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have a shared desire in regional sta-
bility. Indeed, in many ways, initiating
a productive diplomatic dialogue with
China on Asian security may be more
difficult than maintaining our quali-
tative edge on power projection.

Again, | commend this excellent re-
port by the Congressional Research
Service which was coordinated by Shir-
ley Kan, a specialist in National Secu-
rity Policy. It is one of the most com-
prehensive, unclassified assessments
currently available on Chinese conven-
tional arms acquisitions.

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, it has
been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but still this Repub-
lican Congress refuses to act on sen-
sible gun legislation.

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been Kkilled by gunfire. Until
we act, Democrats in the Senate will
read the names of some of those who
have lost their lives to gun violence in
the past year, and we will continue to
do so every day that the Senate is in
session.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue this fight. Following are
the names of some of the people who
were killed by gunfire one year ago
today.

October 10, 1999:

Delbert Deaton, Dallas, TX; Sedric
Gillespie, 24, Denver, CO; Julian La-
nier, 31, Denver, CO; Maria-Teresa
Marquicias, San Francisco, CA; Dexter
Lamont McKee, 19, Washington, DC;
Cherry L. Minor, 22, New Orleans, LA;
Donald Nelms, 56, Hollywood, FL; Jack
Nowlin, 63, Miami-Dade County, FL;
Joseph Ridual, San Francisco, CA; Noel
Ridual, San Francisco, CA; CIiff Rob-
erts, 22, Bloomington, IN; Baltazar
Torres, 18, Wilmington, DE; Craig Wat-
kins, 23, Baltimore, MD; Derrick
White, 30, Oakland, CA; Anthony M.
Witt, 27, Chicago, IL; Unidentified
Male, 26, Norfolk, VA; and Unidentified
Male, San Francisco, CA.

One victim of gun violence I men-
tioned, 22-year-old Cherry Minor of
New Orleans, was pregnant when she
was shot and killed one year ago today.
Cherry was at home with her two small
children and a friend when her husband
forced his way into her house and shot
her in the head. Cherry was separated
from her husband, who police say had a
history of domestic violence.

We cannot sit back and allow such
senseless gun violence to continue. The
deaths of these people are a reminder
to all of us that we need to enact sen-
sible gun legislation now.

CUBA POLICY AND SENATE
PROCESSES

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, | wish
we were here on the Senate floor dis-
cussing and debating the important
issues that are in the Commerce-Jus-
tice-State Appropriations bill. | strenu-
ously object to the fact that we are not
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doing just that. This bill will not be de-
bated on the floor today, or probably
any day this session. In fact, we will
likely have no opportunity to debate
this bill, to offer amendments, or to
vote on it. The plan is to wrap it up in
an omnibus bill of some sort as the ses-
sion ends.

This is no way to legislate. This is no
way to lead. This goes against the very
basis of what our country is about. Our
Government is based on principles of
transparency and openness. Our proc-
esses are supposed to be open to public
scrutiny and comment.

Robert Hutchins, former President of
the University of Chicago and one of
the most esteemed American intellec-
tuals of the 20th century, wrote:

The death of democracy is not likely to be
an assassination from ambush. It will be a
slow extinction from apathy, indifference,
and undernourishment.

Senators have been disenfranchised
because of a distorted legislative proc-
ess. And that means the American citi-
zens who sent us to represent them
have also been disenfranchised. | object
to how this Congress is being run.

There are many important issues
that should be of concern to Senators
in the Commerce-Justice-State Appro-
priations bill. I will take a few mo-
ments today to address one of those
issues. It needs public vetting, even if
we are being deprived of our rights to
debate it and vote on it.

The issue is TV Marti. This is a tele-
vision station owned and operated by
the U.S. Government. It broadcasts
daily to Cuba. For more than a decade
we beamed TV signals to Havana. The
problem is that no one watches TV
Marti. No one. And under this appro-
priations bill, we will spend another
$9.5 million next year on a television
station that no one watches. Let me
explain.

The creation of TV Marti and Radio
Marti was a good idea conceptually.
With no freedom in Cuba, the United
States Government would beam into
Cuba uncensored news about the world
and about what was really going on in-
side Cuba. The Cuban people, deprived
of their freedoms, would have a source
of news.

What has TV Marti accomplished
since its creation in 1989? Has it pene-
trated the Cuban television market and
provided the Cuban people with infor-
mation that Castro wants to hide from
them? The answer is a resounding no.
Virtually nobody in Cuba has even
heard of TV Marti. According to re-
search commissioned by the Broad-
casting Board of Governors, the agency
that runs TV Marti, 9 out of 10 Cubans
don’t even know it exists.

The same research by the Broad-
casting Board of Governors asked over
1,000 adults whether they had watched
TV Marti in the past week. The answer
was no one had watched. Not a single
person. How many had watched TV
Marti in the past year? One. One per-
son out of a thousand.

S10149

Most Cubans watch television. None
watches TV Marti. There are two
major reasons.

First, TV Marti is on the air when
Cubans are asleep. It broadcasts only
from 3:30 in the morning until 8:00 A.M.
TV Marti has to respect international
broadcast rules which require that it
not interfere with Cuban TV trans-
missions. So TV Marti can broadcast
only when no Cuban station wants to
use the same frequency. That is, it
broadcasts when nobody watches tele-
vision.

Second, there is nothing to see. It is
just snow on the screen. The Cuban
government has effectively jammed the
video portion of TV Marti since its in-
ception.

So, for $9.5 million in the coming fis-
cal year, $139 million over the last dec-
ade, another $100 million over the next
decade, we ask Cubans to get up in the
middle of the night to watch snow on a
blank screen. This makes no sense at
all.

Last year, some changes were made
in TV Marti, although they are not
likely to result in Cuban citizens
watching.

Defenders of TV Marti contend that
it is a long-term investment. They say
that someday Fidel Castro will be
gone. When that happens, we will want
to get accurate information to the
Cuban people. Defenders of TV Marti
claim that we will save money by hav-
ing TV Marti up and running at that
point.

| don’t buy this argument. So far we
have spent $139 million to have TV
Marti in place in case Castro suddenly
leaves the scene. At the rate of spend-
ing in this appropriations bill, we will
spend more than $100 million over the
coming decade. That is, total spending
of a quarter of a billion dollars for a
contingency when Radio Marti is al-
ready operating and can get informa-
tion to Cuban citizens. Is this cost ef-
fective? Hardly.

TV Marti is a dinosaur, a relic of the
Cold War. We should not spend another
$10 million to preserve a worthless
skeleton. We should bury it once and
for all this year.

I am compelled by the events of last
week in the Agricultural Appropria-
tions conference to raise another as-
pect of our Cuba policy. Earlier this
year, both the Senate and the House
agreed, by overwhelmingly majorities,
to end the ban on food and medicine
sales to Cuba. The votes clearly re-
flected the will of the American people.
Yet the Republican majority on this
conference rejected the House and Sen-
ate votes and thwarted the will of the
people. They agreed to maintain re-
strictions on the sale of food and medi-
cine that make any significant
progress virtually impossible.

Then, to make matters worse, the
Republican conferees converted cur-
rent administrative restrictions on
travel to Cuba into legal restrictions.
The result is that the right of Ameri-
cans to travel freely, and the right of
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Cuban Americans to visit family mem-
bers in Cuba, are going to be abridged
more than ever.

This is a travesty of our democracy.
How can we allow a small group in the
Republican leadership to flaunt the
overwhelming will of the Congress, to
maintain an anachronistic, Cold War
policy toward Cuba that harms the av-
erage Cuban and risks great danger
once the transition from the Castro re-
gime begins, and to abridge the rights
and freedom of Americans? | am pro-
foundly unhappy with this result, and |
protest the way this legislative process
is being conducted.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ANNIVERSARY OF THE LITHONIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

® Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, in my
lifetime, | have witnessed many
changes, experienced fantastic joys,
and seen countless faces. It is easy in
today’s fast-moving society to find
yourself caught in a perpetual whirl-
wind. With days full of appointments
and meetings, life sometimes seems to
lose all semblance of stability. Luck-
ily, | have always had a source of peace
and inspiration in my life, Lithonia
First United Methodist Church.

With great personal pride and happi-
ness, | come before you today to com-
memorate an anniversary that is of
particular importance to my family
and me. One hundred-forty years ago,
on Sunday, October 14, 1860, a small
group of Lithonians convened for the
first time to worship under the leader-
ship of the Reverend Newdaygate B.
Ousley. From its humble beginnings in
a one room meeting house, Lithonia
Methodist Episcopal Church, the fore-
runner to Lithonia First United Meth-
odist Church began its ministry and a
tradition of service that continues even
today.

It is ironic that a church that grew
during the tumult of the Civil War has
lasted as long as Lithonia First has. In
fact, it is perhaps even more astound-
ing that over the years since its first
meeting, during a time that has seen
two world wars and countless techno-
logical innovations, the church has
pulled even closer together and taken
on a significant leadership role in its
Georgia community.

For 140 years, Lithonia First United
Methodist Church has provided services
and leadership for the surrounding re-
gion. Through personal outreach, fam-
ily ministry, and organizing events
like flea markets and barbeques to
raise money for the needy, Lithonia
First has solidified its place of leader-
ship in its community.

Since its simple beginnings, Lithonia
First United Methodist Church has
grown and become a source of stability
and inspiration for its congregants.
Under the ministry of its Pastor, Dr.
Lawrence E. Wilson, the church has
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proven how important faith is to our
prosperity, and illustrated the power of
a community united. It is my pleasure
to honor Lithonia First United Meth-
odist Church for its historic anniver-
sary. | am forever grateful for the
church’s acceptance, dedication, and
commitment, | am truly blessed to be a
part of such a wonderful community.e

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL TERRY
WILCUTT

® Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, |
rise today to pay tribute to Ken-
tuckian Terry Wilcutt on the occasion
of his recent journey to the Inter-
national Space Station as commander
of the space shuttle Atlantis.

Congratulations to Colonel Wilcutt,
on achieving the kind of academic and
professional success it takes to receive
the honor of commanding a flight into
space. Colonel Wilcutt has flown to
space not once, but four times, and on
two such flights he has held the title of
mission commander. |, along with my
fellow Kentuckians, am certainly
proud to call him one of Kentucky’s
own. His accomplishments speak well
for his home state as well as his alma
mater, Western Kentucky University.

Colonel Wilcutt is a Kentuckian,
born and bred. He was born in Russell-
ville, KY, graduated from Louisville’s
Southern High School in 1967, and is a
1974 graduate of Western Kentucky
University with a bachelor of arts de-
gree in math. Colonel Wilcutt taught
high school math for 2 years and then
entered the Marine Corps. While in the
Marine Corps, he attended the noto-
rious “Topgun’ Naval Fighter Weapons
School, achieved honors at every level
of pilot training and has logged over
4,400 flight hours in more than 30 dif-
ferent aircraft.

Colonel Wilcutt’s career in aero-
nautics began in 1990 when he was se-
lected by the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, NASA, to be-
come an astronaut. Prior to his Sep-
tember 2000 trip to space, Colonel
Wilcutt flew on three missions to space
and logged more than 724 hours in
space.

On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues in the Senate, | congratulate
you on your accomplishments. Only a
handful of Americans reach the level of
excellence required and receive the
honor of being selected to lead mis-
sions into space. Colonel Wilcutt, I am
proud of you, your fellow Kentuckians
are proud of you, and your alma mater
of Western Kentucky University is
proud of you. Thank you for your brave
service to our country, and best wishes
for further success in the future.o

PRAISING THE PRESIDENT FOR
HIS EXECUTIVE ORDER PRO-
MOTING FEDERAL CONTRACT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISADVAN-
TAGED BUSINESSES

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, | speak
today to commend the President for
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issuing Executive Order 11625, designed
to help strengthen the Federal Govern-
ment’s commitment to providing con-
tracting opportunities to disadvan-
taged businesses.

In 1998, | took to the floor to success-
fully defend the Transportation De-
partment’s Disadvantaged Business En-
terprise (DBE) program from those who
sought to weaken it. Today, | am
pleased to speak out in favor of the
President’s efforts to strengthen pro-
grams like the DBE, along with all mi-
nority-owned business government con-
tracting programs.

It should come as no surprise to any-
one in this Chamber familiar with
small businesses, especially minority
owned firms, that government con-
tracting can help provide a strong
foundation to build a prosperous small
business. As any successful graduate of
the Small Business Administration’s
8(a) program will tell you, it provides
the opportunities, but you have to sup-
ply the entrepreneurial spirit and hard
work.

And this hand-up approach is what |
mean by assisting minority-owned
firms. These programs are not a hand-
out. Rather, they exist to help level
the playing field and to combat the in-
equities in our society that may pre-
vent these firms from receiving the
same opportunities available to other
businesses.

These contracts are beneficial not
just because they provide initial con-
tracts to small disadvantaged firms,
they also help minority firms establish
a record of providing goods and serv-
ices to the Federal Government. This is
of critical importance because it as-
sists these businesses in obtaining fu-
ture contracts. In turn, these firms
help provide jobs and competition to
larger businesses, saving the taxpayers
money through reduced costs and time
saving innovations. Thus, these pro-
grams have direct and indirect benefits
to our economy at all levels.

The Executive Order signed by Presi-
dent Clinton on Friday will help
strengthen minority business owner-
ship by directing Federal agencies to
take affirmative steps to increase con-
tracting between the Federal govern-
ment and Small Disadvantaged Busi-
nesses, 8(a) Businesses, and Minority
Business Enterprises. The Executive
Order also holds Federal agencies ac-
countable for carrying out the terms of
the Order by requiring them to develop
a long-term strategic plan and to sub-
mit annual reports to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) of
their efforts to increase contracting
with disadvantaged businesses; re-
quires Federal agencies to ensure the
participation of small and disadvan-
taged businesses when procuring infor-
mation technology and telecommuni-
cations services; and directs Federal
departments and agencies to ensure
that all creation, placement, and trans-
mission of federal advertising are fully
reflective of the nation’s diversity.

| applaud President Clinton’s action
to help ensure the vitality of minority-
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