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EVERYONE A SOLDIER

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2001

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a well-written essay by a constituent
of mine, Silvio Laccetti of Fairview, New Jer-
sey. Mr Laccetti is a professor of humanities
at Stevens Hoboken Institute of Technology
where he is developing leadership programs. I
ask that the text of his essay, ‘‘Everyone a
Soldier,’’ be entered into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD so that all Americans may read his
words. In the post-September 11 world, Mr.
Laccetti captures the new reality that all Amer-
icans are in a sense, ‘‘soldiers’’. My hope is
that Mr. Laccetti’s piece helps us to gain an
even greater appreciation for our freedom and
our country.

EVERYONE A SOLDIER

(By Silvio Laccetti)
It may not always have been well observed,

but for the last two centuries the wartime
line between civilian and military personnel
was pretty clear. Not any more.

In the 21st century, with wars fought
against agents of terror, there is no clear
distinction between a combatant and a non-
combatant. Hijacked planes attack office
towers. Anthrax arrives in postal envelopes.
The government periodically issues high-
alert warnings, suggesting imminent danger.

In America today, there is a sense that
anything can happen to anyone at anytime.
Everyone’s a target, so everyone must be a
soldier.

If we are all soldiers, what then are the
‘‘weapons’’ we carry? What will get us
through these wars and how will traits that
are especially American help us triumph?

First, we have to be fit. The old catch-
phrase ‘‘stick to your guns’’ applies in this
case. For today’s American, it means to
focus anew under stress. So, go to your work,
go to play, honor your obligations and dream
about a better future as soldiers always
have. And let’s become inspired and ener-
gized to do the best we can ever do in our
daily roles. Recall Dan Rather’s own re-
sponse to terrorism—a desire to produce the
best journalism he has ever done. After the
initial shock of 9/11, America seems now to
be undergoing a resurgence of excellence. Ex-
cellence is a fitness that never fails.

Love of freedom and creativity stored in
our arsenals of democracy will also empower
each of us in our battle against terrorism. As
Paul McCartney sang out in his original song
dedicated at the Concert for New York, we
will fight for our right to live in freedom.
And in that fight we will employ the kind of
creativity few soldiers or armies ever get to
enjoy. When things are snafu’ed, the indi-
vidual soldier finds a solution on his or her
own. Witness the creativity of the heroes on
Flight 93 who prevented another attack by
giving their own lives. Acts of heroism, great
and small, will mark the vigilance and deter-
mination of a free people. Freedom and cre-
ativity are the ordnance of our Free Ameri-
cans.

All soldiers need leaders and to have faith
in them. We’ve been blessed with great ones
in this crisis. Mayor Giuliani and President
Bush have been extraordinary. Others, like
Colin Powell and Donald Rumsfeld have
demonstrated reassuring leadership. But be-
cause we are in the unique situation of ev-
eryone a soldier, we must assume self-leader-
ship. Each American must motivate himself/
herself to take command of their fears and

hesitation. This means we must get on with
life, today and tomorrow, and look for God’s
presence in the trenches. Self-leadership is
always a good thing. If you are forever in
fear and uncertainty, you already live in ter-
ror.

America. Land of the Free and the Home of
the Brave. We will lead lives undaunted and
cling to the heritage and ideals that guide
America in the war against terror. In this
war, everyone is a soldier.
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FAST TRACK AND ANY FREE
TRADE LEGISLATION MUST RE-
FLECT THE NEEDS OF RURAL
AMERICA

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI
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Friday, November 16, 2001

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, the House may
soon vote on fast track legislation, to swiftly
move another massive free trade bill through
this body.

Mr. Speaker, I am not opposed to free
trade.

In fact, I support any trade measures that
increase production and commerce in our
country, and create new jobs for our people.

But I am reminded of the old saying that
goes: ‘‘Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me
twice, shame on me!’’

I am concerned that any future trade agree-
ment could have devastating consequences
similar to those of NAFTA.

Since NAFTA was implemented in 1994,
many American manufacturing plants shut
down when they took their business elsewhere
to take advantage of pitifully low wages and
tax environmental laws.

They left thousands of dedicated American
workers in the lurch and forced local small
businesses to close.

Many of these plants are located in rural
areas. Small rural towns depend on the suc-
cess of one plant. If that factory closes, it de-
stroys the economy of the town, or even an
entire county. Workers have no place else to
find work.

In rural areas, when a factory shuts down,
there are no jobs to be re-trained for! Once-
vibrant American communities become ghost
towns.

In Mississippi, walk down the main streets in
places like Prentiss, or Mendenhall, or Monti-
cello, or my hometown of Bassfield, and you
will see what I mean.

NAFTA took away jobs and tore commu-
nities apart. We must be mindful of the similar
unintended consequences of any future free
trade agreements, and not repeat this calam-
ity.

We must protect the people and commu-
nities that might otherwise lose jobs if we do
not build-in protections for them. We must not
turn people into simple statistics. We should
not leave any community behind in the name
of progress.

Future trade agreements need to address
the needs of rural America. I stand ready to
work with advocates of Fast Track and other
trade agreements if we know they reflect
these needs.

But if they don’t, Mr. Speaker, I can assure
you that my colleagues from rural America
and I won’t be footed again!

DENNIS KOONS: BANKING ON THE
FUTURE

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN
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Friday, November 16, 2001
Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor my close and longtime friend Dennis
Koons as he prepares to end the chapter of
his life as Chief Executive Officer of the Michi-
gan Association of Realtors. Dennis has led
many battles during his tenure, but in doing so
he has always equally earned the respect and
friendship of those on his side as well as
those with other viewpoints.

I have known Dennis since our early days
as staff members in the State Legislature and
it comes as no surprise that his organizational
and leadership skills have been instrumental
both in his success and in the success of the
Michigan Association of Realtors. Dennis has
guided this 26,000-member statewide trade
association with a steady hand and an eye to
the future. His efforts to develop long-range
strategic planning will provide untold benefits
for the association for years to come.

Dennis has worked hard over the past six
years to identify achievable goals and to put
the full force and influence of the organiza-
tion’s membership to work in advocating for
legislative initiatives to improve the business
climate for realtors throughout the state of
Michigan. His achievements include drafting
the Land Conservation Plat, which set the
standard for land use discussions in Lansing,
and writing the Detroit Title Report for Gov-
ernor John Engler in an effort to help revitalize
the thousands of vacant land parcels in the
city of Detroit.

However, the workplace is not the only
place to which Dennis has spread his involve-
ment and enthusiasm for quality. He has done
significant work on behalf of many boards and
associations, including Michigan Habitat for
Humanity, the People and Land Advisory
Board and the Board of Directors for the Em-
ployers’ Unemployment Compensation Coun-
cil. His wife, Linda, and children, Brian and
Kevin, also deserve credit for providing the
love and support so necessary to his profes-
sional success and to his dedication to volun-
teer efforts in the community.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to applaud Den-
nis Koons for his years of commitment to the
Michigan Association of Realtors and to the
state of Michigan, both professionally and out-
side of the office. He has served his profes-
sion and his community well, and he will be
sorely missed by his friends and coworkers. I
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Dennis and in wishing him the very best in his
new position leading the Michigan Bankers
Association.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM F. HIZNAY

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.
OF OHIO
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, as the Rep-
resentative of the citizens of the 17th Con-
gressional District of Ohio, it brings me great
pleasure to pay tribute to William F. Hiznay,
as he receives the rank of Eagle Scout.
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