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prerogative as majority leader to lift 
the hold. 

I shared with Mr. Griles that I was 
going to vote against his nomination 
because of his history. I am glad that I 
was in this Chamber to hear my friend 
from Alaska so that he could hear from 
his colleague from Florida as to ex-
actly what my intention on the sub-
stance of the matter has been. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

further debate on this nomination? 
The Senator from Montana. 
Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I am glad 

we are finally considering the nomina-
tion of Steve Griles. It has been a long 
time. I can remember going through 
the hearings on the Energy Committee 
and him being reported out of that 
committee on the 23rd. It has been a 
long 40-some-odd days. It has been too 
long. 

It seems that we are asking our Cabi-
net Secretaries to do their jobs by 
themselves. We are having a hard time 
getting them any help downtown. I just 
think that is a wrong thing to do to 
any administration. 

I remember when President Clinton 
first came to town back in 1992, 1993; 
whenever we went through the process, 
I always took the position that each 
President got his Cabinet members and 
the people he wanted in his administra-
tion because he had been duly elected 
by the people of this country. So he 
could move his agenda as he saw fit. 
We have been holding up folks going 
downtown far too long. 

Twenty-eight percent of Montana is 
public land. With the BLM and the For-
est Service and, of course, with the BIA 
and the Indian lands and Indian coun-
try, this position is very important. Of 
course, with Mr. Griles coming from a 
standpoint of multiple use, single use 
does not work. I think that we can bal-
ance the use of our lands. We have had 
a tendency in the last 10 or 15 years to 
redefine conservation. Conservation is 
the wise use of any resource. That has 
been the driving force on any of our re-
sources found on our public lands and 
on our private lands. 

I have an agricultural background. 
This position in the Department of the 
Interior requires a man of not only 
high integrity and high purpose but 
also to have guts enough to make a de-
cision. We have gone through these sit-
uations where nobody wants to make a 
decision. 

We had a situation on the Flathead 
Lake in just finding its level. We had 
too many cooks in the kitchen and no-
body knew who was in charge when 
trying to make a decision on what 
level we wanted to maintain at Flat-
head Lake in northwestern Montana. 

I know there are some of my col-
leagues in this body who have some 
real heartburn with Mr. Griles. In fact, 
I know there are many colleagues in 
this body who have heartburn with the 
words ‘‘multiple use.’’ 

But, nonetheless, we who come from 
the land and the resources—and espe-

cially from a resource-based economy— 
think we understand just how impor-
tant renewable resources are. We real-
ize that in oil and gas, it is sort of fi-
nite—there may not be any more of it 
made. But on renewables, we should be 
using conservation practices that con-
sider wise use. 

Tough decisions will have to be made 
by the Department. We need someone 
who is confident in making them and 
also basing the decisions on science 
and common sense. 

So the reason I support Steve Griles 
is because he brings outstanding cre-
dentials to the job. He served at many 
levels, both inside and outside of Gov-
ernment. I think everybody will find he 
will be an able listener, and he will also 
show the cooperation in being a good 
Deputy Secretary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the nomination? 

Mr. BURNS. Are we ready to vote? 
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Yes. 
Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I urge 

that this nomination be confirmed as 
Deputy Secretary, and on a voice vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the nomination? 

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the nomina-
tion of J. Steven Griles, of Virginia, to 
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk called 
the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BURNS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

THANKING THE MANAGERS OF 
INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, while the 
Presiding Officer is in the Chamber, I 
rise to express how much I appreciate 
his work of the last 2 days. It has been 
very difficult. 

He and I worked together on Military 
Construction when I was chairman and 
he was ranking member. Through each 
ordeal we experience we become closer, 
and I have become more appreciative of 
his legislative abilities. 

For both of us to be able to work 
with one of the legends of the Senate, 
Senator BYRD, is always a pleasure and 
a learning experience. I want to make 
sure that spread on the RECORD is my 
appreciation for the good work done by 
the two managers of this bill. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 

to consider the nominations reported 
earlier today by the Foreign Relations 
Committee as follows: Peter R. 
Chaveas to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of Sierra Leone; Lori A. Forman 
to be Assistant Administrator for the 
United States Agency for International 
Development; Aubrey Hooks to be Am-
bassador to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo; Donald J. McConnell to be 
Ambassador to the State of Eritrea; 
Nancy Powell to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Ghana; George McDade 
Staples to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of Cameroon and to the Republic 
of Equatorial Guinea; that the nomina-
tions be confirmed, and the motions to 
reconsider laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations were considered and 
confirmed as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Peter R. Chaveas, of Pennsylvania, a Ca-

reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Sierra Leone. 

Lori A. Forman, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development. 

Donald J. McConnell, of Ohio, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the State of Eri-
trea. 

Aubrey Hooks, of Virginia, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 

Nancy J. Powell, of Iowa, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Ghana. 

George McDade Staples, of Kentucky, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Cameroon, and to serve concurrently and 
without additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Equatorial Guinea. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate consider 
and confirm Executive Calendar Nos. 
199, 200, 203 through 210, 213, 214, 221 and 
222, that the nominations be confirmed 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations were considered and 
confirmed as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
Douglas Jay Feith, of Maryland, to be 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. 
Peter W. Rodman, of the District of Colum-

bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense. 
Thomas P. Christie, of Virginia, to be Di-

rector of Operational Test and Evaluation, 
Department of Defense. 

Diane K. Morales, of Texas, to be Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and 
Materiel Readiness. 

Steven John Morello, Sr., of Michigan, to 
be General Counsel of the Department of the 
Army. 
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