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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (H. Con. Res. 396) was

agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I

suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING
COLLEAGUES

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I will take
a few minutes this evening to talk
about a person who is a colleague in
the sense that I have worked with him
for 25 years in my office in Con-
necticut. He has recently retired. I will
also discuss three colleagues here in
the U.S. Senate who have announced
their retirement. As we, hopefully, ar-
rive at the closing of this session, I
want to take a couple of moments to
share my thoughts about these three
colleagues. I will speak about two
other colleagues tomorrow or the next
day, if I can, so as not to consume too
much time this evening because col-
leagues may want to be heard on other
matters.
f

TRIBUTE TO STANLEY ISRAELITE

Mr. DODD. First, I want to pay trib-
ute to a man that has literally been
like a father, brother, and uncle to me,
and a close confidant for a quarter of a
century. I affectionately call him ‘‘the
coach.’’ Stanley Israelite has been with
me in my office from the very first day
in January of 1975 when I was sworn
into the House of Representatives,
until just months ago when, at age 75,
he retired from the service of the U.S.
Senate and service to me as a Member
of the House and the Senate.

There are many words to describe
Stanley Israelite and the many roles in
my life and the lives of countless oth-
ers in Connecticut and the country
that he has served as a friend, coun-
selor, trusted advisor, and faithful pub-
lic servant. While these words can de-
scribe what he has been, there are real-
ly no words to describe what he has
meant, particularly to me and to lit-
erally hundreds of others who have
been blessed to know him and have
been affected by the work he has per-
formed on their behalf. It is equally the
case that there are no words to express
my true feelings of deep gratitude for
Stanley’s service and my personal sad-
ness that he is retiring from the U.S.
Senate.

Mr. President, in a recent edition of
the New London Day, a local paper in
Connecticut, the headline read
‘‘Israelite Enjoys Retirement for Day,
Then Joins NCDC’’—the Norwich Com-

munity Development Corporation.
That one headline fairly well sums up
Stanley’s remarkable life of service.
For almost 75 years, he has led a life of
tireless devotion to the things that en-
dure in this life: faith, family, compas-
sion for the less fortunate, integrity,
and great humility.

While many think of him as a quin-
tessential public servant, Stanley
Israelite’s roots actually lie in the
world of small business. His first occu-
pation, after serving in the U.S. mili-
tary, was helping to run his father’s
jewelry store in Norwich, Connecticut.
He would later serve as an officer of
the Norwich Chamber of Commerce and
then became director of it. In fact, he
was director when he joined me as a
freshman member of the House. Subse-
quently, he was elected as a member of
the City Council in his beloved home-
town of Norwich, Connecticut, and was
chosen to serve as commissioner to the
Norwich Department of Public Utili-
ties.

In his ‘‘spare time,’’ he was corpo-
rator of the William W. Backus Hos-
pital in Norwich, the former Norwich
Savings Society, and the Norwich Free
Academy, one of the oldest, if not the
oldest, public high schools in America.

In the 1970s, he served as head of the
Norwich Community Development Cor-
poration. In that role, he oversaw the
establishment of the Norwich Indus-
trial Park. I know a lot of industrial
parks built today are rather common-
place, but this was one of the first and
one of the most unique in the State of
Connecticut and across the country.
This facility embodies Stanley’s vision
of a thriving economic community in
southeastern Connecticut, and he cre-
ated it while maintaining the wonder-
ful topography and environmental in-
tegrity of that part of the city of Nor-
wich.

It represents, in many ways—in
stone, metal, glass, and the environ-
ment that surrounds it—the deep com-
mitment of this remarkable man to
make life better for those around him.
As one former State Senator recently
said of Stanley’s work on the Norwich
Industrial Park, ‘‘It’s high time we
name the park after him.’’ I second
that thought.

For the past 25 years, I have had the
great privilege of knowing Stanley as a
member of my staff. He served as my
State director and senior advisor for a
quarter century. But what truly distin-
guished Stanley was not the title that
he held in my office, but his rock-solid
sense of purpose. Stanley was with me
on the very first day that I was sworn
in as a new Member of Congress. Every
single day, 7 days a week, I had at least
one conversation with Stanley
Israelite. I never made an important
decision—very few decisions at all—
without discussing them with Stanley
and getting his solid advice as to how
we ought to proceed. Early in my very
first term, I remember being out with
Stanley for dinner one night. In talk-
ing about the job and how the job

ought to be done, he listened to me pa-
tiently, as he oftentimes did, go on at
some length about the work and the
projects we wanted to be involved in,
the major issues affecting Electric
Boat and all these important institu-
tions in my congressional district.
After I went on for some time, I turned
to Stanley and asked him what he
thought. I can almost hear him ex-
actly. He said, ‘‘I am going to tell you
one thing about this job.’’ He paused
and he just said, ‘‘Never forget the peo-
ple.’’

With those words, Stanley Israelite
embarked on a 25-year career with me,
on a path and a journey that has been
a joy every single day. I am constantly
reminded by Stanley and by his words
and deeds that our job is to never for-
get the people. For 25 years, he has
been a champion of those who too often
are ignored, the underdogs, the ill, the
elderly, the frail—those who didn’t
have anybody to speak for them. For
Stanley, every person does count. No
matter is too small for his attention.
For him, a constituent’s problem be-
came his problem. Words like ‘‘I can’t
help you,’’ ‘‘try another office,’’
‘‘later,’’ or ‘‘no,’’ simply were not in
Stanley’s vocabulary.

In November of 1995, U.S. News and
World Report published what they call
their ‘‘Portraits of 12 Indispensable
Americans.’’ I am proud to tell you
today that one of those 12 indispen-
sable Americans was the man I speak
about this evening, Stanley Israelite.

I ask unanimous consent that that
profile of Stanley Israelite contained
in the publication of U.S. News and
World Report be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE SENATOR’S AIDE—HOUNDING THE
BUREAUCRATS

(By James Popkin)
Lots of people’s problems with their gov-

ernment aren’t ideological, they’re
logistical. That’s why many rely on the con-
gressional aides like Stanley Israelite to
help them fight their battles with govern-
ment agencies.

At 70, Stanley Israelite is fighting a cru-
sade to prove the cynics wrong. Since 1975,
when the gravely voiced former Brooklynite
first went to work for then Rep. Christopher
Dodd (now a senator), Israelite has helped
thousands of Connecticut citizens replace
lost passports, track down late tax refunds,
ship dearly departeds to grieving families
overseas and even bail the occasional misbe-
having Connecticut teenager out of Mexican
jails.

All successful members of Congress have
staffers like Israelite who can goose reluc-
tant bureaucrats into action. Although Dodd
happens to be a Democrat, effective con-
stituent service is a congressional specialty
that cuts across political lines. It’s first and
foremost a matter of good politics: Good
service results in happy voters. But what dis-
tinguishes Israelite is his gusto for the job.
And his not-so-artful technique. ‘‘When I call
an agency because somebody is waiting for
her Social Security check or a guy is waiting
for an FHA loan and the agency gives me
some song and dance, I try to let them know
I’m not gonna take any of their crap,’’ he
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