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emotionally disturbed, physically handicapped,
alcoholics and drug addicts.

My legislation, H. Con. Res 228, would ex-
press to the States that these funds be expe-
ditiously distributed to the proper Agencies so
that needed services for the children who lost
parents or a guardian during the attacks of
September 11 may be rendered.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is greatly need-
ed now.

Foster Care and Adoption Services: These
services are crucial to any child who has lost
their parent(s) or guardian. The importance of
providing such services expeditiously cannot
be underestimated, particularly in light of
compounding emotional trauma endured by
these children.

At a recent Congressional Children’s Cau-
cus briefing held on October 12th, 2001, Cindy
Freidmutter, Executive Director of the Evan B.
Donaldson Adoption Institute in New York
spoke to this issue. She noted that after Sep-
tember 11, the Adoption Institute proposed the
Permanency Project to minimize further trau-
ma and uncertainty in the lives of children who
lost one or both parents in the attacks.

This project is needed due to the uncertain
future faced by children who have lost their
parent(s) or guardian. For many of these chil-
dren, extended family members become deci-
sion-makers and permanent caregiver for
these children. Some children, however, may
not have a relative or friend to assume paren-
tal responsibility and eventually enter the pub-
lic welfare system. Other children find them-
selves moved around from relative to relative.

Best practices and research in the fields of
adoption and child welfare dictate that two
considerations should be paramount in offer-
ing crisis services to these children and their
families/caregivers. First, it is critical to quickly
institute and support a stable family structure
because repeated changes in caregivers for
displaced children can cause irreparable harm.
Second, children who have lost their parent
benefit by having a permanent caregiver who
is a family member or close family friend, and
when possible, it is beneficial for such children
to remain with their siblings. Separation from
remaining biological family members can
cause these children significant additional
trauma.

This resolution recognizes these needs, and
to the greatest extent possible, provides for
services that best serve these children.

Medical and Nutritional Services: Without a
parent or guardian to provide regular medical
and nutritional services, children face wors-
ening situations still. This resolution ensures
that such services are available.

Psychological Services: According to the
National Mental Health Association, children
who experience such trauma are at extreme
risk of mental disorders, particularly in situa-
tions such as this, where ongoing trauma ex-
ists due to the loss of parents or a guardian.
For example, children who lost a parent in the
Bosnian War still experience chronic depres-
sion, post traumatic stress disorder, and grief,
even years after the Bosnian War ended.
These children have been further deprived of
a normal grieving process due to difficult and
painful thoughts in the way in which their
loved one died. As a result, these children
needed and continue to need intensive and
long-term mental health services.

Importantly, the trauma that the Bosnian
War children endured closely parallels that of
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the children who lost parents or a guardian in
the September 11, 2001 tragedies because
the circumstances and violence of the loss is
analogous.

The combination of witnessing and experi-
encing traumatic events and multiple environ-
mental and family factors further contributes to
various mental health problems. Statistics indi-
cate that only one in five children with a seri-
ous emotional disturbance receive mental
health specialty services. That's why | intro-
duced H.R. 75, the “Give a Kid a Chance Om-
nibus Mental Health Services Act of 2001” to
promote mental health among all children and
their families and to provide early intervention
services to ameliorate identified mental health
problems in children and adolescents. This
legislation is greatly needed, but the resolution
before us today, H. Con. Res. 228, effectively
address the issue of mental health in our chil-
dren in light of these tragedies.

Mental health is indispensable to personal
well-being, family and interpersonal relation-
ships, and contribution to community or soci-
ety. This resolution recognizes the need for
such services and makes them available.

Educational Services: Clearly, children dis-
placed from their homes, communities, and
families must be stabilized as soon as pos-
sible, before further damage is done. One of
the most important factors in providing such
stability immediately, and in preventing further
de-stabilization is maintaining the level of edu-
cation that existed prior to the loss of the par-
ent(s) or guardian. This resolution provides for
such services.

Other Services: Finally, other services may
be deemed appropriate in light of the situation
as it progresses. While it is impossible to an-
ticipate and enumerate every conceivable situ-
ation calling for the need for such services,
this resolution recognizes the need for com-
mon sense and discretion in determining what
services are needed given the particular situa-
tion as it applies to children.

Update on Mr. Calderon and His Children:
Mr. Calderon is 39 years old and moved to
New York City from the Dominican Republic 7
years ago. He and his children currently reside
in the Washington Heights neighborhood of
Manhattan.

At an October 12 briefing sponsored by the
Congressional  Children’s ~ Caucus,  Mr.
Calderon spoke about his wife Lizie Martinez-
Calderon, who is still missing from the attack
at the World Trade Center.

Lizie was employed with Aon Financial
Group, which was located on the 100th floor
of Tower 2. They were married in 1996.

The Calderons have two young children,
Naomi, 4 years old, and Neftali, 20 months,
Mr. Calderon is a school bus driver, but was
force to take a leave of absence in order to
care for his children.

As a result of that briefing, which included a
panel of experts whose agencies deliver serv-
ices to families, Mr. Calderon is now able to
provide for his children. The American Red
Cross, with the personal assistance of Ron
Houle, presented Mr. Calderon with 2 months
rent, and will be providing food and winter
clothes for his children shortly. Mr. Calderon is
also expecting financial assistance from the
Red Cross to help with living expenses and to
help secure a future for his children. Because
of this greatly needed assistance, Mr.
Calderon is able to return to his job in a few
weeks.
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Afghan Children: While H. Con. Res. 228
specifically speaks on the children who lost
parents during the September 11 attacks,
there are millions of children in Afghanistan
who will lose a father and/or mother as a re-
sult of the War Against Terrorism. A genera-
tion of Afghan children is at risk. We cannot
forget these children and they will be the focus
on an upcoming briefing co-sponsored by the
Children’s Caucus.

As Members of Congress, we bare the great
burden of providing and protecting these chil-
dren. This is perhaps our greatest and most
sacred responsibility. So today | urge us all to
come together as parents, as leaders, and as
Americans to provide these children with the
services and benefits that they so desperately
need are entitled to.

Thank you. God bless the Children, and
God bless the United States of America.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENT TO

OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2500, DE-
PARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,

JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002

Mr. ROHRABACHER (during the Spe-
cial Order of Ms. JACKSON-LEE of
Texas). Mr. Speaker, I hereby give no-
tice that I intend to offer a motion to
instruct conferees.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. ROHRABACHER moves that the man-
agers on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two
houses on the bill, H.R. 2500, be instructed to
insist on the language contained in section
626 of the House-passed bill and section 623 of
the Senate amendment, prohibiting the use
of funds in the bill by the Department of
Justice or the Department of State to file a
motion in any court opposing a civil action
against any Japanese person or corporation
for compensation or reparations in which the
plaintiff alleges that, as an American pris-
oner of war during World War II, he or she
was used as slave or forced labor.

————

DENOUNCING BRUTAL TREATMENT
OF AFGHAN WOMEN AND WOMEN
AROUND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHROCK). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCcDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, as the co-chair of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Women’s Issues, I
am here again to denounce the brutal
and horrific treatment directed against
Afghan women and women around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I have developed a
track record for supporting legislation
and championing causes that support
the needs of women, such as pay equity
and the enforcement of antidiscrimina-
tion laws.

My passion for supporting the needs
and rights of disenfranchised women
and children has motivated me to urge
my fellow House colleagues to join me
in denouncing oppression wherever it is
manifest.
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