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That is why I rise today to introduce legisla-

tion that would allow all taxpayers to deduct
from their income level those taxes that are
paid on gasoline. This means that people
would not be forced to pay income taxes on
those taxes that are paid for fuel that Ameri-
cans need to get to work, go to school, attend
church, drive to hospitals to see hurting loved
ones, and other of life’s necessities.

This is not a quick fix to our energy prob-
lems—by any stretch of the imagination. It is
an attempt to help give some relief to tax-
payers who are forced to pay exorbitant fuel
costs caused, in most part, by federal regu-
latory requirements. Those costs, especially in
Illinois, are compounded by state and local
sales taxes that rise as a percentage of the
overall price of fuel instead of the per gallon
excise taxes.

I believe it is wrong to ask Americans to pay
income taxes on money that they pay in other
taxes, whether it is a federal, state or local
tax.
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Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of the United States Air Force’s Arnold
Engineering Development Center at Arnold Air
Force Base, Tennessee, which celebrates its
50th Anniversary on June 25, 2001.

The test center is named after 5-star Gen-
eral Henry ‘Hap’ Arnold, World War II com-
mander of the Army Air Corps, and the father
of the United States Air Force. In 1944, Gen-
eral Arnold asked Dr. Theodore von Karman
to form a scientific advisory group to chart a
long-range research and development pro-
gram for the Air Force. After World War II,
members of this group visited Germany to
view its research and development facilities.
They were disturbed to find that the German
scientists were years ahead of the United
States in the development of aerospace tech-
nology. Fortunately for us, Germany had made
these technological advances too late in the
war, and had to surrender before it could take
full advantage of them. Even today, it is
chilling to think what might have happened if
the Axis powers had been able to hold out just
a little longer.

General Arnold knew that America was un-
likely to be that fortunate again, and deter-
mined that in order to keep America’s Air
Force prepared to fight and win our nation’s
wars, we needed a first class flight simulation
test facility. In 1949, Congress authorized
$100 million for the construction of such a fa-
cility at the Army’s old Camp Forrest between
Tullahoma and Manchester, Tennessee. On
June 25, 1951, President Harry S. Truman
himself dedicated AEDC, declaring that,
‘‘Never again with the United States ride the
coat tails of other countries in the progress
and development of the aeronautical art.’’

In the 50 years since, the world’s largest
and most complex collection of flight simula-
tion test facilities had made good on that
promise. AEDC’s wind tunnels, jet and rocket

altitude test cells, space chambers and bal-
listic ranges have played a vital role in the de-
velopment and sustainment of every American
high performance aircraft, missile and space
system in use today. Twenty-seven of the cen-
ter’s 59 test facilities are unique in the United
States. Fourteen can be found nowhere else
in the world. But what makes AEDC special
can’t be measured simply in nuts and bolts. It
also lies in the unsurpassed quality of the en-
gineers, scientists, technicians, craftsmen and
support personnel who work there.

Thanks in part to the tireless efforts of these
dedicated men and women, the Cold War that
President Truman and General Arnold pre-
pared for has been won. But now, America
faces an uncertain world of emerging threats,
requiring the development of an advanced
American space and missile defense, and a
new generation of manned and unmanned air-
craft. As it has since its inception, AEDC will
lead the way in the U.S. Air Force’s efforts to
protect American liberty by remaining the
world’s preeminent aerospace power.

I salute the hard work of the men and
women of AEDC, both past and present, and
look forward to AEDC’s next 50 years as
America’s premier flight simulation test facility.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to recognize Richard Thomas, who
is retiring after 28 years as the viticulture in-
structor at Santa Rosa Junior College in
Sonoma County, California

Mr. Thomas is the country’s leading author-
ity on wine grape production and has intro-
duced growing techniques that have improved
the crop quality and made Sonoma County
one of the premier wine grape growing regions
in the world.

During a yearlong sabbatical in New Zea-
land and Australia in the late 1980’s, Mr.
Thomas studied vine trellising techniques that
revolutionized wine grape growing in Cali-
fornia. By managing the grapevine’s leaf can-
opy and lifting the vines to expose the grapes
to air and sunshine, the fruit is more flavorful
and is less susceptible to disease. By utilizing
the technique taught by Mr. Thomas, growers
are able to produce the highest quality of
grapes. Sonoma County is now considered
the world leader in canopy management.

Mr. Thomas has educated and trained the
majority of people who own or manage vine-
yards on California’s North Coast. According
to his own estimates, 70% of Sonoma Coun-
ty’s vineyards are either owned or managed
by one of his former students.

In addition to his teaching duties, Mr. Thom-
as founded the Sonoma County Grape Grow-
ers Association and the Sonoma County Vine-
yard Technical Group.

He has coordinated the wine judging at the
Sonoma County Harvest Fair, the West Coast
Wine Judging in Reno, Nevada and the Cen-
tral Coast Wine Judging in Santa Maria, Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Thomas lectures throughout the country
on wine grape growing and also writes a
monthly column for Vineyard & Winery Man-
agement Magazine.

Mr. Speaker, because of Mr. Thomas’ innu-
merable contributions to wine grape growing
and specifically to the industry in Sonoma
County, it is fitting to honor him today and to
congratulate him for his many accomplish-
ments.
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Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
on Wednesday, May 30th, 2001 family,
friends, community leaders and well-wishers
will gather to congratulate Mr. Jack Murtaugh
on his retirement from the Interfaith Con-
ference of Greater Milwaukee, the last 12 as
its executive director.

I have known Jack for many years, and
have always admired his vision to unite per-
sons of all faiths with a common agenda of
social justice. Together with other community
and religious leaders in the greater Milwaukee
area, Jack has worked to move our commu-
nity from awareness of issues such as poverty
and discrimination to a platform of action.

Jack’s service to Milwaukee and Wisconsin
dates back to the 1960s when he founded the
Center for Community Concerns and served
as its executive director in Racine in 1968. In
the ’70s he was appointed to then-Governor
Patrick Lucey’s Task Force on Offender Reha-
bilitation and the Task Force on the Metropoli-
tan Problem. Jack’s work and his potential
were recognized in 1971 when he was named
one of ‘‘Five Outstanding Young Men in Wis-
consin’’ by the Wisconsin Jaycees.

In an effort to seek global solutions to
human rights issues, Jack took a five-month
sabbatical traveling alone throughout Africa,
including South Africa and Kenya, and South
America. He made important connections with
leaders in each country and village he visited
and worked with them to increase under-
standing and dialogue among people of dif-
ferent faiths from diverse races and cultures.

Jack brought those lessons back to the
states. In 1982, he joined the staff of the Inter-
faith Conference as program Director in 1982,
and was appointed vicar for human concerns
for the Milwaukee Archdiocese in 1987. In
1989, Jack was named Executive Director for
Interfaith, where he has expanded the pres-
ence of the Conference in the Milwaukee com-
munity, strengthened relationships internally
and externally, and re-affirmed the dedication
of the Conference for staff and its many volun-
teers.

The greater Milwaukee community will ac-
knowledge Jack’s contributions by honoring
him with the 2001 Social Justice Award from
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (5/01), and the
2001 Annual Philip E. Lerman Racial Justice
Award from the YMCA (6/01).

Jack and his wife Lucia will continue to live
in Milwaukee, and will continue to address
issues of social and economic justice in de-
fense of human dignity. I rise to commend
Jack Murtaugh for his commitment to justice
for all and for years of work to create compas-
sionate care for those in need.
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