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Passion Richardson helped the wom-
en’s 4x100m Relay team run their way
out of the rounds into the finals. this
competition was Passion’s Olympic
debut and her participation in this
event is the epitome of teamwork and
dedication.

Christie Ambrosi helped the women'’s
softball team grab the gold medal for
America. Her hard work as an out-
fielder and strong hitting skills
brought the team home with gold med-
als along with their gloves.

As a member of the Women’s
volleyball team, Sarah Noriega rose be-
yond the expectations. Sarah helped
launch the team into the medal round,
proving that the team has a great fu-
ture ahead.

Tara Nott made Olympic history as
the first woman to go home with gold
from a Women’s Olympic Weightlifting
competition. Christie had no problem
carrying her gold medal home to Kan-
sas.

Melvin Douglas is no stranger to the
Olympic games, as the Sydney com-
petition as his second Olympic appear-
ance. His perseverance in the sport has
proven that great athletes can come at
any age.

Again, Mr. President, | congratulate
these Kansas Athletes on their out-
standing accomplishments. All of these
athletes have made Kansas and United
States of America very proud.e

RECOGNITION OF
PIERCE MIDDLE SCHOOL IN
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA, WIN-
NER OF THE PRESTIGIOUS BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOLS AWARD

® Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, | rise
proudly today to congratulate Clifford
Pierce Middle School in Merrillville,
Indiana for its selection by the U.S.
Secretary of Education as one of the
nation’s outstanding Blue Ribbon
Schools. Clifford Pierce Middle School
is one of only two Indiana schools, and
one of only 198 schools across the coun-
try, to be awarded this prestigious rec-
ognition.

In order to be recognized as a Blue
Ribbon School, Clifford Pierce Middle
School met rigorous criteria for overall
excellence. The teachers and adminis-
tration officials demonstrated to the
Secretary of Education the qualities
necessary to prepare successfully our
young people for the challenges of the
new century, and proved that the stu-
dents at Clifford Pierce Middle School
effectively met local, state and na-
tional goals.

Hoosiers can be very proud of our
Blue Ribbon schools. The students and
faculty of Clifford Pierce Middle
School have shown a consistent com-
mitment to academic excellence and
community leadership. Clifford Pierce
Middle School has raised the bar for
educating our children and for nur-
turing strong values. This Hoosier
school provides a clear example as we
work to improve the quality of edu-
cation in Indiana and across the Na-
tion.e
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HONORING A COLUMBINE HERO,
BOY SCOUT EVAN TODD

® Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, | rise
today to share with my colleagues a
pair of statements | recently received
from an exceptional young man in Col-
orado, Mr. Evan Todd of Littleton.
Evan was one of the many unfortunate
victims of the horrific shooting that
took place at Columbine High School
on April 20, 1999. Evan was the first
student shot in the library at Col-
umbine High School, and despite his in-
juries he assisted other students and
administered first aid to a seriously
wounded peer until emergency services
could arrive. Evan, an active Boy
Scout, was awarded the prestigious
Boy Scouts of America Honor Medal
for his inspiring actions. Still a Col-
umbine student, Evan has dedicated a
tremendous amount of time to speak-
ing to other students and adults around
the nation concerning the problems of
youth violence and the cultural influ-
ences on American youth. I am hon-
ored that Evan took the time to write
to me and | ask that a copy of Evan
Todd’s letter to his fellow Scouts and a
copy of a speech he delivered at ‘““The
Gathering,”” a meeting of victims of
school violence, be printed in the
RECORD.
LITTLETON, CO.

DEAR FELLOW ScouTs: | have been told
that into each life some rain must fall. Some
get rained on more than others. The rain
that came down on us at Columbine High
School was a cloudburst of epic proportions.
This act was senseless, tragic and without
justification, whatsoever. 13 murdered 25
wounded and 1,951 students youth destroyed.
As a student who was shot and wounded in
the library, it has changed my life, forever.

I believe that the children of a society are
nothing more than the reflection of the soci-
ety that they are brought into. The event
here at Columbine in Littleton Colorado, and
the events at Moses Lake Washington, Pearl
Mississippi, Jonesboro Arkansas, Edinboro
Pennsylvania, Fayetteville Tennessee,
Springfield Oregon, Richmond Virginia, Con-
yers Georgia, Los Angeles California and
elsewhere indicate to me that our nation has
a serious character flaw. Since the Col-
umbine tragedy, | have tried to stay abreast
of the ‘‘adult society’” debate as to the
“why’” and ““how’’ of these terrible incidents.
The adults debate and argue over what con-
stitutes good and what constitutes evil; what
is right and what is wrong. At the time of
the Columbine tragedy, our national leader,
the President, stated the youth of this na-
tion need to learn to resolve our differences
with words, not weapons. At the time this
statement was made, we as a nhation, were
bombing Yugoslavia. They tell us that the
youth of this nation need to be more toler-
ant, kinder, gentler, more understanding.
Yet our entertainment, music, TV, movies,
games (and actions of) the adult world pro-
vides for our consumption are all too often
filled with violence, sex, death and destruc-
tion. If we were to take into our lives what
is provided to us by our society, our actions
would also violate the Scout Oath & Law.
Other solutions to school violence have been
nametags to be carried around our neck as
millstones, metal detectors, increased video
surveillance, etc. Our nation has always had
guns. Our nation has always had children.
What our nation hasn’t always had is chil-
dren murdering children and their parents,
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and parents murdering their children. The
ingregient that has made America different
is the last couple of ‘adult generations’, and
their changes towards what is right & wrong,
good & evil. It appears to me that our soci-
ety is confused. The adult world seems as a
ship with no rudder being cast around by the
wind and storms of our times, with no con-
trol or understanding as to why. Many of
these storms appear to have been caused by
their own accord. It’s as if our adult society
has no compass, no bearing, no standards for
our society. | have found them confused.
Even at our age, we can discern the dif-
ference between what you say and what you
do. ..

In regard to the solution of watching what
comes out of us by monitoring closely our
world with surveillance cameras, what we
say, how we look, etc., our society needs to
watch carefully what goes into us. In my
room is a picture of the Grand Teton moun-
tain range in Wyoming. Below the picture is
the following:

THE ESSENCE OF DESTINY

“Watch your thoughts, for they become
words. Choose your words, for they become
actions. Understand your actions, for they
become habits. Study your habits, for they
will become your character. Develop your
character, for it becomes your destiny.”’

The good news for those of us that are
Scouts is that we are privileged to be a part
of an organization that provides us the tools
and instructions to put into us that which
builds a better person, a better nation. Those
tools are called the Scout Oath and Scout
Law. Robert Gates, former Director of the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and
our current President of the National Eagle
Scout Association (NESA) recently stated
that there is a war going on for the souls of
our boys and young men in this nation. He
sees clearly. If you are to be a scout, don’t be
a scout in word only. Learn and practice the
Oath & Law in everything you think, say and
do. | understand well how hard that can be,
but ““Do Your Best.”” To the Boy Scouts of
America, thank you for defending our 90-
year record and not allowing the Oath & Law
to be redefined. As you say, it has stood the
test of time. The generation that wants to
change the Oath & Law has not stood the
test of time. To all the scouts across Amer-
ica that sent me & my troop cards, letters,
posters, your thoughts and prayers, thank
you from the bottom of my heart. To you
here tonight, | bid you vaya con Dios mi
amigos, God Bless you and God Bless the
work you do.

Thank You.
EVAN ToODD,
Eagle Scout Troop 989.e
REMARKS BY EVAN TODD AT ““THE
GATHERING”’

I have been told that into each life some
rain must fall. Some get rained on more than
others. The rain that came down on us at
Columbine and at Moses Lake Washington,
Pearl Mississippi, Jonesboro Arkansas,
Edinboro Pennsylvania, Fayetteville Ten-
nessee, Springfield Oregon, Richmond Vir-
ginia, Conyers Georgia, Los Angeles Cali-
fornia and elsewhere were cloudbursts of epic
proportions. All of these acts were senseless,
tragic and without justification, whatsoever.
As a student who was shot and wounded in
the library at Columbine, who was literally
trapped while 10 of my classmates were mur-
dered, 4 of them my friends and 16 more of us
were wounded, crippled, disfigured and para-
lyzed, it has changed my life, forever.

I believe that the children of a society are
nothing more than the reflection of the soci-
ety that they are brought into. These events
indicate to me that America has a serious
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