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Committee to a vote. If there is objection to
bring the matter to a vote without further
debate, a rollcall vote of the Committee
shall be taken, and debate shall be termi-
nated if the motion to bring the matter to a
vote without further debate passes with ten
votes in the affirmative, one of which must
be cast by the Minority.
V. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Any Member of the Committee may sit
with any Subcommittee during its hearings
or any other meeting, it shall not have the
authority to vote on any matter before the
Subcommittee unless he is a member of such
Subcommittee.

2. Subcommittees shall be considered de
novo whenever there is a change in the Sub-
committee chairmanship and seniority on
the particular Subcommittee shall not nec-
essarily apply.

3. Except for matters retained at the Full
Committee, matters shall be referred to the
appropriate Subcommittee or Subcommit-
tees by the Chairman, except as agreed by a
majority vote of the Committee or by the
agreement of the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member.

VI. ATTENDANCE RULES

1. Official attendance at all Committee
markups and executive sessions of the Com-
mittee shall be Kkept by the Committee
Clerk. Official attendance at all Sub-
committee markups and executive sessions
shall be kept by the Subcommittee Clerk.

2. Official attendance at all hearings shall
be kept, provided that Senators are notified
by the Committee Chairman and Ranking
Member, in the case of Committee hearings,
and by the Subcommittee Chairman and
Ranking Member, in the case of Sub-
committee hearings, 48 hours in advance of
the hearing that attendance will be taken;
otherwise, no attendance will be taken. At-
tendance at all hearings is encouraged.

————

RULES OF THE SENATE COM-
MITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs has
adopted rules governing its procedures
for the 107th Congress. Pursuant to
Rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, on behalf of
myself and Senator ROCKEFELLER, I
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the Committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS RULES OF
PROCEDURE
1. MEETINGS

(a) Unless otherwise ordered, the Com-
mittee shall meet on the first Wednesday of
each month. The Chairman may, upon proper
notice and after consultation with the Rank-
ing Member, call such additional meetings as
he deems necessary.

(b) Except as provided in subparagraphs (b)
and (d) of paragraph 5 of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, meetings of
the Committee shall be open to the public.
The Committee shall prepare and keep a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each meeting whether or not such meeting
or any part thereof is closed to the public.

(¢) The Chairman of the Committee or the
Ranking Member in the absence of the Chair-
man, or such other Member as the Chairman
may designate, shall preside at all meetings.

(d) Except as provided in rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate and as speci-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

fied in paragraph (h), no meeting of the Com-
mittee shall be scheduled except by majority
vote of the Committee or by authorization of
the Chairman of the Committee after con-
sultation with the Ranking Member.

(e) The Committee shall notify the office
designated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the time, place, and pur-
pose of each meeting. In the event such
meeting is canceled, the Committee shall
immediately notify such designated office.

(f) Written notice of a Committee meeting,
accompanied by an agenda enumerating the
items of business to be considered, which
agenda will be developed by the Chairman in
consultation with the Ranking Member,
shall be sent to all Committee members at
least 72 hours (not counting Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Federal holidays) in advance of
each meeting. In the event that the giving of
such 72-hour notice is prevented by unfore-
seen requirements or Committee business,
the Committee staff shall communicate no-
tice by the quickest appropriate means to
members or appropriate staff assistants of
Members and an agenda shall be furnished
prior to the meeting.

(g) Subject to the second sentence of this
paragraph, it shall not be in order for the
Committee to consider any amendment in
the first degree proposed to any measure
under consideration by the Committee un-
less a written copy of such amendment has
been delivered to each member of the Com-
mittee at least 24 hours before the meeting
at which the amendment is to be proposed.
This paragraph may be waived by a majority
vote of the members and shall apply only
when 72-hour written notice has been pro-
vided in accordance with paragraph (f).

(h) During such times in the 107th Congress
as the parties shall be equally divided, if,
after consultation by the Ranking Member
of the Committee with the Chairman, an
oversight hearing requested by the Ranking
Member is not scheduled by the Chairman to
take place within a reasonable period, the
procedures set forth in paragraph 3 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate
shall apply, except, with respect to oversight
hearings only, the number of members re-
quired to file the written notice of a special
meeting under that rule shall be reduced to
seven.

II. QUORUMS

(a) Subject to the provisions of paragraph
(b), eight members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum for the reporting or ap-
proving of any measure or matter or rec-
ommendation. Five members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of transacting any other business.

(b) In order to transact any business at a
Committee meeting, at least one member of
the Ranking Member’s party shall be
present. If, at any meeting, business cannot
be transacted because of the absence of such
a member, the matter shall lay over for a
calendar day. If the presence of a member of
the Ranking Member’s party is not then ob-
tained, business may be transacted by the
appropriate quorum.

(c) One member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of receiving testimony.

III. VOTING

(a) Votes may be cast by proxy. A proxy
shall be written and may be conditioned by
personal instructions. A proxy shall be valid
only for the day given.

(b) There shall be a complete record kept
of all Committee action. Such record shall
contain the vote cast by each member of the
Committee on any question on which a roll
call vote is requested.

IV. HEARINGS AND HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Except as specifically otherwise pro-
vided, the rules governing meetings shall
govern hearings.
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(b) At least 1 week in advance of the date
of any hearing, the Committee shall under-
take, consistent with the provisions of para-
graph 4 of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules
of the Senate, to make public announce-
ments of the date, place, time, and subject
matter of such hearing.

(c) The Committee shall require each wit-
ness who is scheduled to testify at any hear-
ing to file 40 copies of such witness’ testi-
mony with the Committee not later than 48
hours prior to the witness’ scheduled appear-
ance unless the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber determine there is good cause for failure
to do so.

(d) The presiding member at any hearing is
authorized to limit the time allotted to each
witness appearing before the Committee.

(e) The Chairman, with the concurrence of
the Ranking Member of the Committee, is
authorized to subpoena the attendance of
witnesses and the production of memoranda,
documents, records, and any other materials.
If the Chairman or a Committee staff mem-
ber designated by the Chairman has not re-
ceived from the Ranking Member or a Com-
mittee staff member designated by the
Ranking Member notice of the Ranking
Member’s nonconcurrence in the subpoena
within 48 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Federal holidays) of being notified
of the Chairman’s intention to subpoena at-
tendance or production, the Chairman is au-
thorized following the end of the 48-hour pe-
riod involved to subpoena the same without
the Ranking Member’s concurrence. Regard-
less of whether a subpoena has been con-
curred in by the Ranking Member, such sub-
poena may be authorized by vote of the
Members of the Committee. When the Com-
mittee or Chairman authorizes a subpoena,
the subpoena may be issued upon the signa-
ture of the Chairman or of any other member
of the Committee designated by the Chair-
man.

(f) In the event that a hearing is convened
under the provisions of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, the Ranking
Member shall, subject to each and all of the
limitations specified in paragraph IV(e) of
these rules, have the same powers to sub-
poena witnesses as would otherwise be vested
in the Chairman, and the Chairman, in such
instances, shall have the same prerogatives
as would otherwise be vested in the Ranking
Member under paragraph IV(e) of these rules.

(g) Except as specified in Committee Rule
VII (requiring oaths, under certain cir-
cumstances, at hearings to confirm Presi-
dential nominations), witnesses at hearings
will be required to give testimony under
oath whenever the presiding member deems
such to be advisable.

V. MEDIA COVERAGE

Any Committee meeting or hearing which
is open to the public may be covered by tele-
vision, radio, and print media. Photog-
raphers, reporters, and crew members using
mechanical recording, filming or broad-
casting devices shall position and use their
equipment so as not to interfere with the
seating, vision, or hearing of the Committee
members or staff or with the orderly conduct
of the meeting or hearing. The presiding
member of the meeting or hearing may for
good cause terminate, in whole or in part,
the use of such mechanical devices or take
such other action as the circumstances and
the orderly conduct of the meeting or hear-
ing may warrant.

VI. GENERAL

All applicable requirements of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate shall govern the
Committee.

VII. PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

(a) Each Presidential nominee whose nomi-

nation is subject to Senate confirmation and
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referred to this Committee shall submit a
statement of his or her background and fi-
nancial interests, including the financial in-
terests of his or her spouse and of children
living in the nominee’s household, on a form
approved by the Committee which shall be
sworn to as to its completeness and accu-
racy. The Committee form shall be in two
parts—

(A) information concerning employment,
education, and background of the nominee
which generally relates to the position to
which the individual is nominated, and
which is to be made public; and

(B) information concerning the financial
and other background of the nominee, to be
made public when the Committee determines
that such information bears directly on the
nominee’s qualifications to hold the position
to which the individual is nominated.

Committee action on a nomination, includ-
ing hearings or a meeting to consider a mo-
tion to recommend confirmation, shall not
be initiated until at least five days after the
nominee submits the form required by this
rule unless the Chairman, with the concur-
rence of the Ranking Minority Member,
waives this waiting period.

(b) At any hearing to confirm a Presi-
dential nomination, the testimony of the
nominee and, at the request of any Member,
any other witness shall be under oath.

VIII. NAMING OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS FACILITIES

It is the policy of the Committee that no
Department of Veterans Affairs facility shall
be named after any individual unless—

(A) such individual is deceased and was—

(1) a veteran who (i) was instrumental in
the construction or the operation of the fa-
cility to be named, or (ii) was a recipient of
the Medal of Honor or, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
otherwise performed military service of an
extraordinarily distinguished character;

(2) a member of the United States House of
Representatives or Senate who had a direct
association with such facility;

(3) an Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, a
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, a Secretary of
Defense or of a service branch, or a military
or other Federal civilian official of com-
parable or higher rank; or

(4) an individual who, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
performed outstanding service for veterans;

(B) each member of the Congressional dele-
gation representing the State in which the
designated facility is located has indicated
in writing such member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual; and

(C) the pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a national
membership of at least 500,000 has indicated
in writing its support of such proposal.

IX. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be
changed, modified, amended, or suspended at
any time, provided, however, that no less
than a majority of the entire membership so
determine at a regular meeting with due no-
tice, or at a meeting specifically called for
that purpose. The rules governing quorums
for reporting legislative matters shall gov-

ern rules changes, modification, amend-
ments, or suspension.
——

RULES OF THE SENATE COM-
MITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AF-
FAIRS
Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, Sen-

ate Standing Rule XXVI requires each
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committee to adopt rules to govern the

procedures of the Committee and to

publish those rules in the CONGRES-

SIONAL RECORD not later than March 1

of the first year of each Congress. Pur-

suant to a unanimous consent agree-
ment reached on February 28, 2001, not-
withstanding the provisions of Rule

XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-

ate, for the purposes of the 107th Con-

gress, the publication date for com-
mittee rules shall not be later than

March 10, 2001.

On March 8, 2001, the Committee on
Governmental Affairs held a business
meeting during which the members of
the Committee unanimously adopted
the rules to govern the procedures of
the Committee. In addition, a majority
of members of the Committee’s Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations
adopted subcommittee rules of proce-
dure on March 2, 2001.

Consistent with Standing Rules
XXVI, today I am submitting for print-
ing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
copy of the rules of the Senate Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs and its
Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE SENATE PER-
MANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AF-
FAIRS
1. No public hearing connected with an in-

vestigation may be held without the ap-
proval of either the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member or the approval of a
majority of the Members of the Sub-
committee. In all cases, notification to all
Members of the intent to hold hearings must
be given at least 7 days in advance to the
date of the hearing. The Ranking Minority
Member should be kept fully apprised of pre-
liminary inquiries, investigations, and hear-
ings. Preliminary inquiries may be initiated
by the Subcommittee majority staff upon
the approval of the Chairman and notice of
such approval to the Ranking Minority
Member or the minority counsel. Prelimi-
nary inquiries may be undertaken by the mi-
nority staff upon the approval of the Rank-
ing Minority Member and notice of such ap-
proval to the Chairman or Chief Counsel. In-
vestigations may be undertaken upon the ap-
proval of the Chairman of the Subcommittee
and the Ranking Minority Member with no-
tice of such approval to all members.

No public hearing shall be held if the mi-
nority Members unanimously object, unless
the full Committee on Governmental Affairs
by a majority vote approves of such public
hearing.

Senate Rules will govern all closed ses-
sions convened by the Subcommittee (Rule
XXVI, Sec. 5(b), Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate).

2. Subpoenas for witnesses, as well as docu-
ments and records, may be authorized and
issued by the Chairman, or any other Mem-
ber of the Subcommittee designated by him,
with notice to the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber. A written notice of intent to issue a sub-
poena shall be provided to the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, or staff officers designated by them,
by the Subcommittee Chairman or a staff of-
ficer designated by him, immediately upon
such authorization, and no subpoena shall
issue for at least 48 hours, excluding Satur-
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days and Sundays, from delivery to the ap-
propriate offices, unless the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member waive the 48 hour
waiting period or unless the Subcommittee
Chairman certifies in writing to the Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member that, in
his opinion, it is necessary to issue a sub-
poena immediately.

3. The Chairman shall have the authority
to call meetings of the Subcommittee. This
authority may be delegated by the Chairman
to any other Member of the Subcommittee
when necessary.

4. If at least three Members of the Sub-
committee desire the Chairman to call a spe-
cial meeting, they may file in the office of
the Subcommittee, a written request there-
for, addressed to the Chairman. Immediately
thereafter, the clerk of the Subcommittee
shall notify the Chairman of such request. If,
within 3 calendar days after the filing of
such request, the Chairman fails to call the
requested special meeting, which is to be
held within 7 calendar days after the filing of
such request, a majority of the Sub-
committee Members may file in the office of
the Subcommittee their written notice that
a special Subcommittee meeting will be
held, specifying the date and hour thereof,
and the Subcommittee shall meet on that
date and hour. Immediately upon the filing
of such notice, the Subcommittee clerk shall
notify all Subcommittee Members that such
special meeting will be held and inform them
of its dates and hour. If the Chairman is not
present at any regular, additional or special
meeting, the ranking majority Member
present shall preside.

5. For public or executive sessions, one
Member of the Subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the administering of
oaths and the taking of testimony in any
given case or subject matter.

Five (6) Members of the Subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of Subcommittee business other than
the administering of oaths and the taking of
testimony.

6. All witnesses at public or executive
hearings who testify to matters of fact shall
be sworn.

7. If, during public or executive sessions, a
witness, his counsel, or any spectator con-
ducts himself in such a manner as to pre-
vent, impede, disrupt, obstruct, or interfere
with the orderly administration of such
hearing, the Chairman or presiding Member
of the Subcommittee present during such
hearing may request the Sergeant at Arms of
the Senate, his representative or any law en-
forcement official to eject said person from
the hearing room.

8. Counsel retained by any witness and ac-
companying such witness shall be permitted
to be present during the testimony of such
witness at any public or executive hearing,
and to advise such witness while he is testi-
fying, of his legal rights, Provided, however,
that in the case of any witness who is an offi-
cer or employee of the government, or of a
corporation or association, the Sub-
committee Chairman may rule that rep-
resentation by counsel from the government,
corporation, or association, or by counsel
representing other witnesses, creates a con-
flict of interest, and that the witness may
only be represented during interrogation by
staff or during testimony before the Sub-
committee by personal counsel not from the
government, corporation, or association, or
by personal counsel not representing other
witnesses. This rule shall not be construed to
excuse a witness from testifying in the event
his counsel is ejected for conducting himself
in such a manner so as to prevent, impede,
disrupt, obstruct, or interfere with the or-
derly administration of the hearings; nor
shall this rule be construed as authorizing
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