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Ms. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to pay tribute to a woman who has been in-
valuable to California’s Central Coast, Mrs.
Margaret C. Mosher. Because of her generous
dedication and devotion to young people, Mrs.
Mosher was honored at the Annual Kids Auc-
tion on November 3, 2001, in Santa Barbara,
CA.

Proceeds from the Annual Kids Auction will
benefit youth development programs at local
Boys and Girls Clubs throughout California’s
22nd Congressional District. Since its incep-
tion 18 years ago, this auction has raised over
a million dollars to support programs that ben-
efit over 4,000 youth a year. After school care,
computer training, and drug abuse and gang
prevention programs are only a few examples
of the services that will benefit from the auc-
tion proceeds.

It is fitting that the Annual Kids Auction will
be honoring Margaret Mosher this year, as
she has spent over 20 years dedicating her-
self to the Boys and Girls Club Organizations.
Striving to aid the organization in as many
ways as possible, 18 years ago Mrs. Mosher
established an annual fundraiser, the Bill Oli-
ver Memorial Golf Tournament. All of the pro-
ceeds of this tournament go directly to the
Goleta Boys and Girls Club.

In addition to her dedication to the Boys and
Girls Club, Mrs. Mosher is currently the presi-
dent of the Samuel B. Mosher Foundation.
She is also the president and owner of the
Dos Pueblos Orchid Company and the owner
of the Perry Investment Company. She is on
the advisory board of the Wilmer Eye Institute
at Johns Hopkins Hospital and the Inter-
national Eye Tissue Bank. She is also on the
board of directors for the John Tracy Clinic
and the Los Angeles Orphanage Guild. In
1992 Mrs. Mosher received the UCSB Alumni
Association’'s Honorary Alumni Award. She
has been a trustee of The UCSB Foundation
since 1983, and is a member of the
Chancellor's Council, the Lancaster Society
and the Legacy Circle.

Numerous children have benefited from Mrs.
Mosher’s generosity, and | am so pleased to
have this opportunity to honor her and thank
her for all the wonderful things she has ac-
complished.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Pyunic USA for their ac-
complishments over the past 11 years. Pyunic
USA is an Armenian-based association that is
dedicated to helping disabled individuals in Ar-
menia.

Pyunic was founded in 1989 to provide aid
to the children left disabled by the devastating
Armenian earthquake of 1988. Since its incep-
tion, Pyunic has evolved into an association
that supports all of the physically challenged in
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Armenia. The help they provide includes indi-
viduals born with disabilities and those who
were injured while defending Karabagh. Serv-
ices provided by Pyunic include physical and
mental rehabilitation, advocacy for the rights of
the disabled, annual summer/winter camp ses-
sions, and athletic paralympic training to all
disabled children and young adults throughout
Armenia.

With over 50 volunteers and only 4 staff
members Pyunic’s mission is to integrate the
disabled into Armenia’s mainstream life. The
organization takes pride in their efforts to de-
velop outstanding disabled athletes who travel
worldwide to compete in several marathons
and Paralympics. In 2000 Pyunic was selected
as the “Best Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) of Armenia for Youth.” Pyunic has cre-
ated working relationships with several inter-
national nongovernmental organizations, in-
cluding Save the Children International, the
World Rehabilitation Foundation and the
United Nations High Commission for Refu-
gees.

Pyunic has five main goals: to help disabled
become self-sufficient and contributing mem-
bers of Armenia, and integrate them into main-
stream life; to promote physical, social and
psychological rehabilitation; to utilize sports to
develop strong bodies and active minds; to
develop skills to meet challenges of life for the
disabled; to educate the public through dis-
semination of information on the issues of dis-
ability.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratulate Pyunic
USA for their commitment to improving the
lives of the disabled. | urge my colleagues to
join me in wishing Pyunic USA many more
years of continued success.

————————
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the students and faculty of White
Knoll Middle School in Columbia, SC, who, for
a number of weeks have been raising money
for a new fire truck to be presented to the
New York City Fire Department in the after-
math of the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

The students and faculty of White Knoll Mid-
dle School have embarked on a project that is
both uniquely appropriate and inspiring. While
people all across the country sought meaning-
ful ways to respond personally and collectively
to the despicable terriorist attacks commensu-
rate to the anguish they were feeling, the stu-
dents and faculty at White Knoll Middle School
committed to the purchase and “return” of a
fire truck to New York City as an expression
of their heartfelt empathy, faith, and resolve.

Mr. Speaker, as a former high school history
teacher and devout historic preservationist, |
share with you and my colleagues the dis-
covery of an intriguing historical link. Logbooks
kept at the Columbia Fire Department Mu-
seum in Columbia, SC, reveal that on June
27, 1867, two years after a Civil War fire de-
stroyed the city, a group of New York City fire-
fighters—former Union Soldiers—delivered a
fire truck to the city of Columbia that, at the
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time, was using citizen bucket brigades. The
burning of Columbia left deep wounds in the
South Carolina psyche, with many harboring ill
will against the North for decades. However,
logbooks indicate that New York firefighters
and Columbians of that period 134 years ago,
looked at the gift as an act of healing.

These students and their teachers are tell-
ing the citizens of New York City that Colum-
bia remembers. The hearts of New York City
firefighters reached out to Columbia 134 years
ago and now the hearts of the children at
White Knoll Middle are reaching out to New
York. At least $350,000 is needed for a new
fire engine and they are within a few thousand
dollars of reaching that figure. White Knoll
Middle raised $18,000 before their cause enti-
tled South Carolina Remembers, grew to in-
clude key business leaders, city officials, cor-
porations, civic organizations, and philan-
thropists from the Columbia area such as
SCANA, SCE&G, Mayor Bob Coble and Mr.
Sam Tenenbaum. They raised the funds by
using word of mouth and old-fashioned tech-
niques such as bake sales, car washes, gos-
pel concerts, and booths at the South Carolina
State Fair.

The fund raising effort continues to gain mo-
mentum as over $330,000 has been raised to
date—including a $50,000 pledge from an
anonymous donor. White Knoll Middle
School’s story of benevolence has caught the
attention of many local and national media
outlets and has been featured on CBS's
“Early Show,” as well as in People and Time
Magazines.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to please join me in honoring White Knoll Mid-
dle School for their outstanding work as they
emulate the beautiful and united fabric of
America. The students and faculty of White
Knoll Middle School have taught us once more
that history has a way of connecting us and
kindness has a way of multiplying the effects
of those connections.

——————
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with sadness that | note the death of a former
colleague and a great New Yorker, Mr. Gerald
Solomon, who passed away last month.

Jerry grew up in Delmar, New York and at-
tended Siena College and St. Lawrence Uni-
versity before enlisting in the Marines at the
onset of the Korean War. After serving his
country with honor as a member of the Armed
Forces, Jerry continued working for the nation
as a Member of Congress. But even as an
elected representative, when you spoke with
Jerry, you could easily guess his background.
Like the motto says, “once a Marine, always
a Marine.”

First elected in 1978, Jerry and | were in the
same freshman class of Congress as | too
was elected that year. | got to know, and be-
come very good friends with Jerry during the
20 years we served in the House together. He
was perhaps the most ardent supporter of our
nation’s veterans. As the Ranking Member on
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