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Strong schools foster strong students
and Mrs. Stritzinger worked diligently
to improve the quality of our Alabama
schools. She was selected as Chair-
person of the Ten Year Study for
Demopolis High School for Southern

Association accreditation and as
Teachers’ Representative to the
Demopolis Educational Foundation.

She served as chairperson of the Grants
Committee for the Educational Foun-
dation and coordinated a system-wide
meeting for reading and language
teachers on improving test scores. Mrs.
Stritzinger represented Demopolis
High School on the Mid-South Human-
ities Project, the University of Ala-
bama Bio-Prep Workshops and a School
Improvement Workshop. She also
served on an Alabama State Depart-
ment of Education Evaluation Team to
accredit Judson College. Central to her
effort to improve our schools was her
twenty years as a Cooperating Teacher
providing guidance to student teachers
seeking classroom experience. She also
played an active role in encouraging
the use of technology in the classroom
including through the use of the Inter-
net.

Mrs. Stritzinger earned both Masters
and Bachelors degrees in English and
maintains affiliations with numerous
education associations. She has been
married to Pete Stritzinger for 36 years
and while pursuing this busy career
raised two daughters—Ann and Gloria.
Mrs. Stritzinger’s commitment to
Demopolis Schools continues a tradi-
tion begun by her mother Lucille Lewis
who was also a long serving public
school teacher.

No one can begin to quantify the
amazing impact that a teacher of Mrs.
Stritzinger’s ability has had on her
students and on her community. The
success stories are myriad and many of
Mrs. Stritzinger’s students have risen
to become pillars of their communities.
Often her students have been inspired
by Mrs. Stritzinger’s teaching to pur-
sue careers as teachers or careers
which depend upon the critical think-
ing and strong writing skills fostered
by her classes.

As you can tell from my description
of her career, Mrs. Stritzinger’s in-
volvement in the Demopolis City
School System will be hard to replace.
Although I am sure she will stay in-
volved with the schools and the com-
munity after retirement, she has begun
a legacy of success that is sure to be
continued. I am confident that her
former students and fellow teachers
will continue to rise to the challenges
that Mrs. Stritzinger posed to them.

Congratulations again Mrs.
Stritzinger on such an outstanding ca-
reer.e

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND MARK
HURLEY
e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to the Reverend Mark J. Hurley, the
former bishop of the Catholic Diocese
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of Santa Rosa, California. Bishop Hur-
ley passed away on Monday, February
5, 2001, after undergoing surgery for an
aneurysm. Mark Hurley was one of two
priests born to a proud Irish Catholic
family. His brother, Francis Hurley, is
the Archbishop of Anchorage, Alaska.

I had the great fortune to make the
acquaintance of Mark Hurley several
yvears ago while traveling in California.
He was a deeply religious man, as you
would expect, and a very learned indi-
vidual and the author of several books.
He lectured about the tragedy of abor-
tion and wrote extensively about med-
ical and genetic research and indi-
vidual privacy. But he will be remem-
bered most of all for his extraordinary
work as the bishop of the six-county
North Coast diocese from 1969-1986.

Pope Paul VI appointed Mark Hurley
second bishop of the Santa Rosa dio-
cese in 1969. Prior to his appointment,
he was a teacher and administrator for
Catholic high schools in San Francisco,
Marin and Oakland and served as vicar
general of the Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco. He would become Santa Rosa’s
longest-serving bishop since the dio-
cese was created. Most importantly,
Bishop Hurley was credited with saving
the diocese from financial ruin. When
he took office the diocese was over $12
million in debt, including $7 million
owed to parishes and other organiza-
tions within the diocese. By imposing
strict spending limits, a building mora-
torium and other cutbacks he was able
to orchestrate the financial recovery
that was so desperately needed.

After his tenure, Pope John Paul II
rewarded Reverend Hurley’s efforts by
transferring him to the Vatican where
he was consular to the Sacred Con-
gregation for Catholic Education and a
member of the Secretariat for Non-Be-
lievers. He returned to the United
States and retired in San Francisco,
the same city in which he was born on
December 13, 1919.

He was acknowledged by many as an
intellectual and a world leader on reli-
gious matters, but it was his successful
tenure as bishop of Santa Rosa for
which he will be remembered most.
Santa Rosa’s current bishop, Daniel
Walsh, said of Mark Hurley, ‘I believe
his most esteemed role and responsi-
bility was that of Bishop of Santa
Rosa. He labored here from November
1969 to April 1986. He made a great im-
pact on the diocese and we are all bene-
ficiaries of his ministry here.”

With the death of bishop Hurley the
Lord has lost a dutiful servant, the
Catholic faith has lost a pillar of virtue
and our nation has lost a loving soul
that quietly touched and improved the
lives of many. I know I speak for all
my colleagues in extending our condo-
lences to his brother, Bishop Francis
Hurley, his sister Phyllis Porter of San
Francisco and to the rest of his family
and friends. May he rest in peace.®

S5609

MARY HARMON WEEKS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to
make a few comments to congratulate
the Mary Harmon Weeks Elementary
School in Kansas City, Missouri, on re-
ceiving 3rd place in the 18th ‘‘Annual
Set a Good Example School Competi-
tion.”

The ‘‘Set a Good Example Campaign”
is popular with students and teachers
alike because it motivates, recognizes
and awards student-designed and run
projects. It has proven to be a very suc-
cessful and inspirational method for
pulling together business people, edu-
cators, youth counselors, parents and
students behind the effort to eradicate
illegal drugs, crime and violence from
our nation’s schools.

The students at Mary Harmon Weeks
Elementary School successfully put to
work 21 precepts from a common sense
moral code booklet titled The Way to
Happiness including, ‘“Try to treat oth-
ers as you would want them to treat
you.”

I would like to applaud the students
of Mary Harmon Weeks Elementary
School and their teacher Gilbert Lowe
for the outstanding accomplishment.
Sometimes it is very hard for young
people to stand out from the crowd and
not give in to peer pressure. The
choices the students at Mary Harmon
Weeks Elementary School have made
to stay away from drugs and to pro-
mote a safe school environment is a
mature and responsible decision. It will
not only benefit them as individuals
but will bring numerous benefits to the
school and community as well.®

——————

RECOGNITION OF MR. KENNETH
HOOD

e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, today
Mr. Kenneth Hood of Gunnison, MS,
will conclude his term as President of
Delta Council.

Delta Council is an economic devel-
opment organization representing
eighteen counties of Northwest Mis-
sissippi. Organized in 1935, Delta Coun-
cil brings together the agricultural,
business, and professional leadership of
the area to solve common problems and
promote the economic development of
the Mississippi Delta region.

As President of Delta Council, Mr.
Hood has been an articulate spokesman
and leader in the effort to define an ef-
fective agriculture policy, and to con-
front the needs for better schools,
water resources, and transportation.

Kenneth Hood has been committed to
Mississippi agriculture since he first
began farming in 1960. He is president
of Hood Gin Company and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Perthshire Farms, a
family farm operation. He is also presi-
dent of Hood Equipment Company, an
agricultural and construction equip-
ment dealer located in Batesville and
Bruce, MS.

Mr. Hood has served also as the
President of the Mississippi and Na-
tional Association of Farmer Elected
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