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Texas. One was Dr. Rod Paige, the su-
perintendent of the Houston school
system, 207,000 students, one of the
largest in America.

Secretary Paige had made some real
progress there. When he took over in
1995 in that school system, he found
only 37 percent of the students were
passing the basic Texas test. He had
been the dean of a school of higher edu-
cation. He determined that they could
do better, and he insisted that they do
better. In 5 years, he doubled that
number—1 percentage point from dou-
bling —to 73 percent passing.

President Bush saw that. He appre-
ciated that achievement. He was deter-
mined to try to bring that kind of
progress throughout America. That is
why he selected Dr. Rod Paige as his
Secretary of Education.

Dr. Paige eliminated social pro-
motion. He improved testing. He
cracked down on schools that did not
work, and he cracked down on dis-
cipline problems. It was a real achieve-
ment of an extraordinary degree that
should give us all hope that we can
make much better progress with edu-
cation than we think.

My wife taught. I have been in 20
schools this year. There are teachers
around this country teaching their
hearts out every day, giving their level
best to education. If we can create a
system that nurtures them and allows
their talents to flourish and not be
clamped down by rules and regulations
and such, I believe we have the poten-
tial for extraordinary progress in edu-
cation.

Finally, I note that testing is critical
because if you love children and you
care about them and you do not want
them to fall behind, you will find out
how they are doing. The parents need
to know. The teachers need to know.
The principals need to know. Every-
body needs to know whether learning is
occurring.

When a child is falling behind in
basic reading and math—and they will
have to be tested in this program—then
you can deal with it. If we let them get
to junior high, high school, ninth
grade, typically, and they can’t do
basic math and can’t read effectively,
they drop out. That is a great tragedy.
They will be left behind. We should not
allow that.

This bill will move us forward. The
President will support unprecedented
increases in education this year, but he
wants that kind of reform. It is part of
the bill. I am confident it will come
out of the conference committee in a
way that he can support.

I thank Senator DASCHLE for his
leadership and his time in the late
evening.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I
compliment the distinguished Senator
from Alabama for his comments. I
agree with much of what I heard. I
think he is absolutely right. This is a
real accomplishment. And for people
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who care about education on both sides
of the aisle, we made real progress
today. I am proud to be a part of it. I
appreciate his comments.

Madam President, I want to acknowl-
edge the leadership of Senator LOTT,
our Republican leader. He was majority
leader when we started. We had a num-
ber of discussions as we considered how
to take up this bill. It was Senator
LoTT who said: We are going to take it
up, and we are going to let amend-
ments roll. We are going to let amend-
ments be offered. We are not going to
use extralegal parliamentary devices.
We are going to stay with the agree-
ment we had under the power sharing.
He did it, and he did it with real style.

The day should not end without a
recognition of Senator LOTT’S commit-
ment in that regard and the leadership
he provided to allow us to complete the
bill today.

Senator JUDD GREGG from New
Hampshire also deserves special rec-
ognition. He stepped in at the end,
completed the bill, as the Republican
manager. I acknowledge his leadership
as well.

——
COMMEMORATION OF FLAG DAY

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, two
hundred and twenty-four years ago
today, the United States was engaged
in its War for Independence. I note that
the American Continental Army, now
the United States Army, was estab-
lished by the Continental Congress,
just two years earlier on June 14, 1775.
I express my congratulations to the
United States Army on its 226th birth-
day.

At the start of that War, American
colonists fought under a variety of
local flags. The Continental Colors, or
Grand Union Flag, was the unofficial
national flag from 1775-1777. This flag
had thirteen alternating red and white
stripes, with the English flag in the
upper left corner.

Following the publication of the Dec-
laration of Independence, it was no
longer appropriate to fly a banner con-
taining the British flag. Accordingly,
on June 14, 1777, the Continental Con-
gress passed a resolution that ‘‘the
Flag of the United States be 13 stripes
alternate red and white, and the Union
be 13 stars white and a blue field rep-
resenting a new constellation.”

No record exists as to why the Conti-
nental Congress adopted the now-famil-
iar red, white and blue. A later action
by the Congress, convened under the
Articles of Confederation, may provide
an appropriate interpretation on the
use of these colors. Five years after
adopting the flag resolution, in 1782, a
resolution regarding the Great Seal of
the United States contained a state-
ment on the meanings of the colors:
red—for hardiness and courage; white—
for purity and innocence; and blue for
vigilance, perseverance, and justice.

The stripes, symbolic of the thirteen
original colonies, were similar to the
five red and four white stripes on the
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flag of the Sons of Liberty, an early co-
lonial flag. The stars of the first na-
tional flag after 1777 were arranged in a
variety of patterns. The most popular
design placed the stars in alternating
rows of three or two stars. Another flag
placed twelve stars in a circle with the
thirteenth star in the center. A now
popular image of a flag of that day, al-
though it was rarely used at the time,
placed the thirteen stars in a circle.

As our country has grown, the Stars
and Stripes have undergone necessary
modifications. Alterations include the
addition, then deletion, of stripes; and
the addition and rearrangement of the
field of stars.

While our Star-Spangled Banner has
seen changes, the message it represents
is constant. That message is one of pa-
triotism and respect, wherever the flag
is found flying. Henry Ward Beecher, a
prominent 19th century clergyman and
lecturer stated, ‘“‘A thoughtful mind,
when it sees a Nation’s flag, sees not
the flag only, but the Nation itself; and
whatever may be its symbols, its insig-
nia, he reads chiefly in the flag the
Government, the principles, the truths,
and the history which belong to the na-
tion that sets it forth.”

0Old Glory represents the land, the
people, the government and the ideals
of the United States, no matter when
or where it is displayed throughout the
world—in land battle, the first such oc-
currence being August 16, 1777 at the
Battle of Bennington; on a U.S. Navy
ship, such as the Ranger, under the
command of John Paul Jones in No-
vember 1777; or in Antarctica, in 1840,
on the pilot boat Flying Fish of the
Charles Wilkes expedition.

The flag has proudly represented our
Republic beyond the Earth and into the
heavens. The stirring images of Neil
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin saluting
the flag on the moon, on July 20, 1969
moved the Nation to new heights of pa-
triotism and national pride.

Today we pause to commemorate our
Nation’s most clear symbol—our flag.
An early account of a day of celebra-
tion of the flag was reported by the
Hartford Courant suggesting an observ-
ance was held throughout the State of
Connecticut, in 1861. The origin of our
modern Flag Day is often traced to the
work of Bernard Cigrand, who in 1885
held his own observance of the flag’s
birthday in his one-room schoolhouse
in Waubeka, Wisconsin. This began his
decades-long campaign for a day of na-
tional recognition of the Flag. His ad-
vocacy for this cause was reflected in
numerous newspaper articles, books,
magazines and lectures of the day. His
celebrated pamphlet on ‘“‘Laws and Cus-
toms Regulating the Use of the Flag of
the United States’ received wide dis-
tribution.

His petition to President Woodrow
Wilson for a national observance was
rewarded with a Presidential Procla-
mation designating June 14, 1916 as
Flag Day. On a prior occasion Presi-
dent Wilson noted, ‘‘Things that the
flag stands for were created by the ex-
periences of a great people. Everything
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that it stands for was written by their
lives. The flag is the embodiment, not
of sentiment, but of history. It rep-
resents the experiences made by men
and women, the experiences of those
who do and live under the flag.”

Flag Day was officially designated a
National observance by a Joint Resolu-
tion approved by Congress and the
President in 1949, and first celebrated
the following year. This year, then,
marks the 51st anniversary of a Con-
gressionally designated Flag Day.

It is appropriate that we pause today,
on this Flag Day, to render our respect
and honor to the symbol of our Nation,
and to review our commitment to the
underlying principles it represents.
Today, let us reflect on the deeds and
sacrifices of those who have gone be-
fore and the legacy they left to us. Let
us ponder our own endeavors and the
inheritance we will leave to future gen-
erations.

Finally, as we commemorate the her-
itage our flag represents, may we as a
Nation pledge not only our allegiance,
but also our efforts to furthering the
standards represented by its colors—
courage, virtue, perseverance, and jus-
tice. Through these universal concepts,
We the People can ensure better lives
for ourselves and our children, for
these are the characteristics of great-
ness. In doing so, we can move closer to
the goal so well stated by Daniel Web-
ster at the laying of the cornerstone of
the Bunker Hill Monument on June 17,
1825. On that occasion he said, ‘‘Let our
object be our country, our whole coun-
try, and nothing but our country. And,
by the blessing of God, may that coun-
try itself become a vast and splendid
monument, not of oppression and ter-
ror, but of Wisdom, of Peace, and of
Liberty, upon which the world may
gaze with admiration forever.”

I have long supported legislation
which imposes penalties on anyone who
knowingly mutilates, defaces, burns,
tramples upon, or physically defiles
any U.S. flag. I have also supported a
constitutional amendment to grant
Congress and the States the power to
prohibit the physical desecration of the
U.S. flag. I regret that the Senate has
yet to adopt a Resolution for a flag
protection Constitutional amendment.

I am pleased that the Senate adopted
a Resolution to provide for a des-
ignated Senator to lead the Senate in
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag of the United States. This has
added greatly to the opening of the
Senate each day.

Today I encourage my colleagues and
all Americans to take note of the his-
tory and meaning of this 14th day of
June. We celebrate our Flag, observing
its 224th birthday, and the 226-year-old
Army which has so proudly and val-
iantly defended it and our great Na-
tion.

———
MICHIGAN’S GUN LAWS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, on New
Years Day 2001, the Governor of Michi-
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gan signed into law a bill to take dis-
cretion away from local gun boards to
issue concealed gun licenses and re-
quire authorities to issue concealed
weapons licenses to any one 21 years or
older without a criminal record, with
limited exceptions. Under the law, the
number of concealed handgun licenses
in our State would grow by 200,000 to
300,000 a ten-fold increase. Needless to
say, the law has the potential to in-
crease gun violence in Michigan and
endanger the lives of thousands of peo-
ple. Istrongly believe that this law is
better suited to the old West than the
new millennium.

I am pleased to report that hundreds
of thousands of my fellow Michiganders
agree with me. While the law was
scheduled to take effect on July 1st of
this year, a coalition of law enforce-
ment and community groups from
across our State called the People Who
Care About Kids collected 232,582 signa-
tures on a petition to suspend the law
and put it before the voters in 2002. One
of those signatures was mine.

Now the issue is before the courts.
Just last month, a State Appeals Court
ruled unanimously that the referendum
process should proceed. And this
Wednesday the Michigan Supreme
Court heard arguments on whether the
Appeals Court ruling should stand. For
the good of my State and for the safety
of its citizens, I hope that the Supreme
Court upholds the lower court ruling
and lets the voters decide the issue. If
voters are given the opportunity, I am
confident that this wrongheaded effort
to roll back Michigan’s gun laws will
be defeated.

BUDGET PROCESS

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, in
this morning’s Washington Post we fi-
nally hear the truth. President pro
tempore ROBERT C. BYRD tells it like it
is. Republican and Democrat, White
House and Congress, and the people
generally take heed.

I ask consent that an article from
the Washington Post be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, June 14, 2001]

INHERITED MESS
(By Robert C. Byrd)

The president’s budget director, Mitchell
Daniels, has made an impassioned plea
[opted, June 5] for Congress to achieve an
‘“‘orderly and responsible budget and appro-
priations process’ this year despite the sud-
den turn-about in the Senate from Repub-
lican to Democratic control

While lauding the president’s continuing
efforts to civilize the tone of business in
Washington, Daniels blamed Congress for
routinely circumventing budget resolution
ceilings to fund runaway appropriations.
This year, he predicted, would have been dif-
ferent had the Republicans maintained con-
trol of the Senate, and he exhorted Demo-
crats to withstand the siren song of ‘‘games
and gimmicks’ in the appropriations process
so as to avoid upsetting the budget apple
cart.
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Unfortunately, the deck is stacked against
the appropriators. The dice are loaded. The
wheel is rigged. Regardless of whether a
Democrat or a Republican chairs the Appro-
priations Committee, the unrealistically low
budget targets and tax-cut combo will again
perpetuate a yearly hoax on the American
people.

Despite all the brave talk of fiscal re-
straint, the Appropriations committees will
quietly be asked to spend more money than
the budget allows. We know the president
will ask us to spend billions more on defense.
We know we will be asked to spend billions
more on education. We know we have bil-
lions of dollars in both unmet and unantici-
pated needs that we will have a responsi-
bility to fund.

We know this. The president knows this.
The president’s budget director well knows
this. The American people should know this.
The American people are entitled to truth in
budgeting. These programs are not just the
priorities of a Democratic Senate. These are
the priorities of the president. They are the
priorities of the nation. They have to be ad-
dressed.

Here is the true state of affairs. The budget
pays lip service to sizable funding increases
for national security, but it doesn’t back up
its promises with the necessary resources.
For non-defense programs, the budget falls
$5.56 billion below the level necessary just to
keep pace with inflation. What this means is
that the nation is fiscally frozen in time, un-
able to reduce massive backlogs in critical
programs that have been piling up for years,
and equally unable to anticipate emerging
needs.

Simply put, the budget resolution and the
tax cut combined deny the resources that
Congress—regardless of which party is in
power—needs to meet a growing nation’s re-
quirements. The scarce dollars that are need-
ed for education, Social Security, Medicare,
prescription drug benefits and the many
other important priorities of the American
people will have to come from somewhere.

Democrats do not want to resort to gim-
micks or game. We were outraged when the
Republicans resorted to them—when they hi-
jacked the budget from the Budget Com-
mittee over the objections of the Democrats,
and then added insult to injury by shutting
Democrats out of the conference process. But
when a budget resolution allows for a mas-
sive tax-cut proposal yet fails to allow for
the increased funding for national defense
and for education that we all know the presi-
dent will request, the ‘‘evasions and gim-
mickry’’ have begun.

Appropriators welcome cooperation. We
encourage flexibility. We seek good-faith
dealings with the White House and with both
sides of the aisle. We ask only that the ad-
ministration reciprocate in kind. A good
place to start would be to avoid preemptive
finger pointing in the media.

To attempt to back the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee into a corner by suggesting
that Democrats are suddenly in a position to
derail ‘‘the first orderly, responsible budget
and appropriations process in many years’’ is
to belie the facts. The budget process was
anything but ‘“‘orderly and responsible” this
year. In fact, the budget process has been
convenient political cover for ‘‘games and
gimmickry’ for several years. And we all
know it.

This is the scenario that the Democratic
Senate has inherited, and this is the reality
that Congress and the administration face in
the coming months as we work our way
through the appropriations process.

The Senate Appropriations Committee will
review the details of the president’s budget
and we will, on a bipartisan basis, do our
best to produce 13 responsible and disciplined
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