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such as the Dalai Lama. Along the
way, the Sperling Breakfasts have be-
come more than an informal gathering
of journalists and news makers, they
have become a prominent part of Wash-
ington’s political culture. In fact, they
have become a brand name.

Today, I would like to take a few mo-
ments to pay tribute to this institution
by sharing with my colleagues a little
bit about its founder. Budge Sperling
was born in Long Beach, California, in
1915, but grew up in Urbana, Illinois. In
1937 he graduated from the University
of Illinois with a degree in Journalism.
He continued his studies at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, receiving a law de-
gree in 1940.

In 1946, after serving for five years in
the United States Air Force during
World War II, Budge joined the staff of
the Christian Science Monitor, work-
ing his way through a variety of na-
tional bureaus until he and his break-
fast became a brand name. Throughout
a career that has spanned over 50 years,
Budge has served as Chief of the Mon-
itor’s Midwest Bureau, New York Bu-
reau, and Washington Bureau. He cur-
rently serves as the Monitor’s Senior
Washington Columnist.

The Sperling breakfasts began, iron-
ically, over lunch. On February 8, 1966,
Budge decided to invite some of his col-
leagues to join him for a midday meal
at the National Press Club with
Charles H. Percy, the eventual senator
from Illinois, whom he had met on the
campaign trail. After the successful
meeting, Budge was urged by his fellow
reporters to host another gathering.
Budge invited New York Mayor John
Lindsay, but was unable to book a
room at the National Press Club for
lunch. He decided to have the meeting
over breakfast instead, and a tradition
was born.

Since that time, the Sperling Break-
fast, or ‘‘Breakfast with Godfrey,” as it
has been known, has served as the
source of many news stories. One of the
most well-known breakfasts occurred
when Budge invited Senator Robert F.
Kennedy to speak the day after the
New Hampshire primary in 1968. While
Kennedy was addressing the assembled
reporters, news of the Tet offensive in
Vietnam broke and Kennedy, who had
repeatedly denied presidential aspira-
tions, struggled visibly to reconcile
this new information with his denials.
As Budge recently recalled that morn-
ing he said, ‘“‘we felt we’d seen history
in the making.”

This is only one example of the many
memorable breakfasts Budge has
hosted. And while not every one of the
thousands of breakfasts has resulted in
headlines the following day, one thing
is certain: Budge has his finger on the
pulse of who and what are making news
in Washington.

At the beginning of each and every
Sperling Breakfast, Budge begins by
announcing. ‘‘The only ground rule
here is that we’re on the record.” With
that one rule in mind, I am pleased to
stand here today and state in the
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RECORD my congratulations and appre-
ciation to Godfrey ‘‘Budge’ Sperling
for all he has done to help inform the
American people about their govern-
ment.e

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
committee were submitted:

By Mr. HELMS for the Committeee on For-
eign Relations.

Marc Isaiah Grossman, of Virginia, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Career Minister, to be an Under Sec-
retary of State (Political Affairs).

Richard Lee Armitage, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Secretary of State.

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed subject to the nomi-
nees’ commitment to respond to re-
quests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Sen-
ate.)

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and
Mr. FEINGOLD):

S. 603. A bill to provide for full voting rep-
resentation in the Congress for the citizens
of the District of Columbia to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that
individuals who are residents of the District
of Columbia shall be exempt from Federal in-
come taxation until such full voting rep-
resentation takes effect, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, and Mr. WARNER):

S. 604. A bill to amend title IIT of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 to provide for digital education partner-
ships; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON:

S. 605. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage a strong com-
munity-based banking system; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. AL-
LARD, and Mr. CRAIG):

S. 606. A bill to provide additional author-
ity to the Office of Ombudsman of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. ALLARD (for himself and Mr.
GRAMM):

S. 607. A bill to amend the National Hous-
ing Act to require partial rebates of FHA
mortgage insurance premiums to certain
mortgagors upon payment of their FHA-in-
sured mortgages; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 136
At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 136, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988
to extend trade negotiating and trade
agreement implementing authority.
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S. 145

At the request of Mr. THURMOND, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 145, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to increase to par-
ity with other surviving spouses the
basic annuity that is provided under
the uniformed services Survivor Ben-
efit Plan for surviving spouses who are
at least 62 years of age, and for other
purposes.

S. 225

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
225, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives
to public elementary and secondary
school teachers by providing a tax
credit for teaching expenses, profes-
sional development expenses, and stu-
dent education loans.

S. 258

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 258, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
coverage under the medicare program
of annual screening pap smear and
screening pelvic exams.

S. 277

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 277, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
for an increase in the Federal min-
imum wage.

S. 291

At the request of Mr. THOMPSON, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 291, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a de-
duction for State and local sales taxes
in lieu of State and local income taxes
and to allow the State and local in-
come tax deduction against the alter-
native minimum tax.

S. 413

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
413, a bill to amend part F of title X of
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve and
refocus civic education, and for other
purposes.

S. 452

At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 452, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to ensure
that the Secretary of Health and
Human Services provides appropriate
guidance to physicians, providers of
services, and ambulance providers that
are attempting to properly submit
claims under the medicare program to
ensure that the Secretary does not tar-
get inadvertent billing errors.
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