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first number at their wedding dance, was
played for his funeral instead.

Edmunds and his father, Donn, shared ‘‘an
alphabetical connection’ of double Ns in the
spelling of their first names—and the frus-
tration of never having them spelled cor-
rectly, Forbes said.

Mary Edmunds told Forbes that her son
began training for his life’s vocation at the
age of 3. ‘“‘He was all action—running, run-
ning, running.”’

‘“‘He had what we call older brother’s syn-
drome,”’” Forbes added. ‘‘He was always pick-
ing up his younger brother Seth, carrying
him on his shoulders and dragging him
around.

“Their play began with squirt guns, then
moved to laser tag. Seth, always the young-
est competitor would take refuge in the
house.”

Paintball was the favorite, and Jonn was
always victorious.

“‘One time, Dad joined the game,” Forbes
continued. ‘‘He lifted his head slightly above
his hiding place and Jonn got him—right
across the top of his head.”

Forbes said Edmunds enjoyed playing and
coaching soccer.

‘‘He liked coaching because he got to yell,”
she said. ‘It seems one of the things he hated
about basic training in the Army was getting
yelled at. He liked the leadership role bet-
ter—being the yeller instead of the yellee.”

Forbes said Edmunds’ younger sister
Alyssa remembers her brother as a tease who
loved to chase her and put June beetles in
her hair.

Alyssa, as introspective as her brother
was, had confided, ‘‘Jonn would have hated
all this attention.”

Forbes said one teenager in her congrega-
tion read Edmunds’ obituary, finishing with
the survivors, ‘‘all of Cheyenne.”’

‘“‘She interpreted this statement to mean
that all of Cheyenne are indeed survivors,”’
Forbes said. ‘It was touching, comforting
and reassuring that John gave his life so
that all of the citizens of Cheyenne may sur-
vive.”

Chaplain Capt. Paul Lasley of the 75th
Ranger Regiment in Fort Lewis, Wash., said
Edmunds personified the Ranger Creed every
day.

“Living the creed is a way of life. One
must struggle to balance a devotion to duty
with a corresponding devotion to one’s fam-
ily,” Lasley said.

“It is the essential uniqueness of the Rang-
er Creed that turns a drab, black and white
understanding of a ranger’s life into a color-
ful masterpiece.”

Staff Sgt. William Bader of the 3rd
Batallion, 756th Ranger Regiment in Fort
Benning, Ga., worked directly with
Edmunds.

“When I think of Jonn, I think of all the
little things,” Bader said. ‘‘Jonn never let
me down.”

Once, after a difficult operation, ‘I looked
at the rest of my boys. I could see that they
were tired. Then I looked at Jonn. He still
had that intense look on his face.

“That is the way I choose to remember
Jonn.”

The song, “I’'m Proud to Be an American,”’
played near the end of the memorial. It had
a powerful effect on the audience, which
stood in a spontaneous salute of Edmunds
and the country he served. Several joined
hands over their heads in a show of unity.
Applause burst forth at the song’s conclu-
sion.

Sen. Craig Thomas R-Wyo., read a state-
ment from Wyoming native Vice President
Cheney.

“I will not presume to offer comfort,” Che-
ney had written. Instead, he thanked the
Edmundses for their son’s patriotism and
courage.
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Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., presented Presi-
dent Bush’s statement to Anne Edmunds.

I am deeply saddened by the loss of your
husband,” Bush had said. ‘I hope you will
find solace in the knowledge that his sac-
rifice will not be forgotten. The nation is
grateful for Jonn’s service to our country.
We pray for comfort and healing in this dif-
ficult time.”

At the end of the service, an intense si-
lence fell in the facility as the waiting rang-
ers removed the flag from the casket, folded
it ceremoniously and presented it to
Edmunds family.

During the flag ceremony, people in the
audience stood quietly, barely breathing.
Many dabbed at their eyes, and their grief
was palpable.

The intensity of the silence was broken by
two bugles playing ‘“‘Taps,” then countered
by the equally loud 21-gun salute.

A startled child cried, and the audience
seemed to take a collective breath.

Following the memorial, family members
were escorted quietly from the room while
people in the audience stood reverently. The
family’s grief was reflected in many of their
faces.

Lasley summed up the purpose of the me-
morial: ‘“‘Jonn Edmunds is not honored today
exclusively for how he died.”

“We honor Jonn Edmunds for how he
lived.”

[From the Wyoming Tribute—Eagle, October
23, 2001]
GROUND ZERO IN WYOMING
(By Ilene Olson)

CHEYENNE.—A grieving Donn and Mary
Edmunds stood in their driveway Monday to
give Americans—and the world—a glimpse of
their son and the tragedy of his death.

Spc. Jonn J. Edmunds, was a member of
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 75th Rangers. He
died Friday in a helicopter crash in Pakistan

while providing rescue backup for U.S.
troops entering Afghanistan.
Donn Edmunds, occasionally fighting

tears, spoke for the family during the news
conference:

“Jonn decided in his senior year of high
school to join the Rangers because they were
an elite force, because he felt he was up to
the challenge and because he wanted to join
the military for their college benefits.

‘“He was extremely proud of his achieve-
ments as was the rest of his family. He was
a tough, determined, competitive young man
who only accepted the best of himself and
wanted to give his best for his country.”

Donn Edmunds read an excerpt from a
paper his son wrote while in high school:

“In 10 years I see myself still in the Army.
I believe I will make a career out of the
Army, which would mean staying in for 20 to
25 years. I will be contributing to myself as
well as the defense of this country and the
betterment of the world.”

Despite his short time in the Rangers,
Jonn Edmunds was the leader of a four- to
five-member team, supervising half of his
squad of 10 to 11 members, Lit. Col. Scott Kel-
ler of the Army Headquarters in Denver said
Monday.

Donn Edmunds, who characterized his
home as ‘‘ground zero in Wyoming,” said
while their son’s death has hit them hard, it
hasn’t changed his family’s attitude toward
the current war on terrorism.

‘“HEven in this time of loss, our family
wants to express our continued support for
our president and his policies regarding the
actions in Operation Enduring Freedom,” he
said.

The Edmunds family also expressed sym-
pathy for the family of Pfc. Kristofor
Stonesifer, 28, of Missoula, Mont., the other
Ranger killed in Friday’s crash.
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In a news release Monday, Gov. Jim
Geringer added his condolences to those of-
fered Sunday by other political leaders.

“Jonn Edmunds symbolizes the thousands
of young men and women who wear the mili-
tary uniform,” he said. ‘‘He was a model
high school student who voluntarily chose to
serve his country through service in the
military.

* * * * *

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
thank my friend from Wyoming for his
remarks. He and I attended the funeral
of Jonn Edmunds together. It was a
moving experience. I submitted my
statement earlier in the week. We car-
ried messages from President Bush and
Vice President CHENEY to the funeral.
It was a very moving event.

———
ENERGY POLICY

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
want to talk a moment about a couple
of subjects that I think are current cer-
tainly. One of them is the subject of
energy. Energy has been with us for a
long time. We have been talking about
a policy on energy. We have been talk-
ing about doing something to strength-
en our domestic production so that we
become less dependent on imports par-
ticularly from the Middle East.

We have talked about the need to do
something to help our economy, and
energy has something to do with it. So
it is an issue of security. We are now
nearly 60 percent dependent on foreign
oil.

0il, of course, causes the movement
and transportation not only in our
economy but in defense, so it becomes
even more important we deal with that
issue as we talk about a stimulus for
the economy. And we will be coming up
with a number of proposals we hope
will have an impact on the economy.
Energy, of course, probably has one of
the greatest impacts on the economy.
The idea we could move into doing
some development of facilities, we
could do some new efforts to produce
oil, would all have some impact on jobs
and on our economy.

We have been talking about it for
months now. We have had a number of
meetings out in the swamp that were
attended and supported by the adminis-
tration, by the President, by the Sec-
retary of Energy, by the Secretary of
Interior, to move forward with some-
thing. The House, of course, has al-
ready passed an energy bill.

We have been supported by groups of
seniors, and I think understandably so.
When utility rates go up, seniors on
fixed incomes are the ones who suffer
the most, and that is an experience we
have all been through. Certainly, we
have had also the support at these var-
ious meetings from labor unions, par-
ticularly the teamsters who have been
there time after time.

We have been joined by Native Amer-
icans from Alaska who are dealing with
that portion of energy. So we have had
support from a great many people.
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Yesterday there was a two-page ad in
the Hill newspaper of all the people
who are supporting doing something
with energy policy. So there is very
wide support for it.

We have not, however, gotten support
from the majority leader to bring it to
the floor. We believe that is one of the
legislative efforts that should have a
high priority before we can finish our
work, which I hope we will do rel-
atively soon.

So there is much that needs to be
done. A policy in energy, of course, has
to do with conservation, how we in our
homes and in our cars can do more to
conserve energy. It has to do with re-
newables. We need to put an emphasis
on renewables so we can strengthen
that aspect of production. We certainly
need to do more on research so that we
can find, for instance, ways to even
more cleanly use coal and other kinds
of volume resources.

We have to talk about production.
We have to talk about access to public
lands. We can have production. We
have shown that in Wyoming one can
go into an area and have production
without destroying the environment,
and we should do it in a very careful
way, and indeed we will.

So despite the need for both the eco-
nomic boost and for the defense and se-
curity aspect of it, we have not been
able to cause the majority to bring this
before the Senate. We urge it be done
and done quickly. We need to bring this
bill forward and deal with it. Perhaps
we will deal with the House bill, but we
need to bring it up and make some
judgments.

———

AIRLINE SECURITY PERSONNEL:
FEDERAL OR PRIVATE

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, on
another item I want to comment on
that I have heard quite a bit about, the
House passed last night the airport se-
curity bill, and I am glad they finally
did. Of course, the big controversial
issue was whether or not those per-
sonnel that are in airports would be
Federal employees or whether they
would be civilians overseen by a Fed-
eral agency.

First of all, often, particularly in the
media, there has been the impression
that we either have Federal employees
or continue to do it the way it is being
done.

That is not the case. What is being
talked about, if it is done without Fed-
eral employees, is the Federal Govern-
ment would have oversight and the au-
thority to authorize these kinds of ac-
tivities; they would be overseen by a
Federal agency, hopefully a law en-
forcement agency. There would be cri-
teria for employees, there would be
tests for employees, there would be
measurements to be taken, all enforced
by the Federal Government. The idea
that would continue to be what it is,
unless it is Federal employees, is not
true.

The other interesting point is there
has been a lot of reference, both by the
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media and also by the Members in the
House pushing for Federal employees,
to it passing 100-0 in the Senate. It did,
indeed, but the reason is there are lots
of things in that bill in addition to the
matter of what kind of employees we
have for airport security. Many Mem-
bers would have preferred to have seen
what the House put in, but we knew we
did not have the votes. We wanted to
pass the bill because of what it con-
tained. The idea that it passed 100-0
does not mean there are not people in
the Senate who would like to see this
done in the manner as passed by the
House.

As we go to a conference, I hope we
can do that quickly. That is one of the
most important and timely things to
do.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

———

APPRECIATION FOR EFFORT OF
SENATOR THOMAS

Mr. ENZI. I take this opportunity to
thank the senior Senator from Wyo-
ming, Mr. THOMAS, for all of the efforts
he has made in three areas, as well as
a lot of other areas, but particularly in
three areas.

Energy, of course, of which he spoke,
he has been one of the Members push-
ing for an energy policy for this coun-
try since I have known him, which has
been quite a while. It looks as if we
have the opportunity to get that done
soon. It will be largely due to his ef-
forts on the committee and on the
floor.

I also thank him for the effort he is
making in the agricultural area. Our
State is very dependent on agriculture.
He serves on the Agriculture Com-
mittee. I think he is the first person
from Wyoming to serve in 40 years. He
got in it at a particularly crucial time,
as we were redoing the farm bill. I
know that is extremely difficult work.
When there are 10 Senators together,
they offer 20 opinions. Trying to mold
those into one bill can be extremely
difficult.

Of course, the Senator serves on the
Finance Committee, as well. That is
from where the stimulus package is
coming. Again, there are multiple
opinions regarding that package.

I appreciate the efforts and leader-
ship of the Senator in all of those
areas. I look forward to the great pack-
ages we will have as a result.

RACE FOR THE CURE

I also mention another effort led by
his wife, the Race for the Cure, the
breast cancer effort in our State. The
four honorary chairs are his wife—defi-
nitely not an honorary chair; she
spends a great deal of time all year
working to raise funds to make people
more aware of the need for breast can-
cer testing, treatment, and early detec-
tion. She is an honorary chair, along
with our Governor’s wife, Sherri
Geringer, my wife, Diana, and Con-
gresswoman BARBARA CUBIN’s husband,
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Fritz. They all work a lot of time dur-
ing the year.

Last weekend, we were at a function
that kicks off the next year’s Race for
the Cure. It is well underway. It is a
great effort. It saves life, both men’s
and women’s lives. That evening we
were in Rock Springs, WY, for a dif-
ferent function called Cowboys Against
Cancer. This event is not limited to
any particular type of cancer. Rock
Springs puts on an annual fundraising
event where anyone in the community
with cancer receives funds from this
foundation, up to $1,000, to help offset
some of their expenses during the year.
It is a great community effort to help
out neighbors.

They asked me to emphasize that,
even though we have this focus in the
United States on terrorism, anybody
who comes down with cancer has a
form of terrorism. It is important we
keep giving the ways we have been giv-
ing, as well as giving in new ways. The
American people are the most giving
people in the world. This is a time
when we need to give in new ways, but
we need to continue the old ways, as
well.

When somebody in your family comes
down with cancer, you have ground
zero in your home, too. That is the po-
tential for a total loss. I hope every-
body keeps up all of those efforts, as
well as the new emphasis.

I yield the floor.

Mr. THOMAS. I thank the Senator
for his kind comments and I certainly
enjoy working together.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————
TROUBLING TIMES

Mr. TORRICELLI. Madam President,
these are, for all Americans, troubling
times. While we are defending our Na-
tion at home and abroad, we find our-
selves with conflicting emotions. We
are by nature a peaceful people but a
people of enormous resolve, with a
great love of our Nation, our culture,
and each other. We respect each other’s
faiths. We respect the faiths and cul-
tures of those of other nations.

This mix of emotions has placed us in
an extraordinary position. Two prin-
cipal issues arise from this dilemma.
First, in the midst of a military cam-
paign in Afghanistan, we now find the
religious holidays of the Muslim faith
upon us, the celebration of Ramadan.
It is a central date on the Islamic cal-
endar.

The second issue is the extent to
which our military operations in Af-
ghanistan involve the inevitability and
the tragedy of civilian casualties. I
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