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possible, in order to enable them to ‘‘hit the
ground running’’ on this critical matter once
they gather again in Sacramento in Decem-
ber. It is my intention to do everything
within my power to make this information
available to the decisionmakers who will
need it to help bring some relief to the long-
suffering electricity consumers in San Diego
and elsewhere throughout California.

I greatly appreciate and thank you in ad-
vance for your attention to this request, and
your anticipated affirmative response.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly
with any questions or to further discuss this
important matter.

Sincerely,
BRIAN BILBRAY,
Member of Congress.

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Chairman BLILEY
and leadership for working with me to bring
this resolution to the floor. H. Res. 650 is a
simple, straightforward resolution that ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission release
it’s completed report on the California elec-
tricity crisis before November 1, 2000.

FERC has been investigating the electricity
market place in California as a result of unex-
pected rate volatility this summer. San Diego
and Orange Counties were the first in the na-
tion to experience the effects of an unregu-
lated electricity market.

After speaking with the Commission and
writing a letter, a copy of which is included for
the record, requesting that the completed re-
port be released as soon as possible, I intro-
duced H. Res. 650 to ensure that the report
be made public sooner rather than later, so
that all interested parties can examine, ana-
lyze and make respond to the report as quick-
ly as possible. The initial report is complete.
Why not let the public have access to it now?

The consumers in southern California have
had a difficult time this summer, and the crisis
is not over. The entire State of California will
be facing these hardships unless consumers,
industry, utilities, generators, legislators, the
Governor, and regulators—both FERC and the
California Public Utility Commission—come to-
gether to fix the flaws in the California elec-
tricity market. Until the FERC report is re-
leased, all of these interested parties are in
limbo.

Help San Diego. Help California. Vote for H.
Res. 650

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 20, 2000.

Chairman JAMES J. HOECKER,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN HOECKER: I am writing re-
garding the ‘‘Order Announcing Expedited
Procedures for Addressing California Market
Issues’’ issued October 19, 2000—the result of
the staff fact-finding investigation you com-
missioned on July 26, 2000, of the conditions
of the electric bulk power markets in various
regions of the country, particularly Cali-
fornia.

I commend you for initiating this process,
the results of which will surely be critical in
developing a strategy for moving beyond the
crisis we are now enduring in California. It is
my understanding,that the results of this in-
vestigation are complete; however, they are
not currently scheduled for public release
until November 9, 2000.

Given the time-sensitive nature of the
electricity crisis in California, with small
businesses closing and consumers suffering, I

would strongly urge you to make the results
of your investigation public immediately, so
that this information can be put to use as
soon as possible in developing sound rem-
edies for the adverse situation to which Cali-
fornia electricity consumers have been sub-
jected. Additionally, with the State legisla-
ture set to reconvene in December, it would
seem to make sense to provide California’s
legislators with this information as soon as
possible, in order to enable them to ‘‘hit the
ground running’’ on this critical matter once
they gather again in Sacramento in Decem-
ber. It is my intention to do everything
within my power to make this information
available to the decisionmakers who will
need it to help bring some relief to the long-
suffering electricity consumers in San Diego
and elsewhere throughout California.

I greatly appreciate and thank you in ad-
vance for your attention to this request, and
your anticipated affirmative response.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly
with any questions or to further discuss this
important matter.

Sincerely,
BRIAN BILBRAY,
Member of Congress.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of H. Res. 650, which encourages the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission to make pub-
lic its findings and recommendations regarding
the electricity crisis in California.

While I have no substantive objection to H.
Res. 650, I’m disappointed that the Majority
party failed to bring forward comprehensive
electricity legislation this Congress which
would help prevent another crisis next year.

According to industry figures, power trans-
actions across the national grid have jumped
from 200,000 transactions in 1997 to over 1.5
million projected for this year. Reliability of en-
ergy, therefore, is likely to get worse without
comprehensive action.

We must have open and non-discriminatory
access to transmission lines. We must ensure
the reliability of the electricity market. And we
must take action to stem the threat to stable
prices caused by market manipulation

If the leadership of this Congress had been
willing to take a first step, we could have con-
sidered H.R. 4941, the National Electric Reli-
ability Act, which I’m proud to cosponsor. The
bill would create an independent organization
to ensure the reliability of the interstate trans-
mission grids. This legislation has already
passed the Senate with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support.

Yet this House failed to consider any of
these measures. Now it’s likely that price
spikes, power market abuses, and reliability
problems will continue, especially in my state
and in places like San Diego where there
have been such problems. What a dismal out-
come.

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolution. For
those who come from states who haven’t yet
felt the impact of higher energy prices, the fail-
ure of this House to take meaningful steps to
ensure reliable electricity, prevent price spikes,
and protect against market power abuses in
the electricity market will come home to your
state and your constituents as well.

Mark my words. We’ll be back here next
Congress in a crisis mode because of the
House leadership’s failure to take on the hard
challenges this issue confronts us with.

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THUNE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COX) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 650.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

MAKING IN ORDER ON FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 27, 2000, CALL OF PRI-
VATE CALENDAR

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. I ask unani-
mous consent that on Friday, October
27, 2000, it be in order to consider the
call of the Private Calendar.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

FIRE ADMINISTRATION
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 655)
providing for the consideration of the
bill H.R. 1550 and the Senate amend-
ment thereto.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 655

Resolved, That, upon the adoption of this
resolution, the House shall be considered to
have taken from the Speaker’s table the bill
H.R. 1550 together with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and to have concurred in the
Senate amendment with amendments as fol-
lows: In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the
following:

TITLE I—UNITED STATES FIRE
ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Fire Ad-

ministration Authorization Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 102. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2216(g)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (G);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (H) and inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(I) $44,753,000 for fiscal year 2001, of which

$3,000,000 is for research activities, and
$250,000 may be used for contracts or grants
to non-Federal entities for data analysis, in-
cluding general fire profiles and special fire
analyses and report projects, and of which
$6,000,000 is for anti-terrorism training, in-
cluding associated curriculum development,
for fire and emergency services personnel;
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