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Worcester community and indeed all of
Massachusetts about the history and
heritage of Armenian Americans, for
out of one of the greatest tragedies of
the 20th century came this community,
made up of survivors of the genocide
and the families and children of sur-
vivors. They have created houses of
worship, community centers, neighbor-
hood activists and dedicated workers in
every profession. They are the living
legacy. The Armenian nation survives
in Europe, and the heritage of Armenia
thrives in America.

I will work with my colleagues to
make sure that the United States will
officially recognize the Armenian
Genocide and that all of our children
will learn this history and understand
why it is part of America’s history and
culture.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MORELLA. Madam Speaker, I
rise this evening as a member of the
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues, as have many of my colleagues,
to commemorate and affirm the Arme-
nian Genocide, one of the darkest chap-
ters of the 20th century.
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We have heard this repeated, and I
think it is worth repeating because it
is important that it is indelibly im-
planted in our minds. April 24, 1915, is
remembered and solemnly commemo-
rated each year by the Armenian com-
munity and people of conscience
throughout the world. On that day, a
group of Armenian religious, political
and intellectual leaders were arrested
in Constantinople, taken to the inte-
rior of Turkey and murdered. In the 8
years that followed, 1.5 million Arme-
nians were murdered and 500,000 were
deported because of the Ottoman Em-
pire’s decision to attempt to eliminate
the Armenian people living under their
rule.

Through our bipartisan congressional
efforts, we have and we must continue
to acknowledge and to remember the
killing and the suffering inflicted on
the Armenian people during those 8
years at the beginning of the last cen-
tury. Real people died and the results
were and are still shocking.

The Armenian genocide is a histor-
ical fact. There is a nonpartisan aca-
demic consensus that between 1915 and
1923, 1.5 million Armenians perished at
the hands of the crumbling Ottoman
Empire. I deeply regretted the decision
made by this body last year not to con-
sider House Resolution 596, legislation
recognizing the Armenian genocide. If
we in the Congress continue to react
with silence regarding these events and
are unwilling to stand up and publicly
condemn these atrocities, we effec-
tively give our approval to abuses of
power such as the Armenian genocide.

We must let the truth about these
events be known and continue to speak
out against all instances of inhumanity
against one another. To this day it is
still denied by the Turkish Govern-
ment, just as the Nazis 2 decades later
denied the Holocaust. Both of these
atrocities could have been prevented or
at least mitigated if the public had
been aware of them. Sadly, it was only
after the world learned of the Holo-
caust and the depths to which human
beings could sink in their treatment of
each other that the massacre of the Ar-
menian population of Turkey gained
attention as genocide.

Responding to this horror, govern-
mental bodies throughout the world
have passed resolutions and declara-
tions affirming the Armenian genocide,
including Canada, Argentina, Belgium,
Lebanon, Vatican City, Uruguay, the
European Parliament, the Russian
Duma, the Greek Parliament, the
Swedish Parliament and the French
National Senate.

Additionally, 27 States, more than
half, have also passed resolutions con-
demning the Armenian genocide. I am
very pleased that on April 9 of this
year my own State of Maryland en-
acted the Maryland Day of Remem-
brance of the Armenian Genocide. I, as
had some others, had written to mem-
bers of the Maryland Assembly urging
their support of the resolution. I be-
lieve this measure will help educate
others about this crime against hu-
manity and send an appropriate mes-
sage to the thousands of Maryland resi-
dents of Armenian descent who have
been profoundly and personally af-
fected by the Armenian genocide and
who have made tremendous contribu-
tions to our State in the areas of busi-
ness, agriculture, academia, govern-
ment, and the arts.

We salute the proud people of Arme-
nian who spent 70 years fighting Sta-
linist domination and who have finally,
in the past decade, achieved freedom.
However, these freedoms must never
allow them or us to forget the hard-
ships suffered by their ancestors. Our
universal respect for human rights
must instill in all of us the continued
condemnation and acknowledgment of
the Armenian genocide, one of his-
tory’s darkest chapters of the 20th cen-
tury.
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THE PRESIDENT HAD IT RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME, THAT OUR
COMMITMENT TO OPEN TRADE
MUST BE MATCHED BY A
STRONG COMMITMENT TO PRO-
TECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. JO
ANN DAVIS of Virginia). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this
morning constituents of our Ninth Dis-
trict of Ohio woke up to reports of
more job cuts at our local Jeep plant.
The Toledo Blade ran two headlines.

One reads, ‘‘Jeep reductions: Firm
warns up to 2,035 Toledo jobs to be
cut.’’ The second headline read, ‘‘Ex-
panded PT Cruiser Output Bypasses
City of Toledo for Mexico.’’

Welcome to post-NAFTA America.
Here we have a company shifting pro-
duction from the United States at the
expense of our workers. Make no mis-
take, these are excellent jobs we are
talking about. These are not minimum-
wage jobs with no benefits. These are
not low-tech jobs. They are the type of
jobs that any community in America
would fight for. These are middle-class
jobs. That is what Toledo and the State
of Ohio did, in fact. They went out and
fought for the Jeep jobs. The taxpayers
invested hundreds of millions of dollars
to keep those jobs in Ohio and in the
United States, and now Chrysler is cut-
ting 2,000 jobs in Toledo at the same
time as it is adding production lines in
Mexico to make the popular PT Cruis-
er.

Now President Bush wants to expand
NAFTA, he tells us. Is this the promise
of NAFTA, 2,000 more families out of
work and good jobs in our country? Is
this what the future looks like under a
hemispheric NAFTA known as Free
Trade of the Americas, FTAA? Is this
what you get with Fast Track?

President Bush went to Quebec City
last week to push for NAFTA’s expan-
sion to the free trade of the Americas.
He made some interesting claims about
what his version of free trade envi-
sions. There was some talk about labor
rights and environmental standards
and democracy. That sounds well and
good, but we need to see concrete ac-
tion to back up the rhetoric.

In Quebec City, President Bush said
it is clear to me that ours is a hemi-
sphere united by freedom. How about
the freedom of workers to earn a living
wage and to know that they are pro-
tected against workplace injury and
guaranteed the right to organize the
worth of their labor? How about the
freedom for families to know what is in
their food? How about the freedom of a
mother on the border in Mexico know-
ing that the water is safe to drink and
the air fit to breathe? How about the
freedom for Members of Congress to
have access to all the working docu-
ments and drafts of these agreements,
not only the multinational giants that
helped to negotiate the agreement that
we are likely to consider?

In Quebec City, President Bush said,
‘‘Our commitment to open trade must
be matched by a strong commitment to
protecting our environment and im-
proving labor standards.’’ But then he
did a pirouette and he said, ‘‘We should
not allow labor and environmental
codicils to destroy the spirit of free
trade.’’

He had it right the first time.
Those of us on the other side of the

argument have been saying for years
that these trade agreements should
give individuals the same rights as
multinational corporations. The Presi-
dent was wrong when he said labor and
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