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brother at West Hyannisport for my moth-
er’s 72nd birthday just two weeks before. It
had been the first time in five years we had
all been together. We shared so much joy and
laughter and gave each other so much love
and support for all the struggles and chal-
lenges going on in each other’s lives. We
headed off in our separate directions, re-
freshed and renewed by the blessings only
family love gives. Today, we unite again as a
family to ease the pain, dull the shock and
fill each others spirits as we acknowledge
our brother’s departure to his home with the
Creator.

In all these days of telephone communica-
tions with my family, we’ve each had time to
express our deepest thoughts, our rawest
emotions, and without exception they have
been expressions of love, compassion, and
peace. My brother and the thousands more
who ascended en masse into God’s light were
the recipients of an energy called hate. We
know this one well. We’ve seen it in our
schools, our cities and towns, and through-
out the world. We are familiar with it’s bit-
ter taste. But where does it come from? And
why was it directed at us—America? Do we
need to look at the way we consume dis-
proportionate amounts of the world’s re-
sources while billions live in poverty? Do we
need to examine the overdue responsibility
to rein in greed and waste, and the need to
share more equitably with all our brothers
and sisters?

It would be easy for us to shun culpability,
to proclaim victimization, to extoll political
rhetoric and allow military action to be our
reaction. But, I don’t believe my bother and
all those other beautiful spirits made the su-
preme sacrifice so that we can go on with
business as usual Might makes right! The
have and the have nots! An eye for an eye!
Money is power! I believe their prayers of the
families who lost loved ones and the human
community at large are that we act, and not
react. That we take this seed called love and
grow a new garden; a world where love, shar-
ing, charity, compassion and caring are our
mantra and not more, more, more!

I believe we are at a crossroad as human
beings. We have free will. We have the right
to choose. Will our recourse be one of hate,
anger, revenge and the subsequent and even-
tual destruction of humankind and Mother
Earth? Or do we take responsibility—each
and everyone of us and become a conduit of
God’s love, acknowledging the circle of light
that connects all of us? We cannot harm an-
other without harming ourselves and that is
why all the world feels our pain and grieves
with us; and that is why all the world anx-
iously awaits our response. Let our collec-
tive goal be justice for all.

As one who has my blessed brother de-
parted from this physical plain too soon and
with such horror, I choose to stand for love,
compassion, peace and for a true change on
all our parts. As children of God, I ask you
all, to look into your hearts and see what
kind of a world you want your children to
grow up in, and to then decide to make it so.
It is within all our power to change our
world.

May there be peace on earth.

May the heart of all people be open to them-
selves and each other,

May all people awaken to the light of their
own true nature,

May all creation be blessed, and be a blessing
to all that is.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIBERTY FIRE
DEPARTMENT AND THEIR
SPOUSES

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2001

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Liberty Fire Department and
their spouses for its work and sacrifice in
honor of all the peogle who both survived and
who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001, their families and their
friends.

These terrorist attacks mark a solemn mo-
ment in America’s history. American men and
women, civilians and soldiers, firefighters and
police, mothers and fathers, were slain for a
cause so terrible, so heinous, and so des-
picable that we find it unimaginable and inde-
scribable. United, Americans seek to find
meaning and hope in a seemingly hopeless
and meaningless act. In the days since these
terrible terrorist attacks, America has been
shoulder-to-shoulder in a struggle to meet the
challenges of a world that is a little less safe,
a little scarier, and far less predictable. The ef-
forts of organizations like the Liberty Fire De-
partment signify the commitment and concern
of Americans everywhere. Our Nation’s
strength does not lie in her military might but
rather in the collective compassion of its peo-

le.

P Since the September 11th terrorist attacks,
the Liberty Fire Department and their spouses
have participated in the “Pass the Boot” activi-
ties at Arrowhead Stadium and fundralsing at
the Liberty Fall Festival raising thousands of
dollars to assist in the rescue efforts including
the 911 Relief Fund, the Red Cross, and to
provide for the grieving families. The patriot-
ism and persistence of the Liberty Fire Depart-
ment is a lasting memorial to the thousands of
victims who perished in New York, Wash-
ington, and Pennsylvania.

Through the days, weeks, and months
ahead, all Americans must come together and
do what they can to assist the nation’s war ef-
fort. Whether it is giving blood, sending dona-
tions, praying for the thousands of grieving
families, or simply saying thanks to the brave
men and women who put their lives on the
line each and every day so that we may be
free, it Is important that the American people
are vigilant in their efforts to overcome this
evil. Though our Nation has witnessed un-
speakable horror, America’'s virtues, deten-
nination, and faith continues to shine brightly
on the world.

| am confident that the United States will
seek out those that harbor hatred, terror, and
depravity in their hearts; and we will defeat
them. This is a war that we must, can, and will
win. May God bless the families and children
grieving across this great Nation and may God
bless America.

————

CONSUMER PRODUCT RISK
REPORTING ACT OF 2001

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2001

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the “Consumer Product Risk Report-
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ing Act of 2001,” a bill intended to improve
consumer safety by achieving increased com-
pliance with existing requirements to report
hazards. The legislation would increase the
civil and criminal penalties that the CPSC can
seek from firms that do not inform the Com-
mission when they have a product that could
pose a substantial hazard to consumers. The
legislation would also help make some product
recalls more effective.

The CPSC is the government agency that
makes sure cribs, toys, and other products in
your home or around schools and in recre-
ation areas are not hazardous, and recalls
them when they are hazardous. The CPSC
oversees the safety of 15,000 different kinds
of consumer products. Each year there are
more than 29 million injuries and about 22,000
deaths associated with consumer products.

Current law provides that if companies have
information that one of their products has a
safety defect that could create a serious prod-
uct hazard or presents an unreasonable risk of
serious injury or death, they are required to re-
port that to the government. Unfortunately,
some companies are not obeying the law. The
CPSC estimates that in half of the most seri-
ous cases they deal with, the company has
failed to report injuries. Instead, the informa-
tion comes to the attention of the agency from
its own investigators, from consumers, or trag-
ically, from hospital emergency room reports
or death certificates.

When companies don't report, dangerous
products that should have been recalled or
modified remain on store shelves. They con-
tinue to be sold and they stay in consumers
homes where they can cause serious injury or
death.

Some consumers pay a very high price for
a company'’s failure to report.

For example, a 3-year-old girl died while
playing on her swing. Her grandfather was
cutting weeds in the yard using a weed trim-
mer with a replacement head that was made
with metal links. The end link broke off and it
flew through the air as a piece of deadly
shrapnel—travelling 240 miles an hour. It hit
his granddaughter in the temple, penetrated
her skull and killed her.

The company didn't tell the CPSC about this
death, nor did they tell the CPSC about the 40
other serious injuries from chains breaking.
The CPSC was forced to do its own investiga-
tion and recalled the product nationwide in
May 2000.

Such failures to report can result in tragic
losses of life and limb that are avoidable and
preventable if compliance with reporting were
higher.

Under current law, the CPSC can fine com-
panies for violating the law, but the amount of
the fine is limited by statute to a level that
does not sufficiently deter violations. Under
current law, companies can face criminal pen-
alties for violating consumer product safety
laws, but they are only misdemeanors. Under
current law, in any recall, companies elect
whether to provide a repair, replacement or re-
fund for defective products. In most cases, the
CPSC can find a good solution to the problem
for consumers. But in other cases, especially
where the product is older and has been on
the market for many years, companies argue
they can elect a refund that may not result in
an adequate recall thus resulting in the dan-
gerous product remaining with consumers.

To remedy these deficiencies, the legislation
would:
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