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and a grateful community for sharing her with
us.

TRIBUTE TO FATHER HILARY
CONTI
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Friday, December 15, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the deeds of a remark-
able person from my district, Father Hilary
Conti of Clifton, New Jersey, who celebrated
on Saturday, October 28, 2000 fifty years of
service and leadership in Clifton and round the
country. It is only fitting that he be honored,
for he has a long history of caring, generosity
and commitment to others.

Father Hilary Conti was recognized for his
many years of leadership in Clifton, which I
have been honored to represent in Congress
since 1997, and so it is appropriate that these
words are immortalized in the annals of this
greatest of all freely elected bodies.

Paul Karieakatt chronicled the history of Fa-
ther Conti's service. As he noted, this year
marks the 50th anniversary of Father Hilary
Conti's priestly ordination. For fifty years he
has engaged himself in the vineyard of the
Lord, as a monk and as a priest. This is a
truly special achievement.

Father Hilary was born in Fabriano, Italy on
May 12, 1925 to Natale and Carmela Conti as
their sixth child. Although it was filled with
hard work, Father Conti enjoyed a beautiful
childhood. On one occasion during WWII, all
he had to eat was a discarded carrot. he
worked as farmer, and fondly recalls those
early days. In his own words he said, “My fa-
ther went to look not for the lost sheep, but for
the lost shepherd. It did not take him too long
to find me.”

Father Conti joined the monastery as an as-
pirant on September 29, 1938, made his novi-
tiate in 1943 and his simple profession on Oc-
tober 1, 1944. On October 28, 1950, he was
ordained a priest at St. Scholastica in Detroit,
Michigan. As a student he helped to found
Inter Fratres magazine.

Father Hilary taught for a short time at
Mercy High School in Detroit. He has always
been an active and involved leader. The time
spent working in Michigan instilled in Father
Conti the attributes necessary for him to be-
come a stellar force in the community. It was
the small steps in the beginning of his career
that taught him the fundamentals that would
make him a role model to the people that he
now serves.

Later he took upon an even greater chal-
lenge and pioneered the establishment of a
small monastery in Clifton. It is known as the
Holy Face Monastery. It nourishes spiritual
needs of the soul, gladdens the heart and in-
spires all those who visit. Of the works of art
at the Holy Face Monastery the Shrine of Our
Lady of Tears is Father Hilary's favorite. His
late close friend, Mr. Canepa, created this
masterpiece.

To describe in his own words his accom-
plished life, Father Conti wrote, “l planted
many oak trees and saw them growing big
and tall; now | am 70 years old, so | am pre-
occupied about the future of the monastery.”
This shows his enduring love and relentless
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commitment. Many people come to the mon-
astery to search for the meaning of life, heal-
ing, peace and consolation.

Father Hilary has traveled around the coun-
try conducting seminars and talks explaining
the Holy Shroud of Turin and its spirituality.
He has also worked in Rome with many sci-
entists, doctors and theologians on the
shroud. He recently produced a video that ex-
plains the spirituality of the shroud.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Father Hilary's fellow monks, sup-
porters, the Holy Face Monastery, the City of
Clifton and me in recognizing the outstanding
and invaluable service to the community of
Father Hilary Conti.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, Benjamin
Franklin once wrote in Poor Richard’s Alma-
nac, “Don’t throw stones at your neighbors’, if
your own windows are glass.” This sage ad-
vice written in 1736 is still current today and
certainly applicable to those across the Atlan-
tic who have focused on the problems in Flor-
ida and mocked the United States electoral
system. While the closeness of the vote in
Florida resulted in exercise of a constitutional
process in the U.S. that has not had to have
been used before, the challenges ahead for
the European Union as it tries to integrate new
members and address its own internal voting
system are just beginning and may be far
more difficult to resolve. In that regard, this
Member recommends to his colleagues | sub-
mit the following editorial published by the
Omaha World Herald on December 9, 2000,
on this subject into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

IF THE SHOE FITS, EU SHOULD WEAR IT

The Florida vote-could mess has triggered
a month-long eruption of contemptuous tut-
tutting from European leaders and com-
mentators. Finger-wagging scolds from Lon-
don, Paris and other centers of European en-
lightenment have taken particular aim at
the Electoral College.

One columnist grumped in The Times of
London: “What moral authority would a
man have to hold his finger over the nuclear
trigger when he owed his office not to a ma-
jority but the byproduct of a bankrupt elec-
toral college?”’

A German writer made do by simply call-
ing the Electoral College “‘idiotic.”

Scratch those European criticisms hard
enough, however, and you uncover what
could be called, at best, inconsistency and at
worst hypocrisy.

It turns out that one of Europe’s most re-
vered institutions, the European Union, has
long governed itself by the very principles
associated with the Electoral College. That
is, the decision-making process for the EU,
an association of 15 European countries
linked by close economic and political ties,
is structured so that small countries are
given tremendous added weight and, thus, in-
fluence.

The best illustration is shown by com-
paring the EU’s largest member, Germany,
to its smallest, Luxembourg. Germany, with
82 million inhabitants, has a population
some 205 times that of Luxembourg’s of

December 15, 2000

400,000 (which, coincidentally, is about the
size of Omaha’s municipal population).

If the seats that Luxembourg and Germany
have on the Council of Ministers, one of the
EU’s governing bodies, were assigned in pro-
portion to the two countries’ actual popu-
lations, Luxembourg would control two seats
and Germany would control 410. Instead,
Luxembourg has two seats and Germany has
10.

The advantage given to smaller states is
even greater in another EU institution, the
European Commission. There, the five larg-
est countries each have two seats, while the
rest have one. That arrangement resembles
the situation in the U.S. Senate, where small
states are each accorded precisely the same
number of seats as big states.

The EU gives its smallest members one
more advantage, allowing any country, re-
gardless of its size, to exercise a veto on de-
cisions involving taxation and foreign pol-
icy.

In short, if Europeans deride the Electoral
College’s rules as “‘idiotic,” they should say
the same about those of the European Union.

In recent days the EU’s governing rules
have been under negotiation as part of the
organization’s plans to expand its member-
ship to former members of the Soviet bloc
and other candidate nations. Representatives
from the EU’s smallest members have put up
quite a fight to defend the prerogatives
they’ve traditionally enjoyed, and protesters
have demonstrated on behalf of the same
cause, although it appears some watering
down of the small-state advantages will ulti-
mately result.

If European commentators want to under-
stand many of the arguments behind the
Electoral College, they don’t have to look to
America. The debate over those principles is
taking place in their own back yard.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, the City of Los
Angeles recently lost a generous philan-
thropist, Mr. George C. Page. Mr. Page was
the founder of the George C. Page Museum of
La Brea Discoveries and was a generous
donor to Children’s Hospital and Pepperdine
University. | would like to take this opportunity
to honor the contributions Mr. Page made to
our community, and note in particular how in-
fluential his museum has been on the edu-
cation of children of Los Angeles. I'd also like
to submit for the record a copy of an article
the Los Angeles Times ran on November 30,
shortly after Mr. Page’s death.

[From the Los Angeles Times, Nov. 30, 2000]

OBITUARY: GEORGE C. PAGE; PHILANTHROPIST
FOUNDED LA BREA MUSEUM
(By Myrna Oliver)

George C. Page, who hitchhiked to Los An-
geles as a teenager with $2.30 in his pocket,
made a fortune with his Mission Pak holiday
fruit gift boxes and land development and
then donated millions to house treasures of
the La Brea Tar Pits, which fascinated him,
has died. He was 99. The founder of the
George C. Page Museum of La Brea Discov-
eries in Hancock Park, he was also a major
benefactor of Children’s Hospital, Pepperdine
University and other institutions that aid
young people. He died Tuesday night in
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