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great country doing important work akin to this
remarkable achievement of the INEEL. The
Super Hard Steel Project was funded through
the Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency and the INEEL’s own discretionary re-
search fund. As Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham recently said, ‘‘. . . this accomplish-
ment demonstrates the value of government-
funded research to the Nation.’’ Breakthroughs
such as Super Hard Steel prove beyond a
doubt that the investment of taxpayer money
in these priceless institutions is well spent. I
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing
these unique individuals and the laboratories
that employ them continued success in their
important endeavors.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Ron Orlopp for his con-
tributions to the California poultry industry.
After many years of dedicated service, Mr.
Orlopp is retiring as Chairman of the California
Poultry Federation (CPF).

Ron has served as Chairman of the CPF for
the past two years; he has served on the CPF
board for the past 10 years. During his tenure,
Orlopp has enhanced the legislative and regu-
latory effectiveness in Sacramento and Wash-
ington, D.C., expanded the Nutrient Manage-
ment Certification efforts of the CPF, and as-
sisted in bringing the National Chicken Con-
test to California. Under his leadership, the
CPF Executive Committee visits Washington,
D.C. annually and sponsors a trip for mem-
bers and associates every year. Orlopp’s ef-
forts with the legislators is one reason the
California poultry industry in one of the most
profitable agricultural businesses today.

Ron started working with turkeys at the age
of eight. He earned a degree in Avian Science
from the University of California at Davis in
1976. Later, he studied accounting at Fresno
State University and has passed the state
board exam to become a Certified Public Ac-
countant. In addition to his position with the
CPF, Orlopp is the president of Orlopp Turkey
Breeding Farms and a partner in Orlopp-
Caviglia Farms.

Orlopp has long been active in agricultural
and civic organizations in the area. He is the
current chairman of the Tulare County Agricul-
tural Advisory Committee. He is also the past-
president of the Poultry Forum. He is a former
trustee with the Cutler-Orosi School Board and
coached Little League for 10 years.

Ron was born on October 21, 1954 in
Dinuba, California. He has been married to his
wife, Mary Jane, since 1981. They have three
sons, Bryan, Jason and Kevin. His favorite
pastimes are watching his boys play sports,
hunting, playing basketball, walking in the hills,
and playing golf.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Ron Orlopp for his
years of service to the California Poultry Fed-
eration and his contributions to the California
poultry industry. I wish Mr. Orlopp many more
years of continued success.
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Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend Maggie Wade, from the great State
of Mississippi, who has been named a Con-
gressional Angel in Adoption.

As you know, each year the Congressional
Coalition on Adoption holds a national awards
ceremony honoring individuals whose out-
standing efforts have strengthened families
through adoption. In Mississippi, that person is
indisputably Maggie Wade.

In Mississippi, Ms. Wade is as well known
for her community activism as she is for being
the trusted news anchor at WLBT. She aver-
ages over 175 speaking engagements per
year, in addition to her work with the Jackson
Chamber of Commerce Mentoring Project,
Southern Christian Services, the Mississippi
Public Education Forum, Unicef, Easter Seals,
and the State Health Department. A true lead-
er in our community, Ms. Wade has been hon-
ored with over 150 awards from the grateful
recipients of her dedication to serving others.

As a journalist, Ms. Wade has not squan-
dered the opportunity to bring attention to the
most important issues in our nation—including
the promotion of adoption. She does more
than just deliver the news, she creates it;
Since 1986, almost 500 children have been
adopted as a result of her compassionate
weekly segment ‘‘Wednesday’s Child.’’ This is
a great accomplishment for the children and
families of Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege today to honor
Maggie Wade for this well deserved award. I
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Maggie Wade as a true angel in adoption.
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud today to rise in recognition of the 75th
anniversary of Pico Water District in Pico Ri-
vera, California. Currently serving 5,233
households, the Pico Water District is per-
forming important work during this crucial pe-
riod of addressing California’s water shortage.

Just before the Pico Water District was
founded, the 243 homes in the area were
served by five small water systems. In 1926,
the Pico Rivera Chamber of Commerce called
together the town’s citizens and urged them to
create a more modern water system. The citi-
zens of Pico Rivera recognized that their old-
fashioned water system was lowering the
value of their homes. After much consider-
ation, they agreed to consolidate their small
systems into one large system. They voted to
form the Pico Water District under the State
Water Act of 1913. The newly elected Board
of Directors for the Pico Water District held
their inaugural meeting on September 20,
1926, and have been in operation ever since.

As in 1926, California is again at a point in
time when we are realizing that we must mod-

ernize our water system. If we are perceived
by others as a region that is water deficient,
it will be difficult to sustain the businesses that
complement our high-tech and biotech indus-
trial base and our diverse agricultural econ-
omy that is so important to our nation and the
global marketplace. I applaud the Pico Water
District for doing its part by continually mod-
ernizing its system while providing the resi-
dents of Pico Rivera with low cost, high quality
water service.

The Pico Water District currently has nine
functional wells available to deliver water. The
present energy crunch is being met in Pico Ri-
vera by a water district prepared to provide
uninterrupted excellent service. In fact, in the
past 75 years, only natural disasters such as
earthquakes have interrupted the District’s
water service.

The Pico Water District provides only the
highest quality water to its customers. Every
week, numerous bacteriological and chemical
tests are performed by the District. As a result
of this meticulous work and the high standards
maintained by the District, the quality of Pico
Rivera’s water has never been challenged by
the Health Department. This high quality serv-
ice is provided at very reasonable rates. In
fact, the Pico Water District remains the only
water district in Los Angeles County that does
not tax its customers.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the hard work of the Pico Water Dis-
trict. The high quality of service the District
provides should serve as a model for water
providers throughout California. Since 1926,
the Pico Water District has worked as a cohe-
sive unit to provide water to its customers.
Please join me in commending them as they
celebrate their 75th Anniversary.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I would like to pay tribute to an event that took
place on August 18, 2001. Nikos Sifounakis,
Minister of the Aegean, was the sponsor of
Aegean Regatta 2001, an international event
that highlights the rich culture and history of
the Aegean islands.

This event pays tribute to the ancient mari-
ners who first introduced Hellenic culture to
other parts of the world and honors today’s
international mariners. The Aegean Regatta
celebrates the incomparable beauty of the
area, as well as its remarkable history. The
poetry of Sappho and Elylis of Mytilini, Seferis
of Smyrna and Homer of Chios, who derived
their inspiration from the national beauty of the
Aegean, continues to enchant and enthrall
modern readers.

The Aegean Regatta stands as a testament
to the legacy of sportsmanship community of
this great civilization, a tradition also exempli-
fied by the Olympics. Like the Olympics, the
Aegean Regatta fosters community bonds
among people of different countries and cul-
tural backgrounds.

The ancient mariners of the Aegean were
known far and wide for their skill. Their ves-
sels carried both raw materials and new con-
cepts of democracy, vision and hope. Partici-
pants in the 2001 Aegean Regatta are heirs to
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