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by the Bayonne Board of Education for the
past ten years as a teacher and guidance
counselor.

She is an active volunteer in a variety of or-
ganizations: she was the first female President
of Ireland’s 32 in 1992; elected by Ireland’s 32
as the first “Irishwoman of the Year” in 1985;
elected to Bayonne St. Patrick's Parade Com-
mittee and was the first female Chairperson
elected in 1991; and is currently serving her
eighth consecutive term as the General Chair-
person. She raised funds for the Hudson
County March of Dimes; is a member of the
Art Auction Committee for the Bayonne Hos-
pital Foundation; and co-hosts a weekly Irish-
American radio show.

Mrs. Connelly received the State of New
Jersey Governor’'s Teacher Recognition Award
in 1992; became a member of Who's Who
Among American Teachers in 1996; was rec-
ognized as Outstanding Community Leader
from Ireland’s Civic Organization in 1999; and
was awarded the New Jersey Heritage Award
in 2001.

Maryann Connelly earned her Bachelors
and Masters of Arts degree from New Jersey
City University.

She is married to Philip Connelly and is the
proud mother of Kevin Patrick.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Grand Marshal Maryann Connelly for
her contributions towards cultural under-
standing and the education of our youth. We
are pleased to have her play such an impor-
tant and positive role in the community of Ba-
yonne, New Jersey.

HONORING DR. A.B. FALCONE
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of Dr. A.B.
Falcone on the occasion of the one year anni-
versary of his passing, February 20, 2001. Dr.
Falcone’s resume is full of academic, profes-
sional and community service accolades which
reveal his dedication to bettering the society in
which he lived. Dr. Falcone’s memory and
work are alive and continue his legacy of serv-
ice.

In December of 1953, as a medical re-
searcher in biochemistry, Dr. Falcone co-dis-
covered the phosphate exchange reactions of
the mitochondrial ATP Synthetase of Oxidative
Phosphorylation. He has been widely pub-
lished, recognized by the International Who's
Who of Intellectuals and Who's Who in the
World and invited to participate in numerous
seminars and scientific meetings.

Dr. Falcone had a number of professional
memberships including the American Medical
Association, the American Diabetes Associa-
tion and the American Federation for Clinical
Research. His community organization mem-
berships included the Archeological Society of
America, the Association for Academic Excel-
lence, the Marines Memorial Association and
the California Association for the Gifted. The
Falcone Foundation has established an en-
dowment for undergraduate research in chem-
istry at the College of Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dr.
Falcone for his unending support of and con-
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tributions to academia, his community, our na-
tion and the entire world. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in commemorating his life
and wishing his family well.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
HONORABLE JACK McNULTY

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the Honorable Jack McNulty,
on the occasion of his 80th birthday today. Mr.
McNulty is the father of our esteemed col-
league, Congressman Mike McNulty.

The Honorable Jack McNulty has had a
long and distinguished career in public serv-
ice. He was first elected to office in 1949 and
has been re-elected to serve the people of his
community in every decade since. Just this
past November, he was re-elected as Mayor
of Green Island, a village in New York which
his son, Mike, represents with distinction in
Congress.

Jack McNulty is an upstanding citizen, dedi-
cated public servant, and devoted father. | ask
my colleagues to rise and Join with me in hon-
oring Jack McNulty and wishing him a happy
80th birthday, and many, many more to come.

WELCOMING THE CITY AND
COUNTY OF BROOMFIELD

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. UDALL of Colorada. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the “First 100 Days” of
Colorado’s newest county.

At midnight on November 15, 2001, the City
of Broomfield, Colorado, became the City and
County of Broomfield, and as such became
Colorado’s 64th county. It represents the cul-
mination of years of difficult and tireless work
the results of which will benefit Broomfield
residents with enhanced and more efficient
services—not to mention a higher profile.

The success of these efforts is illustrated in
an article from the Rocky Mountain News that
| am attaching for the information of our col-
leagues.

It all started in 1994 when a citizen group
first publicly broached the idea due to the in-
conveniences of a city spread across four sep-
arate counties. This resulted in a fractured
community that had to depend on four dif-
ferent seats for basic services and property
taxes that varied throughout the city. After four
years of organizing and diligence on the part
of many Broomfield officials, Colorado’s voters
took the necessary step of agreeing to amend
Colorado’s Constitution to allow the city to be-
come a city and county.

But this was only the beginning of the work
that lay ahead. As many in Broomfield County
can now attest, creating a new county from
scratch is a monumental task.

In order to prepare the new county for busi-
ness, a city and county building, a courthouse
and a county jail had to be located and con-
structed. In addition to these and other phys-
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ical changes, an entirely new administrative
system had to be developed, which included
the complex and daunting county health care
program. In the political arena, rather than
conduct elections for county commissioners,
Broomfield elected to have their town council
and mayor perform the task of the county
commission. This innovative system will en-
sure a smooth transition and ensure those city
services and county services are coordinated,
assuring the best possible results to residents.

The people and the government of Broom-
field are to be commended for such an inno-
vative and far-sighted task. Their years of hard
work have at last come to fruition and their
success will be measured by a better quality
of life for their citizens. | hope my colleagues
will join me in recognizing this accomplishment
and in wishing the people of Broomfield City
and County continued success and much
prosperity in the years to come.

[From Rocky Mountain News, Feb. 22, 2002]
100-DAY-OLD BROOMFIELD HAPPY AS A LARK
(By Berry Morson)

BROOMFIELD—Greg Young was turned away
at the motor vehicle department in this
newly formed county when he tried recently
to register a used Subaru.

He didn’t have the right paper-work,
Young was told.

But it’s what happened next that surprised
Young.

The clerk who turned him away, Darlene
Yengich, picked up the phone and politely,
but firmly explained to the car’s former
owner which papers must be turned over to
Young for the vehicle to get plates.

“It stunned me that she just called the
person.” Young said, He had made numerous
calls to the previous owner in a vain quest
for the magic papers.

Thanks to Yengich’s call, Young is now le-
gally driving the streets of Broomfield in his
’92 gray Subaru wagon.

That’s the kind of personal service commu-
nity leaders were hoping to achieve when
they campaigned for a 1998 ballot proposal to
make Broomfield a county, as well as a city.

Today, Broomfield is quietly celebrating
its 100th day as Colorado’s 64th county,
which took effect Nov. 15. No speeches or pa-
rades are planned.

But Young is taking plenty about the ben-
efits of being able to register his car in the
community where he’s lived for 12 years. He
showed up recently at a City Council meet-
ing to tell City leaders about how helpful
Yengich had been.

“I said, ‘You must have gotten her from
Planet Wonderful,””’ Young said.

Before Nov. 15, Broomfield was divided
among four counties—Adams, Boulder, Jef-
ferson and Weld. Conducting business such as
registering a car or applying for a marriage
license meant a drive to a distant county
seat.

Transition from a city of a city-and-county
has been smooth, partly because citizens are
behind the changes, said Russ Ragsdale, the
county clerk and Yengich’s boss.

“They all, as a majority, were behind this
county thing, and they want to see us suc-
ceed, and they’ve helped,” Ragsdale said. ‘I
can see it when I sit in the motor vehicle of-
fice, and watch the customers as they come
in. They’re glad to have us here, and they
make it easy on us.”’

Transfer of records from the previous coun-
ties to Broomfield went with few hitches,
Ragsdale said.

Among the people most happy that Broom-
field is now a county are police officers.
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Before Nov. 15, arrests meant transporting
a prisoner to jail in one of the other coun-
ties, said police Chief Tom Deland. They are
resting officer was off the street for hours.

Now the county has its own 80-bed jail.

Under a unique system, prisoners are
booked at the arrest scene via computer
hook-up. The prisoner is taken to jail in a
van, while the arresting officer goes back on
patrol, Deland said.

Never a high-crime area, the daily jail pop-
ulation at the new jail has not broken the
low 20s, Deland said.

The number will increase in coming
months—probably to the 50s—as more people
begin serving sentences imposed by Broom-
field County court. Most Broomfield crimes
now before courts were committed before
Nov. 15, and so they are being heard in the
previous counties.

So far, the most serious crime committed
in the city or county of Broomfield was as-
sault on a police officer with a knife, Deland
said. No murders or sexual assault reports
have occurred.

Yengich, the motor vehicle clerk who
helped Young register his Subaru, said she
would have gone out of her way to help a
customer at the Jefferson County motor ve-
hicle office, where she previously worked.

But, she said, the Broomfield office ‘‘is
smaller and not quite as busy as the Jeffer-
son County office. . . . It seems like every-
body is closer knit here.”’

Yengich said she’s in the process of selling
her house in Lakewood. She plans to move to
Broomfield.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO J.W. WILDER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a great
deal of pride that | pay tribute today to senior
Colorado State Parks ranger J.W. Wilder,
whose courageous act of capturing two dan-
gerous fugitives went above and beyond the
call of duty, and displayed a measure of her-
oism worthy of being brought before this body
of Congress. It takes a truly special person to
put himself in harm’s way, not out of duty or
obligation, but out of simple benevolence and
civic responsibility. |, along with the citizens of
Colorado, am both grateful and proud of
J.W.’s extraordinary act of valor, and believe it
appropriate to pay tribute to him for his cour-
age and bravery.

Though not typically in the job description,
J.W.’s extraordinary efforts to apprehend two
armed killers near Salida, Colorado on Sep-
tember 29, 2001 are a testament to his relent-
less dedication to his job, to his community
and to his state. After checking on a colleague
who was manning a roadblock, J.W. became
involved in the search for the two Killers.
When the two fugitives were finally flushed
from hiding, it was J.W., along with other state
wildlife employees, who apprehended the two
suspects, and ultimately brought them into
custody. Because of his incredible bravery,
these criminals are now in the hands of law
enforcement officials, and of no threat to any-
one else in the area. His courage in the face
of both fear and adversity is truly remarkable,
and for his efforts, J.W. was named the out-
standing ranger of the year by the Colorado
State Parks.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored today to rise and
pay tribute to a man whose actions are the
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very essence of all that makes this country
great, and | am deeply honored to be able to
bring them to the attention of this body of
Congress. It is in times of great need that true
heroes emerge, and | am proud to say J.W.
Wilder is a hero not only to me, but to his fam-
ily, his friends and to this country. It is with a
great deal of pride that | stand to honor him
today, and wish him at the best in his future
endeavors.

————

HEALTH INFORMATION
INDEPENDENCE ACT OF 2002

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Health Information Independence Act of
2002. This act takes a major step toward re-
storing the right of consumers to purchase the
dietary supplements of their choice and re-
ceive accurate information about the health
benefits of foods and dietary supplements.
The Health Information Independence Act re-
peals the Food and Drug Administration’s
(FDA) authority to approve health claims of
foods and dietary supplements. Instead, that
authority is vested in an independent review
board. The board is comprised of independent
scientific experts randomly chosen by the
FDA. However, anyone who is, or has ever
been, on the FDA'’s payroll is disqualified from
serving on the commission. The FDA is forbid-
den from exercising any influence over the re-
view board. If the board recommends approval
of a health claim then the FDA must approve
the claim.

The board also must consider whether any
claims can be rendered non-misleading by
adopting a disclaimer before rejecting a claim
out of hand. For example, if the board finds
that the scientific evidence does not conclu-
sively support a claim, but the claim could be
rendered non-misleading if accompanied with
a disclaimer then the board must approve the
claim provided the claim is always accom-
panied by an appropriate disclaimer. The dis-
claimer would be a simple statement to the ef-
fect that “scientific studies on these claims are
inconclusive” and/or “these claims are not ap-
proved by the FDA.” Thus, the bill tilts the bal-
ance of federal law in favor of allowing con-
sumers access to information regarding the
health benefits of foods and dietary supple-
ments, which is proper in a free society.

The procedures established by the Health
Information Independence Act are a fair and
balanced way to ensure consumers have ac-
cess to truthful information about dietary sup-
plements. Over the past decade, the American
people have made it clear they do not want
the federal government to interfere with their
access to dietary supplements, yet the FDA
continues to engage in heavy-handed at-
tempts to restrict access to dietary supple-
ments.

In 1994, Congess responded to the Amer-
ican people’s desire for greater access to in-
formation about the benefits of dietary supple-
ments by passing the Dietary Supplements
and Health and Education Act of 1994
(DSHEA), which liberalized rules regarding the
regulation of dietary supplements. Congres-
sional offices received a record number of
comments in favor of DSHEA.
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Despite DSHEA, FDA officials continued to
attempt to enforce regulations aimed at keep-
ing the American public in the dark about the
benefits of dietary supplements. Finally, in the
case of Pearson v. Shalala, 154 F.3d 650 (DC
Cir. 1999), reh’g denied en banc, 172 F.3d 72
(DC Cir. 1999), the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the DC Circuit Court reaffirmed con-
sumers’ First Amendment right to learn about
dietary supplements without unnecessary in-
terference from the FDA. The Pearson court
anticipated my legislation by suggesting the
FDA adopt disclaimers in order to render
some health claims non-misleading.

In the more than two years since the Pear-
son decision, members of Congress have had
to continually intervene with the FDA to en-
sure it followed the court order. The FDA con-
tinues to deny consumers access to truthful
health information. Clearly, the FDA is deter-
mined to continue to (as the Pearson court
pointed out) act as though liberalizing regula-
tions regarding health claims is the equivalent
of “asking consumers to buy something while
hypnotized and therefore they are bound to be
misled.” Therefore, if Congress is serious
about respecting the First Amendment rights
of the people, we must remove FDA authority
to censor non-misleading health claims, and
those claims which can be rendered non-mis-
leading by the simple device of adopting a dis-
claimer, by passing my Health Information
Independence Act.

In conclusion, | urge my colleagues to help
establish an objective process that respects
consumers’ First Amendment rights to non-
misleading information regarding the health
benefits of foods and dietary supplements by
cosponsoring the Health Information Inde-
pendence Act.

——

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE
EXPANSION ACT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2002

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation which would ex-
pand the Family and Medical Leave Act so
that individuals can take time off when dis-
aster strikes.

Each year, disasters such as hurricanes,
floods, wildfires, earthquakes, and other trage-
dies strike thousands of families and busi-
nesses throughout the United States. In the
last year alone, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) responded to forty-
five declared disasters and ten emergencies in
thirty-two states, the District of Columbia,
Guam and Puerto Rico. More than 49,500 af-
fected families and businesses sought assist-
ance after the September 11th attacks.

Following a disaster, families often have no
home, belongings, clothing, or transportation.
They struggle to deal with insurance compa-
nies, government officials, the Red Cross, and
other organizations so that they can get the
assistance they need to get back to normal.
For many individuals this process can take
several weeks, if not months.

While most employers are sympathetic and
compassionate people, they sometimes will
not allow employees to take the time they
need to manage a disaster and get their lives
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