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Debbie, are preparing to return to the
Land of 10,000 Lakes. Washington’s loss
is Minnesota’s gain. We shall miss
Debbie here on Capitol Hill. The place
will never be the same.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:56 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that pursuant to the provi-
sions of 22 U.S.C. 1928a, the Speaker ap-
points the following Members of the
House of Representatives to the United
States Group of the North Atlantic As-
sembly: Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. REGULA,
Mrs. ROUKEMA, Mr. HEFLEY, Mr.
GILLMOR, Mr. Goss, Mr. EHLERS, and
Mr. MCINNIS.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 93. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that the mandatory
separation age for Federal firefighters be
made the same as the age that applies with
respect to Federal law enforcement officers.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 18. Concurrent resolution rel-
ative to the adjournment of the House on the
legislative day of Wednesday, January 31,
2001, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 6, 2001.

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the following concurrent resolutions,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the Rotunda of the Capitol to be
used for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of
victims of the Holocaust.

H. Con. Res. 15. Concurrent resolution rel-
ative to the victims of the deadly earth-
quake in the State of Gujarat in western
India.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 93. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that the mandatory
separation age for Federal firefighters be
made the same as the age that applies with
respect to Federal law enforcement officers;
to the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the Rotunda of the Capitol to be
used for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of
victims of the Holocaust; to the Committee
on Rules and Administration.

H. Con. Res. 15. Concurrent resolution rel-
ative to the victims of the deadly earth-
quake in the State of Gujarat in western
India; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 220. A bill to amend title 11, United
States Code, and for other purposes.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-539. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report concerning the Cooperative
Threat Reduction Program for fiscal year
1999; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-540. A communication from the Chief of
the Programs and Legislation Division, Of-
fice of Legislative Liaison, Department of
the Air Force, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report concerning the Andrews Air Force
Base, 89th Airlift Wing Aircraft Maintenance
and Base Supply; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-541. A communication from the Deputy
Chief of Programs and Legislation Division,
Office of Legislative Liaison, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report concerning cost re-
ductions of the Heat Steam Operations at
Andrews Air Force Base; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-542. A communication from the Under
Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relating to the improve-
ment of efficiency, effectiveness, and cost of
operations for fiscal year 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-543. A communication from Under Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a violation of the
Antideficiency Act, case number 96-01; to the
Committee on Appropriations.

EC-544. A communication from the Clerk
of the Court of Federal Claims, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relating to the re-
lief of the Pottawatomi Nation in Canada; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-545. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Department of Commerce,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
the Apportionment of Regional Fishery Man-
agement Council Membership for the year
2000; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-546. A communication from the Deputy
Associate Administrator of the Office of Pol-
icy, Economics, and Innovation, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Effluent Limitations Guidelines;
Pretreatment Standards, and New Source
Performance Standards for the Commercial
Hazardous Waste Combustor Subcategory of
Waste Combustors Point Source Category;
Correction” (FRL6866-7) received on January
29, 2001; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-547. A communication from the Deputy
Associate Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Maryland; Reason-
ably Available Control Technology for Ox-
ides of Nitrogen” (FRL6922-7) received on
January 25, 2001; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-548. A communication from the Deputy
Associate Administrator of the Environ-
mental Agency, transmitting, pursuant to
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law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Georgia:
Final Authorization of States Hazardous
Waste Management Program Revision: Delay
of Effective Date’” (FRL6940-3) received on
January 26, 2001; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-549. A Communication from the Deputy
Associate Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Petition of American Samoa for Exemption
from Anti-Dumping Requirements for Con-
ventional Gasoline: Delay of Effective Date”’
(FRL6940-4) received on January 26, 2001; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-550. A communication from the Chair-
man of the International Trade Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report con-
cerning the monitoring of developments in
the Domestic Lamb Meat Industry; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-551. A communication from the Chief of
the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Guidance on Reporting of Deposit
Interest Paid to Nonresident Aliens”
(RIN1545-AY62) received on January 29, 2001;
to the Committee on Finance.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 222. A bill to provide tax incentives for
the construction of seagoing cruise ships in
United States shipyards, and to facilitate
the development of a United States-flag,
United States-built cruise industry, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. DOMENICI:

S. 223. A bill to terminate the effectiveness
of certain drinking water regulations; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. 224. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to set aside up to $2 per person
from park entrance fees or assess up to $2 per
person visiting the Grand Canyon or other
national park to secure bonds for capital im-
provements to those parks, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. WARNER:

S. 225. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives to
public elementary and secondary school
teachers by providing a tax credit for teach-
ing expenses, professional development ex-
penses, and student education loans; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, and Mr. VOINOVICH):

S. 226. A bill to establish a Northern Bor-
der States-Canada Trade Council, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON, and Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 227. A bill to amend the Federal Deposit
Insurance Act with respect to municipal de-
posits; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. AKAKA:

S. 228. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make permanent the Native
American veterans housing loan program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.
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By Mr. HAGEL:

S. 229. A bill to amend Federal banking law
to permit the payment of interest on busi-
ness checking accounts in certain cir-
cumstances, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. 230. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey a former Bureau of Land
Management administrative site to the City
of Carson City, Nevada, for use as a senior
center; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. CAMPBELL:

S. 231. A bill to amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to ensure
that seniors are given an opportunity to
serve as mentors, tutors, and volunteers for
certain programs; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CLELAND (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. HAGEL, Mr . CORZINE,
and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 232. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude United States
savings bond income from gross income if it
is used to pay long-term care expenses; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. WELLSTONE, and Mr.
CORZINE):

S. 233. A bill to place a moratorium on exe-
cutions by the Federal Government and urge
the States to do the same, while a National
Commission on the Death Penalty reviews
the fairness of the imposition of the death
penalty; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SHELBY:

S.J. Res. 3. A joint resolution proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States which requires (except during
time of war and subject to suspension by the
Congress) that the total amount of money
expended by the United States during any
fiscal year not exceed the amount of certain
revenue received by the United States during
such fiscal year and not exceed 20 per cen-
tum of the gross national product of the
United States during the previous calendar
year; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. THURMOND:

S. Res. 16. A resolution designating August
16, 2001, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 222. A bill to provide tax incen-
tives for the construction of seagoing
cruise ships in United States shipyards,
and to facilitate the development of a
United States-flag, United States-built
cruise industry, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce legislation designed to pro-
mote growth in the domestic cruise
ship industry and at the same time en-
able U.S. shipyards to compete for
cruise ship orders. The legislation
would provide tax incentives for U.S.
cruise ship construction and operation.

Current law prohibits non-U.S. ves-
sels from carrying passengers between

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

U.S. ports. As such, today’s domestic
cruise market is very limited. The
cruise industry consists predominantly
of foreign vessels which must sail to
and from foreign ports. The vast major-
ity of cruise passengers are Americans,
but most of the revenues now go to for-
eign destinations. That is because the
high cost of building and operating
U.S.-flag cruise ships and competition
from modern, foreign-flag cruise ships
have deterred growth in the domestic
cruise ship trade.

By some estimates, a single port call
by a cruise vessel generates between
$300,000 and $500,000 in economic bene-
fits. This is a very lucrative market,
and I would like to see U.S. companies
and American workers benefit from
this untapped potential. However, do-
mestic ship builders and cruise oper-
ations face a very difficult, up-hill bat-
tle against unfair competition from
foreign cruise lines and foreign ship-
yvards. Foreign cruise lines, for exam-
ple, pay no corporate income tax. Nor
are they held to the same demanding
ship construction and operating stand-
ards imposed on U.S.-flag vessel opera-
tors. Foreign cruise lines are also free
from the need to comply with many
U.S. labor and environmental protec-
tion laws, and U.S. health, safety, and
sanitation laws do not apply to the for-
eign ships.

The legislation I am introducing
today is designed to level the playing
field between the U.S. cruise industry
and the international cruise industry.
For example, it provides that a ship-
yard will pay taxes on the construction
or overhaul of a cruise ship of 20,000
gross tons or greater only after the de-
livery of the ship.

Under my bill, a U.S. company oper-
ating a cruise ship of 20,000 grt and
greater may depreciate that vessel over
a five-year period rather than the cur-
rent 10-year depreciation period. The
bill would also repeal the $2,500 busi-
ness tax deduction limit for a conven-
tion on a cruise ship to provide a tax
deduction limit equal to that provided
to conventions held at shore-side ho-
tels. The measure would authorize a 20
percent tax credit for fuel operating
costs associated with environmentally
clean gas turbine engines manufac-
tured in the U.S., and also allows use of
investment of Capital Construction
Funds to include not only the non-con-
tiguous trades, but also the domestic
point-to-point trades and ‘‘cruises to
nowhere’’.

Mr. President, I truly believe that
this legislation would help jumpstart
the domestic cruise trade, benefit U.S.
workers and companies, and promote
economic growth in our ports. I strong-
ly urge my colleagues to join me in a
strong show of support for this effort.

By Mr. DOMENICI:

S. 223. A bill to terminate the effec-
tiveness of certain drinking water reg-
ulations; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, ‘‘Just
as houses are made of stones, so is
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science made of facts; but a pile of
stones is not a house and a collection
of facts is not necessarily science.”

For the past 8 years I have ques-
tioned numerous collections of facts
put out by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency in the name of science and
I have found sound science has been
left out of the regulation equation too
often. A prime example is the new ar-
senic standards in drinking water pro-
posed last week. This new standard
dramatically reduces the arsenic level
allowable in drinking water from 50
parts per billion (ppb) to 10 ppb, a re-
duction of 80 percent.

I believe it is essential to protect and
ensure the safety of our nation’s water
supply and to uphold the principles and
goals set forth in the Safe Drinking
Water Act, but these standards were
not based on sound science and there is
no proof that they will increase health
benefits. They were put into effect be-
cause it was the politically expedient
thing to do.

That is why at this time I am intro-
ducing this bill which would terminate
the effectiveness of these new drinking
water standards.

The amendments to the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act required the standards
for arsenic in drinking water be
changed by January 1lst of this year.
Because the proposed rule was issued
late, I cosponsored an amendment to
the VA HUD appropriations bill giving
EPA a 6-month extension. This amend-
ment was later signed into law, but
was ignored by the agency.

There was much controversy and de-
bate surrounding the appropriate level
for the new standard. The EPA’s
Science Advisory Board expressed
unanimous support for reducing the
current standard, but varied consider-
ably on the appropriate level. Both the
EPA and the National Academy of
Sciences National Research Council ac-
knowledged more health studies were
needed to evaluate what potential
health benefits, if any, would likely re-
sult from this lower standard.

Arsenic is naturally occurring in my
home state. In fact, New Mexico has
some of the highest levels of arsenic in
the nation, yet has a lower than aver-
age incidence of the diseases associated
with arsenic. I have not seen any rea-
sonable data in support of increased
health benefits from these lower stand-
ards. I have only seen a collection of
facts from studies conducted outside of
the United States.

Under these new standards states
such as New Mexico, are going to be re-
quired to revise water treatment facili-
ties at a significant cost to the general
public. Such costs should not be in-
curred unless sufficient scientific infor-
mation exists in support of the new
standard.

The New Mexico Environment De-
partment estimates this new standard
will affect approximately 25 percent of
New Mexico’s water systems, with the
price for compliance between
$400,000,000 and $500,000,000 in initial
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