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May God add his blessings to the word
that has been spoken for us.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, has the
Senator indicated what the leader
wants to do today?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The distinguished acting major-
ity leader.

———————

SCHEDULE

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I respond
to the distinguished whip by saying
that this morning there will be 1 hour
and 50 minutes remaining for closing
remarks on the budget resolution con-
ference report. Senators can expect a
vote on the conference report between
11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Following that
vote, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of S. 1, the education bill. Votes
on amendments are expected through-
out the day in an effort to make sig-
nificant progress on the bill.

I encourage those Senators with filed
amendments to work with the chair-
man and the ranking member in order
to schedule consideration of those
amendments.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention and for their cooperation.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we had a
cutoff time last night of 5 o’clock for
filing amendments on the education
bill. We have almost 300 amendments
that have been filed on S. 1. It is going
to take a lot of work, and people are
going to have to work this afternoon
on that. It is going to take a couple
more weeks to finish that legislation. I
think everyone who has an amendment
should offer it at the earliest possible
date.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2002—CONFERENCE REPORT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now resume consideration
of the conference report to accompany
H. Con. Res. 83, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Conference report to accompany the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 83) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year
2002, revising the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2001, and setting forth appropriate budgetary
levels for each of fiscal years 2003 through
2011.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senator from West Virginia is now rec-
ognized for 30 minutes.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, would the
Chair kindly inform me when I have
used 25 minutes of my time?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair will notify the Sen-
ator.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the Senate
will soon vote on the conference report
for the fiscal year 2002 budget resolu-
tion. I will vote against this conference
report. This budget is a bad deal for
America. It fails to address critical de-
ficiencies in our Nation’s schools, our
Nation’s highways, our Nation’s drink-
ing water and sewage systems, our Na-
tion’s law enforcement, and energy
independence. The list goes on and on
like Tennyson’s brook—almost forever.
Instead of addressing these defi-
ciencies, instead of planning for the fu-
ture, this is a budget resolution that
places short-term, partisan political
gratification ahead of the long-term
needs of the Nation.

This Nation faces daunting chal-
lenges—if you drove in just this morn-
ing to work, or yesterday morning, you
can see what I am talking about, the
daunting challenges that confront this
country on the highways—in the next
two decades. We will continue increas-
ingly to face those daunting chal-
lenges.

The baby boom generation will begin
to retire around the year 2008. That is
not far away. Because of the demands
of that generation, both the Social Se-
curity and Medicare trust funds are ex-
pected to be running in the red by
2016—15 years from now. Not a single
dime—not one thin dime—is devoted to
shoring up Social Security, and the re-
sources allotted to Medicare and pre-
scription drugs are totally inadequate.

We know that 75 percent of our Na-
tion’s school buildings are inadequate
to meet the needs of the Nation’s chil-
dren. But how many dollars are de-
voted to Dbuilding and renovating
school buildings? How many dollars are
devoted to making classrooms smaller?
Zero. Zilch. Zip.

The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, earlier this spring, graded the
Nation’s infrastructure. How did we
do? Abysmally. Roads, D+; aviation,
D —; schools, D—; transit, D—; drinking
water, D. Overall, in 10 different cat-
egories, the Nation’s infrastructure re-
ceived an average grade of D+.

Now my old coal miner dad would
have given me a good thrashing if I had
brought home a report card with a D on
it. I could have depended on that. Well,
the dog must have eaten that report
card on the way to the White House be-
cause this conference report ignores
low grades on the Nation’s infrastruc-
ture.

Now the President—and I have great
respect for the President—is fond of
saying we ought to give the people
their money back. I think we ought to
give the people their money’s worth.
Instead of a massive tax cut today, we
ought to look toward tomorrow and re-
pair our outdated infrastructure. In-
stead of a massive tax cut today, we
ought to help provide for safe highways
and bridges, airports and transit sys-
tems that work, clean air, safe drink-
ing water, safe schools. We ought to
plan ahead to ensure that Social Secu-
rity and Medicare will be available in
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the long term. The American people ex-
pect us to make smart choices. This
conference report is not a smart
choice.

What is in this conference report?

It contains a $1.35 trillion tax cut
spread out over the next 11 years, based
solely on an illusory surplus estimate
that even the Congressional Budget Of-
fice considers highly unlikely.

This budget also establishes discre-
tionary spending levels that are totally
inadequate and unrealistic. For the
next fiscal year, the budget limits
spending to a 4.2-percent increase. For
nondefense programs, the level pro-
vided in the conference report is $5.5
billion below the level necessary to
keep pace with inflation.

Now I am wearing my Appropriations
Committee hat today. I am the ranking
member on the Senate Appropriations
Committee. Let me say to my col-
leagues, you will be coming to the
waterhole—I think of the animals in
the forest. Occasionally, they have to
go to the waterhole. They can’t avoid
it. And so the people of this country
have to go to the waterhole. The
waterhole is the Appropriations Com-
mittees of the two Houses. And Sen-
ators and House Members who rep-
resent the people who elect them and
send them here also have to go to that
waterhole, the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Well, I am wearing my appro-
priations hat today.

Let me say to my colleagues, if you
vote for this budget conference report,
don’t come to the watering hole. It is
not that I would not love to help you,
but you are going to make it impos-
sible. Those who vote for this con-
ference report are going to make it im-
possible for me and for the Appropria-
tions subcommittee ranking members
to help you. Hear me: I would love to
help you, but you are going to make it
impossible when you vote for this con-
ference report, because you are going
to cut discretionary spending levels to
the point that we cannot help you.

Again, for nondefense programs, the
level provided in the conference report
is $56.5 billion below the level necessary
to keep pace just with inflation. This
level will leave no resources for in-
creases that we all recognize are nec-
essary for education, for infrastruc-
ture, for research and development,
and for the promotion of our energy
independence. We have an energy
shortage in this country right now—
rolling brownouts. You are going to
hear more about them. But what are
we doing about it? We are not doing
anything positively in this budget con-
ference report. I will tell you what we
are doing. We are cutting the moneys
for basic research—fossil fuel re-
search—in the budget.

The increases being debated on the
floor for elementary and secondary
education cannot be fully funded. The
resolution provides for an increase of
less than $13 billion above fiscal year
2001 for all nondefense programs. The
elementary and secondary education
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