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people have voted and which they clearly
want to see working for the common benefit.
We appeal to all parties to work together to
remove the remaining obstacles standing in
the way of the full achievement of this goal.

The Good Friday Agreement was endorsed
by the people of Ireland and Northern Ire-
land with majorities from both communities.
It provided a mandate to those working on
behalf of peace, justice, and the creating of a
new beginning in Northern Ireland. Its provi-
sions are interdependent, and to ensure the
successful implementation of the Good Fri-
day Agreement, those provisions must be ad-
dressed concurrently.

In the past, dangerous political vacuums
have been avoided when all parties to the
Good Friday Agreement have been willing to
make difficult political decisions and imple-
ment confidence-building measures. We urge
them to do so again.

We believe the Patten recommendations on
police reform must be fully implemented. We
acknowledge that progress has been made,
but further steps must be taken to ensure
that the police service will be representative
of all people in Northern Ireland and have
the support of the community it serves. An
inclusive and credible police service, which
is supported by nationalists and unionists, is
in the interest of everyone in Northern Ire-
land. Likewise, the criminal justice system
must be fair and impartial. It must be re-
sponsive to the community’s concerns, en-
courage community involvement wherever
possible, and have the confidence of all parts
of the community.

We also believe the British Government
should scale back its military presence in
Northern Ireland, particularly in South
Armagh. The dismantlement of watchtowers
and military installations in Northern Ire-
land would represent a significant con-
fidence-building measure that would advance
the pursuit of peace.

We welcome the May 5, 2000 statement by
the IRA that it ‘‘will initiate a process that
will completely and verifiably put IRA arms
beyond use . . . in such a way as to avoid risk
to the public and misappropriation by others
and ensure maximum public confidence,’’
and we welcome the IRA’s recent decision to
reengage with the de Chastelain Commission
on decommissioning. The IRA’s decision is a
welcome first step, and we hope it will pave
the way for further action by all parties. We
urge the IRA to engage in meaningful dia-
logue with the Commission and take tan-
gible steps to put weapons beyond use.

We also emphasize the importance of ad-
vancing human rights and equality issues
under the Good Friday Agreement, including
the creation of a Bill of Rights. Similarly,
we call for the establishment of independent
inquiries into the Finucane, Nelson, and
Hamill cases, to demonstrate commitment
to human rights and accountability.

We commend the Irish and British Govern-
ments for their ongoing efforts to work with
the political leaders in Northern Ireland and
to advance the peace process in Northern Ire-
land. On St. Patrick’s Day, we urge all the
leaders to recognize the danger of delay and
redouble efforts to fully implement the Good
Friday Agreement.

Friends of Ireland Executive Committee.
House: Dennis J. Hastert, Richard A. Gep-

hardt, James T. Walsh.
Senate: Edward M. Kennedy, Christopher

J. Dodd, Susan M. Collins.
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HOUSE THE SENATE BUILT

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I will be
participating in the Habitat for Hu-
manity ‘‘House the Senate Built.’’ We
will be breaking ground March 17th at

1:00 p.m. This home will be built for the
Portillo family at 1209 Raven Place in
Loveland, Colorado. I am especially
proud to be working with the Loveland
Habitat for Humanity chapter because
Loveland is my hometown. In addition,
the Loveland chapter has existed for 14
years and, in that time, they have built
41 houses. Forty-one families that may
have never been in a position to own a
home, are now homeowners thanks to
the Loveland chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.

This is not my first involvement with
Habitat for Humanity. During the Re-
publican Convention last year my wife
Joan and I had the opportunity to work
on a project with the Philadelphia
chapter of Habitat. I have also partici-
pated in builds with Colorado affiliates
in Fort Morgan and in Loveland. This
September Habitat International will
be celebrating their Silver Anniver-
sary. Since its inception, Habitat has
built a total of 100,000 houses.

When I reflect on my vision of hous-
ing assistance, an old saying comes to
mind: ‘‘If you give a man a fish, you
feed him for a day. If you teach a man
to fish, you feed him for a lifetime.’’ I
am especially supportive of Habitat for
Humanity because the way that they
operate as an organization, fits this old
saying perfectly. While Habitat homes
are purchased by the individual home-
owner families, corporations, faith
groups and others all provide financial
support and assistance in building the
home, and the work is organized at the
local level. Instead of relying solely on
perennial handouts from the govern-
ment, Habitat seeks out both private
and community resources to form a
partnership that results in homes for
people who, otherwise, may not have
them. This approach works because
people at the local level are best
equipped to know who needs assistance
and are most familiar with the way
that local systems operate. Homeowner
families are chosen by the local Habi-
tat affiliate according to their need;
their ability to repay the no-profit, no-
interest mortgage; and their willing-
ness to work in partnership with Habi-
tat. Each family is responsible for pay-
ing back their loan and participating
in the building of their own home. All
of this indicates that Habitat is far
more interested in helping people to
create a new life for themselves than
they are in simply putting a roof over
their heads. Put quite simply, Habitat
is a very effective way to promote the
American dream of home ownership.

On this same note, I would also like
to talk for a moment about two people
that I hold in high esteem. The first
person I would like to recognize is
someone whom I can say, with very lit-
tle bias, is one of the most wonderful
women in the world: my wife Joan. She
is someone who often seems tireless in
her willingness to pitch in. This will-
ingness was exemplified again at the
House the Senate Built. Now, as I said
before, Joan has worked on several of
the Habitat projects with me, and this

project was no exception. Just before
the Senate members departed the
building site to return to the Capitol,
many of us passed our hammers on to
our spouses so that they could con-
tinue building into the afternoon. I was
proud to be able to hand my hammer
over to Joan. She came home ex-
hausted, but pleased with the progress
that was made on the home, which I
understand was considerable. In fact, I
am told that when a crew member was
walking back to the building site with
several of the ladies Joan warned him
that ‘‘now that the men are gone it’s
time for the real work to begin.’’ She
then put in several hours in her hard-
hat pounding nails, stuffing insulation
and lending a hand wherever it was
needed.

The second is Colorado’s first lady
Frances Owens. She has made Habitat
for Humanity projects a top priority
since her husband was elected several
years ago. She has participated in
three builds within the last few years
and will now be host to a program
called Women Building a Legacy. This
program will take place May 5–11 in
Montbello, a suburb of Denver. Women
Building a Legacy will be a blitz build
that will result in five houses in seven
days. These homes will be a much need-
ed addition to the Montbello neighbor-
hood where they are to be built and I
commend Mrs. Owens for her efforts.

Again, I say thank you to Habitat for
Humanity for the services that they
provide to so many communities
throughout America and the world,
thank you to Frances Owens for the
work that she does on behalf of Habitat
and thank you to my wife Joan for al-
ways being willing to do what needs to
be done for no bigger reason than be-
cause it needs to be done.
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FOIA TURNS 35

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, James
Madison said that if men were angels,
no government would be necessary. But
because people and governments are
fallible, he added, ‘‘experience has
taught mankind the necessity of auxil-
iary precautions.’’ The Freedom Of In-
formation Act (FOIA), a modern im-
provement in American government,
has proved itself as a vital precaution
that has served the people well in de-
fending their right to know what their
government is doing—or not doing. Fri-
day is the 250th birthday of James
Madison and, appropriately, this is also
the day that we commemorate FOIA’s
35th anniversary.

I am not sure that we could pass
FOIA if it were offered in Congress
today, but thank heaven it is firmly
etched by now in our national culture.
Just this month a unanimous U.S. Su-
preme Court affirmed FOIA’s mandate
of broad disclosure, noting that full
agency disclosure would ‘‘help ensure
an informed citizenry, vital to the
functioning of a democratic society.’’

FOIA may be an imperfect tool, but
as one foreign journalist observed, ‘‘in
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