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the spiritual needs of its parishioners even as
the neighborhood has changed around it. Re-
cently seismically retrofitted, it is may honor to
congratulate St. Patrick’s as it prepares for the
next 150 years.

The founding of St. Patrick’s was part of the
boom that accompanied the Gold Rush; the
dramatic increase in population required a
similar increase in services. As housing was
constructed and new businesses opened their
doors, Father John Maginnis held St. Patrick’s
first mass in a rented hall in 1851. Within a
few months, a temporary church’s future ex-
pansion. Construction began in 1870, and on
March 17, 1872 the new church was built
nearby. By 1854, it became evident that St.
Patrick’s would need a larger home, and a lot
was purchased for the church’s future expan-
sion. Construction began in 1870, and on
March 17, 1872 the new church was dedi-
cated at its current location on Mission Street
between Third and Fourth Streets.

Like much of San Francisco, the church was
destroyed in the earthquake and subsequent
fire of 1906. Though it temporarily did not
have a home, it did have a calling. St. Pat-
rick’s deferred its own full reconstruction in
order to minister to the immediate needs of
the city. When the current building was com-
pleted and dedicated in 1914, it quickly be-
came a San Francisco landmark. Beautifully
designed under the supervision of Monsignor
John Roberts, the church is decorated in the
Irish national colors and tells the story of St.
Patrick and other Irish saints.

Throughout its history, St. Patrick’s has
served the community. In the first year of the
Parish, St. Patrick’s worked with the Daugh-
ters of Charity from Emmitsburg, Maryland to
run the St. Vincent’s School for Girls and the
St. Patrick’s School for Boys. In 1927, Father
Rogers built the Tir-Na-Nog (Gaelic for ‘‘land
of youth’’) men’s shelter. When the Boys and
Girls schools were closed in 1964 due to
changing neighborhood demographics, St.
Patrick’s helped to build the Alexis Apartments
for the elderly on the same site. The church
provides meals, housing, clothing, and fur-
niture to those in need.

The congregation of St. Patrick’s has
changed over the years but it commitment to
serving those who come through its doors has
never wavered. The church was originally
composed of Irish immigrants and their de-
scendants. In the middle of this century, the
parishioners came increasingly from Spanish-
speaking countries. More recently, it has been
the City’s Filipino population that has found a
home at St. Patrick’s. Its downtown location
and status as a tourist destination also ensure
a diverse group of worshippers on any
particualr Sunday.

Around St. Patrick’s, the buildings have
grown higher and the rents more expensive;
its neighbors now include a luxury hotel and a
billion dollar entertainment complex. St. Pat-
rick’s, through, remains an oasis in the middle
of a bustling city, tending to the poor and
those in need for 150 years. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to congratulate St. Patrick’s Church
on this Anniversary and to thank Monsignor
Fred Bitanga and all of the staff at St. Pat-
rick’s for their work in our City.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am here today
to re-introduce the National Flood Insurance
Program Fairness Act. Last year many of my
constituents were placed into a special hazard
flood area that requires them to purchase
flood insurance that can cost over $1,000 per
year.

These residents were not notified that they
would be required to purchase flood insurance
until two months or less before the maps be-
came effective, even though the law is sup-
posed to give them six months notice and
ample time to purchase flood insurance.
Needless to say, this took many of my con-
stituents by surprise when they were required
to purchase costly insurance at a moments
notice, having not seen flooding in decades or
even a lifetime.

Several residents who did not believe that
were in the flood zone hired surveyors at their
own expense, and many residents continue to
hire surveyors. The private surveyors’ data
has resulted in removal of homes from the
special hazard flood area, thus removing them
from their obligation to purchase flood insur-
ance. In the long run, while these residents
are not required to purchase flood insurance,
they have spent over $200 each for surveyor
costs. Unfortunately, this cost burden is the re-
sponsibility of the property owner. They were
told by FEMA that under current law property
owners who challenge the presumed flood
classification are responsible for the surveyor
expense even though the incorrect classifica-
tion is no fault of their own.

Clearly, the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram needs to be revised to give homeowners
more notice, due process, and financial pro-
tection when they succeed in removing their
property from the base flood elevation classi-
fication. That is why I am proposing the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program Fairness Act.

The National Flood Insurance Program Fair-
ness Act does the following:

The bill improves the existing program by
requiring the FEMA Director to notify by reg-
istered mail the Chief Executive Officer

It also requires the Director to notify by reg-
istered mail, rather than first class mail, the
Chief Executive Officer of each community of
FEMA’s response to the community’s appeal
of the flood insurance rate maps. This change
will ensure that the community receives the
notice of changes and has ample time to com-
ply with the map changes within the statutory
effective date.

The bill improves upon current law by re-
quiring the Director to notify by first class mail
each owner of property affected by the
changes in the flood insurance rate maps.
Currently, the community is responsible for
making sure that the residents are aware of
the flood map changes. Requiring FEMA to
notify residents expedites the process by
eliminating the middleman.

Finally, it requires FEMA to reimburse a
resident or property owner for reasonable

costs incurred in connection with a surveyor or
engineer for a successful request to be re-
moved from the special hazard flood area to
the Director. This does not include legal serv-
ices incurred by the resident.

It is my hope that this legislation will allow
communities to work more effectively with
FEMA to ensure that residents are given suffi-
cient, fair, and timely notice if they are re-
quired to purchase flood insurance and to en-
sure that homeowners are not held financially
liable when a change in a community’s flood
insurance rate map does not affect their prop-
erty. With original cosponsors from both sides
of the aisle, I hope we can see this common
sense solution come to fruition.
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Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to
take a moment to explain my absence from
the House on Saturday, May 26. After the
Senate passed its version of the tax cut bill on
Wednesday of that week, the Senate version
and the House version were sent to con-
ference committee to produce a compromise
final bill that both houses would vote on.

Following Senate passage, most observers
expected the conference report to be ready for
a final vote on Thursday, or at the very latest
on Friday. However, negotiations dragged on
with members receiving only periodic, gloomy
updates. Finally, an agreement was an-
nounced late Friday night. I spent the entire
night in my office waiting for a vote that was
promised by 2 or 3 a.m. No vote was called.

At 8 a.m. Saturday, I boarded an Amtrak
train to attend my son’s graduation from the
Hill School in Pottstown, PA later in the morn-
ing. This was the last train that I could take
and still make my son’s graduation. The
House voted on the bill about two hours after
I left Washington. I apologize to my constitu-
ents for not being able to vote on what I be-
lieve to be a very flawed tax bill, but I believe
the vast majority will understand why I chose
not to be there.

Had I been present to vote, I would have
voted against the tax bill. Not because I don’t
think there should be a tax cut, but because
this one is simply too big, is heavily titled to
the wealthy, is filled with fiscal gimmicks, and
threatens to plunge this country back into def-
icit spending.

I support an immediate rebate to the Amer-
ican people, and actually supported a larger
rebate than was in the bill from the outset of
the tax debate. I also conceptually support
several other items in the tax cut such as fix-
ing the marriage penalty, reforming the estate
tax and providing tuition tax credits. However
this bill simply went overboard and threatens
the fiscal discipline we have shown over the
last several years.

The folly of this tax cut will be shown as the
President tries to pay for items like increased
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defense spending and education reforms that
he has not accounted for in the budget, and
for years to come as the tax cut is fully
phased in and scarce revenue is needed to
meet our national retirement and health care
obligations to the growing number of older
Americans.
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, four
months ago, a little boy in Salem, Oregon
named Tyler Benton Bales lost his battle with
a rare genetic disease called Hurler Syn-
drome. Although I never had the pleasure of
knowing him, Tyler was somewhat of a celeb-
rity in Salem. In fact, he was the subject of a
front page article in the Salem Statesman
Journal last December, when a silent auction
was held to raise money to offset the cost of
an expensive bone marrow transplant that was
his only chance to beat Hurler Syndrome. Un-
fortunately, Tyler’s heart wasn’t strong enough
to survive the rigors of his transplant and
chemotherapy. He was only sixteen months
old when he passed away.

Mr. Speaker, there’s nothing more tragic
than losing a child. My heart goes out to Ty-
ler’s parents, and to all the other parents of
children who suffer from Hurler Syndrome. Un-
fortunately, the heartache of Tyler’s loss hasn’t
eased for his parents. As if it’s not hard
enough losing your sixteen month old child,
the Bales recently learned—courtesy of the In-
ternal Revenue Service—that someone is
claiming Tyler as a dependent on their 2000
income tax return. As disturbing as that is, it
gets worse.

Because of disclosure issues, the IRS won’t
give out the name of the identity thief to the
Salem Police Department, even though iden-
tity theft is a felony offense in Oregon. The
thief could live right down the street or 3,000
miles away—but if the IRS has it’s way, the
Bales—and the Salem Police Department—
will never know who stole their son’s personal
information.

Mr. Speaker, we can’t even begin to imag-
ine the anguish this family is going through.
Tyler Benton Bales was so much more than a
name, a date of birth, and a Social Security
number—he was a little boy who was sur-
rounded by love during his brief time with us.
His parents—and the countless of other peo-
ple who loved him—should not see his mem-
ory dishonored by a common thief whose
identity is actually being protected by the IRS.
That’s why I’m introducing the ID Theft Loop-
hole Closure Act. This legislation simply re-
quires the IRS to furnish the name, Social Se-
curity number, and address of a suspected
identity thief to state and local law enforce-
ment agencies for the exclusive purpose of lo-
cating that individual.

Identity Theft is not a victimless crime. We
must cut through the red tape that is pre-
venting this and other thieves from being pros-
ecuted for their crimes, and I believe this leg-
islation is the right tool for the job. I urge my
colleagues to support the ID Theft Loophole
Closure Act.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, in April, I vis-
ited West Africa as part of the Congressional
Delegation led by our Republican Conference
Chairman, Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Among
the most successful components of the dele-
gation’s mission was a visit to Nigeria, and,
more specifically, a meeting with various Nige-
rian governors. The meeting took place on
April 7th in Abuja, the capital city.

I had the good fortune of being seated be-
side Governor Alhaji Abubakar Habu Hashidu,
the Executive Governor of Gombe State. Our
discussions afforded me a more complete un-
derstanding of the numerous opportunities for
American business investment in the particular
region of Nigeria represented by Gov.
Hashidu. Regional investments in the edu-
cation system there, along with infrastructure
modernization and utility enhancement sug-
gest a genuine effort to promote foreign in-
vestment, particularly among American entre-
preneurs. I found Gov. Hashidu to be an ear-
nest spokesman for his state, and sincere in
his desire to strengthen friendships between
his constituency and the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I retain in my office a full re-
port on the investment potentials of Gombe
State, Nigeria. On behalf of this House, I per-
sonally received the document directly from
Gov. Hashidu. By these remarks, I serve no-
tice of the availability of the report to each of
our colleagues as I have already delivered
copies to Members who have indicated inter-
est in its contents.

In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, I hereby sub-
mit for the RECORD, the introductory remarks
of Gov. Hashidu which accompany the report,
and which were presented to the delegation in
Abuja. Gov. Hashidu’s comments fully summa-
rize his commitment, and that of his govern-
ment, to economic expansion in Gombe State.
His observations should be considered by
every Member of Congress and I humbly beg
this body’s attention in this important matter.

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY, ALHAJI
ABUBAKAR HABU HASHIDU THE EXECUTIVE
GOVERNOR OF GOMBE STATE DELIVERED TO
THE DELEGATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
LED BY REP. JESSY WATTS, JR. ON 7TH
APRIL 2001 AT ABUJA

Hon. Members of Congress, let me start by,
welcoming this esteemed group of Congress
men and women of the United States of
America, led by Rep. J.C. Watts, Jr.

Your visit to Nigeria at this crucial time
of our democratic experiment is most wel-
come. Our system of Government which is
tailored along the United States Presidential
system with both Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives having their clear Legislative
Schedules, has been an interesting experi-
ence. The various actors in the new demo-
cratic project are committed to the success
of the experiment. So far, the three arms of
Government have shown tolerance and un-
derstanding in the principles of power shar-
ing. The experience has been very stimu-
lating and it has the capacity for that pro-
viding opportunities to exploit our poten-

tials. We have recognised this fact and we
are making effort to reap the dividends of
democracy.

We in Gombe State are a dynamic group
who have been noted for hard work. The
State is endowed with abundant agricultural
land and adequate water resources for irri-
gated agriculture. These have provided us
with a strong base for food and cash crop
production. The main cash crop is cotton.
Cotton production has been an age long oc-
cupation that was recognised and encouraged
by the British Cotton Growing Association
with a ginnery established since 1956. All the
districts in Gombe State have established
cotton markets for a very long time. Cotton
production has increased tremendously in
the state in recent time due to the positive
approach adopted by the new democratic
Government. For example, production has
improved from 10,000 metric tons in 1999 to
50,000 tons in 2000. Government is planning to
boost production to 100,000 tons in 2001.

Beside cotton, Gombe State is endowed
with other agricultural raw materials and
solid mineral resources. Huge quantities of
crops that can adequately be used as raw ma-
terials by industry and also be consumed di-
rectly by house holds are grown annually in
the state. Gombe State has the 2nd largest
produce market in the North of Nigeria, sec-
ond only to Kano, the commercial nerve cen-
tre of the North.

There have been various efforts to harness
these agricultural produce but we are lim-
ited by capital application. Presently, apart
from the two privately owned Cotton
Ginneries in Gombe and the Mango and To-
mato processing factory at Kumo, there are
no end user industries to utilise these huge
quantities of raw materials grown in the
State annually. A substantial portion is
therefore being sold out and transported
daily to other parts of the country for do-
mestic/industrial uses. We therefore need in-
vestors to come and invest in this sector in
the State.

In terms of Solid Minerals, Gombe State is
endowed with over thirty-five (35) different
varieties of Solid Minerals which are sus-
pected to exist in large commercial quan-
tities underground all over the State. How-
ever, some of these minerals have been ex-
plored and are currently being utilised by
the few companies

From the foregoing it is clear, our eco-
nomic potentials are quite enormous. The
only inhibiting factor is lack of industrial
base. This is why our Administration is com-
mitted to the industrial development of the
State. Already the National privatisation ex-
ercise has opened the door for potential in-
vestors to try their hands in the abundant
opportunities in the country. We in Gombe
State are eager to receive such investors
with generous incentives. For example, Gov-
ernment will provide free land for any gen-
uine investor that is ready to establish a fac-
tory here. We shall equally grant such inves-
tor a five year tax holiday. These and other
generous terms awaits any willing inves-
tors(s).

Having mentioned these potentials I fore-
see a good business future for any investor
from the United States who is willing to in-
vest here. We have a dynamic group of dedi-
cated civil servants who are committed to
the developmental needs of the young State.
The Community is peace loving and indus-
trious. The security situation is excellent.
Power supply is very stable and communica-
tion is good. When all these are added to the
abundant cheap raw materials available.
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