
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E813May 16, 2001
Except for a short time during the ’70s, Care

and Share has received no outside funding.
It’s an all-volunteer effort.

And what an effort it is. Care and Share
feeds an estimated 500 families a month. Dur-
ing the holidays, Mrs. Dobbs’ dogged deter-
mination ensures that every family has access
to a good, nourishing holiday meal. Every bas-
ket is served with Mrs. Dobb’s everpresent
smile and a kind and encouraging word.

Mrs. Dobbs began in the 1960s by enlisting
schools to sponsor canned food drives. As
Care and Share grew and allied with other
charitable organizations, Mrs. Dobbs also
reached out to community organizations to
help with the drive.

That made it a true community effort as the
Simi-Moorpark Association of Realtors, Rotary
and Kiwanis clubs, Scouts, churches and nu-
merous other community groups joined the
cause.

Mrs. Dobbs has decided to retire and enjoy
life with her husband, Carl, their five children
and six grandchildren. Care and Share will
continue to thrive under the guidance of long-
time volunteer Veronica Rubio. Mrs. Dobbs
has promised to volunteer from time to time as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join
me in thanking Willa Dobbs for caring for her
fellow human beings; for making life richer and
fulfilling for those who helped her and those
who were helped by her; and for proving that
one person can make a difference in many,
many lives. We wish her love and Godspeed
in retirement.
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Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce legislation that is an impor-
tant step in continuing to assist victims of dat-
ing violence. The bill I am introducing today
with Rep. CONNIE MORELLA will allow victims of
dating violence to qualify for federal legal as-
sistance grants authorized under the Violence
Against Women Act.

Dating violence is a little-known and mis-
understood aspect of domestic violence. His-
torically, domestic violence laws have been
applied only to cases where the victim is mar-
ried or cohabitating with the abuser, or where
the couple shares a child together. Unfortu-
nately, this criteria ignores the equally dan-
gerous violence that can occur in dating rela-
tionships. Victims of domestic violence are vic-
tims regardless of their relationship to the
abuser. These victims face the same trauma
and the same manipulation as every other do-
mestic violence victim. As Congress focuses
its attention on providing necessary assistance
to the states for the prevention of domestic vi-
olence, we must not allow victims of dating vi-
olence to be left behind.

The lack of recourse for victims of dating vi-
olence was brought to my attention through a
tragic incident in the State of Idaho. In Decem-
ber 1999, seventeen-year-old Cassie Dehl

was killed in an accident involving her abusive
boyfriend. Despite documentation of years of
vicious and life-threatening abuse, Cassie’s
parents were unable to obtain legal protection
for their daughter because neither federal nor
state domestic violence laws applied to teen-
age dating relationships. Although the abuse
was evident and the need for assistance was
clear, no one was able to offer Cassie the
help she needed.

Last year, Congress overwhelmingly reau-
thorized a number of important domestic vio-
lence programs under the Violence Against
Women Act. In addition to continuing the exist-
ing programs, the VAWA reauthorization in-
cluded two new provisions of particular impor-
tance. First, a legal definition of dating vio-
lence was created, the first such definition
under federal law. Second, a new grant pro-
gram to provide civil legal assistance to vic-
tims of domestic violence was authorized. Un-
fortunately, while many of the existing VAWA
programs were expanded to include dating vi-
olence, this new legal assistance grant was
not. Our legislation will correct this discrep-
ancy.

The victims of dating violence require and
deserve the same legal assistance given to
other victims of domestic violence. The ability
to obtain a legal protection order or pursue
other legal remedies can be the difference in
a victim being able to break the cycle of op-
pressive abuse and regain control of their life.
Under this legislation, victims of dating vio-
lence will have the same legal standing as all
other victims of domestic violence when seek-
ing civil legal assistance.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Congress for coming
together last year to bring attention to the con-
tinuing problem of domestic violence. In order
to build upon the advances we made last
year, I urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation that takes another step toward achiev-
ing an equal status for victims of dating vio-
lence.
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Brandon Silveria, a courageous
young man committed to fighting underage
drinking and drunk driving.

Over the last seven years, many of my fel-
low Members have had the opportunity to
meet and introduce Brandon to students in our
districts.

After consuming a few drinks at a high
school party and then driving his friends
home, Brandon fell asleep and crashed head-
on into a tree. With his family at his side,
Brandon spent three long months in a coma.
To this day, Brandon faces daily difficulties—
recurring and persistent seizures and notice-
able speech and walking limitations. Despite
these difficulties, Brandon made a commit-
ment to apply his experience to the lives of
high school students throughout the United
States. He recalls his personal story to others
urging them to make the right choice about
underage drinking.

Through a partnership with The Century
Council, a national non-profit organization

dedicated to fighting drunk driving and under-
age drinking and funded by America’s leading
distillers, Brandon and his father, Tony
Silveria, travel to high schools across the
country to educate students about the life con-
sequences of underage drinking and driving.

May is National Prom and Graduation
month. Appropriately enough, this month Bran-
don will speak to his one millionth student at
his hometown high school in Los Gatos, Cali-
fornia. Brandon is a special young man with
an important mission to our next generation of
leaders. Brandon and The Century Council are
to be commended for their efforts.
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Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, I was very inter-
ested to read in the May 9 issue of The Hill
an article by David Silverberg which sounded
an important warning about excessively
unilateralist tendencies in the Bush administra-
tion foreign policy. Coming from the perspec-
tive from which Mr. Silverberg writes, I think
this is an especially interesting article and I
hope that it has a favorable impact on the pol-
icy makers in the Bush administration.

[From The Hill, May 9, 2001]

AMERICA’S COURSE TOWARD SPLENDID
ISOLATION

(By David Silverberg)

Late in the reign of Queen Victoria, Brit-
ain, possessing the world’s most powerful
navy, owning an empire on which the sun
never set, described its diplomatic strategy
as one of ‘‘splendid isolation.’’

By that Britons meant that they remained
above the passions and rivalries of the Euro-
pean continent.

As one charts the course of President
Bush’s foreign policy today, one gets the un-
comfortable feeling that the United States is
heading toward its own version of ‘‘splendid
isolation.’’ This is not the same as the isola-
tionism of the 1930s, which would have had
the United States withdraw from the world
stage. Nor is it neo-isolationism, which
would revive the 1930s doctrine in a new
guise. It is something different.

It also comes as we stand on the edge of a
new defense era. In the coming weeks, De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld is going to
unveil a new overarching defense strategy.
This plan, formulated in great secrecy, is ex-
pected to go beyond the strategy created in
the Bottom-Up Review of 1993 which has
since then governed American defense.

Early indications are that the Rumsfeld
policy will be a policing strategy, aimed at
maintaining the status quo against possible
violent efforts at change.

That’s fine as far as it goes, and an in-
formed critique will have to await its unveil-
ing. However, it’s likely to follow the gen-
eral foreign policy outlines of this adminis-
tration. As war is politics by other means,
strategy is policy by other means.

To date, this administration has consist-
ently taken a unilateral approach in foreign
policy. It is abandoning the Kyoto Treaty on
Global Warming. In a brusque departure
from previous policy—White House denials
notwithstanding—President Bush has de-
clared that the United States will defend
Taiwan and the United States will sell it a
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