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HOLOCAUST VICTIMS INSURANCE

RELIEF ACT

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2001

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing H.R. 2693, the Holocaust Victims In-
surance Relief Act, a bill to require all compa-
nies operating in the United States to disclose
the names on Holocaust-era insurance poli-
cies. The legislation would also enable sur-
vivors to access to this information by estab-
lishing a Holocaust Insurance Registry at the
National Archives.

At its core, this is a moral issue. Insurance
companies holding Holocaust-era policies
have a responsibility to disclose any informa-
tion that will help survivors finally reclaim their
policies with dignity and equity. In many
cases, company archives contain the only ex-
isting files related to the countless policies that
were stolen from victims of Nazi ghettos and
death camps.

Just one year ago, on July 17, 2000, the
United States and Germany signed an Execu-
tive Agreement establishing the German Foun-
dation ‘‘Remembrance, Responsibility, and the
Future,’’ a $5 billion fund to settle all Holo-
caust-era claims, including slave and forced
labor, banking, and insurance. During the pre-
ceding ceremony, U.S. Holocaust Envoy Stu-
art Eizenstat said, ‘‘It is critically important that
all German insurance companies cooperate
with the process established by the Inter-
national Commission on Holocaust Era Insur-
ance Claims, or ICHEIC. This includes pub-
lishing lists of unpaid insurance policies and
subjecting themselves to audit. Unless Ger-
man insurance companies make these lists
available through ICHEIC, potential claimants
cannot know their eligibility, and the insurance
companies will have failed to assume their
moral responsibility.’’

Unfortunately, little progress has been made
since then and the urgency of this issue grows
as Holocaust survivors are dying every day.
Although the ICHEIC was established in1998
to expeditiously resolve unpaid Holocaust-era
claims, more than 84% of the over 72,675
claims inquiries filed remain unresolved be-
cause the claimants cannot identify the com-
pany holding their assets.

Furthermore, it is outrageous that regardless
of their level of compliance with ICHEIC rules
insurance companies that contribute to the
Foundation fund are given a minimal $150 mil-
lion cap on all liabilities, virtual legal immunity
in U.S. courts, and an arbitrary January 31,
2002 expiration of their obligation to accept
claims.

The insurance companies must be held ac-
countable. H.R. 2693 will ensure that Con-
gress will not stand by and allow them to shirk
their obligation.

This bill also expresses congressional sup-
port for states seeking to adopt and enforce
their own laws to address the issue of unpaid
Holocaust-era policies, and recognizes the ef-
forts of legislatures in California, New York,
Florida, Washington, and Minnesota. I also un-
derstand that similar efforts are underway in
the legislatures of Texas, Illinois, and Massa-
chusetts.

California led the nation in enacting a Holo-
caust insurance reporting statute at the state

level, and it has provided the insurance com-
panies with a powerful incentive to comply
with the law. It is time for us to extend this re-
lief to survivors across the country.

I would also like to thank my colleague Rep-
resentative ENGEL, who is an original cospon-
sor of this bill and who was instrumental in in-
troducing similar legislation in the 105th and
106th Congresses.

Less than six months from today, the
ICHEIC deadline for accepting claims will ex-
pire. We must act swiftly to make sure that
survivors have the necessary information to
file their rightful claims. I urge my colleagues
to support this legislation and I hope we can
bring it to the floor for a vote in the near fu-
ture.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me today in paying tribute to
a dedicated champion of Jewish affairs and
public service, Mrs. Gitta Nagel of California,
who will soon be receiving an Honorary Doc-
torate degree from Bar-Ilan University in
Israel. Mrs. Nagel has continually strived to
ensure a brighter, more cohesive future for the
Jewish community by encouraging stronger
academic programs and an everlasting re-
membrance of the Holocaust.

As a young child living in Amsterdam during
the Holocaust, Gitta saw first hand the de-
structive force and brutality of the Nazi regime,
an experience that would continue to drive her
throughout her life as a philanthropist. After
the war, she emigrated to the United States
where she attended UCLA and met her future
husband, Jack Nagel.

Through her efforts to promote a stronger
Jewish community, Gitta Nagel has held lead-
ership roles in numerous organizations includ-
ing the United Jewish Communities, the Union
of Orthodox Jewish Congregations, and Israel
Bonds. In addition, she was a founding mem-
ber of the Golda Meir Club, an organization
that supports the State of Israel through her
annual purchase of $5,000 worth of Israeli
government bonds. Gitta also started a chap-
ter of Bnei Akiva, a testament to her unwaver-
ing support for Zionism and the State of Israel.

She has also shown a perpetual commit-
ment to a prosperous future through her sup-
port of education. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is
no surprise that Gitta is an original founder of
Yeshiva Yavneh of Los Angeles High Schools.
She had lent her support to Bar-Ilan University
through an endowment for immigrant students,
doctoral fellowships, research grants, and nu-
merous other academic programs.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to Gitta Nagel’s un-
wavering support for Jewish organizations, I
would like to both emphasize and commend
her work to preserve the memory of the Holo-
caust. Gitta has selflessly worked to secure a
special place in history for Holocaust victims.
She has given incredible amounts of time, en-
ergy and resources to make sure that the
atrocity of the Holocaust is never forgotten.

The Nagel’s are founders of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.,
and are members of the Board of Trustees of

the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles.
In 1985, Gitta spoke before the Federation of
Humanities in Stockholm, Sweden in a cere-
mony recognizing the 40th anniversary of the
disapperance of Raoul Wallenberg, the Swed-
ish diplomat responsible for saving the lives of
over 100,000 Jews during the end of World
War II, including my wife Annette and me. She
was also a featured speaker before the Aus-
trian Parliament during the celebration of the
90th birthday of Simon Wisenthal.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in Con-
gress to join me in recognizing Gitta Nagel’s
contributions and commitments to Jewish af-
fairs and community service worldwide. She
has had a major impact in strengthening the
ties of the Jewish people and ensuring that
the Holocaust will never be repeated. I invite
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Gitta Nagel for her very deserved honor.

f
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I am deeply
saddened to share the news of the passing of
Korey Stringer.

Fans of football, the Minnesota Vikings, and
the community of the greater St. Paul and
Minneapolis area have suffered a great loss.
All-Pro Offensive Tackle Korey Stringer was
more than a great athlete; he was a great
American.

This native of Warren, Ohio has his life cut
short while training for the game he loved.
However, in that short life Korey contributed
much to the teams he played for and commu-
nities he lived in. While in high school at War-
ren Harding High School, in my district, Korey
personally achieved status as an all-Ohio play-
er twice and was a unanimous All-American
his senior year. As a senior, Korey recorded
an incredible 52 tackles as a defensive tackle
and was named Ohio Division I Lineman of
the Year. These accomplishments are impres-
sive, but Korey was always more proud of
Warren Harding’s undefeated season that led
to a state title his junior year. Korey was a
player that was consistently concerned with
those around him and made every effort pos-
sible to aid them.

Many players with impressive high school
accolades never quite make it in college, but
this was not the case for Korey Stringer. After
doing a fine job representing his hometown,
Korey did an excellent job representing the
entire state while playing for Ohio State Uni-
versity. In his first year, Korey was selected as
Big Ten Freshman of the Year. The awards
continued for Korey as he was named Big Ten
Offensive Lineman of the Year for both 1993
and 1994, Ohio State’s Most Valuable Player
in 1994, and two time All-American.

After being drafted as the 24th overall selec-
tion in the 1995 draft, Korey joined the Min-
nesota Vikings. He played with dedication to
the game, the fans, and his teammates as he
only missed three games in six seasons. Last
season was a breakout year for Korey as he
was named to the All-Pro team and helped
Robert Smith set the team records for single-
season and career rushing total. Playing as an
offensive lineman, it is hard to assess the
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