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are with him, as is the mother of the
children, Rebecca, and a whole host of
Shuster family and supporters. He is
ready to tackle the job. He has talked
about nothing except his future service
in the House of Representatives. He is
eager to take his place among us. We
are ready to hear him and to help him
and to help him become a great Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives.
BILL SHUSTER.

———

READY TO REPRESENT THE PEO-
PLE OF THE NINTH DISTRICT OF
PENNSYLVANIA

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania very
much for the introduction.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to
stand here today as the newest Rep-
resentative from the Ninth District
from Pennsylvania. I want to thank
the voters of central Pennsylvania for
this incredible privilege. The faith and
trust the people of Pennsylvania have
placed in me is indeed an awesome re-
sponsibility.

Over the past 4%2 months, I have trav-
eled throughout the 11 counties that
make up the ninth district, from
DuBois to Chambersburg. I have lis-
tened closely to the concerns of the
people: teachers, factory workers, sen-
ior citizens, business owners, young
people and farmers. And I come here
today ready to represent their values
and bring their voices and concerns to
Washington.

Job creation, tax relief for our fami-
lies and businesses, strengthening and
securing Social Security and Medicare
for this generation and the next are
among my top priorities. I am particu-
larly honored to be sworn in today and
cast my first vote for H.R. 1, the Presi-
dent’s education plan. As the father of
two young children in public schools
and the husband of a schoolteacher, I
can tell my colleagues that reforming
and improving our education system is
one of the most important areas that
Congress can act on.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the
days and months ahead working with
my colleagues, and especially those in
the Pennsylvania delegation, in accom-
plishing the people’s business.

Finally, I want to thank my family
and friends, many of whom have trav-
eled down here to be with me today.
Without their continued love and sup-
port, I would not be here. I would espe-
cially like to thank my mother, Pat;
and my father, Bud; my wife, Becky;
and my two children, Ali and Garrett.
Again, none of this would be possible
without their love and support.

———

HOPE FOR CHILDREN ACT
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 141 and ask
for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 141

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 622) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
adoption credit, and for other purposes. The
bill shall be considered as read for amend-
ment. The amendment recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means now printed
in the bill shall be considered as adopted.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill, as amended, to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except: (1)
one hour of debate on the bill, as amended,
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The gentlewoman from
Ohio is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my good friend
and colleague, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. HALL); pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of the resolution,
all time yielded is for the purpose of
debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 141
makes in order the bill H.R. 622, the
Hope for Children Act, under a closed
rule. The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate to be equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Ways and Means. The rule waives all
points of order against consideration of
the bill. Finally, the rule provides for
one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

While this is a closed rule, it is im-
portant for my colleagues to under-
stand that this bill represents a bipar-
tisan effort that has the support of 289
Members of this body and could be
passed under suspension. However, this
rule will provide extra time for my col-
leagues to debate and discuss the im-
portance of the adoption tax credit.

Mr. Speaker, adoption is an issue
that holds a special place in my heart.
It blesses a loving couple with the joy
of parenthood and provides wanting
children the chance to find permanency
in their lives and love in their hearts.
As an adoptive parent, I know first-
hand this joy, but I also understand the
financial burdens that it places on a
family. Tragically, this burden can be
so high that it prevents a couple from
becoming a family and sadly leaves a
needing child without a home.

Mr. Speaker, as an original cosponsor
of the legislation that created this tax
credit 5 years ago, and an original co-
sponsor of this, the Hope for Children
Act, I am proud to be here today dis-
cussing these important changes that
serve to update the adoption credit.
Since the passage of the original credit
5 years ago, Congress has been working
hard to strengthen adoption laws in
the United States.

In the 1996 legislation, we included a
provision that prohibited discrimina-
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tion in adoption or foster care place-
ments, helping to assure that the cul-
tural, ethnic or racial background of a
child would not hinder the placement
into a loving home. Then, in 1997, Con-
gress passed one of the most important
child welfare laws in 20 years, the
Adoption and Safe Families Act. This
legislation helped to ensure that con-
sideration of a child’s safety is para-
mount in placement decisions.

June of 2000 saw the introduction of
the adoption stamp, which many in
Congress supported as a way to bring
awareness to the 122,000 children wait-
ing to be adopted in this country alone.
In October of 2000, with passage of the
Intercountry Adoption Act, the United
States became the 39th country to rat-
ify the Hague Convention, a coopera-
tive framework between countries
which ensures that a child’s best inter-
ests are safeguarded during inter-
country adoption processes.

That same month, Congress passed
the Child Citizenship Act, a bill that
grants automatic citizenship to for-
eign-born children adopted by Amer-
ican parents. And then came the
Strengthening Abuse and Neglect
Courts, which bolsters the efficiency
and effectiveness of courts so that chil-
dren in our child welfare system are
not kept from permanent homes due to
delays in the court system.

Now, in 2001, this House will consider
the Hope for Children Act, legislation
designed to help foster and facilitate
adoptions; legislation that will
strengthen families across the Nation;
and legislation that will help to pro-
vide loving homes to children who des-
perately need them.

Current law provides a $5,000 tax
credit to families for qualifying adop-
tion expenses when adopting a child
and $6,000 for a child with special
needs. This is set to expire. Over 289
Members of the House have cospon-
sored the Hope for Children Act to
show their support for extending and
updating these sections of the code.
H.R. 622 would begin by making the
current tax credits a permanent part of
the Tax Code. It would also raise the
credit limitations to better reflect the
costs of adoptions, allowing families to
claim up to $10,000 in qualifying ex-
penses upon adoption.

Statistics from the National Adop-
tion Information Clearinghouse show
that the cost of adoptions range from
$4,000 on the low end to sometimes over
$30,000 on the high end, depending on
such factors as the cost of birth-parent
counseling, adoptive-parent home
study and preparation, the child’s birth
expenses and post-placement super-
vision until the adoption is finalized.
This bill will update the credit to bet-
ter reflect the costs associated with
adoption today. This increase will pro-
vide an additional $4,000 to the tax
credit for special needs adoptions.

Mr. Speaker, 63 percent of the chil-
dren waiting in foster care are between
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