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the church membership has grown to over 750
members. The church has recently completed
its first structure, a 22,000 square foot multi-
purpose building in Northeast Fresno.

His involvement with community organiza-
tions include: West Fresno Ministerial Alliance,
No Name Fellowship, Edison High School Par-
ent Club, Clovis West Foundation, Evangel
Home, Marjoree Mason Home, Angel Tree
Project, Feed Fresno Food Give-A-Way, Pris-
on Ministry, Salvation Army Bell Ringers,
Poverello House, and the Rescue Mission.

His accomplishments have earned him a
Portraits of Success Award, presented by
KSEE-24 and Companies That Care in rec-
ognition of African-American History Month.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize Reverend
Chester McGensy for his commitment to im-
proving the lives of the people in the commu-
nity. | urge my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Reverend McGensy many more years of
continued success.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE
LOCK-BOX ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 13, 2001

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 2 because | believe we should
honor the commitment our government has
made to protect America’s seniors. We must
guarantee that the money American workers
pay into Social Security and Medicare, plus all
of the interest those Trust Funds earn on this
money, is used to keep Medicare and Social
Security solvent. Not only will this bill help us
shore up Social Security and Medicare, but
taking these Trust Funds off-budget will allow
us to pay down our national debt and keep
our economy strong.

Congress should protect the retirement
funds we have promised to military retirees in
the same way we are protecting Medicare and
Social Security. We must not spend or other-
wise dedicate any funds that are currently
building in the Military Retirement Trust Fund,
the on-budget fund that pays the military pen-
sions of hundreds of thousands of men and
women who have served this country in uni-
form.

At the end of the year 2000, the balance of
the Military Retirement Trust Fund was $163
billion. Over the next 10 years, the Congres-
sional Budget Office projects that more than
$100 billion additional dollars will be set aside
in the fund.

Few people realize that the current the
budget surplus estimate includes money al-
ready promised to military personnel for their
retirement. We should not consider any of the
dollars set aside for military retirees as part of
this surplus. And we certainly should not
spend any of the money in the Military Retire-
ment Trust Fund for purposes other than pay-
ing the retirement benefits of our fighting men
and women. While | support this bill, | hope
my colleagues will do the right thing by pass-
ing similar legislation to protect the Military
Retirement Trust Fund.

My colleague, GENE TAYLOR, and | have in-
troduced a resolution calling on Congress to
preserve the Military Retirement Trust Fund.
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H. Res. 23, the Military Retirement Protection
Resolution, says Congress should not use the
Military Retirement Trust Fund money for any-
thing but what it is intended for: paying military
retirement benefits. That is the least we can
do for the men and women who send so much
of their lives defending our nation.
——

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS.
CHRISSIE WOOLCOCK COLLINS

HON. GARY A. CONDIT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of the late Mrs.
Chrissie Woolcock Collins, the cofounder of
one of the world’s most famous medical infor-
mation and identification devices, Medic Alert.
Mrs. Collins was memorialized at a service on
Saturday, January 27, 2001.

Medic Alert Foundation is the nation’s lead-
ing emergency medical information and identi-
fication service, and one of the world’s largest
non-profit organizations, representing over 4
million members worldwide. The service has
helped protect and save lives for nearly 45
years.

Mrs. Collins was born on July 30, 1906, in
Douglas, Isle of Man, British Isles. She and
her family immigrated to Turlock, California in
1912. She attended elementary schools in
Turlock, and graduated from Turlock High
School in 1923.

She earned a bachelor degree in music
from the University of the Pacific in Stockton,
California in 1928. In 1929 she married Marion
Carter Collins whom she met in the eight
grade. Her husband went on to earn his med-
ical degree and was a practicing physician in
Turlock. Mrs. Collins was formerly employed
as supervisor of music for the Turlock Elemen-
tary School System and as choral director for
adult education in Turlock. She and Dr. Collins
raised four children—Michael, Linda, Tom and
Margaret.

In 1953 while on vacation her daughter,
Linda, cut her finger. She was taken to the Lil-
lian Collins Hospital in Turlock and attended to
by her uncle, Dr. James Collins. He performed
a skin test before injecting Linda with the full
dose of tetanus antitoxin. Instantly, she went
into anaphylactic shock, developed hives, had
difficulty breathing and had to be sustained by
an oxygen tent.

Dr. and Mrs. Collins took the lessons
learned from their daughter’s mishap and de-
veloped them into concepts that today charac-
terized the first and most recognized emer-
gency medical information service, Medic Alert
Foundation. They realized that the need for
immediate recogniaiton of a medical condition
by emergency medical personnel was a con-
cern shared by millions of others. Together,
they designed an emblem that has stood the
test of time and remained virtually unchanged
over the years. They used a version of the
healing arts symbol, the caduceus, or staff of
Aesculapius, flanked by the words ‘Medic
Alert’ in red. A jeweler in San Francisco craft-
ed the bracelet and engraved Linda’s allergies
to tetanus antitoxin, aspirin and sulfa drugs on
the back. The original bracelet, now in the per-
manent collection of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, signifies the importance of the Collins’ ef-
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forts and dedication. Today, the Medic Alert
emblem is worn by more than 4 million mem-
bers worldwide.

Her dedication and commitment to the com-
munity continued throughout the years. In ad-
dition to her participation in many civic and so-
cial organizations, she was honored by the
Muir Trail Council of Girl Scouts, the Native
Daughters of the Golden West, the Turlock
Chamber of Commerce as well as many other
organizations.

Her contributions and influence on Medic
Alert Foundation are legendary. She is recog-
nized not only as the organization’s co-found-
er, but its conscience and spirit as well. From
1960 until her death, Mrs. Collins served on
the board of directors for the Medic Alert
Foundation.

It is an honor and a privilege to recognize
the life and accomplishments of Mrs. Chrissie
Collins. Through Mrs. Collins’ continued ef-
forts, Medic Alert Foundation is a worldwide
organization that has served countless num-
bers of people. | am very proud that Medic
Alert Foundation calls Turlock, California its
home. Mrs. Collins’ legacy will serve as an ex-
ample for the community today, tomorrow and
for our future.

———————

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
ADJUSTMENT ACT—A DESCRIP-
TION

HON. JOEL HEFLEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, The Federal De-
posit Insurance Adjustment Act indexes de-
posit insurance coverage to inflation every
three years, as well as retroactively indexing
back to 1980, thus raising the deposit insur-
ance ceiling to approximately $200,000.

Since 1980, FDIC deposit insurance has
lost almost half of its value on an inflation-in-
dexed basis. Today, deposit insurance is less
than it was in 1974 when FDIC coverage was
doubled to $40,000.

The Federal Deposit Insurance Adjustment
Act provides depositors with increased secu-
rity while strengthening the safety and sound-
ness of the banking system. It will help local
communities by enabling depositors to keep
more of their money in local banks, where it
can be reinvested for community projects and
local lending. Lastly, it will help small deposi-
tors, especially those on fixed incomes and
small businesses, who need liquidity, or who
are not in a position to take advantage of our
stock market or to bear the risks inherent in
the stock market.

——————

STATEMENT TO ACCOMPANY THE
AIRLINE MERGER MORATORIUM
ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, we are in
the midst of a merger tsunami. Airline mergers

are sweeping over us, and airline competition
will be lost in the tide. Ten major airlines are
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