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Beth Israel experienced its humble beginning
a century ago, when a small group of women
known as the Daughters of Israel raised
$4,000 to open Beth Israel Hospital on the
corner of Kinney and High Streets in Newark.

The Beth quickly outgrew its original quar-
ters and moved to its present location in 1928.
In the ensuing decades Newark Beth Israel
grew and changed in order to adapt to the
community’s needs, and was the site of nu-
merous medical breakthroughs. During a
Founders Day celebration which officially
marked the 100th anniversary of the signing of
the hospital’s original charter, employees and
physicians were joined by Paul A. Mertz, Ex-
ecutive Director; Robert Marks, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees; and Lester M.
Bornstein, former President of The Beth in
signing replicas of the original charter. Victor
Parsonnet, M.D., signed a replica of the origi-
nal charter next to the name of his grand-
father, Victor Parsonnet, M.D. Dr. Parsonnet’s
two grandfathers (the other is Max Danzis,
M.D. were among the founders of Newark
Beth Israel Hospital in 1901. Lester Bornstein,
former President of Newark Beth Israel who
served the medical center for 36 years, also
signed the charter. The charter is being dis-
played in the lobby during the Centennial
events.

Throughout this year, there will be numer-
ous events scheduled to celebrate the Centen-
nial, including monthly historical displays; a
parade in conjunction with the center’s Annual
Fall Health Fair; a commemorative quilt with
the theme ‘‘A Century of Caring’’; in-hospital
theme days, held once a month to celebrate
each decade of the 20th century; group out-
ings and contests for employees and physi-
cians; and an Alumni Day to welcome back re-
tired and former employees of the Medical
Center. The Centennial celebration will also in-
clude several major events: Visionaries in
Medicine Science: A Series of Symposia Cele-
brating the Centennial of Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center presenting on the topics
‘‘Healthcare and Cultural Diversity,’’ ‘‘Cardio-
vascular Disorders,’’ ‘‘Dentistry,’’ ‘‘Pediatrics,’’
‘‘Nursing,’’ ‘‘Renal Medicine’’ and ‘‘Genetics
and Molecular Biology.’’

Mr. Speaker, in celebration of the important
role that The Beth has played in our commu-
nity throughout the decades, there will be a
Centennial Gala at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center on Saturday, October 6, 2001. Let
us join in offering our congratulations and best
wishes for continued success to the entire
Newark Beth Israel community—the medical
and nursing staffs, the ancillary services and
administration, the Auxiliary and of course, the
many dedicated volunteers who give so gener-
ously of their time and talent.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Aurelio Valdez for over a decade’s
worth of hard work and community service.
For 27 years, Aurelio Valdez strove to improve
the lives of an often overlooked segment of
our American society, the mentally handi-
capped.

As the Superintendent of the Corpus Christi
State School, Mr. Valdez labored to reconnect
the Texas citizenry with the lives of the men-
tally impaired residents of the school. For 12
years, Mr. Valdez worked as the Super-
intendent of the Corpus Christi State School,
and during that time, he helped to provide nor-
malized living conditions for the school’s three
hundred eighty-seven resident students.

By helping to change people’s perceptions
of those suffering from mental illness, Aurelio
became not only a respected educator and
healer, but an architect of a unified Corpus
Christi community.

Aurelio joined the Texas Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation in 1974,
and has received constant praise for his con-
tributions to the improvements in care for
those suffering from mental retardation and
mental disease. He is noted around the State
School as an innovator and a leader. Ray is
one of those special people who sees what he
is doing less as a job, and more as a labor of
love.

A hero in the shadows, Aurelio urged his
employees to step into the limelight and take
credit for the work he encouraged from them.
This life-long caregiver retires not only with the
respect and admiration of his colleagues, but
with a vow that he will continue to assist the
mentally challenged in reaching their goals.

I am proud to have had the opportunity to
serve with such a dedicated servant of the
people on a number of health and education
issues. With his retirement, Corpus Christi and
the rest of Texas lose a leader, an inspiring
educator, and a shining example of American
patriotism.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring a great and generous man, Aurelio
Valdez, as he retires from a lifetime of dedi-
cated service to the Coastal Bend, to Texas
and to the United States.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, is my great

honor to rise today to pay tribute to a truly
amazing family of my hometown neighbor-
hood: the Amarones of New Haven, Con-
necticut. Now over two hundred strong, the
Amarones have long been a legend in the
Wooster Square neighborhood and have held
the distinction of having the largest family in
New Haven since 1938.

Their story begins in 1911 when twenty-one
year old Josephine arrived in the United
States and met Andrew Amarone on Wooster
Street. It was there that they were married and
there that they made their home. It was also
where their seventeen children were born and
where two of their children died. Twenty-two
years separates oldest son John from their
youngest son Nicolo and one can only imag-
ine the schedule Josephine and Andrew kept.
Raising seventeen children through the hard-
est of economic times, I am still amazed at all
they were able to accomplish living on the
wages Andrew received as a polisher at
Sargents, an architectural hardware factory
where many immigrants were employed—
averaging between fourteen and twenty five
dollars a week.

Throughout this last century, the Amarones
have lost a number of their loved ones like
Benny who was killed at Iwo Jima for which
he was posthumously awarded the Silver Star.
Many others will be remembered this weekend
when New Haven will be host to an Amarone
family reunion where over one hundred and
twenty family members from across the United
States are expected to attend.

The Amarones are an incredible family with
a rich history and a reflection of times past.
Generations to come will continue in their
strong traditions and will be a bright beacon
for the future. In a time when family values are
under close scrutiny, it is families like the
Amarones that we look to for inspiration. It is
my honor and privilege to recognize the
Amarone family as they gather to celebrate
their first family reunion and to extend my very
best wishes to them all.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, on September
17, as the smoke still rose above the site of
a terrorist attack on America, I convened a
meeting of veterans throughout New York’s
Second Congressional District. I wanted to
hear from them, firsthand, how our Nation
should respond at this fateful moment in our
history.

I asked for their opinions because these are
the men and women who have already seen
battle. They have already responded to Amer-
ica’s call. They have already paid a price for
freedom . . . and many saw their comrades
pay an eternal price.

Mr. Speaker, this group of veterans was uni-
fied on two essential points which I share with
my colleagues in Congress today.

First, the American people, the Congress,
and the administration must provide our armed
forces with the sustained support they will
need to ensure that no terrorist has the capa-
bility of inflicting damage on America ever
again. Not at any time. Not in any place.
Never again. That means pursuing justice until
we clean every cave, every tunnel, and every
training base where terrorists threaten our
country.

Second, we must understand our obligation
to our armed forces as we send them into bat-
tle . . . and after they return home. There’s
been a lot of talk about postponing America’s
domestic agenda. And I agree that we must
be focused on our national and economic se-
curity. But as we send American troops into
conflict, now is not the time to cut veterans
benefits. Now is not the time to reduce serv-
ices at our veterans hospitals. Now is not the
time to cut health security or income security
for our veterans. We must send a strong mes-
sage to our armed forces that when they take
care of America in battle, America will take
care of them in peace. The maxim of battle is
‘‘leave no soldier behind.’’ When the battle is
over, let us leave no veteran behind.

Mr. Speaker, no group of people can pro-
vide more valuable insight about the struggle
to come than those who have bravely served
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