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Mr. Speaker, the Knoebel family continues

to do a fine job of carrying on their trademark
tradition of ‘‘fun, food and fantasy,’’ and I wish
them all the best.
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IN HONOR OF ROBERT I. WEHLING,
UPON ANNOUNCING HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE PROCTER &
GAMBLE COMPANY

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to Robert L. Wehling, a good friend and
community leader, who will retire on August
10, 2001 from the Procter & Gamble Company
in Cincinnati. Bob started with P & G on June
27, 1960 exactly 41 years ago today.

Bob Wehling currently serves as Procter &
Gamble’s global marketing and government
relations officer. He joined the company as a
brand assistant, and during his long and dis-
tinguished career, held various positions in-
cluding brand manager, advertising manager,
and vice president of public affairs. Bob has
been a true leader and innovator, developing
new approaches to marketing and responsible
advertising.

A long-time advocate for quality family
entertainent, he co-founded the Family Friend-
ly Programming Forum in 1999, a consortium
of major advertisers dedicated to increasing
family oriented shows on network television.
Bob believed it was possible to have positive
programming choices for multigenerations to
watch together—and for all to be entertained.
In 2000, he was named the most powerful
person in marketing by the trade journal Ad-
vertising Age. He was recognized for his work
in making advertising more efficient as audi-
ences become more fragmented.

His volunteer involvement in the Cincinnati
community is legendary. He is particularly well
known for his advocacy on behalf of children
and his passion for education. His public serv-
ice has taken him from president of the Wyo-
ming, Ohio School Board in 1986 to more re-
cent positions as Co-Chair of the Ohio Edu-
cation Improvement Council and membership
on the National Commission on Teaching and
America’s Future. Bob has capably led numer-
ous local organizations, including the Greater
Cincinnati March of Dimes, the Greater Cin-
cinnati Chamber of Commerce, the National
Advertising Council Board, and Beech Acres
For the Love of Kids Parenting Conference.

All of us in Cincinnati congratulate Bob on
his outstanding career with Procter & Gamble,
thank him for his many years of dedicated
community service, and wish him well in the
new challenges to come.

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN AND MARY
KOLIMAS

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS
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Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to John and Mary Kolimas who re-
cently celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver-
sary on June 16, 2001.

John and Mary represent the epitome of
married life and family values. They have
raised six wonderful children—Mamie, Chris,
Bob, Barb, Rich, and Paul. I can attest first-
hand to their ability as parents; their son Paul
is a former employee of mine and a man I
have great respect for. John and Mary have
also been blessed with nine beautiful grand-
children: Nicole, Jordan, Kelly, Amie, Cathy,
Samantha, Alexandria, Jesenia, and Michael.
They also have one deceased grandchild,
Elizabeth.

Friends of the couple fondly recall their
meeting at a dance in 1948 at St. Stanislaus
Bishop and Martyr Catholic Church. They
were married at that same church three years
later in 1951 by Mary’s brother, Father Edwin
Karlowiczier. Their outstanding devotion to the
Catholic Church has continued throughout
their marriage.

Both John and Mary attended St. Stanislaus
Bishop and Martyr Catholic Grammar School.
John graduated from Foreman High School,
where he was class president. He served in
the Navy for two years, and then attended
Loyola University in Chicago under the GI Bill.
Mary graduated from Holy Academy High
School.

The couple was surrounded by seventy-five
relatives and friends for mass and a joyous re-
ception at the Rosewood West Restaurant on
Saturday, June 16. Mary’s brother, Father
Edwin Karlowiczier, presided over the mass
along with Father John Sayaya. In attendance
for the celebration were Mary’s four sisters:
Therese, Kay, Janet, and Jean; and John’s
sisters: Helen, Bernice, and Emily. The group
enjoyed a video presentation of pictures and
music from the couple’s fifty years together.

I have the highest level of respect for de-
voted couples like John and Mary. Their ability
to love and raise children serves as a model
for all of us to follow. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the fiftieth
wedding anniversary of John and Mary and
the strong family values they represent.
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ARE PRODUCTION CONTROLS
DESIRABLE FOR AGRICULTURE?

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA
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Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, as the House
prepares to consider the next Farm Bill, this
Member commends to his colleagues the fol-
lowing analysis by Roy Frederick, a highly re-
spected public policy specialist in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln. Dr. Frederick’s anal-
ysis examines the pros and cons of production
controls for agriculture and provides helpful in-
sights on this difficult issue.

[From the Nebraska State Paper]

ARE PRODUCTION CONTROLS DESIRABLE FOR
AGRICULTURE?

(By Roy Frederick)

LINCOLN—You can count on it. One of the
more contentious items in the upcoming
farm bill debate will be whether we should
return to production controls in a new law.

Set-asides and other land-idling schemes
were a part of most every farm bill from 1933
through 1990. But passage of the Federal Ag-
riculture Improvement and Reform Act in

1996 broke the mold. Under current law,
farmers are not required to take land out of
production as a precondition to receiving
supports from the federal government.

Critics say that the lack of a supply-ad-
justment mechanism in the 1996 act is a seri-
ous flaw. Prices for all the major crops
grown in Nebraska have been lackluster
since mid-1998. Why not spur prices higher by
restricting bushels offered to the market-
place? It seems like a logical question that
deserves an answer.

Supporters of the current system respond
that commodities are produced and mar-
keted around the world. Any attempt to re-
duce U.S. production might be met by in-
creased production elsewhere. Some live-
stock feeders also wouldn’t be happy with
the prospect of higher feed costs. Then
there’s the matter of how agribusinesses feel
about it. Many survive on the basis of vol-
ume; the more acres in production, the bet-
ter it is for farm-related businesses.

Recently, formal studies by agricultural
economists at the University of Maryland
and Iowa State University examined the
land-idling question in greater depth.

In the first study, the focus was on ineffi-
ciencies caused by taking land out of produc-
tion. That is, not only may land be taken out
of its highest and best use, but other inputs,
such as machinery and equipment, may be
underused as well. The estimated cost to pro-
ducers and consumers of a modest land re-
tirement scheme is $2 billion to $4 billion a
year, the study found.

The Iowa State study assumed that land
planted to all major crops in the United
States was reduced by 10 percent. Moreover,
that reduction remained in place for eight
years. At the end of the period, prices for
corn and soybeans would be 13 percent higher
and 6 percent higher, respectively, than if
the idling had not occurred. So far, so good.

However, the authors of the latter study
point out two big caveats. First, with 10 per-
cent fewer acres, total revenue declines by
whatever the revenue would have been on
acres taken out of production. More impor-
tantly, if producers do what they’ve done in
the past, they will attempt to increase pro-
duction on the remaining 90 percent of land
left in production. To the extent they are
successful, price increases of the magnitude
suggested above may not be realized. The au-
thors conclude that the price impact of a 10
percent reduction in planted acreage is prob-
ably overstated.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize Luis Centeno, the founder of
Proclaimers of Hope Ministries, a faith-based
recovery and addiction prevention program in
West Kensington, Philadelphia.

Reverend Centeno, who also is the pastor
at Bethel Temple Church, was recently chosen
to receive the nation’s highest honor for com-
munity health leadership—a 2001 Community
Health Leader award from The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. The distinction, con-
ferred annually on only 10 people nationwide,
includes a $100,000 award to continue his
work.

Reverend Centeno saw first hand the rav-
aging effects of addiction on individuals and
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families in West Kensington—known as the
‘‘Badlands’’ because of its reputation as one of
the worst drug centers in the United States.
He was once a gang member himself and
spent time in juvenile detention before turning
his life around. In 1988, he created Pro-
claimers of Hope Ministries to take his mes-
sage of change directly to the neighborhood’s
worst drug corners and create a local rehabili-
tation center.

The Proclaimers of Hope Ministries now has
200 volunteers donating 5,000 hours annually
to serve the youth of the community and pro-
vide counseling and support to addicts. Its
staff of 14 raises funds through personal do-
nors and other churches throughout the coun-
try.

With Reverend Centeno’s leadership, Pro-
claimers of Hope and Bethel Temple Church
have a created a diverse approach to preven-
tion and recovery, using programs in the mar-
tial arts, music, drama, and tutoring, to help
prevent crises in the lives of the community’s
young men and women. As one of his nomi-
nators explained, ‘‘part of the reason Luis has
been so effective is that he has not set himself
apart from the people he serves. His brand of
healing requires hard work and discipline as
well as grace and forgiveness, and he freely
dispenses them all.’’

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Luis Centeno has
demonstrated tremendous leadership in the
fight against drug addiction in his community
and is clearly well deserving of this prestigious
community health award. I urge my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Reverend Centeno
on this wonderful achievement.

f
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ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON COMMU-
NITY HEALTH LEADERSHIP
AWARD
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Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, Connie
Bremner, lifelong resident of Browning, Mon-
tana, is of the age when retirement is an op-
tion, but it’s the last thing on her mind. Connie
doesn’t have the time nor inclination for any-
thing but selfless service to the elderly and
disabled in her community.

Connie, director of the Eagle Shield Senior
Citizens Center, on the Blackfeet Indian Res-
ervation, is the recipient of the prestigious
Robert Wood Johnson Community Health
Leadership award of $100,000. The award
gives $95,000 to the center and $5,000 to
Connie. This award is one of only ten given
nationwide. Most of the award money will go
to fund short-term care for terminally ill people
who are unable to get help elsewhere. Some
of it will be used as startup money for a pro-
posed Blackfeet home health care program.

Browning is in a lonely community on the
windswept plains down the eastern slopes of
the Montana Rockies. It’s the heart of the
Blackfeet Indian Reservation, a place where
things have never been easy. When Connie
became director of the Eagle Shield Senior
Citizens Center in Glacier County, the nation’s
95th poorest, she found the center and the
seniors in distressed conditions. Connie made
it her objective to transform the facility into a

model health and wellness center. She took
the barest of bare-bones facilities and
breathed life into it—and not just life, but spirit.
Eagle Shield now serves over 600 elders with
a wide range of programs, from nutrition edu-
cation and meal delivery to home personal as-
sistance and social activities. Connie’s efforts
to expand, improve and modernize health care
for the impoverished, the elderly and the dis-
abled has not only met physical needs, but
has lifted spirits and provided hope.

Connie began with a loan of $70,000 from
the tribal government, which has already been
repaid. The Robert Wood Johnson Community
Health Leadership Program’s press release
states that Connie’s ‘‘hard work has yielded
great success for Eagle Shield, including the
creation of an Alzheimer’s screening and treat-
ment program and a licensed, Medicaid reim-
bursed personal care attendant program for
over 100 people with a disability unable to
care for themselves.’’

Connie expanded the personal care attend-
ant program until now is serves over 100 peo-
ple, ranging from age 4—94. In addition, the
center ‘‘has trained 300 younger tribal mem-
bers to become certified personal care attend-
ants. Of those, 95 are currently employed on
the reservation, an important contribution to a
community who whose unemployment rate is
over 70 percent.’’ Through Connie’s leader-
ship, the Eagle Shield Senior Citizens Center
provides breakfasts and lunches to 200 sen-
iors every day.

People like Connie have far greater influ-
ence than government programs. Government
can oversee public health and public safety,
but only people can give love and compas-
sion. Connie has shown us that the most vital
thing we do in life is look after each other by
reaching out in kindness to the oldest and
youngest and weakest among us. It is known
in Browning that nothing will keep her from
taking care of her elders. The elders count on
Connie. Montana counts on Connie.

It is an honor to read Connie Bremner’s ac-
complishments into the Congressional Record,
although it should be recognized that this
woman’s deeds of love and kindness will
leave a record much more enduring and sig-
nificant in the community of Browning than this
RECORD of ink and paper in the Halls of Con-
gress. Connie Bremner has shown that the
true treasures in Montana—The Treasure
State—are people, the old and the young, the
weak and the strong. Connie is a treasure to
the Blackfeet Nation, to the state of Montana,
and to the United States of America.
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OF NORTH CAROLINA
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a great North Carolinian and son of
Harnett County, Mr. Lester C. Phillips who re-
cently received the Distinguished Service
Award of the Occoneechee Council of the Boy
Scouts of America.

Lester Phillips was born on August 25, 1930
in Sampson County, North Carolina to Floyd
and Erma Phillips and spent the majority of his
early years working on the family farm. He

married Winifred Naylor in 1950 and together
they raised two sons Ray and Robert. In 1959,
Lester moved his young family just up the
road to Harnett County, and the town of Dunn,
to seek employment opportunities and a better
life for his family.

Upon his arrival in Dunn, Lester landed a
job with the H.P. Johnson Oil Company,
where he quickly became Mr. H.P. Johnson’s
most trusted employee. In fact, Mr. Johnson
was often over heard saying that ‘‘when he
wanted something done right, he always
looked to Leck.’’ After several years of working
for Mr. Johnson, Lester began his career in
the trucking business, which would later lead
to his ownership of a small gas station on
Highway 301 South in Harnett County and
later the development of a waste management
enterprise. From these humble beginnings
Lester built a nationally recognized business
that served locations all the way from Florida
to Alaska.

Not only is Lester an outstanding success in
the business world, but he is also a remark-
able family man and community leader. He is
also an active member at Spring Branch Bap-
tist Church in Dunn.

But today we are here to pay tribute to
Lester’s contributions to the young people of
Harnett County and to celebrate his recent ac-
complishment, receiving the Distinguished
Service Award from the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. As the father of an Eagle Scout and a re-
cipient of the Boys Scouts’ Silver Beaver
Award, I know first hand the importance that
the organization plays in the lives of our na-
tion’s young people. With the help of men like
Lester, the Boy Scouts mold young men to be
active and productive citizens. I want to honor
Lester today for helping to strengthen our na-
tion’s social fabric.

Mr. Speaker, Lester Phillips is a remarkable
example of a citizen servant. He selflessly
uses his time and energy to better the lives of
the young men in Harnett County. He touches
so many lives in so many public ways, but
Lester’s most important contributions to others
are the ones only he knows about. And that is
the way he wants it to be. That is a true testa-
ment to his unique and special character and
the reason we honor him in this House today.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE INDIAN
AND ALASKA NATIVE FOSTER
CARE AND ADOPTION

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
pleased to be joined by Representatives
HAYWORTH, KILDEE and BONIOR to introduce
legislation to correct an inequity in the laws af-
fecting many Native American children. This
effort is also supported by the National Indian
Child Welfare Association, American Public
Human Services Association, and National
Congress of American Indians.

Every year, for a variety of often tragic rea-
sons, thousands of children across the country
are placed in foster care. To assist with the
cost of food, shelter, clothing, daily supervision
and school supplies, foster parents of children
who have come to their homes through state
court placement receive money through Title
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