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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, November 5, 2001, at 2 p.m.

Senate

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2001

(Legislative day of Thursday, November 1, 2001)

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
DEBBIE STABENOW, a Senator from the
State of Michigan.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, thank You for another day
to live for Your glory by serving our
Nation. We accept the Psalmist’s ad-
monition as our motto for the day: ‘‘Be
of courage, and the Lord will strength-
en your heart.”—Psalm 31:24. Your
fresh supply of strength gives us cour-
age to live fearlessly today. You re-
plenish our diminished strength with
intellectual creativity, emotional sta-
bility, and physical resiliency. The ten-
sion of these frightening days on red
alert have made us all much more alert
to Your presence and power. The more
we place our trust in You, the more the
springs of tension within us are re-
leased and unwind until we feel a pro-
found peace inside. As this workweek
draws to a close, we thank You for
Your protection and we renew our com-
mitment to live by faith and not be
beset by fear. Your perfect love casts
out fear. We relinquish our worries to
You and our anxiety is drained away.
We say with the Psalmist, “But as for
me, I trust You, O Lord; I say, ‘You are

my God. My times are in Your
hand.” ’—Psalm 31:14-15a. Amen.
——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable DEBBIE STABENOW led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2001.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DEBBIE STABENOW, a
Senator from the State of Michigan, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Ms. STABENOW thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.

———————

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Madam President, we will
be in a period for morning business
today. A number of Senators have ex-

pressed a desire to speak. For the infor-
mation of all Senators, we are going to
have a vote at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, so
Senators should be prepared for that.
We should have a very busy week next
week. We hope it is the week prior to
our recessing for the year. We will do
our very best to do that. That would be
2 weeks from today.

If we complete the Labor-HHS bill on
Tuesday, the only appropriations bills
we will have left is DC, plus the big De-
fense appropriations bill. So we are
moving right along. We have a lot to
do, though.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The Senator from Wyoming.

—————

TRIBUTE TO JONN J. EDMUNDS

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, for the
last week, I have been trying to figure
out how to pay tribute to a young man
from Wyoming whose funeral I at-
tended last Saturday. I am pleased to
have the opportunity this morning to
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address his life and our country as
well.

Last Saturday, it was evident to
many people in Cheyenne, WY, that
ground zero had come to our State.
Jonn Edmunds—that is spelled J-o-n-n;
he is named after his dad who is Donn,
D-o-n-n—was killed in Pakistan. He
was a member of the Rangers, the 3rd
Battalion, 75th Regiment, and he was
killed in a helicopter crash. Suddenly,
the war got closer to all of us in Wyo-
ming.

During Desert Storm, there were not
very many people Kkilled, but one of
them was from Gillette, WY, Manuel
Dayvilla, and we remember him.

In this war, not many have been
killed: Two, one from Montana, one
from Wyoming. Again, Wyoming, ac-
cording to its population, has given an
inordinate number, but if you are the
parents of anyone killed as a result of
the terrorist attacks and in the mili-
tary, for you that is a 100-percent loss.
It is a much greater loss. It was not
just the parents who lost in this in-
stance, it was also a wife.

One of the things that struck me at
the funeral, which was attended by
Army Rangers who helped with the fu-
neral—it was a grand ceremony with
all the military honors—what struck
me was the youth of these soldiers. I
remember one time watching a show
put on by Channel 1. It was called ‘“The
Kids Who Saved the World.” It was de-
signed to show today’s generation that
the people who fought in World War II
were kids. It took some of the people
attending reunions, which is what most
of the people see of the military, and
went back to the picture of them as
they participated in D-Day, to empha-
size that it is kids who are out there
saving us.

Jonn Edmunds would have had his
21st birthday on January 3. He would
have had his second wedding anniver-
sary on December 27. The first song
they played as a part of the service was
the song that he and his wife were
going to play at their anniversary.
Next to the podium, next to the picture
of Jonn was a white board, a message
communicator they used in their home.
Jonn left his last message to his wife
on that white board. It said:

Anne, I will be OK. I'm going to come back
to you. I love you, and I will think about you
all the time. Be strong while I'm gone and
never forget that I love you.

And then he paid the ultimate price.
He left a family and a wife and an em-
phasis in Wyoming. We appreciate the
sacrifice that he made and that his
family made. It is important we re-
member that.

The service was extremely patriotic,
thanks to the help of his fellow sol-
diers. Something that was read during
that service I want to read here. It
gives us an idea of the dedication, the
focus, the goals, and the understanding
that these young men have when they
go into battle. It is called the Ranger
Creed. The Rangers are a special group
of young people.
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The Ranger Creed:

Recognizing that I volunteered as a Rang-
er, fully knowing the hazards of my chosen
profession, I will always endeavor to uphold
the prestige, honor and high esprit de corps
of my Ranger Regiment.

Acknowledging the fact that a Ranger is a
more elite soldier who arrives at the cutting
edge of battle by land, sea or air, I accept the
fact that as a Ranger my country expects me
to move further, faster and fight harder than
any other soldier.

Never shall I fail my comrades. I will al-
ways keep myself mentally alert, physically
strong and morally straight and I will shoul-
der more than my share of the task whatever
it may be. One hundred percent and then
some.

Gallantly will I show the world that I'm a
specially selected and well trained soldier.
My courtesy to superior officers, neatness of
dress and care of equipment shall set the ex-
ample for others to follow.

Energetically will I meet the enemies of
my country. I shall defeat them on the field
of battle for I am better trained and will
fight with all my might. Surrender is not a
Ranger word. I will never leave a fallen com-
rade to fall into the hands of the enemy and
under no circumstances will I ever embarrass
my country.

Readily will I display the intestinal for-
titude required to fight onto the Ranger ob-
jective and complete the mission, though I
be the lone survivor.

Rangers lead the way.

That is a creed they live by and they
recite as they go into battle.

I also want to share a poem. The
poem was written by Jonn Edmunds’
English teacher and was dedicated to
his memory at the funeral.

The title of it is: ““So This Is How It
Feels.”

So this is how it feels to know the pain of
war, the ineffable sorrow deep in your gut,
beyond tears, beyond consciousness.

Elements of disgust, horror and anger, and
finally fear, all mixed and meshed inside.

So this is how it feels to mourn native
sons, the inscrutable sadness for one so
young, their future laid bare, barren yet not
futile.

Elements of patriotism, pride, honor and
heroism, and the thoughtful thankfulness for
their service, all conglomerate there.

So this is how it feels to know the dark of
evil, the vague uncertainty of its source
made real in the shed blood of our own.

Elements of emptiness, apprehension and
instability rocking our faith, and finally
that fear again.

Yet the good will out, our fears will form
into faith, history will record how America,
though humbled now, held its course as she
has through other wars when she knew all
too well how it felt.

About a week after the September 11
events, my wife and I had an oppor-
tunity to attend a dinner. There hap-
pened to be a number of ambassadors
from other countries at the dinner. It
was very reassuring to talk to them.
Their message involved the spirit of
the American people.

There were a lot of people from a lot
of countries around the world who
thought a major tragedy hit the United
States that had been caused by some-
body else and we would go to pieces. In-
stead, what they saw was the American
people in a new form of unity and spirit
that they had not seen for decades—
people coming together, volunteering,
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helping out, the spirit of America alive
again.

It is that spirit of America that these
young people in our service already
know, already recognize. It is the rea-
son they volunteered, that they have
put their life on the line to serve our
country. Thank goodness we have
them. Let us always remember those
who have given all.

I ask unanimous consent that the
newspaper articles referring to Jonn
Edmunds be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the articles
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Wyoming Tribune-Eagle, Oct. 28,
2001]

CHEYENNE SON LAID TO REST
(By Ilene Olson)

CHEYENNE.—Before going overseas to help
fight in Operation Enduring Freedom, Spc.
Jonn J. Edmunds left a simple note for his
wife Anne on a memo board:

““Anne, I will be OK. I am going to come
back to you. I love you and I will think
about you all the time. Be strong while I am
gone, and never forget that I love you.”

Those words, framed and displayed at his
memorial Saturday, tell their own story of a
young life lost and a young love cut trag-
ically short.

Edmunds, 20, was an Army Ranger in the
3rd Battalion of the 75th Ranger Regiment.
He was killed in a helicopter crash in Paki-
stan on Oct. 19 while providing rescue relief
for American troops in Afghanistan.

Thirteen Army Rangers from the 2nd Bat-
talion, 75th Ranger Regiment, marched in
slowly and somberly. Six stopped at the left
side of the gym and lined up in two rows of
three, remaining there motionless for more
than an hour until their services as casket
bearers were needed. The other seven lined
up diagonally on the right side, rifles ready
for a 21-gun salute.

Edmunds was remembered by those who
knew him as an intense, competitive youth,
a loving and devoted husband, and a dedi-
cated soldier.

The Rev. Janet Forbes told the story of
Edmunds’ life, based on her conversations
with his family.

Forbes said Edmunds met Anne Costello
when the two were paired on a bowling lane.
After a second bowling date, the two were in-
separable.

“Jonn and his dad took a long walk to-
gether just before Jonn left Cheyenne for
basic training,”” Forbes said. ‘‘He told Donn
about his intentions concerning Anne:

‘“‘Dad, I really love her, and I want to
marry her.”

“Jonn, you're too young.”

“No, Dad, I'm not.”

“This went on for several rounds,” Forbes
said.

““And then Donn reflected, and he looked
at his son closely, remembering his intel-
ligence, clarity of purpose and maturity, and
said, ‘No, son. You're not.””’

The couple married Dec. 27, 1999, before a
justice of the peace.

“Jonn’s life began when he met her,” Mary
Edmunds told Forbes. ‘“He was never
happier.”

Forbes said Anne remembers Jonn for the
strength of his character: strong, concerned,
hard-working, dedicated, loving; for the
beauty of his person: good-looking, phys-
ically fit; and for his lively sense of humor:
funny, light-hearted and easy to talk to.

Jonn and Anne Edmunds planned to renew
their vows at a wedding on Dec. 15. “It’s
Your Love,” the song they planned to be the
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first number at their wedding dance, was
played for his funeral instead.

Edmunds and his father, Donn, shared ‘‘an
alphabetical connection’ of double Ns in the
spelling of their first names—and the frus-
tration of never having them spelled cor-
rectly, Forbes said.

Mary Edmunds told Forbes that her son
began training for his life’s vocation at the
age of 3. ‘“‘He was all action—running, run-
ning, running.”’

‘“‘He had what we call older brother’s syn-
drome,”’” Forbes added. ‘‘He was always pick-
ing up his younger brother Seth, carrying
him on his shoulders and dragging him
around.

“Their play began with squirt guns, then
moved to laser tag. Seth, always the young-
est competitor would take refuge in the
house.”

Paintball was the favorite, and Jonn was
always victorious.

“‘One time, Dad joined the game,” Forbes
continued. ‘‘He lifted his head slightly above
his hiding place and Jonn got him—right
across the top of his head.”

Forbes said Edmunds enjoyed playing and
coaching soccer.

‘‘He liked coaching because he got to yell,”
she said. ‘It seems one of the things he hated
about basic training in the Army was getting
yelled at. He liked the leadership role bet-
ter—being the yeller instead of the yellee.”

Forbes said Edmunds’ younger sister
Alyssa remembers her brother as a tease who
loved to chase her and put June beetles in
her hair.

Alyssa, as introspective as her brother
was, had confided, ‘‘Jonn would have hated
all this attention.”

Forbes said one teenager in her congrega-
tion read Edmunds’ obituary, finishing with
the survivors, ‘‘all of Cheyenne.”’

‘“‘She interpreted this statement to mean
that all of Cheyenne are indeed survivors,”’
Forbes said. ‘It was touching, comforting
and reassuring that John gave his life so
that all of the citizens of Cheyenne may sur-
vive.”

Chaplain Capt. Paul Lasley of the 75th
Ranger Regiment in Fort Lewis, Wash., said
Edmunds personified the Ranger Creed every
day.

“Living the creed is a way of life. One
must struggle to balance a devotion to duty
with a corresponding devotion to one’s fam-
ily,” Lasley said.

“It is the essential uniqueness of the Rang-
er Creed that turns a drab, black and white
understanding of a ranger’s life into a color-
ful masterpiece.”

Staff Sgt. William Bader of the 3rd
Batallion, 756th Ranger Regiment in Fort
Benning, Ga., worked directly with
Edmunds.

“When I think of Jonn, I think of all the
little things,” Bader said. ‘‘Jonn never let
me down.”

Once, after a difficult operation, ‘I looked
at the rest of my boys. I could see that they
were tired. Then I looked at Jonn. He still
had that intense look on his face.

“That is the way I choose to remember
Jonn.”

The song, “I’'m Proud to Be an American,”’
played near the end of the memorial. It had
a powerful effect on the audience, which
stood in a spontaneous salute of Edmunds
and the country he served. Several joined
hands over their heads in a show of unity.
Applause burst forth at the song’s conclu-
sion.

Sen. Craig Thomas R-Wyo., read a state-
ment from Wyoming native Vice President
Cheney.

“I will not presume to offer comfort,” Che-
ney had written. Instead, he thanked the
Edmundses for their son’s patriotism and
courage.
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Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., presented Presi-
dent Bush’s statement to Anne Edmunds.

I am deeply saddened by the loss of your
husband,” Bush had said. ‘I hope you will
find solace in the knowledge that his sac-
rifice will not be forgotten. The nation is
grateful for Jonn’s service to our country.
We pray for comfort and healing in this dif-
ficult time.”

At the end of the service, an intense si-
lence fell in the facility as the waiting rang-
ers removed the flag from the casket, folded
it ceremoniously and presented it to
Edmunds family.

During the flag ceremony, people in the
audience stood quietly, barely breathing.
Many dabbed at their eyes, and their grief
was palpable.

The intensity of the silence was broken by
two bugles playing ‘“‘Taps,” then countered
by the equally loud 21-gun salute.

A startled child cried, and the audience
seemed to take a collective breath.

Following the memorial, family members
were escorted quietly from the room while
people in the audience stood reverently. The
family’s grief was reflected in many of their
faces.

Lasley summed up the purpose of the me-
morial: ‘“‘Jonn Edmunds is not honored today
exclusively for how he died.”

“We honor Jonn Edmunds for how he
lived.”

[From the Wyoming Tribute—Eagle, October
23, 2001]
GROUND ZERO IN WYOMING
(By Ilene Olson)

CHEYENNE.—A grieving Donn and Mary
Edmunds stood in their driveway Monday to
give Americans—and the world—a glimpse of
their son and the tragedy of his death.

Spc. Jonn J. Edmunds, was a member of
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 75th Rangers. He
died Friday in a helicopter crash in Pakistan

while providing rescue backup for U.S.
troops entering Afghanistan.
Donn Edmunds, occasionally fighting

tears, spoke for the family during the news
conference:

“Jonn decided in his senior year of high
school to join the Rangers because they were
an elite force, because he felt he was up to
the challenge and because he wanted to join
the military for their college benefits.

‘“He was extremely proud of his achieve-
ments as was the rest of his family. He was
a tough, determined, competitive young man
who only accepted the best of himself and
wanted to give his best for his country.”

Donn Edmunds read an excerpt from a
paper his son wrote while in high school:

“In 10 years I see myself still in the Army.
I believe I will make a career out of the
Army, which would mean staying in for 20 to
25 years. I will be contributing to myself as
well as the defense of this country and the
betterment of the world.”

Despite his short time in the Rangers,
Jonn Edmunds was the leader of a four- to
five-member team, supervising half of his
squad of 10 to 11 members, Lit. Col. Scott Kel-
ler of the Army Headquarters in Denver said
Monday.

Donn Edmunds, who characterized his
home as ‘‘ground zero in Wyoming,” said
while their son’s death has hit them hard, it
hasn’t changed his family’s attitude toward
the current war on terrorism.

‘“HEven in this time of loss, our family
wants to express our continued support for
our president and his policies regarding the
actions in Operation Enduring Freedom,” he
said.

The Edmunds family also expressed sym-
pathy for the family of Pfc. Kristofor
Stonesifer, 28, of Missoula, Mont., the other
Ranger killed in Friday’s crash.
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In a news release Monday, Gov. Jim
Geringer added his condolences to those of-
fered Sunday by other political leaders.

“Jonn Edmunds symbolizes the thousands
of young men and women who wear the mili-
tary uniform,” he said. ‘‘He was a model
high school student who voluntarily chose to
serve his country through service in the
military.

* * * * *

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
thank my friend from Wyoming for his
remarks. He and I attended the funeral
of Jonn Edmunds together. It was a
moving experience. I submitted my
statement earlier in the week. We car-
ried messages from President Bush and
Vice President CHENEY to the funeral.
It was a very moving event.

———
ENERGY POLICY

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
want to talk a moment about a couple
of subjects that I think are current cer-
tainly. One of them is the subject of
energy. Energy has been with us for a
long time. We have been talking about
a policy on energy. We have been talk-
ing about doing something to strength-
en our domestic production so that we
become less dependent on imports par-
ticularly from the Middle East.

We have talked about the need to do
something to help our economy, and
energy has something to do with it. So
it is an issue of security. We are now
nearly 60 percent dependent on foreign
oil.

0il, of course, causes the movement
and transportation not only in our
economy but in defense, so it becomes
even more important we deal with that
issue as we talk about a stimulus for
the economy. And we will be coming up
with a number of proposals we hope
will have an impact on the economy.
Energy, of course, probably has one of
the greatest impacts on the economy.
The idea we could move into doing
some development of facilities, we
could do some new efforts to produce
oil, would all have some impact on jobs
and on our economy.

We have been talking about it for
months now. We have had a number of
meetings out in the swamp that were
attended and supported by the adminis-
tration, by the President, by the Sec-
retary of Energy, by the Secretary of
Interior, to move forward with some-
thing. The House, of course, has al-
ready passed an energy bill.

We have been supported by groups of
seniors, and I think understandably so.
When utility rates go up, seniors on
fixed incomes are the ones who suffer
the most, and that is an experience we
have all been through. Certainly, we
have had also the support at these var-
ious meetings from labor unions, par-
ticularly the teamsters who have been
there time after time.

We have been joined by Native Amer-
icans from Alaska who are dealing with
that portion of energy. So we have had
support from a great many people.
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