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Ms. Anna Maria Arias, a California native,

passed away from a bone marrow transplant
procedure in Houston, TX last Monday. Ms.
Arias immeasurably contributed to the Latino
community through her vast experience and
expertise in the media profession. She worked
as a radio news anchor, newswriter, and as a
media and campaign organizer for presidential
and local candidates at the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. She was also a member of
the production team of CNN’s Crossfire pro-
gram and served as Managing Editor of HIS-
PANIC Magazine for five years.

In October 1994, Ms. Arias founded LATINA
Style Magazine; the first national publication
that covers issues pertinent to contemporary,
professional, Hispanic working-women from a
Latina point of view. Ms. Arias’ familiarity and
sensitivity towards issues meaningful to the
Latino community was crucial to address the
issues that affect Latina professionals. As the
founding Publisher & Editor of LATINA Style
Magazine, she provided a voice for, advocated
on behalf of, and empowered professional
Latina women throughout the entire United
States.

Ms. Arias’ forward thinking and hard work
was recognized when she was honored with
the 1999 Entrepreneur of the Year Award by
the Greater Washington Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, and with the Entrepreneurship
Award by the Changing Images in America
Foundation.

Ms. Arias is a true leader who will be re-
membered for her adamant commitment to
help others and for her dedication to educate
and inform Latina women. Her efforts and abil-
ity to make inroads for an under-represented
and disadvantaged population of our society
has unquestionably contributed to the greater
good.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, the city of Pueb-

lo and the surrounding community has lost an
exceptional member of their community and I
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
the distinguished life of Mr. George Andrews.
George Andrews died at the age of seventy-
two after suffering from illness for several
months.

Mr. Andrews was a dedicated family man
who was also very successful as a business
manager. George’s life centered around his
family and their foodservice business which
was started by his father and uncle in 1926.
The business survived the Great Depression
and has undergone many changes in clientele
and inventory since it first originated. George
Andrews took over his father’s interest in the
business after his death in 1950, eventually
acquiring sole ownership. Andrews
Foodservice remains family owned and oper-
ated and still provides an important service to
the community. Mr. Andrews expressed his
generosity through his relationship with his
employees and his community. It wouldn’t be
surprising to see George providing the Colo-
rado Highway Patrol with gifts to hand out to
travelers during the holiday season.

Mr. Speaker, George Andrews was suc-
cessful not only with his business, but also

with the bonds that he nurtured with his family
and the community. He was a gracious man
with a strong character and he will be missed.
I would like to express my condolences to Mr.
Andrews’ family and friends. He will not be for-
gotten.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

pay tribute to Julia Pappas of my district, who
passed from this life after 94 years on Feb-
ruary 28, 2001. As another political season
draws near and with recent events bringing
out the patriotism of Americans, Julia’s life and
example of citizenship should be reflected
upon and recognized.

Born on Christmas Day 1907 in
Andrianoupolis Thrace Asia Minor, Julia was
an immigrant to the United States. Even as
she reveled in her Greek heritage, she be-
came fully immersed in her adopted home-
land’s society. She was avidly involved in
grassroots politics, and could always be count-
ed on for support. She understood better than
many that the right of American citizenship
came with civic responsibility, and was a
strong advocate for citizen participation in our
political process.

Julia was a dedicated member of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, where her
presence was familiar and her involvement in
church activity second-to-none. She truly lived
her faith showing through word and deed its
importance to her. She was a member of the
Cathedral’s Daughters of Penelope, AHEPA
Auxiliary, and the Philoptochos Society. She
was also a Red Cross and Lucas County
Democratic Party volunteer.

A lifelong traveler, Julia saw the world and
reported on her travels to others, enabling
them to understand the different cultures of
our world. She was able to realize ‘‘a lifelong
dream’’ of visiting Jerusalem, a trip she felt
deeply.

Twice widowed, Julia was an absolutely de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother and
greatgrandmother. She thoroughly enjoyed
watching her grandchildren grow and partici-
pated in their lives. I know her daughter Helen
and daughter-in-law Patricia, along with her
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and ex-
tended family have many cherished memories
of her. A true lover of life with a strength of
spirit unmatched, Julia Pappas came to em-
body the actress Helen Hayes’ retort that ‘‘Old
age is not something to which I have arrived
kicking and screaming, it is something I have
achieved.’’ Few have achieved it with more
grace and aplomb than Julia Pappas, beloved
wife, mother, grandmother ‘‘Yia Yia’’ and
friend.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I

come to the floor today to introduce the Family

Leisure Incentive (FLI) Act of 2001. The
events of September 11 have left our country
desperately searching for some level of nor-
mality. Indeed, Americans are slowly begin-
ning to return to their lives—or at least as
much as can be expected. But in their efforts
to move on, Americans remain hesitant to
travel, whether it be by plane, train, or ship. In
turn, the tourism industry in our country, and
subsequently the industries directly affected by
tourism, have come to a virtual standstill.

Everywhere I look in this country, industries
are hurting. In Florida, we are feeling the wake
of September 11 more than ever. For the first
time in my life, hotels in South Florida are re-
porting record lows in occupancy levels, travel
agencies are losing customers by the dozen,
and the cruise industry is reporting that its
ships are leaving port half empty. These fig-
ures do not even begin to take into account
the tens of thousands of people who work for
the airline industry in my district and are no
longer employed.

The bottom line is that if people do not get
on planes, then people do not check into ho-
tels. If people do not check into hotels, then
businesses and cities that depend on tourism
fail to survive. If businesses lose money, then
people lose jobs. If people lose jobs, then
stress at home increases. In turn, families
break up, alcoholism and domestic violence
increase, depression is imminent, and at
times, even worse, suicide becomes an op-
tion.

The FLI Act provides individuals and fami-
lies with tax incentives to travel in the next
year by air, land, or sea, and not be afraid to
vacation. It allows individuals to deduct up to
$750 from their taxable income to help cover
the costs of travel and lodging, whether on
land or on sea. Families who file jointly can
deduct up to $1,500.

The FLI Act is a relatively inexpensive and
cost effective way that Congress can help
stimulate our faltering economy. Airline bailout
bills only provide a temporary solution to po-
tentially, a long term problem. The FLI Act
provides Congress with the needed vehicle to
address the needs of America’s hurting tour-
ism industry, and at the same time, provide
tax relief for working class and low-income
families at a time they need it most.

I urge my colleagues to move swiftly and
pass this innovative and necessary legislation.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call attention to the National Day of the Re-
public of China on Taiwan. This day com-
memorates the Wuchang Uprising on October
10, 1911, which led to the overthrow of the
Qing dynasty and the establishment of the
ROC on January 1, 1912.

Although the recent terrorist attacks against
America make it difficult for us to join the cele-
brations for this great day for the people of
Taiwan, I believe it is appropriate to remember
it, as it was the first step to a long process for
Taiwan to become what it is now. It is a nation
proud of its solid democratic foundations and
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strong economy and a nation that shares
America’s tradition of individual freedom and
full human rights for its citizens.

For the United States, Taiwan is a signifi-
cant trading partner, a valued regional military
ally and, above all, a good friend. Taiwan
moumed with us over the tragic events of
September 11, 2001. Its leaders have ex-
pressed their condolences and solidarity with
the people and government of the United
States. Taiwan has cancelled all its National
Day celebrations throughout the United States
and pledged its full cooperation with us in
combating terrorism.

The Republic of China on Taiwan shares
with us not only our grief, but also our belief
that this was not just an attack against Amer-
ica. It was an attack against democracy and
freedom that both our countries cherish. On
the 90th anniversary of its National Day, Tai-
wan celebrates these treasured ideals.

Over the past decade, the Republic of
China has moved rapidly towards becoming a
democratic society. Free and fair elections are
routinely held at all levels of government, and
approximately 70 percent of eligible voters
participate in ROC elections. Taiwan has be-
come a shining example of freedom and de-
mocracy in a part of the world in need of role
models.

America stands by its long-standing commit-
ment to the people and government of Taiwan
with which we have developed strong eco-
nomic, political and social ties. As Taiwan
celebrates its National Day, I share their joy
and hope that we will be able to continue our
partnership and friendship well into the future.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to rise today to express gratitude and thanks
to the Urban Search and Rescue Team of
Denver, Colorado. The Urban Search and
Rescue Team traveled to New York City, to
aid in the World Trade Center rescue efforts
after the September 11th terrorist attack.

The team joined others at the World Trade
Center rescue after the horrific terrorist attack
against our nation. Though their chances of
finding survivors were slim, the team was still
determined. A recent edition of the Denver
Post captures the sentiments of the team as
Mike Seidler, a member of the team, said,
‘‘Until they turn it into ‘recovery’, we go at it as
‘rescue’.’’ Consisting of 130 members from the
Denver area, the Urban Search and Rescue
Team is one of twenty-eight teams nationwide,
and is overseen by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

In this time of national shock and grief, it is
truly inspirational to witness so many brave
Coloradans coming to the aid of their fellow
Americans. The courageous actions of this
team, putting themselves in harm’s way to res-
cue strangers, exemplifies the American spirit
and is a reminder it is the American people
who make our country so great.

The Urban Search and Rescue Team
makes not only its community proud, but also
those of its state and country. It is a true

honor to have such extraordinary people re-
side in Colorado and we owe them a debt of
gratitude for their service. I ask the House to
join me in extending wholehearted congratula-
tion to the Urban Search and Rescue Team.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker,
this Member was absent for official business
purposes in Ottawa, Canada, as the Chairman
of the House delegation to the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly for the major annual
meeting during the evening of October 9,
2001, and unfortunately missed two roll call
votes. Had this Member been present, this
Member would have voted in the following
ways:

1. Rollcall No. 372—‘‘aye’’ on final passage
of H. Con. Res. 244 authorizing the printing of
a revised edition of the publication entitled
‘‘Our Flag.’’

2. Rollcall No. 373—‘‘aye’’ on final passage
of H. Res. 250 expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the Secretary
of Energy should increase the capacity of the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve to 1,000,000,000
barrels of crude oil.
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Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, across the board,
commodity prices have dropped to record lows
since the passage of the 1996 Farm Bill. Rural
communities and farmers are in dire straits as
to their future success. Today we are given
the opportunity to help sustain our rural
economies and help the lives of millions of
Americans.

We find ourselves at perhaps the most im-
portant crossroad in our nation’s farm policy
history. Today we have the power to profess
our support for our nation’s farm communities
or risk their destruction at the hands of a well-
intentioned, but potentially devastating policy
proposal.

Growing up in Southern Louisiana, I was
surrounded by rice fields and farm commu-
nities. Southwest Louisiana is known for its
Cajun heritage. A large part of this heritage
comes from a strong farming tradition. This is
true for many of our nation’s rural commu-
nities. Since before this country’s inception,
farm communities have developed and sus-
tained local economies and industry. Beyond
this, these communities have developed their
own way of life, their own culture of agronomy,
their own agriculture.

Through H.R. 2646 we have the opportunity
to preserve this agriculture. We have lost
many farmers over the past 5 years. However,
we now are given the chance to save our local
farmers and the industries that depend on a
strong agricultural economy. By decreasing
commodity programs through conservation

policy, we sacrifice the farmers, as well as the
mills, the seed and fertilizer suppliers, the crop
aviators, the mechanics, and the thousands of
other men and women directly affected by the
health of our agricultural industry.

I am a strong proponent of increased con-
servation programs. However, I cannot sup-
port these programs at the expense of our na-
tion’s farmers. We can, and should, find other
vehicles to sustain our nation’s environment.
Increased conservation programs in H.R. 2646
provide a good beginning. Other policy initia-
tives, such as the Conservation And Reinvest-
ment Act (CARA), can provide much needed
assistance to preserve habitat and open space
without coming out of the pockets of com-
modity producers and local economies.

Without H.R. 2646, many of our nation’s
producers will not be able to survive. Without
these farmers, many rural economies will not
survive. And without a strong local economy,
we run the risk of destroying even the culture
of rural America. Please don’t turn your backs
on our nation’s farming communities. As a
hunter and sportsman I pledge to continue
working with my colleagues to promote con-
servation, but not on this bill.
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ECONOMIC STIMULUS AND
WORKING FAMILIES
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
speak about the urgent need to provide imme-
diate economic stimulus to this country in the
form of a payroll tax rebate for working fami-
lies.

The United States is facing a crisis, and it
is not merely a security crisis. There is a visi-
ble, pressing need for economic stimulus and
worker relief. We should move quickly to
jumpstart the economy by putting money into
the hands of the tax paying lower wage work-
ers that are more likely to spend it imme-
diately. My bill, the Working Families Tax Re-
bate Act will do just that.

This bill will provide an immediate payroll
tax rebate of up to $300 to people who didn’t
benefit from the tax cut signed into law in
June. The dramatic decrease in travel and
tourism not only affects those workers em-
ployed by the airline industry.

Working men and women in the hospitality
industry and service sector are also facing
massive layoffs. These people need imme-
diate help with buying their groceries, pre-
paring for the holidays, and paying their heat-
ing bills. Our shopkeepers need consumers
back in the stores.

I urge my colleagues to support HR 3015.
Because this country needs economic stim-
ulus now.
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ANNIVERSARY OF SALEM
LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
recognize a most auspicious event in the life
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