February 8, 2001

The United States, for logistical rea-
sons, has concentrated its efforts on
providing potable water, shelter, and
food to those rendered homeless by the
quake. USAID has already made sev-
eral airlifts of vital material, and more
aid is in the pipeline.

When a disaster occurs at such a
great geographical remove, US assets
might not always be the first to arrive
on the spot. But once the US gears up
for a challenge, it is equal to any task.
The job of the world community now is
to make sure that the earthquake does
not claim more victims after the last
tremors have ceased.

The basic human-needs infrastruc-
ture of Gujarat has, in many areas,
been entirely wiped out: hundreds of
thousands of people will be effected, to
one degree or another. In a situation
like this, diseases like cholera or dys-
entery—easily preventable, with proper
medical and nutritional facilities—can
spread like wildfire. Simply insuring
that the dispossessed people have ac-
cess to food, shelter, and clean water
can save countless lives.

We Americans are a compassionate
people. But from the stark figures of
relief provided and pledged, the extent
of our compassion may not be clear. In
the crucial first days following the dis-
aster—when a dozen other countries
were actively engaged in rescue and
medical support—our financial pledge
was one-third that of Great Britain, a
million dollars lower than that of Ger-
many, and a sum less than than the
combined pledges of Holland and Italy.

Our contribution has since risen, and
I am told that it will continue to rise
in the days and weeks to come. I cer-
tainly hope that it does. And when the
time comes to fund the reconstruction
of Western India’s basic infrastructure
a task that will require more than $1
billion in loans from international fi-
nancial organizations I hope that we
will demonstrate the full extent of our
country’s compassionate nature.

Today, as India works to save the
lives of its citizens and mourns the
lives of those who could not be saved,
our thoughts and prayers are with the
people of Gujarat. I hope that the
United States will accelerate its efforts
to put these thoughts and prayers into
generous, concrete action.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to the concurrent resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 6) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 6

Whereas on the morning of January 26,
2001, a devastating and deadly earthquake
shook the state of Gujarat in western India,
killing untold tens of thousands of people,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

injuring countless others, and crippling most
of the region;

Whereas the earthquake of January 26,
2001, has left thousands of buildings in ruin,
caused widespread fires, and destroyed infra-
structure;

Whereas the people of India and people of
Indian origin have displayed strength, cour-
age, and determination in the aftermath of
the earthquake;

Whereas the people of the United States
and India have developed a strong friendship
based on mutual interests and respect;

Whereas India has asked the World Bank
for $1,700,000,000 in economic assistance to
start rebuilding from the earthquake;

Whereas the United States has offered
technical and monetary assistance through
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID); and

Whereas offers of assistance have also
come from the Governments of Turkey,
Switzerland, Taiwan, Russia, Germany,
China, Canada, and others, as well as count-
less nongovernmental organizations: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) expresses its deepest sympathies to the
citizens of the state of Gujarat and to all of
India for the tragic losses suffered as a result
of the earthquake of January 26, 2001;

(2) expresses its support for—

(A) the people of India as they continue
their efforts to rebuild their cities and their
lives;

(B) the efforts of the World Bank;

(C) continuing and substantially increasing
the amount of disaster assistance being pro-
vided by the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) and other re-
lief agencies; and

(D) providing future economic assistance
in order to help rebuild Gujarat; and

(3) recognizes and encourages the impor-
tant assistance that also could be provided
by other nations to alleviate the suffering of
the people of India.

PERMITTING USE OF THE
ROTUNDA

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Rules
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H. Con. Res. 14 and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 14)
permitting the use of the Rotunda of the
Capitol for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of
victims of the Holocaust.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 11

(Purpose: To change the date)

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, there is
an amendment at the desk, and I ask
for its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Oklahoma [Mr. NICK-
LES], for Mr. MCCONNELL, proposes an
amendment numbered 11.

The first section of the resolution is
amended by striking ‘‘April 18, 2001’ and in-
serting ‘‘April 19, 2001°°.

S1235

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 11) was agreed
to.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, as amended, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 14), as amended, was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations on the
Executive Calendar: No. 15 and all the
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in
the Foreign Service. I further ask
unanimous consent that the nomina-
tions be confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, any
statements relating to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD, the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate then return to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations were considered and
confirmed as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Paul Henry O’Neill, of Pennsylvania, to be
United States Governor of the International
Monetary Fund for a term of five years;
United States Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development
for a term of five years; United States gov-
ernor of the Inter-American Development
Bank for a term of five years; United States
Governor of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank for a term of five years; United
States Governor of the African Development
Bank for a term of five years; United States
Governor of the Asian Development Bank;
United States Governor of the African Devel-
opment Fund; United States Governor of the
European Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment.

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
FOREIGN SERVICE

PN109 Foreign Service nominations (7) be-
ginning James D. Grueff, and ending Ralph
Iwamoto, Jr., which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 1, 2001.

PN110 Foreign Service nominations (23) be-
ginning An Thanh Le, and ending Army
Wing Schedlbauer, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of February 1, 2001.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.
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