October 12, 2000

rest assured that the United States Navy is
on watch, ever vigilant, and ready to re-
spond;

Whereas, for the past 225 years, Navy men
and women, as both ambassadors and war-
riors, have won extraordinary distinction
and respect for the Nation and its Navy on
the high seas, among the ocean depths, on
distant shores, and in the skies above;

Whereas the core values of ‘“‘Honor, Cour-
age, and Commitment” are the guides by
which United States sailors live and serve;

Whereas the United States Navy today is
the most capable, most respected, and most
effective sea service in the world;

Whereas 75 percent of the land masses in
the world are bounded by water and 75 per-
cent of the population of the world lives
within 100 miles of the sea, assuring that our
Naval forces will continue to be called upon
to respond to emerging crises, to maintain
freedom of the sea, to deter would-be aggres-
sors, and to provide our allies with a visible
reassurance of the support of the United
States of America; and

Whereas, no matter what the cause, loca-
tion, or magnitude of future conflicts, the
Nation can rely on its Navy to produce well-
trained, well-led, and highly motivated sail-
ors to carry out the missions entrusted to
them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the 226th birthday of the United States
Navy;

(2) expresses the appreciation of the people
of the United States to the Navy, and the
men and women who have served in the
Navy, for 225 years of dedicated service;

(3) honors the courage, commitment, and
sacrifice that Americans have made through-
out the history of the Navy; and

(4) gives special thanks to the extended
Navy family of civilians, family members,
and loved ones who have served and sup-
ported the Navy for the past 225 years.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 17, 2000, AS A
“DAY OF NATIONAL CONCERN
ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE AND GUN
VIOLENCE”

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr.
WARNER) submitted the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:
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Whereas young people are our Nation’s
most important resource, and we, as a soci-
ety, have a vested interest in enabling chil-
dren to grow in an environment free from
fear and violence;

Whereas young people can, by taking re-
sponsibility for their own decisions and ac-
tions, and by positively influencing the deci-
sions and actions of others, help chart a new
and less violent direction for the entire Na-
tion;

Whereas students in every school district
in the Nation will be invited to take part in
a day of nationwide observance involving
millions of their fellow students, and will
thereby be empowered to see themselves as
significant agents in a wave of positive so-
cial change; and

Whereas the observance of October 17, 2000,
as a ‘‘Day of National Concern About Young
People and Gun Violence” will allow stu-
dents to make a positive and earnest deci-
sion about their future in that such students
will have the opportunity to voluntarily sign
the ‘“‘Student Pledge Against Gun Violence”,
and promise that they will never take a gun
to school, will never use a gun to settle a dis-
pute, and will actively use their influence in
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a positive manner to prevent friends from
using guns to settle disputes: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 17, 2000, as a ‘‘Day of
National Concern About Young People and
Gun Violence’’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the school children
of the United States to observe the day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  375—SUP-
PORTING THE EFFORTS OF BO-
LIVIA’S DEMOCRATICALLY

ELECTED GOVERNMENT

Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. DODD,
Mr. HELMS, Mr. DEWINE, and Mr. GRA-
HAM) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:
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Whereas the stability of democracy in
Latin America and the eradication of illegal
narcotics from the Andean nations are vital
national security interests of the United
States;

Whereas the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Bolivia has taken dramatic steps
to eradicate illegal narcotics under the Dig-
nity Plan, resulting in the elimination of 80
percent of the illegal coca crop in just two
years, a record of achievement unmatched
worldwide;

Whereas the Government of Bolivia is now
approaching the completion of coca eradi-
cation in the Chapare and will begin eradi-
cation operations in the Yungas regions in
2002;

Whereas there are indications that nar-
cotics traffickers from outside Bolivia are
stepping up efforts to keep a foothold in Bo-
livia by agitating among the rural poor and
indigenous populations, creating civil dis-
turbances, blockading roads, organizing
strikes and protests, and taking actions de-
signed to force the Government of Bolivia to
abandon its aggressive counter narcotics
campaign; and

Whereas the government of Bolivian Presi-
dent Hugo Banzer Suarez has shown remark-
able restraint in dealing with the protesters
through dialogue and openness while respect-
ing human rights: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That (a) the Senate calls upon
the Government of Bolivia to continue its
successful program of coca eradication and
looks forward to the Government of Bolivia
achieving its commitment to the total eradi-
cation of illegal coca in Bolivia by the end of
2002.

(b) It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) the United States, as a full partner in
Bolivia’s efforts to build democracy, to
eradicate illegal narcotics, and to reduce
poverty through development and economic
growth, should fully support the democrat-
ically elected Government of Bolivia;

(2) the release of emergency supplemental
assistance already approved by the United
States for sustainable development activi-
ties in Bolivia should be accelerated;

(3) on a priority basis, the President should
look for additional ways to provide increased
tangible support to the people and Govern-
ment of Bolivia;

(4) the Government of Bolivia should con-
tinue to respect the human rights of all of
its citizens and to continue to discuss legiti-
mate concerns of Bolivia’s rural population;
and

(5) Indigenous leaders should enter into se-
rious discussions with the government on
issues of concern and cease provocative acts
that could lead to escalating violence.
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SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
President.

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce a resolution in support of de-
mocracy and drug eradication in Bo-
livia. I'm pleased that I have been
joined by several colleagues in a bipar-
tisan initiative to applaud and support
one of the most successful drug-eradi-
cation programs in the world.

Our resolution recognizes that ex-
traordinary achievements of Bolivia’s
narcotics elimination program. It
urges the Government of Bolivia to
continue its program of drug elimi-
nation while upholding the rule of law
and safeguarding human rights. It also
urges the indigenous leaders to cease
provocative acts and begin discussions
with the Government of Bolivia to re-
solve outstanding issues.

For nearly two weeks now, Bolivia
has been confronting one of the worst
social upheavals the country has en-
dured in the past two decades. The tur-
moil has been perpetrated by diverse
forces in Bolivia, particularly those
who wish to reverse the drug eradi-
cation program in the country.

A destabilization campaign, initiated
by drug traffickers, has resulted in a
number of protests that have virtually
paralyzed the country. Roads that con-
nect the major cities of the country
were destroyed and blockaded and the
flow of food to the urban centers has
been interrupted. Nearly a dozen people
have died and more have been injured
by acts of violence. Economic losses
are estimated at more than $160 mil-
lion and growing.

The protesters, who are led by coca
growers, were demanding the resigna-
tion of the President, the suspension of
the anti-drug strategy, and the elimi-
nation of plans to build a U.S. funded
military installation in the Chapare re-
gion—the region where most illegal
coca has been cultivated. They also de-
mand that the Government allow peas-
ants of the Chapare to replant about
6,000 hectares of coca, which, if that is
allowed to happen, would yield roughly
42 tons of cocaine.

President Banzer has flatly rejected
most demands to changes in the Boliv-
ian drug strategy, the Dignity Plan. He
has, nevertheless, agreed to suspend
plans for the construction of a new
military installation in the Chapare
and proposed to refurbish the existing
installation instead.

Other groups in Bolivia have added a
number of unrelated demands which
appeared to be coordinated by or to be
in concert with the coca leaders.
Teachers, for example, have demanded
pay raises, inmates have asked for bet-
ter jail conditions, peasants demanded
a modification of laws on land owner-
ship, doctors requested better pay, and
agitators exploited the current state of
affairs to amplify racial division. Iso-
lated by themselves, these may be rea-
sonable requests but when they are
raised or orchestrated by drug traf-
fickers, the goals become more malevo-
lent.
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