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The company hired a subcontractor
to do that. What is unusual here is the
setting. Ground zero has just been de-
stroyed in an act which is attributed to
illegal immigrants or undesirable im-
migrants. They are hunting all over
the country for undesirable immi-
grants, but the contractor brings in il-
legal immigrants to do part of the
cleaning work at the World Trade Cen-
ter, and of course, the people are so
crooked they do not even bother to pay
the workers, and they make a mistake,
and it becomes a matter in the paper.

One of the workers was named
Cecilia Ramirez, but what is important
here, and I would like to submit this
entire article, is a documentation of
the utter contempt they have for a
working class that would go outside on
a critical matter like cleanup work
around ground zero and get illegal im-
migrants and bring them into New
York City while other people are look-
ing for work and these kinds of jobs.

I will include this article that ap-
peared in the New York Times on Octo-
ber 19th in the RECORD.

[From the New York Times, Oct. 19, 2001]
DAY LABORERS AT GROUND ZERO SAY THEY

ARE NOT BEING PAID

(By Somini Sengupta)
The state attorney general’s office is inves-

tigating complaints that day laborers hired
to clear debris from office buildings sur-
rounding the site of the World Trade Center
have not been paid, some of them for up to
two weeks of work.

The complaints here are hardly unusual.
Day laborers are frequently illegal immi-
grants who are promised payment in cash.
They have no formal employment contracts,
and they know their employer only through
a crew leader who hires them on a street cor-
ner.

Officials with the cleaning company in this
case, Milro Services Inc., of Freeport, N.Y.,
say they are not responsible for hiring and
paying laborers; the company hired a sub-
contractor to do that. (Late yesterday after-
noon, the subcontractor said she was making
arrangements to pay the workers.)

What is unusual here is the setting. In this
case, the day laborers are at the center of
the mammoth cleanup effort in Lower Man-
hattan. By 8 a.m. each morning, they are
lined up, 100 deep, on the corner of Broadway
and Fulton Street for a day’s work. Escorted
past barricades by police officers, they clear
shards of glass, wipe soot off desks and sweep
floors covered with ash and debris.

They are promised $60 for an 8 hour shift,
$90 if they work 12 hours, and the buildings
they clean include the offices of several city
and federal agencies. But in interviews at
the hiring site this week, several laborers,
including some men and women freshly un-
employed from shops and delis near the trade
center, said they had not seen a dime for
their work—some for a week, some for two.

One man, Gonzalo Carmona, opened his
datebook and pointed to his nine days of
work, starting on Oct. 1; by his calculations,
he was owed $780. A woman, Cecilia Linares,
said she had worked for seven days straight;
when she asked about pay, the woman who
hired her, whom she said she knew only by
her first name, Lumi, told her, ‘‘Tomorrow,
tomorrow, tomorrow.’’

Early Wednesday morning, Ms. Linares
showed up again and looked, in vain, for the
woman.

The complaints first surfaced when an or-
ganizer with the New York Committee for
Occupational Safety and Health went to the
hiring line to talk to workers about safety
precautions; he heard an earful about how
they were not being paid.

Yesterday morning, lawyers from the state
attorney general’s office came and the work-
ers lodged their complaints.

‘‘They gave us very specific information
about where they worked, what they were
promised, what they were paid, what they
weren’t paid,’’ said Patricia Smith, the as-
sistant attoney general in charge of the
agency’s labor bureau, whose offices are
around the corner from the hiring site.
‘‘We’ve talked to the employer, we are inves-
tigating and, hopefully, we’ll be able to re-
solve it.’’

Officials with Milro Services said yester-
day that they were surprised and dismayed
to learn of the charges. But they said hiring
and paying the day laborers was not the
company’s responsibility, but that of a su-
pervisor, Lumi Morel, who was acting as a
subcontractor.

‘‘I don’t like that this is happening, if it is
happening,’’ said Tom Milici, the vice presi-
dent of Milro. But, he added, ‘‘that’s out of
my hands.’’

Late yesterday afternoon, Ms. Morel,
reached by telephone, said she had been de-
layed in paying the workers because of pa-
perwork. She said that she owed money to
about 80 workers, and that she planned to
pay them by today.

Continuing in the same vein, sud-
denly beyond September 11 we had the
crisis of anthrax. Anthrax is a very
deadly substance, as we all know. I
need not waste the time here to repeat
what the Centers for Disease Control
and the numerous press conferences
over the last 2 weeks have told us
about anthrax. We vacated the House
of Representatives because of the an-
thrax possibilities, the scare. There is a
Senate building which still remains va-
cant, the Hart Building, because of the
anthrax scare.

What happened when it was discov-
ered in the post office where working
people work? What happened when it
was clear that there was a danger to
workers? We have two deaths, postal
workers, two deaths that I consider to
be totally unnecessary. If we had acted
faster, if information had moved faster,
if the people in charge of combating
the anthrax problem had moved faster,
with more purpose, these two men
would not be dead, in my opinion.

I think triage was practiced. The in-
tention was focused on the important
people. We have Congressmen, Senators
on Capitol Hill, and given the fact that
we were not prepared, we have limited
people who know how to handle this
problem, which is most unfortunate
and a little unforgivable because an-
thrax has been a clearly recognized
problem since the Gulf War. They even,
at one point, ordered all members of
the Army to be vaccinated against an-
thrax.

If we became worried about anthrax
during the Gulf War and we have had a
situation where at one point all the
members of the Army were ordered to
be vaccinated against anthrax, why is
there so little expertise in the country
when an anthrax outbreak occurs in

Washington, so little expertise that we
do not have enough to take care of the
situation at the post office, at the
same time we take care of the situa-
tion on the Hill in Senate and House
buildings? They did not move fast
enough. Information did not flow fast
enough.

Our hospital system has been under
pressure for the last 20 years and cer-
tainly will see no relief because of the
ideologues in this Congress who insist
that we continue to cut local facilities,
hospital facilities unnecessarily. Of
course, in the Washington, D.C., area
they closed down D.C. General Hos-
pital.

We watched the spectacle of two
postmen who went to a hospital and be-
cause the hospital was so badly in-
formed, because of their own pressures,
they were turned away, and when they
went back the next day, they were al-
ready dying. Here is a triage setup, and
here is a setup which flows out of the
inadequacy of our basic health system.

We should have a health system
which is not just prepared to combat
terrorism, but one that makes certain
everybody gets equal and rapid treat-
ment. It did not happen. Joseph P.
Curseen is dead as a result. Thomas
Lee Morris is dead as a result.

Then we have the spectacle of the
D.C. General Hospital being used as a
major headquarters for the process of
dispensing the antibiotic and giving
out information. D.C. General Hospital
has been closed. The same economic
forces, the same pitch on our health
care facilities that has gone on
throughout the country has forced the
closure of D.C. General Hospital. But
because there was no other place, the
emergency center had to be set up at
the D.C. General Hospital. The working
class had to do with a closed hospital,
a jerry-built situation to take care of a
major problem.

Joseph P. Curseen is dead. Thomas
Lee Morris is dead. They were postal
workers at the bottom of the heap, and
we are not taking care of our working
families when we allow that kind of
system to take place. When decisions
are made, triage decisions, some people
are more important than others.

It is important we go forward with a
health care system that serves every-
body. That health care system would
certainly be ready for any kind of bio-
terrorism in the future, and workers’
families would be treated in the same
manner as any other families. There
would be no priority set for anybody.
Everyone would have the same service.

I conclude by saying that working
families in the struggle against ter-
rorism are as important as any other
component. They may be the most im-
portant component in our struggle
against terrorism.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
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amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 2944. An act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002, and for other purposes.

The message was announced that the
Senate insist, upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2944) entitled ‘‘An Act
making appropriations for the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia and
other activities chargeable in whole or
in part against the revenues of said
District for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses,’’ requests a conference with the
House on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon, and appoints Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. REED, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. DEWINE, Mrs. HUTCHISON,
and Mr. STEVENS, to be the conferees
on the part of the Senate.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. KAPTUR) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. MCKINNEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. STUPAK, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. ALLEN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KUCINICH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. STEARNS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. COLLINS, for 5 minutes, November
8.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. ISSA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. STEARNS, for 5 minutes, today.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 36 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, November 8, 2001, at
10 a.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4527. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of State Plans for Designated Facilities;
Puerto Rico [Region II Docket No. PR6–233a,
FRL–7093–9] received October 26, 2001, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4528. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; One-Hour Ozone Attainment Dem-
onstration for Philadelphia—Wilmington—
Trenton Ozone Nonattainment Area [MD–
074–3085; FRL–7089–1] received October 26,
2001, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4529. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dela-
ware; Post-1996 Rate-of-Progress Plans and
One-Hour Ozone Attainment Demonstration
for the Philadelphia—Wilmington—Trenton
Ozone Nonattainment Area [DE–1033; FRL–
7089–3] received October 26, 2001, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4530. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Control of
Air Pollution for Volatile Organic Com-
pounds, Solvent Using Processes, Surface
Coating Processes, Aerospace Manufacturing
and Rework Operations [TX–129–1–7471a;
FRL–7091–3] received October 26, 2001, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4531. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Control of
Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides From Sta-
tionary Sources in the Houston/Galveston
Ozone Nonattainment Area [TX–134–8–7532;
FRL–7092–7] received October 26, 2001, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4532. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Lawn Serv-
ice Equipment Operating Restrictions; and
Requirements for Motor Vehicle Idling for
the Houston/Galveston (HG) Ozone Non-
attainment Area [TX–133–1–7493; FRL–7092–8]
received October 26, 2001, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4533. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Houston/
Galveston Ozone Nonattainment Area Vehi-
cle Miles Traveled Offset Plan [TX–28–1–7538;
FRL–7092–4] received October 26, 2001, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4534. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality State Implementation Plans
(SIP); Texas: Low Emission Diesel Fuel [TX–
134–5–7509; FRL–7091–5] received October 26,
2001, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4535. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,

transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Canada [Transmittal No. DTC
136–01], pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on International Relations.

4536. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Norway [Transmittal No. DTC
121–01], pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on International Relations.

4537. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Japan [Transmittal No. DTC 119–
01], pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

4538. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a report
on the temporary and permanent U.S. mili-
tary personnel and U.S. civilians retained as
contractors in Colombia involved in sup-
porting Plan Colombia; to the Committee on
International Relations.

4539. A letter from the Director, Congres-
sional Budget Office, transmitting notifica-
tion on the growth of real gross national
product during the third quarter of 2001, pur-
suant to 2 U.S.C. 904(j); (H. Doc. No. 107–144);
jointly to the Committees on the Budget and
Rules, and ordered to be printed.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 279. Resolution waiving
points of order against the conference report
to accompany the bill (H.R. 2620) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and for sundry independent agencies,
boards, commissions, corporations, and of-
fices for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002 (Rept. 107–273). Referred to the House
Calendar.

f

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. EVANS, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr.
REYES, Mr. STUMP, Mr. FILNER, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr.
BUYER, Ms. BROWN of Florida, Mr.
MCKEON, Ms. CARSON of Indiana, Mr.
BAKER, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Mr. SIMMONS,
Mr. SHOWS, Mr. BROWN of South Caro-
lina, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, Mr. POMEROY, Mr. SANDERS,
Ms. LEE, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mrs. JOHN-
SON of Connecticut, Mrs. THURMAN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. BOEHNER, Mr. PICK-
ERING, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. HOLDEN,
Mr. DOYLE, Mr. EDWARDS, and Mr.
ABERCROMBIE):

H.R. 3240. A bill to amend 38, United States
Code, to restore certain education benefits of
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