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Whereas, More than 80 United States Sen-
ators, including Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, signed letters of support for this
legislation; and

Whereas, The bill now before the 107th
Congress modernizes the railroad retirement
system for its 748,000 beneficiaries nation-
wide, including over 9,000 Colorado citizens;
and

Whereas, Railroad management, labor, and
retiree organizations have agreed to support
this legislation; and

Whereas, This legislation provides tax re-
lief to freight railroads, Amtrak, and com-
muter lines; and

Whereas, This legislation provides benefit
improvements for surviving spouses of rail
workers who currently suffer deep cuts in in-
come when the rail worker retiree dies; and

Whereas, No outside contributions from
taxpayers are needed to implement the
changes called for in this legislation; and

Whereas, All changes will be paid for from
within the railroad industry, including a full
share to be paid by active employees; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the Sixth-third General Assembly of the State of
Colorado, the Senate concurring herein:

That the Colorado General Assembly urges
the United States Congress to enact the
Railroad Retirement and Survivors Improve-
ment Act in the 107th Congress. Be it further

Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolu-
tion be sent to the President of the United
States, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, and each member
of the Colorado Congressional delegation.

POM-110. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
relative to increasing funding for agricul-
tural conservation programs; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 134

Whereas, since the adoption of the 1985
Farm Bill and subsequent iterations of fed-
eral farm legislation in 1990 and 1996, U.S.
agriculture policy has included major vol-
untary conservation incentive programs
such as the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) and Wetlands Reserve Program
(WRP); and

Whereas, the most popular of the federal
agricultural conservation programs in Lou-
isiana have been the WRP with 368 approved
easements on 137,632 acres, the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
with 4,803 approved contracts on 494,006
acres, the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Pro-
gram (WHIP) with 168 contracts on 12,900
acres, and the Forestry Incentives Program
(FIP) with all available funds having been al-
located; and

Whereas, Louisiana has the most easement
acres enrolled in the WRP of all partici-
pating states, 407 pending applications on
over 102,000 acres, and a potential WRP en-
rollment demand of up to 474,000 acres; and

Whereas, Louisiana is second only to Texas
in the number of EQIP contracts with an es-
timated potential demand of three to four
times the allocation currently available and
only one out of every four applications for
assistance able to be funded; and

Whereas, the demand for participation in
WHIP and FIP also exceeds available funds;

and
Whereas, CRP, which benefits Louisiana
primarily through improving upstream

water quality and providing nesting habitats
for waterfowl and other migratory birds, and
these other agricultural programs have pro-
found beneficial impacts on wildlife habitat
and water quality in our state, including
ameliorating the nutrient loading of rivers
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and streams that contribute to the annual
occurrence of hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico,
while aiding rural communities and benefit-
ting farmers; and

Whereas, agricultural conservation incen-
tive programs are an efficient and effective
use of tax dollars to restore habitats and pre-
vent the degradation of soil, water, and habi-
tat over a long term and, with WRP and
CRP, overproduction of crops and direct sub-
sidy payments are reduced; and

Whereas, the Lower Mississippi Valley Ini-
tiative (LMVI), a multi-state partnership to
address agriculturally based environment
stewardship consisting of producers, univer-
sities, natural resource agencies, and con-
servation organizations in Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, Mississippi, Missouri, Kentucky, and
Tennessee formed to inform the process of
developing the conservation provisions of the
next farm bill, has recognized the impor-
tance to the environment, the farming com-
munity, and the future of agriculture of stra-
tegically enlarging and enhancing farm bill
conservation programs; and

Whereas, although agricultural conserva-
tion programs authorized by the 1996 farm
bill have reached their acreage and funding
caps, additional funding has not been in-
cluded in the proposed FY 2002 budget; and

Whereas, legislation has been introduced in
Congress to expand agricultural conserva-
tion programs to meet the needs of farmers
and the environment until the next farm bill
is enacted. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby urge and request the president of
the United States and memorializes the Con-
gress of the United States to expand and
fund federal agricultural conservation pro-
grams, including the Conservation Reserve,
Wetlands Reserve, Environmental Quality
Incentives, Wildlife Habitat Improvement,
and Forestry Incentives Programs. Be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the President of the
United States, the Secretary of the United
States Senate, the clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, and to each mem-
ber of the Louisiana delegation to the Con-
gress of the United States.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself and
Mr. DAYTON):

S. 1058. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief for
farmers and the producers of biodiesel, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. BAYH:

S. 1059. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that certain
postsecondary educational benefits provided
by an employer to children of employees
shall be excludable from gross income as a
scholarship; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BAYH:

S. 1060. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that certain
postsecondary educational benefits provided
by an employer to children of employees
shall be excludable from gross income as
part of an educational assistance program;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. 1061. A Dbill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to acquire Fem Lake and the
surrounding watershed in the States of Ken-
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tucky and Tennessee for addition to Cum-
berland Gap National Historic Park, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. JOHN-
SON, and Mr. INOUYE):

S. 1062. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to promote organ donation and
facilitate interstate linkage and 24-hour ac-
cess to State donor registries, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (by request):

S. 1063. A bill to amend chapter 72 of title
38, United States Code, to improve the ad-
ministration of the United States Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. CLELAND, Mr. ENSIGN,
and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 1064. A bill to amend the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 to provide certain relief
from liability for small businesses; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (for acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN):

S. Res. 113. A resolution congratulating the
Los Angeles Lakers on their second consecu-
tive National Basketball Association cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and
Mr. LOTT):

S. Con. Res. 51. A concurrent resolution
recognizing the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day and expressing
the sense of Congress that history be re-
garded as a means of understanding the past
and solving the challenges of the future; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

. 127

At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 127, a bill to give American
companies, American workers, and
American ports the opportunity to
compete in the United States cruise
market.

S. 170

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. THURMOND) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 170, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to permit retired
members of the Armed Forces who
have a service-connected disability to
receive both military retired pay by
reason of their years of military serv-
ice and disability compensation from
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
their disability.

S. 312

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
312, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief
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