both Republican and
Democrat. He has dedicated his service not to
partisanship, but to people; not to party, but to
peace. The people of New York recognize him
for fighting tirelessly for their rights, including
better education and better healthcare. His
colleagues recognize him for fighting for his
principles.

I join my colleagues in thanking Senator
MOYNIHAN for his valuable service. We will not
soon forget the example he set.

f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DANIEL
PATRICK MOYNIHAN

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I
was unable to join with my colleagues from
New York last Tuesday in honoring one of the
greatest Senators this nation has known, PAT
MOYNIHAN. I welcome the opportunity to add
my voice to the chorus singing in praise of the
Senator and his equally amazing wife, Liz.

PAT, you have enlightened millions as an
author, educated thousands as a professor,
impressed hundreds of diplomats as a states-
man, awed your colleagues as a legislator,
counseled four Presidents as a scholar, raised
three children as a father, and enjoyed 44
years as husband to Liz. What an extraor-
dinary life.

Thank you for your tireless work to protect
the environment, to improve our infrastructure,
to make welfare work for the people, to save
Social Security for future generations, and to
promote peace and democracy throughout the
world. You did all of this while managing to
evade the crippling grasp of partisanship by
using the strength and power of ideas.

Thank you on behalf of the residents of the
Capital Region, the people of the State of New
York, the citizens of America, and the commu-
nity of nations.

Enjoy your retirement. It is well deserved.
And as all good friends say at particularly
grueling moments of departure, ‘‘Promise
you’ll keep in touch.’’ PAT, it’s not just that the
nation wants to hear from you—it needs to
hear from you.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 06:51 Sep 28, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27SE8.000 pfrm04 PsN: E27PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1600 September 27, 2000
INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION

TO NAME THE UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE IN SEATTLE,
WASHINGTON, IN HONOR OF CON-
GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR
RECIPIENT PFC. WILLIAM K.
NAKAMURA

HON. JIM McDERMOTT
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, today, I in-
troduce legislation to name the United States
Courthouse in Seattle, Washington, as the
‘‘William Kenzo Nakamura United States
Courthouse’’ in honor of Congressional Medal
of Honor recipient Pfc. William K. Nakamura.

William K. Nakamura was born and raised
in an area of Seattle that used to be known as
‘‘Japantown.’’ In 1942, while attending the Uni-
versity of Washington, William K. Nakamura,
his family, and 110,000 other Japanese Ameri-
cans were forcibly relocated to federal intern-
ment camps. While living at the Minidoka Re-
location Center in Idaho, Nakamura and his
brothers chose to prove their patriotism by en-
listing in the United States Army. William K.
Nakamura was assigned to the serve with the
442nd Regimental Combat Team. The coura-
geous service of this unit during World War II
made it one of the most decorated in the his-
tory of our nation’s military.

William K. Nakamura distinguished himself
by extraordinary heroism in action on July 4,
1944, near Castellina, Italy. As Pfc.
Nakamura’s platoon approached Castellina, it
came under heavy enemy fire. Acting on his
own initiative, Pfc. Nakamura crawled within
15 yards of the enemy’s machine gun nest
and used four hand grenades to neutralize the
enemy fire which allowed his platoon to con-
tinue its advance. Pfc. Nakamura’s company
was later ordered to withdraw from the crest of
a hill. Rather than retreat with his platoon, Pfc.
Nakamura took a position to cover the pla-
toon’s withdrawal. As his platoon moved to-
ward safety they suddenly became pinned
down by machine gun fire. Pfc. Nakamura
crawled toward the enemy’s position and ac-
curately fired upon the machine gunners, al-
lowing his platoon time to withdraw to safety.
It was during this heroic stand that Pfc.
Nakamura lost his life to enemy sniper fire.

Pfc. Nakamura’s commanding officer nomi-
nated him for the Medal of Honor but the ra-
cial climate of the time prevented him, as well
as other soldiers of color, from receiving the
nation’s highest honor. In the spring of this
year, 56 years after he made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his country, William Kenzo Nakamura
was awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor.

Designating the United States Courthouse in
Seattle in Pfc. Nakamura’s name is a fitting
way to acknowledge the memory of a true
American hero, who for so many years was
denied the honor he so justly deserved. Mr.
Speaker, the legislation I introduce today is
broadly supported by veterans’ service organi-
zations and elected officials in the Pacific
Northwest. I urge speedy passage of this bill.

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST VET-
ERANS DAY OF THE 21ST CEN-
TURY

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, today I ex-
press the sense that special recognition
should be given to the observance of Veterans
Day on November 11, 2000, the first Veterans
Day of the 21st Century. As we enter this new
millennium, it is important to preserve the
memory of our Nation’s veterans and to teach
the next generations of their sacrifices. Our
veterans are responsible for securing and pre-
serving the freedom that all Americans now
enjoy.

This first Veterans Day of the 21st Century
offers all Americans a special chance to rec-
ognize the contributions of our veterans in de-
fending freedom and democracy. It is also an
appropriate occasion to make a much greater
effort to educate our country’s children on the
contributions of veterans in defending the free-
doms the Nation enjoys so that the memory of
those contributions will be preserved through-
out the 21st Century. I believe children
throughout the Nation would benefit from edu-
cation that places greater emphasis on the
Armed Services’ role in shaping the history of
the United States.

It is extremely important for us to remember
the more than 700,000 brave Americans who
sacrificed their lives while serving this nation
so that America’s children may continue to live
in a country founded on the principles of free-
dom, justice, and democracy. Veterans Day
also affords us the opportunity to thank the
more than 25,000,000 veterans currently living
in the United States. It is important for them to
know that our country is grateful for their serv-
ice.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the first Veterans Day of the 21st Century.
Also, join me in thanking the veterans who
sacrificed so much to protect our way of life.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF MRS. CLARE M.
ALBOM

HON. SAM GEJDENSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, today I
congratulate Mrs. Clare M. Albom upon her re-
tirement as Director of the Senior Center in
Vernon, Connecticut. Serving more than 18
years as Director, Mrs. Albom has proven to
be a tremendous asset for seniors in Vernon.

Mrs. Albom is a highly regarded member of
the community. Since accepting the position
as consultant for the Vernon Senior Center 18
years ago, Mrs. Albom has helped build it into
one of the top centers for senior citizens in the
State of Connecticut. During her tenure, Mrs.
Albom supervised a comprehensive physical
renovation project to further improve the Cen-
ter. Mrs. Albom is also responsible for creating
a unique and effective organizational structure
for the Center with help from part-time staff,
volunteers and senior citizens. Mrs. Albom

worked to establish important programs to
help senior citizens in Vernon with a wide
range of issues, including assistance with the
ConnPace prescription drug program, Medi-
care, income taxes, rental assistance and
recreation arrangements.

In her time away from the center, Mrs.
Albom contributes a weekly column for senior
citizens in the Saturday edition of the Journal
Inquirer. Mrs. Albom is also a former teacher
in the Vernon school system and a devoted
wife and mother. Mrs. Albom’s biggest influ-
ence on the Vernon community has been her
solid commitment to the Town as a whole and,
more specifically, to the Senior Center to
which she has dedicated the past 18 years of
her life and, even today, finds difficult to leave.

Mr. Speaker, I join residents from Vernon in
commending Mrs. Clare M. Albom on her su-
perb tenure at the Vernon Senior Center. She
is a kind, selfless, special person and an ex-
ample for all.
f

VIEWPOINTS OF WALKER F.
RUCKER

HON. HOWARD COBLE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, Walker F. Rucker

of Greensboro, North Carolina, is a veteran of
the Second World War, a lay historian, and a
man unafraid to speak his mind. Along with 38
other veterans from the Greensboro area, Mr.
Rucker wishes to have his thoughts on the
conduct of the President recorded for pos-
terity.

Mr. Rucker has written and spoken elo-
quently of the sacrifices which his generation
has made on behalf of our Republic. In light
of their contributions, and those of preceding
generations, these men are disturbed by the
President’s conduct during his two terms in of-
fice, which they believe manifests a basic dis-
respect for the values which they hold in such
high regard. They are especially appalled by
the events in the White House and elsewhere
that led to the President’s impeachment; and
further object to his fund-raising tactics, his
motivations for shaping certain foreign policy
scenarios, his posture toward and treatment of
our military, and a seeming disinterest in the
imperative to adhere to the rule of law.

Mr. Speaker, I have paraphrased Mr.
Rucker’s views at this point. Anyone who
knows him can fully appreciate his passion for
a cause, his command of the King’s English,
and his sense of history. Accordingly, I
thought it also appropriate to quote from a pe-
tition which he has circulated on this subject.
Mr. Rucker notes that historical precedents
teach us that external forces do not fell great
Republics such as ours; they implode from
within. To invoke Mr. Rucker verbatim:

‘‘The Tree of Liberty has never been top-
pled by an external whirlwind. Rather, in the
past it has perished because a vine which
grows in its shadow and under its protection
eventually smothers it. In nature this is the
work of the strangler fig; in Government,
this is the work of Corrupt Political Adven-
turers. Republics are a tenuous form of Gov-
ernment. Their demise does not come about
by a single seismic political event, but rath-
er is initiated by an unchallenged violation
of its Founding Precepts. Thus the first suc-
cessful violation of a State’s Tenants of
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Faith begins the inevitable Decline and Fall
of that State. Thus: (1) ‘‘Democratic Athens
did not fail because of the annihilation of its
fleet in 404 B.C. by Sparta. Rather a genera-
tion earlier Alcibides, when summoned to
appear in Athens to explain the Syracuse De-
bacle, deserted first to Sparta and later to
Persia. (2) ‘‘Republican Rome fell, not be-
cause Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon, but
because a score of years earlier Sulla vio-
lated the Roman Constitution by leading
seven renegade legions into the defenseless
city. (3) ‘‘The First Republic of France suc-
cumbed to Bonapartism because a decade
earlier the ‘‘Incorruptible’’ Assembly was re-
placed by the Corrupt Directorate.

‘‘Some 162 years ago, a 28-year-old fron-
tiersman who became our 16th President
foresaw such a challenge to our nation’s
foundation and told us how to respond:

At what point shall we expect the approach
of danger? By what means shall we fortify
against it? Shall we expect some trans-
atlantic military giant to step the ocean and
crush us at a blow? Never! All the armies in
Europe, Asia, and Africa combined, with all
the treasures of the earth (our own excepted)
in their military chest; with a Bonaparte for
a commander could not by force take a drink
from the Ohio, or make a track on the Blue
Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years. At what
point then is the approach of danger to be
expected? I answer, if it ever reaches us, it
must spring up amongst us. It cannot come
from abroad. If destruction be our lot, we
must ourselves be its author and finisher. As
a nation of free men we must live through all
time or die by suicide. The question recurs,
‘‘How shall we fortify against it?’’ The an-
swer is simple. Let every American, every
lover of liberty, every well wisher of this
posterity, swear by the blood of the (Amer-
ican) Revolution never to violate the least
particular, the laws of the country, and
never tolerate their violation by others.—
(Abraham Lincoln, The Perpetuation of Our
Political Institution, Springfield Lyceum,
January 27, 1838.)’’

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Rucker and his colleagues
believe that the President should resign prior
to January 3, 2001, in deference to their be-
liefs and reading of American history. I believe
that this is an old war that distracted the Con-
gress from its business and the nation from its
tranquility. Given the President’s trans-
gressions, however, it had to be fought, and
as a result the President became the second
man to be impeached by the House of Rep-
resentatives. I do not wish to fight this war
again, but I have enough respect for Walker
Rucker and like-minded men to submit their
views on this unfortunate subject in our na-
tion’s history for inclusion in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. PAULINE F.
SMITH

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000
Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to honor one of my very special constituents,
Mrs. Pauline F. Smith, of Allentown, Georgia
as she prepares to celebrate her 78th birth-
day. It gives me great pleasure to not only
wish her a happy birthday, but also to com-
mend her for her outstanding service to her
community and country.

Mrs. Smith, a life long Georgian, was born
on October 2, 1922 in Tate, Georgia. Although

Mrs. Smith’s life accomplishments are too vast
and rich to fully recount here, highlights dem-
onstrate that Mrs. Smith has enriched and
touched the lives of many through her commit-
ment to, and love for, her family, community,
and country.

Mrs. Smith was married in 1944 to Mr. Lon-
nie Smith Jr. and moved to Allentown, Georgia
where they raised two children, Sandra and
Denise. Beyond her role as loving wife and
mother, however, Mrs. Smith has played and
continues to play a significant role in her com-
munity and in her church, the Allentown Meth-
odist Church.

Mrs. Smith’s record of public service is also
remarkable, both for its length and quality. In
various capacities, from her work in the selec-
tive service office to her many years of service
at Robins Air Force Base, Mrs. Smith self-
lessly served her country for 33 years, 3
months, and 3 days.

Therefore, in recognition of her tremendous
service and in honor of her birthday, I am
happy, Mr. Speaker, to rise today and Join
Mrs. Smith’s family and friends in wishing her
a very happy 78th birthday, and in wishing her
many more happy and healthy birthdays
ahead.
f

DEATH OF SETH FOTI

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Diplomatic
Courier Service, U.S. Department of State,
lost one of its own on August 23, 2000. Mr.
Seth Foti, age 31, lost his life while serving his
nation in the line of duty in the Persian Gulf.
Seth was one of 143 passengers aboard the
Gulf Air flight that crashed in Bahrain on Au-
gust 23rd. Our thoughts and prayers go out to
the entire Foti family. Seth is survived by his
wife Anisha, his father Dominic Foti, his moth-
er Deyann Davis, and step-father Maxwell
Davis.

The U.S. Diplomatic Couriers face hardship
on a daily basis. Not everyone is qualified for
such a highly-sought-after position in public
service. Just a few of the challenges with
which couriers contend, include constant trav-
el, traversing several time zones, long hours,
solitary travel and flight delays. U.S. Diplo-
matic Couriers are integral in the work of the
Foreign Service. These men and women de-
liver documents and materials that are vital to
U.S. interest and foreign policy goals. It can
be dangerous.

The tragic loss of Mr. Foti, the sixth courier
killed in the service’s 82 year history, reminds
us all of the bravery and commitment associ-
ated with our Diplomatic Couriers.

Seth was one of the new breed of couriers
who recently joined the Diplomatic Courier
Service in April 1999. He was a young, bright,
energetic man who was willing to accept the
dangers associated with a career in the U.S.
Diplomatic Courier Service. Seth’s supervisor,
Mike Meeker, stated the following, ‘‘Seth Foti
was such a dedicated colleague, professional
in every respect. His professionalism was un-
matched. He knew how to negotiate his way
through the most difficult of airports. Always
cheerful, charismatic and well respected by his
fellow couriers and those who served with him

at our embassy in Bahrain. He loved his par-
ents and step-dad and was so excited about
his recent marriage to Anisha.’’

As Chairman of the House International Re-
lations Committee, I want to extend my sin-
cere condolences to the Foti family and the
U.S. Diplomatic Courier Service family. Seth
was a true public servant of the people who
gave the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
I thank him. The extensive amount of travel is
an inherent risk and danger associated with
the demanding job of a U.S. Diplomatic Cou-
rier. I salute the bravery and commitment that
these fine men and woman demonstrate on a
daily basis for the U.S. Department of State
and the American people.
f

FREDERICK L. DEWBERRY, JR.
POST OFFICE BUILDING

SPEECH OF

HON. CHAKA FATTAH
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2000

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, as the Ranking
member of the Subcommittee on the Postal
Service, I am pleased to join my Government
Reform Committee colleague, Congress-
woman JUDY BIGGERT (R–IL) in the consider-
ation of H.R. 4451. H.R. 4451, which des-
ignates a United States Post Office after
‘‘Frederick L. Dewberry, Jr.’’, was introduced
by my good friend and committee colleague,
Representative ELIJAH CUMMINGS (D–MD), on
May 15, 2000.

Mr. Frederick L. Dewberry, Jr. was born and
raised in Baltimore City. He is a graduate of
Loyola College and received a law degree
from the University of Baltimore. A dedicated
and distinguished World War II veteran, Lieu-
tenant Dewberry served in the U.S. Navy,
working as a sonar operator on submarines.
Returning to Maryland, Mr. Dewberry held the
very important post of Chairman of the Balti-
more County Council from 1964 to 1966. From
1979 to 1984, Frederick Dewberry was the
Deputy Secretary of the Maryland Department
of Transportation. He passed 10 years ago, on
July 9, 1990.

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift adoption of this
measure and commend my colleague, Con-
gressman CUMMINGS for seeking to honor
Frederick L. Dewberry—a veteran and true
public servant.
f

REGARDING THE BENEFICIARY IM-
PROVEMENT AND PROTECTION
ACT OF 2000

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join my colleagues on the Commerce Com-
mittee in introducing the Beneficiary Improve-
ment and Protection Act of 2000. 1 want to
commend Chairmen BLILEY and BILIRAKIS, as
well as Ranking Democratic Members DINGELL
and BROWN for putting together a Commerce
Committee initiative to repair some of the
damage wrought by the Balanced Budget Act
of 1997. 1 commend them because Members
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of the Commerce Committee were shut out of
this process last year and the year before
while our Medicare and Medicaid providers
were hemorrhaging and Medicare bene-
ficiaries across the country were suffering. The
legislation we are introducing today addresses
some of the most critical problems with the
Balanced Budget Act, but this $21 billion pack-
age, like last year’s $16 billion package, is
woefully inadequate.

I want to thank Chairman BLILEY and Rep.
DINGELL for working with me to include a pro-
vision of great importance to me, a clarification
of the homebound definition for the purpose of
permitting people afflicted with Alzheimer’s
Disease to leave the home in order to receive
adult day care. This is an important amend-
ment that will make a real difference in the
lives of Alzheimer’s patients and their family
caregivers. However, we need to do even
more to help all people who are homebound.
It’s not only homebound Alzheimer’s patients
in need of adult day care. In addition, I believe
all Medicare beneficiaries who are classified
as homebound should be able to get out of
their homes to attend religious services or
once-in-a-lifetime events like the wedding of a
granddaughter or the graduation of a grand-
son.

Mr. Speaker, three years ago, Congress
passed the so-called ‘‘Balanced Budget Act’’
claiming it would cut $115 billion from Medi-
care and $12 billion from Medicaid. Mr.
Speaker, that $115 billion figure has become
the Energizer Bunny of Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) estimates, it keeps growing and
growing and growing. CBOs most recent esti-
mate from July 2000 shows that Medicare cuts
now total $230 billion. Medicare spending in-
creased by just 1.5% in FY98, it actually went
down 1% in FY99, and it remained flat in
FY2000, increasing by just 1.5%

And by some mystery Mr. Speaker, just as
the amount cut from the Medicare program
keeps growing, so too does the Budget sur-
plus. The people in my district have watched
in horror as local institutions—community hos-
pitals and home health agencies—have closed
their doors for good—a scene I’m sure has
played out in many congressional district
around the country.

Hospitals in Massachusetts will lose $1.7
billion because of the BBA. My hometown
hospital, the Malden Hospital is now an out-
patient surgical center, a far cry from the fall-
service hospital of my youth. The nearby Bos-
ton Regional Medical Center in Stoneham has
closed. The Symmes Hospital in Arlington is
closing. Others in my district are on life sup-
port. Home health agencies throughout my
state have been decimated and devastated.
Nursing homes are hurting as well.

Mr. Speaker, in this era of unprecedented
surplus, we should be restoring $40-50 billion
over the next five years and $80-100 billion
over the next ten to the Medicare and Med-
icaid programs. It would be a refund of the
amount we overcharged seniors in the BBA.
Congress put a $115 billion price tag on BBA,
but when seniors came to the register, they
were charged over $200 billion — and we owe
them a refund. I don’t think that’s too much to
ask for our seniors, for the men and women
who built this country. The surplus we enjoy
today has been generated in large part by
these Medicare cuts that have harmed sen-
iors. I believe we should give this senior sur-
plus back to the seniors, back to the programs
that pay for their health care.

I am pleased that the Commerce Committee
has produced a bill that deals with some of
the most critical aspects of the BBA cuts.
However, I am hopeful that as we move for-
ward in the few remaining weeks of this ses-
sion, that we will increase the price tag for this
giveback package—$21 billion is not going to
get the job done.
f

CONGRATULATING MONTGOMERY
COUNTY VETERANS OF THE NOR-
MANDY INVASION

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to

honor and congratulate the Montgomery
County, Maryland veterans who participated in
the Invasion of Normandy during World War II.
Many of the veterans who took part in that
courageous assault have never before been
recognized for their valor. This evening, I will
be handing out medals at American Legion
Post #268 in Wheaton, Maryland that sym-
bolize our district and our country’s thanks for
their heroism on the beaches of Normandy.

Over 56 years ago, the greatest seaborne
invasion the world had ever seen commenced
on June 6, 1944. The German army had es-
tablished a strong line of defense, and Allied
forces took heavy losses but their determina-
tion and valor enabled these soldiers to per-
severe under the most harrowing conditions.
For the next 87 days, soldiers from Mont-
gomery County, Maryland joined forces with
our allies to expel the Nazi occupiers and lib-
erate Europe.

Their supreme efforts ultimately destroyed
Nazi Germany and paved the way for democ-
racy and freedom to spread throughout Eu-
rope and the world. Their success did not
come without a price. Over 9,300 men includ-
ing 33 pairs of brothers and a father and son
lost their lives in the Normandy invasion.
These soldiers never knew what their service
meant to America and the rest of the world.
They never saw America become the pros-
perous country that has championed the no-
tions of liberty, democracy, and equality. They
never had the opportunity to see a world that
has departed from the factionalism and dis-
trust that marred the 20th century’s first fifty
years. But their service is not forgotten. The
medal that I am presenting today is a re-
minder that the people who you fought for re-
member your sacrifice and the sacrifice of
those that did not return from Europe.

The citizens of Normandy had this medal
struck to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the invasion. The Medal of the Jubilee of
Liberty was originally presented to the vet-
erans that were able to return for the 1994
ceremony. Many of the soldiers who fought
there were unable to attend, and so the peo-
ple of Normandy allowed these medals to be
given out in an appropriate ceremony. Today,
we honor the Montgomery County veterans
that were instrumental in securing our free-
dom. Their actions not only made America the
leader of the free world but demonstrated the
fortitude of democratic nations in surmounting
evil and tyranny and establishing peace
throughout the world.

Those being recognized this evening are
Nicholas Caime, Mortimer Caplin, George

Copley, Norman Creel, Louis Davids, Donald
Foor, David Goldberg, Albert Gruber, John D.
Fitzgerald, John Hardy, Peter Hayes, Roy
Hickman, Robert Higgins, Cornelius Holden,
Paul Lamb, Elroy Lovett, Thomas McDermitt,
Howard J. Moore, William Perryman, Alvin
Reiner, Philip Shepsle, Ira Shoemaker, John
Smith, Peter Violante, and Norbert Young.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I was detained
in my district due to inclement weather yester-
day and was not able to vote on rollcall No.
487. Had I been present I would have voted
‘‘yes’’ on this vote.
f

VETERANS’ FAMILY FARM
PRESERVATION ACT

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, on September 25,
2000, I introduced H.R. 5271, the ‘‘Veterans’
Family Farm Preservation Act’’, to make it
possible for more wartime veterans and their
survivors to qualify for pension benefits from
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) with-
out being forced to sell their family farms and
ranches. This legislation will also benefit low-
income veterans who seek to obtain health
care from VA.

The productivity of America’s family farms is
undisputed. Family farms and ranches feed
our Nation. Family members and unpaid work-
ers account for 70% of farm labor in the
United States. While America’s family farmers
and ranchers are unmatched in their produc-
tivity, they have little or no control over many
factors which determine the economic results
of their labor.

Veterans who have gone in harm’s way and
placed their lives on the line by serving our
nation in the Armed Forces should not be
asked to relinquish their family farm in order to
qualify for veterans’ benefits. Unfortunately,
that is what is occurring today. The Veterans’
Family Farm Preservation Act addresses this
problem.

Pension benefits administered by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) are payable
to wartime veterans who are totally and per-
manently disabled due to a non-service con-
nected medical condition. A small, but impor-
tant number of these disabled wartime vet-
erans own family farms or ranches, which pro-
vide the livelihood for their families. Most fam-
ily farms in the United States are very small.
Over 75% of family farms have less than
$50,000 in gross annual sales. After deduc-
tions for costs of operating the farm or ranch,
the net income of the family farmer is much
lower. Farmers receive an average of 20 cents
for every dollar of produce sold. In 1995, the
average net farm income for very small farms
was $510. The average net family income for
small farms with gross sales between $50,000
and $250,000 averaged $14,335. Clearly most
family farmers have modest annual income.
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In determining eligibility for pension benefits,

VA is required to consider not only the family
income, but also the family’s ‘‘net worth.’’ Cur-
rently, unless VA determines that the land can
be sold at ‘‘no substantial sacrifice’’, the value
of farm and ranch land is included in deter-
mining net worth. Some veteran farmers are
‘‘land rich.’’ While having little or no liquid as-
sets, the value of their land makes their ‘‘net
worth’’ appear larger on paper.

On May 25, 2000, Senator GRASSLEY and I
wrote to VA’s Under Secretary for Benefits,
Joseph Thompson, requesting that he recog-
nize the unique nature of a family farm and
take immediate steps to address the need for
a fair evaluation of the eligibility of our Na-
tion’s family farmers for veteran’s pension
benefits. On June 27, 2000, Mr. Thompson re-
plied indicating that VA viewed a family farm
in the same light as interest-producing bank
deposits or securities.

Family farms are important not only for the
food and fiber they produce, but also for the
values they represent. Family farms should
not be considered as simply substitutes for liq-
uid bank accounts or other liquid assets.

In good years, family farms and ranches
provide an adequate income. In bad times, ad-
verse crop conditions or illness, the income
and liquid resources of family farmers and
ranchers are quickly depleted. Wartime vet-
erans have made a substantial sacrifice on
behalf of our Nation by serving in the Armed
Forces. We should not ask them to sacrifice
their family farms in order to receive the as-
sistance they have earned by their wartime
service.

I believe that an operating family farm can
never be liquidated without substantial sac-
rifice on the part of the veteran. It is never
reasonable to require a veteran to sell his or
her means of future livelihood in order to ob-
tain pension benefits or VA health care. If the
farm is sold, the assets which in future years
can be expected to generate income for the
veteran and the veteran’s dependents, are
permanently lost.

The Veterans’ Family Farm Preservation Act
would exempt farm and ranch land owned by
the veteran and the veteran’s dependents
from being counted in determining net worth.
The bill would also exclude land used for simi-
lar agricultural purposes, such as timberland,
Christmas tree farms, or horticultural pur-
poses.

During the past century, the number of fam-
ily farms in our country has declined dramati-
cally. When a veteran is required to sell his or
her farm in order to receive necessary VA as-
sistance, another family farm may be lost for-
ever. No veteran should be called on to make
this additional sacrifice. I urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 5271, the Veterans’ Family
Farm Preservation Act. America’s family farm-
ers and ranchers deserve no less.

Mr. Speaker, I request the response which
the Honorable Joseph Thompson, Under Sec-
retary for Benefits of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, sent to me and Senator GRASS-
LEY concerning VA’s valuation of farm lands
be included in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at
this point.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS,
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION,

Washington, DC, June 27, 2000.
Hon. LANE EVANS,
Ranking Democratic Member, Committee on Vet-

erans’ Affairs, U.S. House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN EVANS: This is in re-
sponse to your letter of May 25, 2000, con-
cerning the issue of net worth as it applies to
the non service-connected pension program
administered by the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA).

In order to qualify for our pension pro-
gram, a veteran is required to be perma-
nently and totally disabled. Generally, there
are relatively few instances where an indi-
vidual who is operating a working farm
meets the basic requirements for pension eli-
gibility. Although there is no such disability
requirement for surviving spouse claimants,
it is our belief that an individual operating a
farm or other business with assets that could
be converted to substantial amounts of cash
should not qualify for pension. We view the
operator of a business in the same light as an
individual owning rental property or an
owner of interest-producing bank deposits or
securities.

VA pension, similar to Supplemental Secu-
rity Income (SSI), is intended to provide an
income supplement for needy individuals and
not to allow beneficiaries to build up sub-
stantial assets. Although countable income
limitations for VA pension are in the same
range as those for SSI, our net worth guide-
line of $50,000 for the preparation of an ad-
ministrative decision is more generous than
SSI’s $2,000 for an individual and $3,000 for a
couple.

As you pointed out, our procedural man-
ual, M21–1, indicates that a determination of
excessive net worth is a question of fact for
resolution after the consideration of the
facts and circumstances in each case. The
$50,000 guideline is not to be interpreted as a
strict, mechanical limitation. We will issue
clarifying guidance on that point.

We are also conducting an analysis of our
recent net worth determinations. Based on
these results we will decide whether addi-
tional changes to our rules and procedures
are appropriate. At that time, we will also
consider whether the $50,000 guideline should
be increased. You will be apprised of our re-
sults.

In April 2000, representatives from the Vet-
erans Health Administration and the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration met with Sen-
ator Grassley, members of his staff, farmers
and their representatives in Des Moines,
Iowa. We understood their concerns and in-
formed them about our efforts to address
their concerns.

Our reports show that between December
1997 and December 1999, an average of 213
beneficiaries had their pension benefits ter-
minated for excessive net worth. In FY 1999,
there were 131 terminations for excessive net
worth. Unfortunately, no data are available
on the number of claimants who are dis-
allowed for excessive net worth, or the num-
ber of administrative decisions made annu-
ally on the issue of net worth or the type of
assets involved.

I hope this information is helpful to you. I
am providing Senator Grassley a similar re-
sponse.

Sincerely,
JOSEPH THOMPSON.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, due to flight delays, I was again unavoid-
ably detained in North Carolina and unable to
cast a vote on rollcall vote No. 487. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on
rollcall vote No. 487.

f

IN HONOR OF DR. MURRAY
ITZKOWITZ, AFTER 31 YEARS AS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
BRIDGE INC.

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor Dr. Murray Itzkowitz, of
The Bridge Inc., who after 31 years as Execu-
tive Director is now the Executive Director
Emeritus in charge of research and new pro-
gram development.

For more than 45 years, The Bridge Inc.
has worked with mentally disabled adults as a
nonprofit mental health, rehabilitation, and
housing agency. The Bridge is a key provider
of housing and support services for the chron-
ically mentally ill within New York City. Its
Mental Health Clinic provides individual,
group, and family psychotherapy with speciali-
ties in, among others, bereavement and di-
vorce counseling, substance abuse coun-
seling, and offers treatment to victims of
crime.

The Bridge offers health care services pro-
vided by a part-time primary care physical and
nurse practitioner team and a full-time li-
censed practical nurse. This service provides
comprehensive services such as physicals
and follow-up visitations.

Another cornerstone of The Bridge Inc, is its
residence assistance program. The Bridge op-
erates more than 300 beds in various settings,
such as 24-hour supervised residences and
independent apartments. In fact in December
1998, The Bridge Inc, was granted a $1.7 mil-
lion grant from the US Department of Housing
and Urban Development to finance 18 indi-
vidual apartment units in the South Bronx and
Harlem.

Finally, I must mention the vocational and
educational programs offered by The Bridge.
Among these programs include work training,
on-site employment, and job-placement serv-
ices. The education program includes basic lit-
eracy instruction, GED preparation, and col-
lege preparatory work.

Through his selfless leadership of this fine
organization, Dr. Murray Itzkowitz has dem-
onstrated his desire for a physical and men-
tally healthy, better educated, and properly
housed citizenry of New York City. Exceptional
individuals like Dr. Itzkowitz, help improve the
quality of life for many of our most needy citi-
zens.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have a deeply
intelligent and compassionate man like Dr.
Murray Itzkowitz working within my district and
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I am confident that, as the new Executive Di-
rector Emeritus in charge of research and de-
velopment, Dr. Itzkowitz will continue his rig-
orous pursuit of the public well being.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, because of un-
anticipated delays in my flight from Jackson,
Mississippi, on Monday, September 25, 2000,
I was unable to cast a recorded vote on Roll-
call 487.

On Rollcall 487, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’
on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree to H. Con. Res. 399, recognizing the
25th anniversary of the enactment of the Edu-
cation for All Handicapped Children Act of
1975.
f

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL DE-
NOUNCES ARREST OF WITNESS
TO POLICE KIDNAPPING OF
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST
JASWANT SINGH KHALRA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, police tyranny in
Punjab has reared its ugly head again. Rajiv
Singh has been arrested in Amritsar on false
charges of robbery and murder. At the time of
his arrest, Mr. Randhawa was attempting to
hand a petition to Jack Straw, the Home Sec-
retary of the United Kingdom, in front of the
holiest shrine of Sikhism, the Golden Temple,
which was invaded and desecrated by the In-
dian military in June 1984. The petition asked
for intervention of the British government in
the matter of human rights in Punjab.

Mr. Randhawa was arrested once before on
false charges. He has been a target of police
harassment since he saw the Punjab police
kidnap Mr. Khalra, who was General Secretary
of the Human Rights Wing (SAD). Mr. Khalra
was subsequently murdered in police custody
and no one has ever been charged or other-
wise held responsible in the Khalra case. In
that light, there is reason to believe that Mr.
Randhawa’s life and his safety may be in dan-
ger.

September 6 was the fifth anniversary of the
Khalra kidnapping. Mr. Khalra conducted an
investigation which proved that the Indian gov-
ernment had kidnapped, tortured, and mur-
dered thousands of Sikhs, then declared their
bodies ‘‘unidentified’’ and cremated them. No
one has been held accountable for these
atrocities either.

This is merely the latest action by the police
against anyone who speaks up for human
rights in Punjab, Khalistan. It is clear from this
action that General Narinder Singh, a human-
rights leader in Punjab, was right when he
said that ‘‘Punjab is a police state.’’

Amnesty International has issued a press
release and an Urgent Action bulletin de-
nouncing the lawless actions of the police. I
will be introducing them at the end of my

statement, and I urge my colleagues to read
these chilling documents.

Mr. Speaker, the Indian Prime Minister is
visiting the United States to meet with the
President and address Congress. Our govern-
ment must press Prime Minister Vajpayee on
the Randhawa case, on human-rights viola-
tions, on self-determination, on the release of
political prisoners, on nuclear proliferation, and
on the Indian government’s efforts to construct
a security alliance ‘‘to stop the U.S.,’’ as the
Indian Express reported last year. If the re-
sponses are not satisfactory, then we must
take action to ensure freedom in South Asia.
This Congress should put itself on record in
support of a free and fair plebiscite in Punjab,
Khalistan, in Kashmir, in Nagalim, and every-
where that the people are seeking freedom.
We must maintain our sanctions on India and
cut off its aid. And we should declare India a
terrorist state.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the Amnesty Inter-
national press release and Urgent Action bul-
letin that I mentioned before into the RECORD
for the information of my colleagues.
[From Amnesty International, Sept. 6, 2000]

URGENT ACTION

A key witness in the trial of police officers
accused of abducting a human rights activist
has been arrested by Punjab police. Amnesty
International fears this is an attempt to pre-
vent him testifying, and is extremely con-
cerned for his safety in police custody.

Rajiv Singh was arrested as he attempted
to hand a petition to UK Home Secretary
Jack Straw in Amritsar, Punjab, on 5 Sep-
tember. The petition reportedly called on the
UK government to persuade the Indian au-
thorities to take action over human rights
violations in Punjab.

He was held overnight and brought before
a magistrate the next day and reportedly
charged with the murder of two people who
were killed in a bank robbery in Amritsar.
He was remanded in police custody until 8
September.

This is the third time that Rajiv Singh has
been arrested by Punjab police and charged
with serious offences. Earlier this year the
Punjab Human Rights Commission ruled
that police had ‘‘concocted’’ previous
charges to persuade him not to testify
against them. He had been accused in July
1998 of setting up an organization to fight for
a separate Sikh state of Khalistan, called Ti-
gers of Sikh Land. The Commission rec-
ommended that the police officers involved
should face criminal charges and that there
should be further investigations. Rajiv Singh
was awarded compensation for being ille-
gally detained.

Today is the fifth anniversary of the ‘‘dis-
appearance’’ of human rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra, who unearthed evi-
dence that Punjab police had illegally cre-
mated the bodies of hundreds of people who
had been arrested and then ‘‘disappeared’’. A
number of Punjab police are now on trial for
his abduction, and Rajiv Singh is a key eye-
witness in the case.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send
telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail let-
ters in English or your own language: ex-
pressing grave concern about the arrest and
detention of Rajiv Singh on 5 September in
Amritsar; expressing concern that since the
Punjab police have unlawfully detained and
charged Rajiv Singh before, to try to prevent
him from testifying in the case of Jaswant
Singh Khalra, the current charges against
him may be false, and that he is at grave
risk of further harassment or torture in po-
lice custody; calling for an immediate review
of the charges against him by a judicial

body; and calling for commitments from the
authorities in Punjab to ensure that he will
not be ill-treated in custody.

APPEALS TO:
Mr. Prakash Singh Badal, Chief Minister of

Punjab, Office of the Chief Minister,
Chandigarh, Punjab, India.

Salutation: Dear Chief Minister
Fax: +91 172 740936
Telegrams: Chief Minister, Punjab, India
Mr. S. Sarabjit Singh, Director General of

Police, Office of the Director General, Police
Headquarters, Punjab, India.

Saluation: Dear Director General
Telegrams: Director General of Police,

Punjab, India
COPIES TO:
Mr. L.K. Advani, Minister of Home Affairs,

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New
Delhi 110 001, India.

Salutation: Dear Minister
Fax +91 11 301 5750
and to diplomatic representatives of India

accredited to your country.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMME-

DIATELY. Check with the International
Secretariat, or your section office, if sending
appeals after 18 October 2000.
(Amnesty International Press Release Sept.

7, 2000)
INDIA: ARREST OF WITNESS POINTS TO

CONTINUING POLICE HARASSMENT

A key eyewitness to the ‘‘disappearance’’
of a human rights activist has been arrested
in Amritsar, India. Rajiv Singh Randhawa
was attempting to hand a petition to UK
Home Secretary Jack Straw in front of the
Golden Temple when the arrest took place
on 5 September. Amnesty International
today expressed serious concern for his safe-
ty while in police custody.

The petition called on the UK government
to intervene with the Indian government on
the matter of human rights violations in
Punjab.

Rajiv Singh Randhawa has since been
charged with robbery and murder as well as
offences under the Arms Act in connection
with a robbery at a bank in Amritsar in
which two people were killed. The mag-
istrate remanded him to police custody until
8 September. Amnesty International has ap-
pealed to the authorities in Punjab for assur-
ances that he will not be subjected to torture
or ill-treatment while in police custody.

‘‘This case highlights the continuing law-
lessness of sections of the police in Punjab.
Amnesty International is seriously con-
cerned that these charges against Rajiv
Singh Randhawa, like other charges brought
in the past, are merely a means of harassing
and intimidating him,’’ the organization
said.

Rajiv Singh Randhawa is a key eyewitness
in the case of the ‘‘disappearance’’ of human
rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra. Yes-
terday, 6 September, was the fifth anniver-
sary of the ‘‘disappearance’’ of Khalra who
unearthed evidence that hundreds of bodies
of individuals who had ‘‘disappeared’’ after
arrest in the 1980s and early 1990s had been
illegally cremated by Punjab police. Am-
nesty International has learned that a hear-
ing in the case was scheduled for 21 Sep-
tember at which evidence, including that of
Rajiv Singh, was due to be recorded.

This is the third time that Rajiv Singh
Randhawa has been arrested by Punjab po-
lice and charged with serious offenses. On
the last occasion, he was accused of setting
up an organization to fight for a separate
Sikh state of Khalistan, the Tigers of Sikh
land. In July this year the Punjab Human
Rights Commission ruled that those charges
against Rajiv Singh were ‘‘concocted’’ by po-
lice as a means of dissuading him from giv-
ing evidence against police in the Khalra
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case. The Commission recommended that
criminal cases be registered against the po-
lice officers and further investigations car-
ried out. Rajiv Singh was awarded compensa-
tion for his illegal detention.

Amnesty International believes that the
failure by the state to systematically inves-
tigate a pattern of grave human rights viola-
tions in Punjab during the 1980s and early
1990s has led to a climate of impunity within
the police force and continuing illegal ac-
tions of police in the state. Attempts by
human rights organizations in the state to
seek justice for victims of human rights vio-
lations have been met with harassment, in-
timidation and official obstruction to re-
dress.

‘‘The silencing of Rajiv Singh Randhawa in
front of a foreign dignitary shows how des-
perate sections of the Punjab police are to
suppress evidence in this case. We call on the
international community to intervene in
this case,’’ Amnesty International said.

f

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES’ OVERTIME PAY
LIMITATION AMENDMENTS ACT
OF 2000’’

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, this legisla-
tion is needed to help address the challenges
posed in responding to emergencies and dis-
asters, in particular, the wildfires that besieged
our Western States. The effects of our brave
Federal wildland firefighters and other disaster
relief personnel are being undercut by per-
sonnel administration problems relating to
compensation for overtime work. The overtime
pay rate for employees covered by the Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) is equal to one
and one-half times their regular hourly rate of
pay. For FLSA-exempt Federal employees,
however, the overtime rate may not exceed
one and one-half times the GS–10 step 1 rate.

This legislation would address this problem
in two ways. First, it assures that no Federal
employee receives less than his or her normal
rate of pay for overtime work. Second, it rec-
ognizes the special demands and difficult cir-
cumstances involving emergencies that threat-
en life or property by increasing the hourly
overtime pay rate limitation from GS–10, step
1, to GS 12, step 1, for FLSA-exempt employ-
ees who perform overtime work in connection
with such an emergency. The higher rates of
overtime pay resulting from these changes will
effectively address the daunting challenges
faced by our Federal land management agen-
cies in containing extremely large, and dan-
gerous wildfires. This legislation builds upon
and includes changes proposed in H.R. 1770,
the ‘‘Federal Employees’ Overtime pay Limita-
tion Amendments Act of 1999,’’ which I intro-
duced last session to correct longstanding
FLSA-exempt overtime pay problems for Fed-
eral employees generally.

Please join me by cosponsoring this legisla-
tion for federal managers and supervisors,
emergency personnel, and their families.

Text of bill follows:
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of Amer-
ica in Congress assembled, That this Act may
be cited as the ‘‘Federal Employees’ Overtime
Pay Limitation Amendments Act of 2000.,’’

SEC. 2. (a) Title 5, United States Code is
amended—

(1) in section 5542(a)—
(A) by amending paragraph (2) to read as

follows:
‘‘(2) For an employee whose basic pay is at

a rate which exceeds the minimum rate of
basic pay for GS–10 (including any applicable
locality-based comparability payment under
section 5304 or similar provision of law and
any applicable special rate of pay under sec-
tion 5305 or similar provision of law), the over-
time hourly rate of pay is an amendment equal
to the greater of—

‘‘(A) one and one-half times the minimum
hourly rate of basic pay for GS–10 (including
any applicable locality-based comparability
payment under section 5304 or similar provi-
sion of law and any applicable special rate of
pay under section 5305 or similar provision of
law); or

‘‘(B) the hourly rate of basic pay of the em-
ployee (including any applicable locality-based
comparability payment under section 5304 or
similar provision of law and any applicable
special rate of pay under section 5305 or simi-
lar provision of law),
and all that amount is premium pay.’’; and

(B) by amending paragraph (4) to read as
follows;

‘‘(4) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2),
for any pay period during which an employee
is engaged in work in connection with an
emergency (including a wildfire emergency)
that involves a direct threat to life or property,
including work performed in the aftermath of
such an emergency, the overtime hourly rate
of pay is an amount equal to one and one-half
times the hourly rate of basic pay of the em-
ployee, except that such overtime hourly rate
of pay may not exceed the greater of—

‘‘(A) one and one-half times the minimum
hourly rate of basic pay for GS–12 (including
any applicable locality-based comparability
payment under section 5304 or similar provi-
sion of law but excluding any applicable spe-
cial rate of pay under section 5305 or similar
provision of law); or

‘‘(B) the hourly rate of basic pay of the em-
ployee (including any applicable locality-based
comparability payment under section 5304 or
similar provision of law and any applicable
special rate of pay under section 5305 or simi-
lar provision of law),
and all that amount is premium pay. A deter-
mination as to the existence and duration of
such an emergency and its aftermath, and
whether work is connected to it, shall be made
at the discretion of the head of the agency (or
his or her designee) in consultation with the
director of the Office of Management and
Budget.’’; and

(2) in section 5547—
(A) by amending subsection (a) to read as

follows:
‘‘(a) An employee may be paid premium

pay under sections 5542, 5545 (a), (b), and (c),
5545a, and 5546 (a) and (b) only to the extent
that the payment does not cause the aggre-
gate of basic pay and such premium pay for
any pay period for such employee to exceed
the greater of—

‘‘(1) the maximum rate of basic pay pay-
able for GS–15 (including any applicable lo-
cality-based comparability payment under
section 5304 or similar provision of law and
any applicable special rate of pay under sec-
tion 5305 or similar provision of law); or

‘‘(2) the rate payable for level V of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule.’’;

(B) by amending subsection (b)(1) to read:
‘‘(1) Subject to regulations prescribed by

the Office of Personnel Management, the
first sentence of subsection (a) shall not
apply to an employee who is paid premium
pay by reason of work in connection with an
emergency as specified under section
5542(a)(4).’’;

(C) by amending subsection (b)(2) to read
as follows:

‘‘(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), no em-
ployee referred to in such paragraph may be
paid premium pay under the provisions of
law cited in the first sentence of subsection
(a) if, or to the extent that, the aggregate of
the basic pay and premium pay under those
provisions for such employee would, in any
calendar year, exceed the greater of—

‘‘(A) the maximum rate of basic pay pay-
able for GS–15 in effect at the end of such
calendar year (including any applicable lo-
cality-based comparability payment under
section 5304 or similar provision of law and
any applicable special rate of pay under sec-
tion 5305 or similar provision of law); or

‘‘(B) the rate payable for level V of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule in effect at the end of such
calendar year.’’;

(D) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) The Office of Personnel Management
may prescribe regulations governing the ap-
plicability of subsection (b) to employees
who are in receipt of annual premium pay for
standby duty or administratively uncontrol-
lable overtime work under section 5545(c) or
availability pay for criminal investigators
under section 5545a.’’; and

(E) by adding at the end:
‘‘(d) This section shall not apply to any

employee of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration or the Department of Defense who is
paid premium pay under section 5546a.’’.

(b) The amendments made by subsection
(a) shall take effect on the first day of the
first pay period beginning on or after 120
days following the date of enactment of this
Act.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS

The first section provides the bill’s short
title, the ‘‘Federal Employees’ Overtime Pay
Limitation Amendments Act of 2000.’’

Section 2 amends sections 5542 and 5547 of
title 5, United States Code.

Subsection (a)(1) amends 5 U.S.C. 5542 to
provide that an employee whose rate of basic
pay exceeds the minimum rate of basic pay
for GS–10 (including any applicable locality-
based comparability payment under section
5304 or similar provision of law, and any ap-
plicable special rate of pay under section 5305
or similar provision of law) will have an
overtime hourly rate of pay in an amount
equal to the greater of (1) one and one-half
times the minimum hourly rate of basic pay
for GS–10 (including locality pay and special
rates), or (2) the employee’s hourly rate of
basic pay (including locality pay and special
rates). All pay under this provision would be
premium pay.

Subsection (a)(1) also amends 5 U.S.C. 5542
to provide that during a pay period in which
an employee is engaged in work in connec-
tion with an emergency that involves a di-
rect threat to life or property, including
work performed in the aftermath of such an
emergency, the employee will have an over-
time hourly rate of pay in an amount equal
to one and one-half times the hourly rate of
basic pay of the employee, except that such
overtime hourly rate of pay may not exceed
the greater of (1) one and one-half times the
minimum hourly rate of basic pay for GS–12
(including locality pay but excluding special
rates) or (2) the hourly rate of basic pay of
the employee (including locality pay and
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special rates). The head of the agency, in
consultation with the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget, is authorized to
determine the existence and duration of such
an emergency and its aftermath, and wheth-
er work is connected to it.

Subsection (a)(2) amends 5 U.S.C. 5547 to
provide that an employee may be paid pre-
mium pay only to the extent that the pay-
ment does not cause the employee’s aggre-
gate rate of pay for any pay period to exceed
the greater of (1) the maximum rate of basic
pay payable for GS–15 (including locality pay
and special rates) or (2) the rate payable for
level V of the Executive Schedule. Under
current law, two separate premium pay limi-
tations cover most General Schedule (GS)
employees. A GS law enforcement officer
under 5 U.S.C. 5547(c) may be paid premium
pay up to the lesser of 150 percent of the
minimum rate of basic pay payable for GS–
15 or the rate payable for level V of the Exec-
utive Schedule. In contrast, the premium
pay limitation applicable to other GS em-
ployees (currently found at 5 U.S.C. 5547(a))
is the maximum rate payable for GS–15 (in-
cluding locality pay and special rates). This
amendment would create a uniform biweekly
premium pay limitation. The calendar year
premium pay limitation at 5 U.S.C. 5547(b)
(for work in connection with an emergency
which involves a direct threat to life or prop-
erty) is similarly amended as well as ex-
panded to cover work in the aftermath of an
emergency involving a threat to life or prop-
erty. Provision is also made for Office of Per-
sonnel Management regulations to har-
monize the application of overtime provi-
sions with other forms of premium pay.

Subsection (b) would set the effective date
of the amendments made by subsection (a).
The amendments would take effect in pay
periods beginning on and after the 120th day
following the date of enactment.

f

HONORING STEPHEN PETERSBURG

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that I take this moment to congratulate
Stephen Petersburg of Rangely, Colorado, on
receiving the National Resource Management
Award from the National Park Service. I would
like to take this moment to thank Stephen for
his diligent work to ensure that Dinosaur Na-
tional Monument’s resources are managed ef-
ficiently and effectively. At the same time, I
would like to congratulate him on this distin-
guished award. Stephen’s educational back-
ground laid the groundwork for what would be-
come a truly accomplished career with the Na-
tional Park Service, that has spanned almost
three decades.

Stephen received his undergraduate degree
in Forestry and a graduate degree in Wildlife
Biology from Iowa State University. This edu-
cation prepared him for his career in the Na-
tional Park Service, which began in 1971 as a
Park Ranger at Wind Cave National Park.
After working for a little over two years at
Wind Cave, Stephen shifted his professional
talents to Dinosaur National Monument, where
he began his illustrious tenure in 1973.

Stephen is considered a leader in fire man-
agement and training and is nationally known
for his expertise. This past summer he worked
with great care to protect our nation’s forests,
working on fire-fighting efforts in Colorado,

New Mexico and on the Clear Creek Fire in
Idaho.

Beyond his work at Dinosaur National
Monument, Stephen’s desire to help his com-
munity is clearly a personal priority. Stephen is
an active member of the Kiwanis and serves
on the Board of Directors of the Rangely Dis-
trict Hospital. He is also a Deacon in his local
church.

Stephen, you have earned the admiration of
your friends, peers, neighbors and Nation. On
behalf of the State of Colorado and the US
Congress, I congratulate you on this pres-
tigious and well-deserved award. Congratula-
tions!
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE VACCINE
INJURY COMPENSATION PRO-
GRAM CORRECTIVE AMEND-
MENTS OF 2000

HON. DAVE WELDON
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program Corrective Amendments of
2000 (NVICPCA). Over the past year, the
Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP)
has been subject to several congressional
hearings. I have met on several occasions
with parents, doctors, and attorneys who have
been involved in the current program seeking
compensation for injuries that resulted from
vaccines.

Vaccine injuries are, thankfully, very rare.
However, some children have adverse reac-
tions to vaccines. In a small number of cases
these are very debilitating reactions. I am a
strong proponent of vaccinations. It is impor-
tant that children be vaccinated against other-
wise devastating diseases. Widespread vac-
cination has and will continue to spare our na-
tion from the scourge of disease. Our nation
benefits from widespread vaccination. Those
of us who are healthy are the beneficiaries of
national vaccination efforts. As such, I believe
very strongly that we as a nation have an obli-
gation to meet the needs of those children
who suffer adverse reactions.

I also believe that our federal public health
officials should do more to ensure that we are
doing all that we can to reduce the number of
children who do have adverse reactions. I will
continue to aggressively pursue this effort with
the leaders of the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) and the National Institutes of Health
(NIH).

I was pleased when the Congress and
President Reagan established the VICP back
in the 1980s. This program was established to
ensure that our nation continues to have a
strong vaccination program while compen-
sating those families where a child suffers a
serious adverse reaction. When this program
was approved, there was a real concern that
due to lawsuits brought against vaccine manu-
facturers, some manufacturers would stop
making their vaccines available leaving the
American public without important vaccines.

The Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
Corrective Amendments of 2000 would make
a number of substantive and administrative
changes to the VICP, in an attempt to restore
this program to the user friendly, non-adver-

sarial, remedial, compensation program that it
should be and was intended to be. The bill
amends the VICP provisions in the Public
Health Service Act (PHS Act).

The bill clarifies that this program is to be a
remedial, compensation program, which is
consistent with the original intent expressed by
Congress in the House Report accompanying
the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of
1986. The program has become too litigious
and adversarial in the eyes of many.

The bill also makes changes to the provi-
sions relating to the burden of proof. Currently,
the burden of proof is so high on the claimants
that some children may not be receiving com-
pensation that is due them. The intent of this
program is to provide compensation for all
claimants whose injuries may very well have
been caused by the vaccine. Strict scientific
proof is not always available. Serious side ef-
fects of vaccines are rare, and it is often dif-
ficult to prove causal relationships with the
certainty that science and medicine often ex-
pect. Indeed there may be multiple factors that
lead to an adverse reaction in some children
and the program should recognize this. My bill
will ensure that this is taken into account.

This bill will also make it easier to ensure
that the costs associated with setting up a
trust for the compensation award are per-
mitted. This is important to ensure that these
funds are available to provide a lifetime of
care for this child. The bill also stops the prac-
tice of discounting to ensure that the value of
an award for pain and suffering is fully met.

Often, the families of these children need
counseling in order to help them deal with and
care for a profoundly injured child and siblings.
The impact of these injuries go well beyond
the child who is injured. This bill will ensure
that these expenses are covered.

The bill also ensures the payment of interim
fees and costs. Under the current program,
families and attorneys are often forced to bear
these expenses for years while the claim is
heard. Attorneys for the claimants are going to
be paid for their fees and costs at the end of
a claim, regardless of whether or not they pre-
vail. Thus there is no logical reason why they
should not be allowed to petition for interim
fees and costs. This provision simply ensures
a more fair process for the claimants, by en-
suring that the injured child can have good
representation while pursuing his or her claim.
The current practice may hinder the ability of
claimants to put their best case forward. This
should not be the case in a program that was
established to ensure provision for those chil-
dren who have been injured.

Finally, the bill makes a number of changes
to statutes of limitation. The program should
serve the purpose of compensating those who
were harmed. Thus, it is important to ensure
that it is as inclusive as possible to ensure
that injured parties are compensated.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE
‘‘TEACHERS FOR TOMORROW’’ ACT

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I introduce
Teachers for Tomorrow, a bill to address the
serious teacher shortage in our nation’s
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schools. We have 54.4 million students in
America’s schools—the greatest it has ever
been. But we lack the most important part of
the equation—teachers! Nationwide, we will
need an additional 2.2 million teachers in the
next ten years. There are particular shortages
in specific subject areas such as math,
science, bilingual education and special edu-
cation. For the first time in my district in Wash-
ington State, teaching positions have re-
mained vacant.

We cannot afford to allow the current trend
to continue where our best and brightest stu-
dents ignore the teaching profession or leave
it altogether. Where the median age of teach-
ers is 42 years old, it is glaring evidence that
new graduates are not entering the teaching
field. There are a million teachers ready to re-
tire in the next decade, leaving the classroom
faster than new teachers are graduating from
college. Even more troublesome is that only
half of new teachers in urban public schools
are still teaching after five years. Moreover,
the new teachers who are twice as likely to
leave are those with the highest scores on
standardized tests. These are serious warning
signs of the current teacher shortage and up-
coming crisis if we do not act to recruit and re-
tain teachers.

There are everyday heroes in classrooms
throughout America. We must face the fact
that our teachers are getting older and we are
failing to make teaching a viable option for to-
day’s students and young professionals. We
have to continue to make sure that our top
graduates continue to enter the teaching pro-
fession. This legislation would do Just that.

We need to empower individuals to make
the decision to be a teacher. We need to
make it possible for more specialty teachers
and more teachers overall to enter our na-
tion’s public school system. This legislation
would permit every public elementary and sec-
ondary school teacher to apply for loan for-
giveness. Current law only applies to teachers
that teach in certain specific areas or low-in-
come schools. This bill would also increase
the incentives to meet specific instruction
needs by establishing a three-year program of
direct reimbursement for those teachers. All
other teachers would be eligible for a five-year
program of indirect loan forgiveness. Both pro-
grams would forgive 100 percent of the in-
curred loan debt.

Additionally, this bill grants other incentives
for new teachers. Under income tax laws, loan
forgiveness would be granted tax-neutral sta-
tus. This prevents the current problem where
loans are treated as additional income that ef-
fectively place teachers into an inappropriately
high tax bracket.

This is the only loan forgiveness legislation
that provides for continuing education. Teach-
ers need to be given the opportunity to con-
tinue their professional development. With in-
creased expertise and training, they will be
able to impart that much more knowledge into
their lessons and students’ learning proc-
esses.

Furthermore, our teachers deserve to use
the benefit of their experience and be able to
guide their classrooms and schools with local
control. As leaders in the community, teachers
and school administrators know how make the
best decisions for their students. This legisla-
tion only provides federal loan forgiveness
where graduates have incurred federal loans.
It maintains the ability of local schools to make

hiring, firing and other decisions as they see
fit. Local school administration is not a busi-
ness the federal government should be in.

We need to support our teachers. Our
teachers deserve our highest accolades for
educating our nation’s children. We ought to
thank them for the meaningful work they do
every day. Our students, the future of our
country, learn under the hard work and pa-
tience of our teachers and they merit our ap-
preciation.

I submit to my colleagues a plan to recruit
and retain qualified teachers. We cannot shirk
our duty to provide a high quality education to
every child. I urge my colleagues to meet this
challenge and support this legislation.
f

CELEBRATING THE 300TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
WHITPAIN IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, PA

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the township of Whitpain in Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania on its 300th An-
niversary. During the years of 1683 and 1686,
Richard Whitpain purchased approximately
4500 acres of land that attracted settlers seek-
ing religious freedom and economic opportuni-
ties. This land of promise was established as
Whitpain Township in 1701 near the center of
the county.

Many important historical events took place
in Whitpain. During the American Revolution,
the Township played an integral role for Gen-
eral George Washington and the Continental
Army. Whitpain is home to Dawesfield,
George Washington’s headquarters, and
served as a battleground for skirmishes during
the Battle of Germantown.

Early Whitpain Township was primarily a
fanning area and later evolved to incorporate
the growing industries in the vicinity. As early
as 1804, there was a weaving enterprise in
Centre Square and a mill on Wissahickon
Creek. The Township had quickly become a
flourishing community with both prosperity and
promise.

As one of the oldest municipalities in Mont-
gomery County, Whitpain Township is now
home to more than 17,000 Pennsylvanians,
Montgomery County Community College and
several high tech firms.

I am proud to represent such an extraor-
dinary town. This anniversary should serve as
a long-standing tribute to hard work and dedi-
cation for all of those who have made
Whitpain Township the wonderful place it is.
f

HONORING FRANK HODSOLL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to commend the Honorable
Frank Hodsoll on his outstanding service to
his community. Frank is stepping down as
Ouray County Commissioner after three years

of service. Frank is extremely active in his
community and his leadership as Commis-
sioner will be greatly missed. As family,
friends and the Ouray community thank Frank
for his service, I too would like to pay tribute
to this distinguished American.

Leadership and public service come natu-
rally to Frank. Over the past several years, he
has served both his community and State well
in a number of different organizations. He is
currently serving as Vice Chair of the National
Association of Counties (NACo) Telecommuni-
cations & Technology Steering Committee,
Chair of the NACo Rural Action Caucus Tele-
communications Committee, and has served
as Director of both the Colorado River Water
Conservation District and the Center of Arts
and Culture in Washington, DC.

Beyond his efforts in Ouray, Frank has had
a long and illustrious career in government,
both at the local and national levels. Before
working to improve the community of Ouray
County, he worked with a number of the na-
tion’s most prominent governmental institu-
tions, like the Departments of State and Com-
merce. Frank also served as Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts, Deputy As-
sistant to President Reagan and Deputy to
White House Chief of Staff James Baker.

Frank, you have served your community,
State and Nation admirably. On behalf of the
State of Colorado and the US Congress, I
thank you for your generous and valued serv-
ice to the Ouray community and to these
United States. Best of luck in all of your future
endeavors.
f

GONZALES—‘‘LEXINGTON OF
TEXAS’’

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, in the town of
Gonzales, Texas, on October 2, 1835, the first
shot for Texas Independence was fired from a
cannon by colonists waving a flag which pro-
claimed ‘‘Come and Take It.’’ Gonzales be-
came known as the ‘‘Lexington of Texas. ’’

The Little Cannon has been recognized by
many as a true and proper memento of our
glorious past and has appeared in no less his-
toric sites as the Alamo and the rotunda of the
Texas Capitol, and is forever enshrined in The
Great Seal of Texas.

Exactly 165 years after the shot was fired,
on the afternoon of October 2, 2000, the City
of Gonzales will accept the ‘‘Come and Take
It Cannon’’ from the estate of Dr. Patrick J.
Wagner.

The Little Cannon will be an ever-present
reminder to the citizens of Gonzales of the
courage of those who stood at the ‘‘Lexington
of Texas’’ and first cried, ‘‘Come and Take It!’’
f

CONGRATULATING PASTOR ALVIN
A. JACKSON

HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, please join me
in congratulating Pastor Alvin A. Jackson of
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Cinnaminson, New Jersey on his fiftieth anni-
versary as pastor of the Saint Paul Baptist
Church. Dr. Jackson preached his first sermon
on Sunday, January 2, 1950. Since that time
he has played a critical role in the
Cinnaminson community.

His spiritual guidance and open door policy
has irrefutably changed the lives of many con-
stituents in my district. Dr. Jackson was raised
by his maternal grandparents in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. He became a licensed preacher
in 1940. Dr. Jackson also served his country
in World War II in the European theater of op-
erations. His faith in God and in country are to
be applauded.

He was baptized in the family church, First
African Baptist, where he could be found prac-
ticing his musical talents. Dr. Jackson’s apti-
tude for playing musical instruments is of par-
ticular note. His talents on the piano and violin
must be appreciated.

Dr. Jackson is well-known throughout the
Delaware Valley. He has taken an active inter-
est in the concerns of Cinnaminson Township
in general and the East Riverton section in
particular. He has served on the Human Rela-
tions Council of Cinnaminson Township and
the Advisory Council of the New Jersey Water
Company.

Mr. Speaker, truly, Dr. Jackson is an inspir-
ing figure in my district and in our nation. Con-
gratulations, Dr. Jackson, on your fiftieth anni-
versary. May there be many more years of
service to come.
f

HONORING THE SOUTHEAST GUIL-
FORD HIGH SCHOOL OF THE 6TH
DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

HON. HOWARD COBLE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize a high school from the Sixth District
of North Carolina that recently won the state
lacrosse championship.

Southeast Guilford High School claimed the
North Carolina varsity lacrosse title. This is
only the second team from the school to ever
win a state championship in 33 years. The
Falcons had an impressive season with 16
wins and only 3 losses. We congratulate Chris
Godfrey, Josh Smith, Jon Murphy, Justin
Patteson, Scott Van Hoever, Lucas McCraw,
James Aldridge, Mike Wiggins, Ben
Doffelmoyer, Chris McVey, John Clark, David
Murphy, Chris Collins, Chris Smith, Chad
Thompson, Paul Winn, John Batts, Daniel
Davenport, David Dunnuck, Jimmy Mullen,
and Russell Peele. The team was led by Head
Coach Mark Goldsmith and Assistant Coaches
Clark Byrnes and Paul Allen. They were ably
assisted by head manager Nikki Berger and
assistant manager Alicia Reed, along with ath-
letic trainers Eric Stubblefield and Mark White.
The team was supported strongly by the
school administration including Athletic Direc-
tor Roy Turner, Principal Dr. Pat Spicer and
Assistant Principals Amanda Gane, Randy
Shaver and Ron Coleman.

Since winning the state championship in la-
crosse, interest has escalated in the school,
and they are expecting an influx of players this
season. Many of the players are being re-
cruited by colleges and receiving scholarships.

Perhaps a dynasty is brewing at Southeast
Guilford High School.

The Sixth District of North Carolina is proud
of this high school team from Guilford County
for its hard work and dedication. Congratula-
tions to the Falcons for a job well done.
f

HONORING CHIEF GARY KONZAK

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I take this moment to celebrate
the life of former Grand Junction Police Chief
Gary Konzak. Gary recently passed away after
complications resulting from heart surgery.
Chief Konzak served the Grand Valley admi-
rably and his leadership and commitment to
public safety will be greatly missed. As family,
friends, and fellow police officers say good-
bye to Gary, I would like to take this time to
honor this remarkable human being.

Chief Konzak began his career in law en-
forcement in 1968 as a cadet in LaGrange, Illi-
nois. Gary’s outstanding leadership abilities
and drive to succeed propelled him to the rank
of Chief in 1987. After serving as Chief for half
a decade in LeGrange, he moved to Carol
Stream, Illinois, where he again served as
Chief of Police. He remained in Carol Stream
until 1997, when he redirected his impressive
law enforcement abilities toward serving the
Grand Junction community.

During Chief Konzak’s two and one-half
years as Chief of Police, he made an impres-
sive impact upon the law enforcement commu-
nity in Grand Junction, as well as on the area
as a whole. Lt. Stan Hilkey of the Mesa Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, in a recent article by
Zack Barnett of The Daily Sentinel, credited
Chief Konzak with helping improve the healthy
relationship between the Grand Junction Po-
lice Department and the Mesa County Sheriff’s
Department. His success in fostering this rela-
tionship was instrumental in forming the Grand
Valley Joint Drug Task Force. Chief Konzak
has also been credited with working to im-
prove traffic and drug enforcement, as well as
the visibility of police officers within the city of
Grand Junction.

Chief Konzak served his community, State
and Nation admirably. It is men like Chief
Gary Konzak that ensure that the communities
of this great nation are safe for all citizens,
and for that I thank him.

Mr. Speaker, as a former police officer, I
ask that we take this moment to honor this
great American and friend of Grand Junction.
He was a dedicated public servant who will
truly be missed.
f

HONORING HATTIE LEE WHITE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Hattie Lee White, a lifelong resident of
Brooklyn, and to celebrate with her today her
75th birthday. I ask my colleagues assembled
here today to please join me in acknowledging
Mrs. White’s remarkable life.

On this day, September 27th, in 1925, J.D.
and Rosalie Carter were blessed with the birth
of their daughter, Hattie. As a young girl, Hat-
tie possessed excellence, greatness, the favor
of God, love and honor, the law of kindness in
tongue, morality and character. Hattie married
Dennis White, and their union was blessed
with seven beautiful children: Vernice, Jona-
than, Gloria, Marilyn, Andre, Denise and Iris.
These children have honored their parents
with 24 grandchildren, and 23 great grand-
children.

All of the amazing blessings bestowed upon
Hattie White are the result of a God-centered
life, as Mrs. White is a committed member of
Zion Shiloh Baptist Church. She also serves
as secretary for her neighborhood block asso-
ciation, where she is active in the community
in lobbying for issues that affect seniors. In
her spare time, she enjoys cooking, gardening
and traveling.

Mr. Speaker, Hattie Lee White is more than
worthy of receiving our birthday wishes, and I
hope that all of my colleagues will join me
today in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 26, 2000, this Member inadvertently
missed rollcall No. 495 on final passage of
H.R. 4292, the Born-Alive Infants Protection
Act, while he was in a room where the bells
did not ring announcing the vote. Had this
Member been present, he would have voted
‘‘aye.’’
f

REGARDS TO REVEREND CURTIS
TURNER, AND PRAYER AT HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL GAMES

HON. BOB BARR
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of Reverend Curtis Turner,
the pastor of the New Testament Baptist
Church, in Ellenwood, Georgia.

Recently, Rev. Turner led nearly 4,000 high
school football fans in the Lord’s Prayer, at the
Paulding-East Paulding football game, which
is the county’s largest attended game each
year.

Rev. Turner and churches throughout the
country, particularly in the South, have en-
gaged in these prayers in protest of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s June misguided ruling, which
concludes that student-led prayers at games
and other events sanctioned by public schools
are unconstitutional. Rev. Turner is planning
on attending and leading the Lord’s Prayer at
other Friday night high school football games
throughout the season. Also, he is gathering
one million signatures in support of House
Joint Resolution 66 introduced by Congress-
man ERNEST ISTOOK (R-Okla.). The resolution
proposes an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States restoring religious freedom.
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It is absurd to argue that allowing students

voluntarily to say a brief prayer at a football
game after school hours violates anyone’s
rights or is violative of our constitution. The
First Amendment was never intended to eradi-
cate religion from public life, and I commend
the efforts of Rev. Turner for standing up for
the sound values that form the foundation of
our nation.

f

IN HONOR OF MR. HAROLD OSHRY

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. Harold Oshry, an accomplished en-
trepreneur, respected civic leader, and gen-
erous humanitarian. After graduating Magna
Cum Laude from Bowdoin College in 1940,
Mr. Oshry dreamed of graduating from law
school. His dream was set aside however
when he joined the Untied States Army 9th Air
Corps. Mr. Oshry served bravely in the Army
from 1942–1945. In the years following his
military service, Mr. Oshry returned to his na-
tive New York City and became a successful
businessman and entrepreneur. He founded
the Sandgate Corporation, a transportation
holding company, and served on the boards of
several other New York based businesses in-
cluding the William Morris Agency and the
Universal Auto Group.

Mr Oshry’s success in business informs
upon his life of community and philanthropic
activity. As a leader in the New York United
Jewish Associations Federation for over thirty
years, Mr. Oshry has helped further the
public’s understanding of Jewish culture and
history. Demonstrating his commitment to edu-
cation, in 1976 Mr. Oshry endowed the Harry
Oshry Scholarship Fund at Bowdoin College in
honor of his father. Not only committed to uni-
versity excellence in America, Mr. Oshry’s
generous contributions to education stretch
across oceans. In 1993, Mr Oshry and his
family endowed the Claire and Harold Oshry
Chair in Aquatic Microbiology Federations at
Ben Gurion University of the Negev in Israel.
Continuing his service to cultural education
and community outreach, Mr. Oshry currently
serves as the President of the Broward Coun-
ty Jewish Senior Center in Tamarac, Florida.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
announce that Mr. Oshry has achieved the
education goal he had to set aside long ago
when he joined the Army. On May 22, 1998,
Bowdoin College honored Mr. Oshry for his
lifelong commitment to excellence in education
and awarded him the Degree of Doctor of
Law, Honoris Causa. I am pleased to com-
mend Mr. Harold Oshry for his service to his
country, for his generous contributions to edu-
cation, and his ongoing commitment to the en-
hancement of cultural understanding and com-
munity service.

TRIBUTE TO THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY OF UKRAINE

HON. SAM GEJDENSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take this opportunity to extend my congratu-
lations to the Jewish community of Ukraine,
and particularly to the Chief Rabbi Schmuel
Kaminezki, on the reopening of the Golden
Rose Choral Synagogue in the city of
Dnepropetrovsk.

This event, which took place on September
20th, is very important, not only for Ukrainian
Jews, but for Jewish people around the world.
It symbolizes the hard work and dedication
that has made the Jewish community in
Ukraine one of the most vibrant Jewish com-
munities among the countries comprising the
former Soviet Union.

Today in Dnepropetrovsk Jewish orphan-
ages, schools, food centers, community cen-
ters, medical centers, centers that provide
care for the elderly, and centers for holocaust
survivors and victims of communism, are all
thriving. More importantly, more than 200 Jew-
ish public organizations are active throughout
Ukraine promoting and reviving cultural and
religious customs and traditions for all Ukrain-
ian Jews.

While this progress is significant, I want to
encourage the Ukrainian government to con-
tinue working together with Jewish community
leaders to resolve the remaining property res-
titution issues. Ukraine’s record in this area
and the Ukrainian government’s commitments
to future progress will go a long way toward
promoting religious tolerance and freedom and
ensuring that all Ukrainians have an oppor-
tunity to build bright and prosperous futures
for themselves and their families.
f

CONGRATULATING JAMES A. DICK
AND THE DICK BROADCASTING
COMPANY

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, Sep-
tember 29, 2000, a remarkable chapter in the
history of East Tennessee will come to an
end. At the close of this week, Citadel Com-
munications Group will officially take over Dick
Broadcasting Company, located in Knoxville.

Nearly 50 years ago, in December 1952, the
FCC granted Mr. James A. Dick a license to
build a 1,000-watt, daytime only, AM radio sta-
tion, and Dick Broadcasting was born. On
March 20, 1953, WIVK AM–860 signed on the
air.

From it’s first studios on North Gay Street,
WIVK’s early days were filled with programs
such as ‘‘The Big Jim and Little Alf Show,’’
‘‘Mull’s Singing Congregation,’’ ‘‘The Gospel
Train,’’ ‘‘Archie Campbell’s Hillbilly Show,’’ and
the legendary ‘‘Cas Walker Live Country
Music Show.’’ Such future stars as the Everly
Brothers and Dolly Parton found a home per-
forming on WIVK’s airwaves.

Later in the history of this radio station, we
saw the beginning of the ‘‘Great Day Show’’

with Claude ‘‘The Cat’’ Tomlinson, Lester
Longmire, and ‘‘Old Man Schultz.’’ This show
would go on to dominate local ratings and re-
main virtually unchanged until Claude’s retire-
ment in 1992.

The Dick Broadcasting Family has grown
from a 1,000 watt AM station to 14 FM and
AM stations operating in three states. Now a
FM station, WIVK’s unique mix of country
music, community involvement, personality,
and of course, University of Tennessee sports,
has made it one of the most-listened to radio
stations in America from the late 70’s to
present day.

For over 45 years now, Dick Broadcasting
has sought to provide East Tennessee with
the best in music and entertainment, and the
most up-to-date news and information. When
a severe blizzard hit East Tennessee in 1993,
WIVK was the only radio station left on the air.

In 1988, Dick Broadcasting purchased
WNOX–AM 990, and donated the old WIVK–
AM 860 to the University of Tennessee. The
new 990 frequency had the advantage of
being a 24-hour. channel. WIVK–AM 990 soon
started adding its own programming, and by
1992 had become its own entity as ‘‘NewsTalk
990.’’

Mr. Speaker, I know that I join with the citi-
zens of the City of Knoxville in congratulating
Jim Dick for his service and devotion to the
people of East Tennessee. I am proud to call
him a friend, and I wish him well in the years
to come. I ask my fellow colleagues and other
readers of the RECORD to join me in thanking
Jim Dick and Dick Broadcasting Company for
their many years of service and contributions
to East Tennessee. Our Nation is certainly a
better place because of people like Jim Dick
and his family.
f

REGARDING SENATE
AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 4365

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, I voted against passage of the
Senate amendments to H.R. 4365, the Chil-
dren’s Health Act. I would like to take this op-
portunity to explain the reason for my vote, es-
pecially in light of the fact that I voted in favor
of the bill when it was first considered by the
House on May 9, 2000.

H.R. 4365 reauthorizes and revises a num-
ber of children’s health and drug abuse pre-
vention and treatment programs. I am particu-
larly pleased that the bill includes several new
initiatives to combat asthma in children. The
asthma epidemic has been particularly trouble-
some; national survey data indicate that the
number of children with asthma in the nation
has more than doubled in the past 15 years
and the number of deaths attributed to asthma
in children more than tripled between 1977
and 1995.

I also strongly support the bill’s provisions to
expand efforts to assist children with hearing
loss and autism, the provisions providing
grants to states to improve the health and
safety of children in child care facilities, and
the new programs intended to help prevent
birth defects.

However, I did not vote in favor of H.R.
4365 because the Senate included provisions
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requiring the United States Sentencing Com-
mission to amend the federal sentencing
guidelines to provide for mandatory minimum
sentences for crimes related to the manufac-
ture, importation, exportation, and trafficking of
methamphetamine and ecstasy. While I of
course do not condone the manufacture, use,
or distribution of these two dangerous and ille-
gal controlled substances, I also strongly be-
lieve that sentencing for federal criminal of-
fenses should be left to the discretion of fed-
eral judges and that they should be permitted
to take into account the facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding each individual case.
f

HONORING THE ROTH LIVING
FARM MUSEUM

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Roth Living Farm Museum which
has been designated a National Historic Site
by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Located in North Wales, Pennsylvania, the
Roth Museum was founded in 1993 as a non-
profit organization thanks to a generous dona-
tion to the Delaware Valley College by Mrs.
Edythe Roth. The museum is an historic farm
of 20 acres anchored by a restored 1832
farmhouse and barn to provide visitors with a
unique look into the history of U.S. agriculture.

The Roth Living Farm Museum provides an
educational experience to all who visit the fa-
cility. Visitors to the farm can see sheep
shearing, antique farm equipment displays,
early-American and farm crafts, and resident
draft horses, cattle, sheep, goats, chickens,
rabbits, and duck. Homegrown produce, sea-
sonal decorations and firewood are available
for sale. In addition, interactive demonstrations
are created to provide visitors the opportunity
of learning about 19th Century farming.

I am pleased to celebrate this significant
honor with the college community and all of
Montgomery County. We are fortunate to have
the Roth Living Farm Museum in our commu-
nity and especially honored to have it receive
this important designation.
f

TRIBUTE TO ANDRE
´

A. GALIBER,
SR., MD

HON. DONNA MC CHRISTENSEN
OF VIRGIN ISLANDS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to Dr. Andre

´
Anthony Galiber, Sr.,

who passed away this week. Dr. Galiber was
a great leader of the medical profession, par-
ticularly in the field of Radiology, an ideal fam-
ily man, an outstanding citizen and a great hu-
manitarian in my district, the community of St.
Croix and the entire U.S. Virgin Islands.

Dr. Galiber earned his Medical Doctorate in
1957 and completed a diagnostic and thera-
peutic radiology residency in 1963. His distinc-
tive medical career began with an internship at
the Howard University’s Freedmen’s Hospital,
here in Washington, D.C. He also served as a
Captain in the U.S. Medical Corps and was

the Chief Radiologist at Fort Benjamin Har-
rison Army Hospital in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dr. Galiber opened his private Radiology of-
fice in 1967 and became the first full-time,
board certified Radiologist, in the Virgin Is-
lands. He was and remained the only regional
Fellow of the American College of Radiology.
Dr. Galiber became the Director of the Radi-
ology Department at the Charles Harwood
Hospital during the 1960’s and 1970’s, and
became the Director of the Radiology Depart-
ment when the hospital relocated to the new
Governor Juan F. Luis Hospital and Medical
Center, serving in that capacity until his ‘‘so-
called’’ retirement in 1984.

Dr. Galiber volunteered as a consultant at
the new St. Croix Hospital and provided most
of the technical training and professional serv-
ices during the initial ten year growth period of
clinical ultrasound. He performed and inter-
preted the first echocardiograms on St. Croix
and was the first Radiologist licensed in Com-
puter Tomography. He was a FDA accredited
mammoradiologist and had been performing
mammographys since he opened his practice
in 1964.

His untiring dedication to St. Croix was also
directed at strengthening and advocating on
behalf of the medical community. He was an
active member of the Virgin Islands Medical
Society for almost forty years, serving as
President, Executive Secretary, Treasurer,
Delegate to the American Medical Association,
as well as Delegate to the National Medical
Association.

Dr. Galiber also served as President of the
Croix Hospital Medical staff, was an elected
officer Virgin Islands Medical Institute and pre-
sented, coordinated and monitored seminars
for his peers. He was also the principal sup-
porter of advanced diagnostic imaging capa-
bilities at the Governor Juan Luis Hospital. Re-
cently, he drafted legislation that was pro-
posed by the Virgin Islands Medical Institute,
to encourage Virgin Islands physicians training
in the United States, to become licensed in
the Territory. Most notably, he was a mentor
and ardent supporter of students pursuing
health science careers, of which I was one.

Hurricane Hugo introduced several genera-
tions of Virgin Islanders to the devastation a
hurricane could inflict. While most of the popu-
lace remained stunned in the aftermath, Dr.
Galiber salvaged his radiological equipment,
established electrical power and a safe habitat
for essential medical operations and within
nine days after the hurricane had passed, he
was essentially ready to provide services to
his patients.

Dr. Galiber was a charter member of the St.
Croix Power Squadron. He became a trustee
for most of the schools on the island of St.
Croix including St. Mary’s Catholic School,
Country Day School, Good Hope School and
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal School. Dr. Galiber
was also the chairperson of the St. Croix Con-
tinuing Medical Education Committee which
certified all eligible programs to do post-grad-
uate training for physicians, and a member of
the Eta lota lota Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity.

As an entrepreneur, Dr. Galiber in 1974 be-
came the Project Development Coordinator/
Secretary Treasurer, of the first Medical Office
Condominium in the Virgin Islands. He was
one of seven owners of Medical offices in Is-
land Medical Center Associates, and super-
vised the management of the entire complex

along with managing and practicing his own
radiology office at the same time.

Dr. Galiber was an avid reader of non-fiction
and a history buff of World War II, greatly ad-
miring the deeds of Winston Churchill. For
recreation he enjoyed golf, tennis, traveling,
dancing, and classical music.

He and his wife were Members of Friends of
Denmark, an organization that strives to main-
tain the links established by more than two
centuries of Danish rule. He and his wife also
joined the Landmark Society, which preserves
and promotes the various influences in our
unique architecture that has developed over
the centuries, and our local cultural traditions.
He was also a member of the Virgin Islands
Lung Association and the St. George’s Botan-
ical Garden.

Dr. and Mrs. Galiber were also collectors of
original art by local artists even collaborating
in commissioning many of the items he even-
tually bought. He insisted on authenticity and
accuracy, in the depiction of what to us now
seems the simpler times of just a few decades
ago. One such piece, that was the result of his
direction, was selected by the Census Bureau,
in its desire to have minority oriented art, as
the poster for the Virgin Islands. The painting
was a work-in-progress then entitled ‘‘Good
Day Ladies’’, when first viewed by the
Galibers. The new name ‘‘Mr. Collins’’, and
other items of the painting were changed, to
accurately correspond to names and events of
the time.

Dr. Galiber was the recipient of many hon-
ors, including the Distinguished Physician in
1986 by the Virgin Islands Medical Society
and the American Cancer Society’s Honoree
in 1999.

On June 9th of this year, the Governor Juan
F. Luis Hospital and Medical Center con-
ducted a dedication ceremony of the Andre

´
A.

Galiber, Sr., FACR, Radiology and Cardio-
vascular Laboratory Suite. The unit was dedi-
cated in honor of his significant contributions
to diagnostic imaging. He was also recognized
at that ceremony for implementing the terminal
digit filing system that is still used today.
Some of his peers recognized that he single-
handedly established the Radiology Depart-
ments at both the Charles Harwood and Juan
Luis Hospitals and that due to him, the hos-
pitals will soon have MRI capabilities. His leg-
endary diagnostic skills were praised and ap-
preciation was shown for the tireless work he
performed in other areas of hospitals.

His children consider themselves to be
proud ‘‘Virgin Islanders’’ and claim that their
father taught them to contribute their service
to the West Indian community and to work to-
gether as a family. He encouraged them to
develop their individual talents and actively
fostered their personal development. He and
his namesake, Andre

´
Junior, won golf tour-

naments. Two others Dante and Cecile,
played tennis at the Pan American Games.
Lisa, a world renown fashion model, is multi-
lingual and has a development consulting firm
in San Diego. his daughter Cecile, a Banker
and licensed realtor, heads the Financial Trust
Company in St. Thomas.

His wife of forty-four years, Edith Lewis
Galiber, is a retired Director of Pubic Health
Nursing in St. Croix. All four of his sons are
involved in the field of medicine, one as a car-
diologist, two are radiologist and the other is
their business manager, and also a trained
and registered Technologist in ultrasound.
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Dr. Andre

´
Galiber’s death on September 24,

2000, ended an illustrious life and work, but
the contributions to his community, its culture
and the field of Radiology live on.

Mr. Speaker, I salute Dr. Andre
´

A. Galiber
for his dedicated service to his country, his
profession and the Territory of the U.S. Virgin
Islands. I thank his wife Edith, his seven chil-
dren and fifteen grandchildren, for sharing him
with us.
f

INTRODUCTION OF HEATHER
FRENCH HOMELESS VETERANS
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2000, H.R.
5311

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud and
honored today to introduce the Heather
French Homeless Veterans Assistance Act of
2000. The homeless veterans of our nation
have no better friend, no better advocate than
Miss America 2000. During the past year,
Heather has given generously of her time, tal-
ent, energy and self to challenge this nation to
meet the unmet needs of our homeless vet-
erans. The value of her advocacy for our na-
tion’s homeless veterans this past year cannot
be calculated—it is priceless. From coast to
coast and border to border, Heather has taken
her message of our national responsibility to
provide homeless veterans the assistance
they need and deserve. It is an honor for me
to, in some small way, recognize what Heath-
er French has done and what she means for
our homeless veterans and our nation. The
legislation I introduce today is intended to rec-
ognize and honor Heather French, but it is not
a ceremonial measure.

Nearly four decades ago, President John F.
Kennedy challenged our nation to send a man
to the moon and return him safely to earth be-
fore the end of a decade. He said we would
do it not because it was easy, but because it
was hard. Our nation spent billions of dollars,
some $21.3 billion in 1969 dollars, to meet this
challenge. Today, the cost would be an esti-
mated $110 billion. The crew of Apollo 11,
Armstrong, Aldrin, and Collins, will always be
American heroes. The men and women who
have served this nation in uniform and who
are now homeless are also American heroes.
They are the real survivors.

If we were capable of achieving that goal
set by President Kennedy nearly 40 years
ago, then we are capable of achieving this
goal now—before the end of a decade elimi-
nate homelessness among veterans. We must
honor the service of our women and men who
have served in uniform by providing the re-
sources and opportunity they need to regain
their future and again become productive citi-
zens. This is our challenge. Like generations
before us, we can and will succeed.

Let us never forget that every homeless vet-
eran in America today served as a member of
our Armed Forces. Today’s homeless veterans
were the once eager, excited and maybe a lit-
tle frightened young men and women who
came forward to serve our nation in uniform.
In real terms, they defended our nation. They
were our national defense. They came forward
by the tens of thousands to serve our country.

It is time for our country to come forward to
fully provide the services they now need.

The Heather French Homeless Veterans As-
sistance Act of 2000 is comprehensive legisla-
tion. It contains both innovative and proven
programs. It provides, for example; expanding
successful grant programs, extending the au-
thority of the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) to provide dental care, and authorizing
individual grants to veterans at risk for home-
lessness. Mr. Speaker, I ask that a summary
explanation of the Heather French Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act of 2000 be included
in the RECORD following my statement.

Some may question the need for enacting
comprehensive homeless veterans legislation.
They may ask, ‘‘Don’t programs to help home-
less veterans already exist?’’ The answer is a
qualified yes. VA offers a wide array of special
programs and initiatives designed to help
homeless veterans live as self-sufficiently and
independently as possible. VA’s specialized
homeless veterans treatment programs have
grown and developed since first authorized in
1987. In addition, other federal and community
based programs exist throughout the nation to
offer support and provide assistance to home-
less veterans. Homeless veterans are receiv-
ing assistance and support from many pro-
grams that have demonstrated their effective-
ness.

The question then remains, ‘‘Why are vet-
erans still homeless?’’ The answer is simple.
We have not done enough. The problem is not
ineffective programs. The problem is too few
programs and too many homeless veterans. If
our goal is to end homelessness among vet-
erans, we must do more. Existing programs
must be continued and expanded when pos-
sible. New programs must be established.

For some, the first question will be, ‘‘How
much will this cost?’’ The question that should
be asked instead is, ‘‘What are the costs of
failing to end homelessness among veterans?
What are the costs of failing to provide what
they need to regain their future and again be-
come productive citizens and members of so-
ciety?’’

I strongly support the specialized programs
of the Department of Veterans Affairs intended
to meet the needs of homeless veterans.
These are worthwhile, effective programs. For
fiscal year 2000, the total amount expected to
be spent supporting these programs is $152.5
million dollars. This is clearly not pocket
change, but neither is it enough funding. In
fact, it is far from enough.

Over the course of a year, 345,000 home-
less veterans will experience nearly 126 nights
of homelessness. To meet the needs of nearly
126 million nights of homelessness among
veterans a year, $152.5 million really isn’t very
much. In fact, the total spending this year for
VA’s specialized programs for homeless vet-
erans amounts to approximately $1.25 per
day, per homeless veteran. No matter how ef-
fective or efficient, $1.25 per day, per home-
less veteran can’t be expected to be enough.
On average, this is about $450 per year, per
homeless veteran.

The Homeless Veterans Reintegration Pro-
gram (HVRP), of the Department of Labor,
provides even less support. The purpose of
HVRP is to assist homeless veterans gain em-
ployment and become or move toward self-
sufficiency. Again, HVRP is a good program
which has demonstrated its effectiveness. But
how effective can HVRP be in eliminating

homelessness with an annual budget of $10
million? If the homeless veteran population is
345,000, HVRP can spend, at the utmost, less
than $30 per year, per veteran, on average.

For some, eliminating homelessness among
veterans is simply a question of economics. A
formerly homeless veteran who becomes a
computer programmer earning $40,000 a year
is a contributing member of our society who
will repay many times over in taxes the assist-
ance he or she received. It is in our national
economic interest to once again use the skills
and values learned in military service and to
productively use new skills to benefit every-
one.

For me, this is not simply a question of eco-
nomics. Morally, there is no other choice that
we can make. We must make use of the full
arsenal of programs and tools to help home-
less veterans regain their self-worth, their dig-
nity, their pride and their self-sufficiency. We
can end homelessness among veterans if we
have the will to do so. As the richest nation on
earth, we can afford to do no less.

President Reagan once asked, ‘‘If not us,
who? If not now, when?’’ I ask these same
questions today. We cannot afford to wait any
longer. More importantly, America’s homeless
veterans cannot afford to wait any longer.

If we simply maintain the status quo, over
the next decade there will be more than one
billion nights of homelessness among vet-
erans. Let me repeat that—more than one bil-
lion nights of homelessness among veterans
over the next decade if we simply maintain our
current efforts. If our economy should falter,
even slightly, that number of homeless vet-
erans would undoubtedly increase dramati-
cally.

The most recent assessment of the Com-
munity Homelessness Assessment, Local
Education and Networking Groups
(CHALENG) was issued in May 2000 by the
Department of Veterans Affairs. That assess-
ment reported that there were an estimated
344,983 homeless veterans during 1999, an
increase of 34 percent above the 1998 esti-
mate of 256,872 homeless veterans.

Veterans continue to constitute a significant
and disproportionately greater percentage of
homeless men than their non-veteran peers.
Twenty-three percent of the homeless male
population are veterans while thirteen percent
of the general male population are veterans.

The CHALENG assessment issued in May
2000, by the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA), also reported there is a need now for
more than 110,000 additional beds to meet
current needs of homeless veterans. Those
additional beds will not be enough, however.
Food, clothing, social services, medical serv-
ices, job training and readiness programs and
so much more will also be needed. It can be
done and we must do it.

This same assessment of the needs of
homeless veterans issued by the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) reported VA and com-
munity partnerships during 1999 were respon-
sible for establishing 4,943 total beds for
homeless veterans which included emergency,
transitional and permanent beds. If 5,000 addi-
tional beds are provided annually to meet the
needs of homeless veterans, more than two
decades will be required to meet the current
need for additional beds to serve homeless
veterans. According to an informal cost esti-
mate provided by VA, $1 billion will be re-
quired to establish the new beds now needed
by homeless veterans.
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The Congressional Budget Office forecast a

federal budget surplus totaling $268 billion for
fiscal year 2001 and a budget surplus of over
$4.5 trillion over the next ten years. We are
the most powerful and richest nation on earth.
Economically, we can afford to end homeless-
ness among veterans. Morally, we must. Mor-
ally, there is no other choice that we can
make. We must make use of the full arsenal
of programs and tools to help homeless vet-
erans regain their self-worth, their dignity, their
pride and their self-sufficiency.

I am pleased the Heather French Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act of 2000 has already
received support from the Veterans Organiza-
tions Homeless Council. The members of the
Veterans Organizations Homeless Council
represent ten major national veteran service
organizations. These organizations are The
American Legion, AMVETS, Blinded Veterans
Association, Disabled American Veterans,
Jewish War Veterans, Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Non Commissioned Officers As-
sociation, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and Vietnam Veterans
of America. The Veterans Organizations
Homeless Council ‘‘strongly supports the com-
prehensive recommendations advanced by
Congressman LANE EVANS, Illinois, in a legis-
lative proposal that will offer a strategic pro-
gram to break the vicious cycle of veterans
homelessness in cities and towns across this
Nation.’’

In addition, I am also very pleased this leg-
islation has won the support of Miss America
2000. Heather French has carried a torch of
compassion which has shown light on the
plight of America’s homeless veterans. She
has given voice to homeless veterans who
have been voiceless and visibility to homeless
veterans who have been invisible to society in
general. Her efforts have raised the aware-
ness of the American people regarding the
struggles and circumstances of the thousands
of homeless men and women who have
served our nation in uniform.

By her words and deeds Miss America 2000
has demonstrated her steadfast commitment
to leaving no homeless veteran behind. From
the halls of Congress, to homeless shelters,
and to communities across America, Heather
French has inspired us to a single goal—end-
ing homelessness among America’s veterans.
As Miss America 2000, Heather French has
well represented the Miss America Organiza-
tion—the largest provider of scholarship as-
sistance, exclusively for women, in the world.
As an advocate for our homeless veterans,
Heather French has maintained The Miss
America Organization tradition of many dec-
ades of empowering American women to
achieve their personal and professional goals,
while providing a forum in which to express
their opinions, talents, and intelligence. Her
year of service as Miss America will end next
month, but her commitment will not. She will
continue to speak for those who are voiceless,
seek shelter for those who have none, and re-
mind us of our obligation to those who have
served.

Heather French has said, ‘‘homeless vet-
erans want to be able to regain personal pride
by taking personal responsibility to remove the
barriers that have prevented their transition to
productive citizenship.’’ ‘‘I applaud this legisla-
tion that focuses on a comprehensive package
of proposals that will lead to ending homeless-
ness among our nation’s veterans so they can
once again be proud citizens.’’

The National Coalition for Homeless Vet-
erans (NCHV) has also endorsed this legisla-
tion. NCHV executive director Linda Boone
has said ‘‘this bill will become the platform to
address homeless veterans’ issues in the
107th Congress and we look forward to a con-
tinued active relationship between Ms. French
and Mr. EVANS towards the goal of ending
homelessness among our nation’s veterans.’’

I am proud to have the support of Ms.
French, major veterans organizations, and
community based providers of services to
homeless veterans. I urge my colleagues to
support and cosponsor H.R. 5311, the Heath-
er French Homeless Veterans Assistance Act
of 2000.

HEATHER FRENCH HOMELESS VETERANS
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2000

SUMMARY OF H.R. 5311

1. Findings
2. National Goal to end homelessness

among Veterans within a decade
3. Establish the Homeless Veterans Advi-

sory Committee, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs

4. Requires annual meeting for Interagency
Council on Homeless

5. Evaluation of homeless programs
6. Changes in veterans equitable resource

allocation methodology
7. Grant program for homeless veterans

with special needs
8. Coordination of services for veterans at

risk of homelessness
9. Centers of Excellence in integrated men-

tal health services delivery
10. Expansion of authority for dental care
11. Programmatic expansions
12. Various Authorities
13. Temporary Assistance Grants
14. Emergency Homeless Grants
15. Technical Assistance Grants
16. Manufactured Housing Loans
17. Increase Homeless Veterans Reintegra-

tion Program annual authorization to $50
million

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE ON
PEACE PROCESS IN NORTHERN
IRELAND

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my strong support of House Resolu-
tion 547 and I commend my colleague, Con-
gressman Neal, for bringing this important
measure to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, the last 4 years have brought
great change to Northern Ireland and we are
all hopeful that these changes will eventually
yield peace. Unfortunately, the devil is in the
details. One of the most glaring of these de-
tails is the matter of policing. If there is going
to be lasting peace in Northern Ireland, then
there must be reform of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary [RUC]—Northern Ireland’s police
force. The RUC is comprised of 92 percent
Protestant officers and human rights organiza-
tions have historically accused this police
force of brutality against Catholics in the re-
gion.

Without addressing this contentious and
complex problem, it will be impossible for
peace to reign in Northern Ireland. I might add

that the United States is no stranger to inci-
dents of police brutality. In fact, we have bills
pending in Congress which call for reforms of
police enforcement practices. We know in the
United States that if a community does not
have trust in the law enforcement charged
with policing them, then chaos and unrest will
rule. We must be consistent in our country
and when we call for peace in other countries,
like Northern Ireland. That is why I urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of House Reso-
lution 547.

This resolution encourages the British Par-
liament to follow the recommendations of the
Patten Report: To give the police force a new
name, new badges and symbols free of the
British or Irish states; to no longer fly the
Union flag at police stations; and, to substan-
tially increase the proportion of Catholic offi-
cers to 30 percent of the total force in 10
years.

If the parties involved in the peace agree-
ment can accept these recommendations and
implement them in a timely fashion, then I be-
lieve that they can achieve lasting peace in
Northern Ireland. Mr. Speaker, I urge all my
colleagues to support House Resolution 547.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Sep-
tember 25th, I was unavoidably detained in my
district.

On rollcall No. 487, H. Con. Res. 399, rec-
ognizing the 25th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975, had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’.
f

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS
CHURCH CELEBRATES CENTEN-
NIAL

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the enduring faith of the pa-
rishioners of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
in Edwardsville, Pennsylvania, which will cele-
brate the centennial anniversary of its found-
ing on October 22, 2000.

The parish has its roots in the immigration
of people from Slovakia who began to settle in
the Wyoming Valley in the late 1870s and
early 1880s. They came to the area upon
hearing of the abundant work in the coal
mines. At that time, there were no churches
specifically for people of Slovak descent, so
they attended churches where most of the
members’ first language was English.

Around 1885, a Slovak parish, St. Stephen’s
Church, was founded in Plymouth and many
people from the Edwardsville area traveled
there on foot for services on Sundays and
other holy days. However, this travel was dif-
ficult, especially in the winter months, and so
the Slovak people of Edwardsville joined to-
gether and began work to build their own
church.
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In September 1900, Bishop Michael J.

Hoban officiated at the dedication of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church on Grove Street in
Edwardsville. Until the winter of 1901, the pas-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church in Plymouth also
served as their pastor, when the arrival of Fa-
ther John Jedlicka gave the parishioners of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church their own
clergyman.

Father Jedlicka oversaw several modifica-
tions to the church structure, including the
tower and much of the interior, at a cost of
$1,400, quite a sum at the time. During his
tenure, the parish also purchased land on
Pringle Hill for a cemetery and started a four-
classroom school in the church basement.

In 1904, Father Jedlicka was replaced by a
newly ordained priest, who had to leave be-
cause he could not find a place to live. The
parishioners borrowed $3,000 to build a rec-
tory, which was completed in 1905, and Fa-
ther Jedlicka returned. That building still
stands today on the corner of Grove and
Hurbane streets in Edwardsville.

The following year, the parish tragically lost
its church building, dedicated only six years
before, in a fire. The current church on Zerbey
Avenue was built in 1907 to replace it.

In 1921, Father Jedlicka died and was re-
placed by Father Edward Bellas, who served
the parish for about eight years. He in turn
was replaced by Father Stephen Gurcik, who
was pastor until 1943, guiding the parish dur-
ing the difficult years of the Great Depression.
Many events were held to raise money, nota-
bly parish picnics, and finances began to im-
prove in the 1940s. Father Gurcik loved the
outdoors and often took the alter servers
camping. During his tenure, the parish also
sponsored a baseball team.

Father Joseph Podskoch served as pastor
from 1943 until his death in 1949. He held
bingo and other events to reduce the church’s
still-considerable debt. He was well-known in
Edwardsville and would often walk up and
down the streets to meet the people.

Father Michael Harvan, who became pastor
in 1949, instituted a ‘‘day’s wage’’ collection.
During his pastorate, a few parishioners made
sizable donations to the parish, and many im-
provements to the church were made. It also
became possible to pay all existing debts.
While pastor at Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Fa-
ther Harvan was honored by becoming a Mon-
signor, or Prelate of Honor to the Pope. Upon
his retirement in 1985, he left the parish with
a sizable amount in its savings account.

In 1985, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was joined with St. Anthony of Padua Church
in Larksville, and both shared the same pas-
tor, Father Joseph Ziobro. Since Father Ziobro
lived at St. Anthony’s Rectory, the one at St.
Cyril and Methodius was sold at that time. Fa-
ther Ziobro worked hard to bring the two
churches together as one parish family.

In 1990, Father Ziobro was transferred and
Father Andrew Strish became pastor of the
two churches until he was transferred in 1996.
Father Bernard Evanofski then became pastor
of the two churches. Upon his arrival, it was
obvious that Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was in need of a new roof and other repairs.
Through a capital fund campaign and the gen-
erosity of the parishioners, all needed repairs
were made, including a new roof.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius church continue to be active and
strongly supportive of all parish functions as

they celebrate both the centennial of the
church’s founding and the Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000. I salute them on the occasion of
this milestone anniversary, and I am pleased
to call their faith and service to the attention
of the House of Representatives.
f

PRESCRIPTION DRUG RELIEF

HON. RUBE
´
N HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, time is run-

ning out. We are coming down the home
stretch of the 106th Congress. Shortly we will
be returning home to our respective congres-
sional districts to report to our constituents
what we have accomplished these past 2
years. I would like to be able to say that we’ve
done something about the sky rocketing prices
of prescription drugs.

This has certainly been a priority for me.
This has defiantly been a priority for Demo-
crats. Sadly, there are some for whom this is
not a priority—and just who is going to pay the
price for this indifference. The answer is
America’s seniors. The one issue that I have
heard more about from senior citizens as well
as their sons and daughters, these past 2
years than any other, is the outrageous cost of
prescription drugs. I can’t even begin to count
the number of letters I have received, the
phone calls I have had and the people that
have come up to me when I am at home in
my district, all imploring me to pass prescrip-
tion drug legislation now.

The voices of seniors must be heard—Now.
I urge my colleagues in the House—lets pass
a prescription drug bill before we adjourn in
October of this congress. The Nation’s seniors
deserve more than rhetoric—they deserve ac-
tion.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000
Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained on the afternoon and evening of
September 26, 2000 and, therefore, was un-
able to attend any votes held during the pe-
riod. Had I been present, I would have voted
in the affirmative on every recorded vote.
These votes include: H.R. 1248—the Violence
Against Women Act; H.R. 2572—the Apollo
Exploration Award Act; H.R. 5117—the Miss-
ing Children Tax Fairness Act; H.J. Res.
109—making continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 2001; H.R. 5175—the Small Busi-
ness Liability Relief Act; and H.R. 4292—the
Born Alive Infants Protection Act.
f

PEACE THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS
ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000
Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, like all Members

of this body I share the hope that Israel and

its neighbors—including the Palestinians—will
negotiate a comprehensive and lasting peace.

In fact, recent news suggests that Pales-
tinian and Israeli negotiators may soon re-
sume their formal discussions.

Does America have a role to play in helping
the two sides reach a final settlement?

Of course we do.
As President Clinton has shown us—time

and again—American leadership makes the
difference.

But, as any mediator will tell you, there is a
difference between leading—and interfering.

The measure before us is interfering.
It will have only one effect: to polarize a

complex situation even further, and undermine
America’s ability to help the two sides come
together.

That doesn’t help the Israelis.
That doesn’t help the Palestinians.
And it certainly doesn’t help the cause of

peace.
In his recent speech before the United Na-

tions, Prime Minister Barak said: ‘‘We are
standing at the Rubicon and neither of us can
cross it alone.’’

Mr. Speaker, I for one believe America has
to be prepared to cross that Rubicon with
them.

But being a partner in helping to win peace,
does not give us the authority to dictate its
terms.
f

ANTI-SEMITIC NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE IN RUSSIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
fall of the Soviet Union saw the emergence of
open anti-Semitism in Russia. While the gov-
ernment was abandoning its official policy of
discrimination against Jews, anti-Semitism
was being resurrected by certain political and
social elements within Russian society, or
‘‘privatized,’’ as one observer put it.

Not that anti-Semitism is a distinctly Russian
phenomenon. Our own history has shown that
at times of economic difficulties or societal
challenge extremist figures and groups ped-
dling anti-Semitic or other hate philosophies
may arise within our midst.

Nevertheless, I was surprised and disturbed
when the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
called my attention to a recent article in the
Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta en-
titled ‘‘Strategy of ‘Globallization Leadership’
For Russia. First Priority Indirect Strategic Ac-
tions To Ensure National Security.’’ This article
was penned by a Mr. Alexandr Ignatov, the di-
rector of a think tank under the jurisdiction of
the Presidential Administration of Russia. In
his lengthy opus, the author asserts that the
activities of a ‘‘world government’’ are a key
influence on globalization processes, and that
a ‘‘Hasidic-paramasonic group’’ has usurped
power within this world government. Moreover,
this ‘‘Hasidic-paramasonic group’’ has alleg-
edly decided that Russia should be excluded
from leadership in the globalization process
and be viewed exclusively as a source of raw
materials for the ‘‘New World Order.’’

This ‘‘usurpation of power in the world gov-
ernment by the Hasidic-paramasonic group re-
quires immediate correction,’’ says Mr.
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Ignatov, which should include such initiatives
as establishing Orthodox and Islam as state
religions and imposing a departure tax on per-
sons of childbearing age and ‘‘trained special-
ists.’’

Mr. Speaker, what can we say? Do Mr.
Putin and others in the Russian Government
take seriously the advice of people who prattle
on about ‘‘Hasidic-paramasonic’’ groups
usurping power in a so-called ‘‘world govern-
ment’’? The Ignatov article is, at best, a vacu-
ous ramble about the ‘‘New World Order and
world government, and, at worst, a vicious
piece of anti-Semitism reflecting the mind set
of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. To wrap
fish in it would be to insult fish.

For the record, the Russian Orthodox
Church, for all its claims as the historic Chris-
tian faith in Russia, has rejected the idea of
becoming the state church. Even the Soviet
government backed down from the departure
tax idea back in the early 1980s.

In my opinion, this article is unworthy of
Nezavisimaya Gazeta, a widely read news-
paper of a generally ‘‘centrist’’ orientation. I
don’t deny their right to print whatever they
want, but I find it hard to believe that the edi-
tors of Nezavisimaya Gazeta want their publi-
cation to resemble some of the many anti-Se-
mitic rags that have emerged in post-Soviet
Russia.

In any event, I would certainly hope that the
leadership of the Russian Government dis-
avows the article, the author and certainly the
policy prescriptions suggested.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to weather
delays, I was unable to participate in the fol-
lowing vote. If I had been present, I would
have voted as follows:

September 25, 2000, rollcall vote 478, on
recognizing the 25th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’
f

SERBIA DEMOCRATIZATION ACT
OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. MARSHALL ‘‘MARK’’ SANFORD
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2000

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sup-
port of H.R. 1064, The Serbia Montenegro De-
mocracy Act of 1999. In April of last year, I of-
fered a bill containing many of the same provi-
sions of Mr. Smith’s bill with the belief that we
needed to come up with some alternative
strategy, in dealing with Milosevic and the situ-
ation in the Balkans.

In wake of the alleged fraud during yester-
day’s election, I believe it is as important now
as it was last April that we begin focusing on
what we are doing in the former Yugoslavia.
What this bill attempts to do is look towards
the future of the region, and I believe begs a

larger point of what are we doing in that part
of the world.

For starters, look at the cost of our military
operations in Kosovo, such as Noble Anvil,
Joint Guardian, Balkan Call, Eagle Eye, Sus-
tained Hope, Task Force Hawk thus far these
programs have totaled over $5 billion. Then
add in the cost in Bosnia, roughly $8.95 bil-
lion. Lastly, add in other missions in the Bal-
kans and the total amount of United States
taxpayers money spent in the region since
1991 comes to $15.7 billion. I have to ask the
question, where does it end?

We still have troops in Bosnia and Kosovo,
despite promises to bring them home. If we
have not begun to find some kind of alter-
native to our current strategy in Montenegro,
history will repeat itself. The U.S. has already
made commitment after commitment in the
Balkans and a break away Montenegro would
probably be no different.

So I would applaud Mr. Smith’s leadership
for incorporating my bill into today’s legislation.
I would hope that this and future administra-
tions come up with some kind of strategy
other than sending troops and bombs through
the sky with the Balkans, because that seems
to be our current strategy. I think that this bill
is a more effective and efficient alternative.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber on Mon-
day, July 25, 2000 when rollcall vote No. 487
was cast and on Tuesday, July 26, 2000 when
rollcall vote No. 493 was cast. Had I been
present in this Chamber at the time these
votes were cast, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on
each of them.
f

IN HONOR OF ADAM VENESKI,
PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE’S
FIREHOUSE OF WILLIAMSBURG,
BROOKLYN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today with my colleague NYDIA
VELA

´
ZQUEZ, to pay special tribute to Adam

Veneski, the President of The People’s Fire-
house and a pillar of the Northern Brooklyn
community, who recently passed away.

Mr. Veneski, who in early 1975 was a well-
liked neighborhood grocer in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn, suddenly became a passionate polit-
ical activist after his neighborhood firehouse,
Engine 212, was closed as a result of the
Mayor Abe Beame’s financial cutbacks. Disillu-
sioned by the excessive number of firehouse
closings and concerned for the safety of his
neighbors, Mr. Veneski organized a campaign
against the city government aimed at changing
the Mayor’s mind. Mr. Veneski, using every re-
source he had, however limited, strove to-
wards achieving a single, meaningful goal—to
save Engine 212.

Conceiving one of New York City’s most
memorable acts of civil disobedience, Mr.
Veneski encouraged neighbors to sleep in the
firehouse on round-the-clock shifts for nearly
eighteen months while holding the fire truck
hostage as a direct message to the city to
keep North Brooklyn’s firehouse open. When
the Mayor ordered his opposition removed, a
deputy fire chief said, ‘‘We’re not going to re-
move them, it’s the people’s firehouse.’’ The
name has stuck around since—and so has
Adam Veneski.

Mr. Veneski’s goal was not only achieved
through his public protests, but it was also re-
alized as a result of his relentless research
into facts that exhibited the necessity of pre-
serving Engine 212. Mr. Veneski became an
expert on fire-related injuries in his neighbor-
hood, pointing out that eight fire-related deaths
had occurred during the eighteen months En-
gine 212 was closed. As a result of the valiant
efforts of Mr. Veneski and his neighbors, En-
gine 212, now known as the People’s Fire-
house, was reopened and the alarming in-
crease in fire deaths in Williamsburg strongly
reduced.

Mr. Veneski, fresh from his triumphal suc-
cess as a community activist and invigorated
by his role in helping the community, contin-
ued to serve his North Brooklyn neighborhood.
After Engine 212 was reopened as a fully
operational fire station, Mr. Veneski and his
united neighbors formed a community assist-
ance program, the People’s Firehouse, Inc.
(PFI). PFI provides legal outreach and medi-
ation services, language education specialists,
and housing development assistance to the
residents of North Brooklyn. The People’s
Firehouse is celebrating its twenty-fifth year of
public service this year and owes it success to
a kind and personable grocer from Williams-
burg Brooklyn—Adam Veneski.

From simple beginnings and with few re-
sources, Mr. Veneski pioneered a movement
that not only assisted in the improvement of
the lives of those in his community, but
through the preservation of the People’s Fire-
house and his dogged determination, saved
many of those lives as well. North Brooklyn
lost a tenacious advocate with the death of
Adam Veneski. He will be sorely missed.
f

HONORING GEORGE H. WELDON,
SR.

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and congratulate a long-time constituent
of the 15th Congressional District of New York
and certainly a very dear friend, George H.
Weldon, Sr.

On September 28, 2000, George Weldon
will receive the Tenth Annual Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Phoenix Award from the Abyssinian
Development Corporation which is a com-
prehensive community development and
human services organization serving the Har-
lem community.

George Weldon is one of Harlem’s leading
businessmen. He has operated the George H.
Weldon Funeral Home, Inc., a well-respected
family owned funeral business located in Har-
lem, for over forty years.
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A committed civic and business leader, Mr.

Weldon is currently a member of various
boards including Empire State Funeral Direc-
tors Association, Metropolitan Funeral Direc-
tors Association, Harlem Junior Tennis
League, and Vice President of LaGuardia Me-
morial House. He also serves as the Secretary
of the Board of the Business Resource and In-
vestment Service Center (BRISC) of the
Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone.

Active in the Harlem Business Alliance since
1987, he later served two terms as President.
It was during those terms, that he led the or-
ganization into the forefront of economic de-
velopment in Harlem and throughout New
York City.

In 1995, I appointed George Weldon to the
Uptown Partnership where he currently serves
as its Chairman. The Partnership was con-
vened to bring together the diverse business
communities in the Upper Manhattan Em-
powerment Zone. He also serves on the May-
or’s Harlem Task Force for Conflict Resolu-
tion.

A native of Harlem, Mr. Weldon served in
the U.S. Army and is an Honorable Dis-
charged veteran of World War II and the Ko-
rean Conflict. Upon leaving the Army, he at-
tended the American Academy of Mortuary
Science College where he graduated as a Li-
censed Funeral Director.

George Weldon has received numerous
awards and citations for his service and com-
mitment to the community including the Edu-
cation Alumni Group of City College of New
York (Business Educator of the Year), the
Metropolitan Civic League (Martin Luther King,
Jr. Award), and the New York Urban League
(Building Brick Award).

Mr. Weldon is married and is the father of
two children, both of whom have followed in
his footsteps as Funeral Directors. He is also
the grandfather of five.

In his own words: ‘‘Let’s not only leave our
children a legacy of love, but a legacy of eco-
nomic empowerment.’’
f

THE INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘THE
MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND SCHIP
BALANCED BUDGET REFINE-
MENT ACT OF 2000’’

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join with my friend and colleague, the Gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. FRANK, the
entire Massachusetts delegation in the House,
and many of my other colleagues in the
House in introducing the ‘‘Medicare, Medicaid,
SCHIP Balanced Budget Refinement Act of
2000.’’

Mr. Speaker, in this era of unprecedented
surplus, we must ask the question, ‘‘Who’s
surplus is it?’’ The answer is, ‘‘it’s the seniors’
surplus.’’ The legislation we are introducing
today is closely modeled after legislation (S.
3077) recently introduced in the Senate, and
will provide $40 to $50 billion over five years
in additional Medicare and Medicaid payments
to health care providers adversely affected by
the cuts in the 1997 law, including hospitals,
home health agencies, managed care plans,
and nursing homes.

In 1997, seniors in our country were told
that the price tag for Balanced Budget Act was
going to be $115 billion. Even then, the Gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) and I
thought that price was too high, and that was
one of the principal reasons we voted against
the bill. But today, we find ourselves in a situ-
ation where the actual cost of the BBA is turn-
ing out to be over $200 billion. In addition to
the cost of the BBA doubling, Medicare spend-
ing is down sharply, increasing by just 1.5 per-
cent in FY98, decreasing by 1.0 percent in
FY99, and increasing just 1.5 percent in
FY2000—well below the predicted growth
rates for the program.

Mr. Speaker, we owe our seniors a refund.
That’s not too much to ask for the men and
women who built this country. The 1997 Medi-
care cuts have harmed seniors, and I believe
we should give this senior surplus back to the
seniors to pay for their health care programs.

Congress is working on a package of Medi-
care givebacks this year to deal with the most
critical aspects of the BBA cuts, a package
that will cost about $21 billion. However, I am
hopeful that as we move forward in the few re-
maining weeks of this session, that we will in-
crease the price tag for this package. $21 bil-
lion is not going to be enough to get the job
done.

Mr. Speaker, the following is a summary of
the legislation, outlining specific areas of relief,
such as community and teaching hospitals,
skilled nursing facilities, home health care fa-
cilities, and Medicare HMOs, which I submit
into the RECORD.

THE MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND SCHIP
BALANCED BUDGET REFINEMENT ACT OF 2000
We believe strong that Congress, in light of

the projected budget surplus for the next five
years, should provide substantial relief to
health care providers hurt by the 1997 Bal-
anced Budget Act. Today, we are introducing
the House companion bill to S. 3077, the Bal-
anced Budget Refinement Act of 2000.

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE KEY
PROVISIONS OF THE LEGISLATION:

Hospitals: Significant portions of the BBA
spending reductions have impacted hos-
pitals. According to the Medicare Payment
Advisory Commission (MedPAC), ‘‘Hospitals’
financial status deteriorated significantly in
1998 and 1999,’’ the years following enact-
ment of BBA. BBRA–2000 would address the
most pressing problems facing hospitals by:

Fully restoring, for fiscal years ’01 and ’02,
inpatient market basket payments to keep
up with increases in hospital costs, an im-
provement that will help all hospitals.

Preventing implementation of further re-
ductions in (IME) payment rates for vital
teaching hospitals—which are on the cutting
edge of medical research and provide essen-
tial care to a large proportion of indigent pa-
tients. Support for medical training and re-
search at independent children’s hospitals is
also included in the Democratic proposal.

Targeting additional relief to rural hos-
pitals (Critical Access Hospitals, Medicare
Dependent Hospitals, and Sole Community
Hospitals) and making it easier for them to
qualify for disproportionate share payments
under Medicare.

Providing additional support for hospitals
with a disproportionate share of indigent pa-
tients, including elimination of scheduled re-
ductions in Medicare and Medicaid dis-
proportionate share (DSH) payments, and ex-
tending Medicaid to legal immigrant chil-
dren and pregnant women, as well as pro-
viding State Children’s health Insurance
Program (SCHIP) coverage to these children.

Establishing a grant program to assist hos-
pitals in their transition to a more data in-
tensive care-delivery model.

Providing Puerto Rico hospitals with a
more favorable payment rate (specifically,
the inpatient operating blend rate) as
MedPAC data suggests is warranted.

Home Health. The BBA hit home health
agencies particularly hard. Home health
spending dropped 45 percent between 1997 and
1999, while the number of home health agen-
cies declined by more than 2000 over that pe-
riod. MedPAC has cautioned against imple-
menting next year the scheduled 15 percent
reduction in payments. BBRA–2000 would:

Repeal the scheduled 15 percent cut in the
home health payments, remove medical sup-
plies in the home health prospective pay-
ment system (PPS), provide a 10-percent up-
ward adjustment in rural home health pay-
ments to address the special needs of rural
home health agencies in the transition to
PPS. Security costs for high crime areas are
also covered in this legislation.

Provides $500 million to care for ‘‘outlier’’,
or the sickest and most costly, patients.

Clarifies the ‘‘homebound’’ definition al-
lowing Medicare beneficiaries to attend
adult day care, religious services or impor-
tant family events while continuing to re-
ceive home health benefits.

Allows home health agencies to list tele-
medical services on their cost reports and or-
ders HCFA to study whether these services
should be reimbursable under Medicare.

Provide full update payments (inflation)
for medical equipment, oxygen, and other
suppliers.

Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNFs). The
BBA was expected to reduce payments to
skilled nursing facilities by about $9.5 bil-
lion. The actual reduction in payments to
SNFs over the period is estimated to be sig-
nificantly larger. BBRA–2000 would:

Allow nursing home payments to keep up
with increases in costs through a full market
basket update for SNFs for FY 2001 and FY
2002, and market basket plus two percent for
additional payments.

Further delay caps on the amount of phys-
ical/speech therapy and occupational therapy
a patient can receive while the Secretary
completes a scheduled study on this issue.

Rural. Rural providers typically serve a
larger proportion of Medicare beneficiaries
and are more adversely affected by reduc-
tions in Medicare payments. In addition to
the rural relief measures noted above (under
‘‘hospitals’’), BBRA–2000 addresses the
unique situation faced in rural areas through
a number of measures, including: a perma-
nent ‘‘hold-harmless’’ exemption for small
rural hospitals from the Medicare Outpatient
PPS; assistance for rural home health agen-
cies; a capital loan fund to improve infra-
structure of small rural facilities; assistance
to develop technology related to new pro-
spective payment systems; bonus payments
for providers who serve independent hos-
pitals; ensuring rural facilities can continue
to offer quality lab services to beneficiaries;
and specific provisions to assist Rural Health
Clinics.

Hospice. Payments to hospices have not
kept up with the cost of providing care be-
cause of the cost of prescription drugs, the
therapies now in end-of-life care, as well as
decreasing lengths of stay. Hospice base
rates have not been increased since 1989.
BBRA–2000 would provide significant addi-
tional funding for hospice services to ac-
count for their increasing costs, including
full market basket updates for fiscal years
’01 and ’02 and a 10-percent upward adjust-
ment in the underlying hospice rates.

Medicare+Choice. This legislation would
ensure that appropriate payments are made
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to Medicare+Choice (M+C) plans. Expendi-
tures by Medicare for its fee-for-service pro-
viders included in BBRA–2000 indirectly ben-
efit M+C plans to a significant extent. More-
over, the legislation includes an increase in
the M+C growth percentage for fiscal years
’01 and ’02, permitting plans to move to the
50:50 blended payment one year earlier, and
allowing plans which have decided to with-
draw to reconsider by November 2000.

Physicians. Congress understands the pres-
sures that physicians face to deliver high-
quality care while still complying with pay-
ment and other regulatory obligations.
BBRA–2000 provides for comprehensive stud-
ies of issues important to physicians, includ-
ing: the practice expense component of the
Resource-Based Relative Value Scale
(RBRVS) physician payment system, post-
payment audits, and regulatory burdens.
BBRA–2000 would provide relief to physicians
in training, whose debt can often be crush-
ing, by lowering the threshold for loan
deferment from $72,000 to $48,000.

Beneficiary Improvements. House Demo-
crats continue to believe that passage of a
universal, affordable, voluntary, and mean-
ingful Medicare prescription drug benefit is
the highest priority for beneficiaries. In ad-
dition, BBRA–2000 would directly assist
beneficiaries in the following ways:

Coinsurance: BBRA–2000 would lower bene-
ficiary coinsurance to achieve a true 20 per-
cent beneficiary copayment for all hospital
outpatient services within 20 years.

Preventive Benefits: The bill would provide
for significant advances in preventive medi-
cine for Medicare beneficiaries, including
waiver of deductibles and cost-sharing, glau-

coma screening, counseling for smoking ces-
sation, and nutrition therapy.

Immunosuppressive Drugs: The bill would
remove current restrictions on payment for
immunosuppressive drugs for organ trans-
plant patients.

ALS: The bill would waive the 24-month
waiting period for Medicare disability cov-
erage for individuals diagnosed with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).

M+C Transition: For beneficiaries who
have lost Medicare+Choice plans in their
area, BBRA-2000 includes provisions that
would strengthen fee-for-service Medicare
and assist beneficiaries in the period imme-
diately following loss of service.

Return-to-home: The bill would allow
beneficiaries to return to the same nursing
home or other appropriate site-of-care after
a hospital stay.

Part B penalty: The bill would limit the
penalty for late enrollment in Medicare Part
B.

Vision Services: The bill would allow bene-
ficiaries to access vision rehabilitation serv-
ices provided by Orientation and Mobility
Specialists, Low Vision Therapists, and Re-
habilitation Teachers.

Other Provisions. BBRA–2000 would address
other high priority issues, including: im-
proved payment for dialysis in fee-for-service
and M+C to assure access to quality care for
end stage renal disease (ESRD) patients; in-
creased market basket updates for ambu-
lance providers in fiscal years ’01 and ’02; an
immediate opt-in to the new ambulance fee
schedule for affected providers; and enhanced
training opportunities for geriatricians and
clinical psychologists. BBRA–2000 also The

Act in addition includes important modifica-
tions to the Community Nursing Organiza-
tion (CNO) demonstration project, and addi-
tional funding for the Ricky Ray Hemophilia
program.

Medicaid and SCHIP. The growing number
of uninsured individuals and declining en-
rollment in the Medicaid program are issues
that also must be addressed. To improve ac-
cess to health care for the uninsured and en-
sure that services available through the
Medicaid and SCHIP programs are reaching
those eligible for assistance, BBRA–2000 in-
cludes the following provisions:

Improve eligibility and enrollment proc-
esses in SCHIP and Medicaid.

Extend and improve the Transitional Med-
ical Assistance program for people who leave
welfare for work.

Improve access to Medicare cost-sharing
assistance for low-income beneficiaries.

Give states grants to develop home and
community based services for beneficiaries
who would otherwise be in nursing homes.

Create a new prospective payment system
(PPS) for Community Health Centers to en-
sure they remain a strong, viable component
of our health care safety net.

Extend Medicaid coverage of breast and
cervical cancer treatment to women diag-
nosed through the federally-funded early de-
tection program.

Permit nurse practitioners and clinical
nurse specialists to bill independently under
State Medicaid plans, regardless of whether
or not a physician or other health care pro-
vider is supervising.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,

agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
September 28, 2000 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

OCTOBER 3

9:30 a.m.
Environment and Public Works

To hold oversight hearings on the use of
comparative risk assesment in setting

priorities and on the Science Advisory
Board’s Residual Risk Report.

SD–406
Judiciary
Administrative Oversight and the Courts

Subcommittee
To continue oversight hearings on the

Wen Ho Lee case.
SD–226

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine the impact

of high fuel cost on low-income fami-
lies.

SD–430
Judiciary
Youth Violence Subcommittee

To hold oversight hearings to examine
Office of Justice programs, focusing on
drug courts.

Room to be announced
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings on internet privacy
issues.

SR–253
10 a.m.

Intelligence
Closed business meeting to consider pend-

ing intelligence matters.
SH–219

OCTOBER 4

9:30 a.m.
Small Business

To hold hearings on U.S. Forest Service
issues relating to small business.

SR–428A

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine health care

coverage issues.
SD–430

Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold oversight hearings on seaport se-

curity.
SR–253

10:30 a.m.
Intelligence

To hold closed hearings on pending intel-
ligence matters.

SH–219

OCTOBER 5

9:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Labor, Health and Human Services, and

Education Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the status

of Gulf War illnesses.
SD–124

Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings on tobacco related

issues.
SR–253

Energy and Natural Resources
Energy Research, Development, Produc-

tion and Regulation Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the elec-

tricity challenges facing the North-
west.

SD–366
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