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TRIBUTE TO AQUINAS HOUSING

CORPORATION

HON. JOSE
´

E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 24, 2000

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with joy
and pride that I pay tribute to Aquinas Housing
Corporation (AHC) which will celebrate its
Nineteenth Anniversary of providing services
to the community on Wednesday, November
8, 2000, at the Marina Del Rey restaurant in
the Bronx.

Aquinas Housing Corporation was founded
in 1981 by a group of volunteers who under-
stood the need to provide quality transitional
housing services to families in need.

Mr. Speaker, over the past 19 years, Aqui-
nas Housing Corporation has sponsored and
developed the rehabilitation of 35 buildings,
990 residential units, 104 cooperatives and
115 two and three family homes. By the year
2000, AHC plans to renovate 10 more build-
ings with 160 additional units for a total of
1,152 decent and affordable rental housing
units that were non existent prior to AHC’s
creation.

Along with housing development, AHC pro-
vides a full range of social services to the resi-
dents of its buildings and community at large.
Services offered include an adult job readi-
ness program, a computer learning center, a
clothing bank, case management, tenant orga-
nizing, neighborhood improvement projects,
classes in English as a Second Language,
parenting skills, senior services, a home
based child care resource and referral center,
a tree maintenance program, and activities
and field trips for youth and seniors.

It is a privilege for me to represent the 16th
district of New York where Aquinas Housing
Corporation is located, and I am delighted by
its success. I have witnessed first-hand the
exemplary work they are doing for our com-
munity and I am deeply impressed. I applaud
the commitment and the efforts of Aquinas
Housing Corporation’s staff in the assistance
they provide to the elderly, and low- and mod-
erate-income families, as well as, in facilitating
educational opportunities for our talented
youth.

I would like to especially compliment this
year’s honorees, Monadnock Construction
which has been with Aquinas Housing since
1992, Ana Maria Chamorro, a long time resi-
dent of Community Board Six, and John
DelValle Senior Vice President of retail bank-
ing at Banco Popular, for their leadership in
improving the quality of life in our community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Aquinas Housing Corpora-
tion and its staff and in wishing them contin-
ued success.

SPANISH PEAKS WILDERNESS ACT
OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 23, 2000

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, as an
original cosponsor of the companion House
legislation, I rise in support of this important
bill to designate the Spanish Peaks as wilder-
ness. Enactment of this legislation has been
delayed far too long.

The mountains we call the Spanish Peaks
are two volcanic peaks in Las Animas and
Huerfano Counties. Their Native American
name is Wayatoya. The eastern peak rises to
12,893 feet above sea level, and the summit
of the western peak is at 13,626 feet.

These two peaks were landmarks for Native
Americans and for some of Colorado’s other
early settlers and for travelers along the trail
between Bent’s Old Fort on the Arkansas
River and Taos, New Mexico.

This part of the San Isabel National Forest
has outstanding scenic, geologic, and wilder-
ness values, including a spectacular system of
more than 250 free-standing dikes and ramps
of volcanic materials radiating from the peaks.
These lands are striking for their beauty and
are also very valuable for wildlife habitat.

Since 1977, the Spanish Peaks have been
included in the National Registry of Natural
Landmarks, and the State of Colorado has
designated them as a natural area. The Forest
Service first reviewed them for possible wilder-
ness designation as part of its second
roadless area review and evaluation and first
recommended them for wilderness in 1979.
However, the Colorado Wilderness Act of
1980 instead provided for their continued man-
agement as a wilderness study area—a status
that was continued on an interim basis by the
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993.

In short, Mr. Speaker, the Spanish Peaks
are a very special part of Colorado. As I said,
their inclusion in the National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System has been too long delayed. In
fact, I had hoped that designation of this area
as wilderness would be completed two years
ago after the House passed a Spanish Peaks
wilderness bill sponsored by my predecessor,
Representative David Skaggs, and Represent-
ative MCINNIS.

Unfortunately, the Senate did not act on that
measure, so it was necessary to start again in
this Congress. And again it has taken longer
than I would have liked—the House passed a
bill more than a year ago, and the bill now be-
fore us was passed by the Senate back in
April of this year. But, better late than never.

This bill does differ from the prior Skaggs-
McInnis bill in a few respects, and in particular
by the exclusion from wilderness of an old
road, known as the Bulls Eye Mine Road, and
the inclusion of language related to that road.
There have been some questions about the
scope and effect of that language. However, in
a floor colloquy when the House debated the
companion legislation last year the gentleman
from American Samoa, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA,
and Mr. MCINNIS clarified matters—and the
committee report on the Senate bill echoes
that colloquy. That report says:

‘‘Section 3(a) addresses the management of
the Bulls Eye Mine road. The subsection di-
rects the Secretary of Agriculture to allow
for the continuation of

Like the House colloquy, this report lan-
guage is an important part of the legislative
history of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, this is the third wilderness bill
involving lands in Colorado that has passed
during this Congress. I have supported all of
them, because I think we need to make it a
priority to protect our state’s open spaces and
wilderness areas, and I think we should be
proud of their enactment.

But much more remains to be done. Still
pending in the Resources Committee are two
wilderness bills I have introduced, dealing with
the James Peak area and with lands within
Rocky Mountain National Park, as well as a
very important bill by our colleague Ms.
DeGette that breaks important new ground in
terms of protecting wilderness areas on public
lands in Colorado managed by the Bureau of
Land Management.

I had hoped that before now all these meas-
ures would have been given consideration in
our Committee and here on the floor of the
House. But that hasn’t happened. So, if I have
the opportunity to serve in the next Congress,
I will do all I can to have them considered next
year.

Meanwhile, I urge enactment of the Spanish
Peaks Wilderness Act.
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HONORING RACING LEGEND DAR-
RELL WALTRIP ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BOB CLEMENT
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 24, 2000

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor racing legend Darrell Waltrip of Franklin,
Tennessee, on the occasion of his retirement
after twenty-nine successful years at the top of
the sport. Waltrip is concluding his monu-
mental NASCAR career with a Victory 2000
tour across the nation.

Darrell Waltrip was born February 5, 1947,
in Owensboro, Kentucky. His love of racing
began at the age of 12 when he first drove a
go-kart. Just four short years later, he was
racing a stock car. Eventually, his father
helped him build a 1936 Chevrolet Coupe that
he could race on a dirt track in his hometown.
Fortunately, his father was able to share al-
most his entire career with him until he passed
away after an extended illness in early 2000.
Today, Waltrip makes his home in Franklin,
Tennessee, near Nashville, with his wife
Stevie, and children Jessica and Sarah.

Darrell Waltrip’s first professional race was
a Winston Cup race at the Talladega, Ala-
bama, Superspeedway in 1972. Over the
years, Waltrip sped to the top of his field,
earning numerous accolades and winning
many races including the coveted Winston
Cup championship a total of three times. For
example, he was voted Most Popular Driver
two times by his peers and named American
Driver of the Year three times. In 1977, 1981,
and 1982, he was named National Motor-
sports Press Association Driver of the Year. In
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