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gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS),
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. SANCHEZ) some of the highlights of
this extraordinary individual’s career.
He was a soldier, a public servant, a
civil servant, a civic leader, a husband,
a father, and a grandfather. He was a
hero to many, many people in Orange
County, in California, and ultimately,
across the country.

I think it is just spectacularly fitting
that as a member of the greatest gen-
eration, we can begin a story about
Hector Godinez by pointing out the
very salient fact that he was a tank
commander under General Patton in
Germany. Yet, he was such a gentle
man, genial, funny.

Those of us who represent constitu-
ents know we have to go to the post-
master from time to time to work out
problems: The mail is not getting de-
livered; I cannot get a post box in front
of my house. As the postmaster in Or-
ange County for 30 years, no one was
more friendly and more responsive in
response to such constituent needs
than was Hector Godinez. He was just a
pleasure to deal with throughout his
life and his career.

In Germany, this gentle man was
shot at, wounded, and earned a Purple
Heart and a Bronze Star for his valor.
He continued to serve his country in
everything he did for the rest of his
life.

He earned national distinction rel-
atively earlier in his career because
this Republican was appointed by a
Democratic President, John F. Ken-
nedy, as the first Mexican American
postmaster in American history. He
was an enormously positive presence in
our community of 3 million people in
Orange County.

As the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAVIS) pointed out, he was remembered
at the time of his death by our leading
newspapers, the Orange County Reg-
ister and the Los Angeles Times, for
his fights against ethnic and racial dis-
crimination. He attended ethnically
segregated schools as a youngster, and
he fought to make sure that would not
happen to kids in his adult life. He
fought against racial segregation and
discrimination very successfully.

He was a founding member of the
local chapter of the League of United
Latin American Citizens, and rose to
become the President of the national
organization from 1960 to 1966. He was
the first Latino ever elected president
of the Santa Ana Chamber of Com-
merce.

Just as he devoted tireless efforts to
the Mexican American community,
Hector Godinez served all Orange
Countians. He served on the board of
directors of our public television sta-
tion, KOCE TV, he chaired the Orange
County Council of the Boy Scouts of
America, he served on numerous civic
boards and commissions, and helped
raise hundreds of thousands of dollars
for charities and student scholarships.
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I would like to conclude by paying a

moment of tribute to the people who in

Hector’s life were the most important:
his wife of 53 years, Mary; his four chil-
dren, Hector, Robert, Linda and Gloria;
and their nine grandchildren.

To his family I would like to say that
today the House of Representatives
stands with you in honoring Hector’s
life and work. He is an example to us
all.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allow-
ing H.R. 1366 to come to the House
floor today and I thank my colleagues
for joining us to pass this important
legislation so that all of America may
join those paying tribute to one of Or-
ange County’s and the Nation’s great-
est men.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
based on all I have heard and all the
comments and accolades, I urge swift
passage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 1366

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF HECTOR G.

GODINEZ POST OFFICE BUILDING.
The United States Post Office building lo-

cated at 3101 West Sunflower Avenue in
Santa Ana, California, shall be known and
designated as the ‘‘Hector G. Godinez Post
Office Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, regulation, map,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States Post Of-
fice building referred to in section 1 shall be
deemed to be a reference to the ‘‘Hector G.
Godinez Post Office Building’’.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read a third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 3925.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.
f

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2646, FARM SECURITY
ACT OF 2001

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 7(c) of rule XXII, I offer a mo-
tion to instruct that I noticed yester-
day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. PHELPS of Illinois moves that the man-

agers on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the Senate amendment to the bill

H.R. 2646 (an Act to provide for the continu-
ation of agricultural programs through fiscal
year 2011) be instructed to agree to the provi-
sions contained in section 1071 of the Senate
amendment, relating to reenactment of the
family farmer bankruptcy provisions con-
tained in chapter 12 of title 11, United States
Code.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. PHELPS) and the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER)
each will be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. PHELPS).

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the motion is very sim-
ple. It asks that the conferees on the
farm bill accept language in a Senate
bill that would make Chapter 12 of the
Bankruptcy Code permanent. I do not
think there is any controversy whatso-
ever that Chapter 12 works well and
that it protects our family farmers who
are in distress, that it properly bal-
ances the legitimate needs of finan-
cially troubled farmers and their credi-
tors, and that it preserves the family
farm.

No one can honestly say that the loss
of family farms is anything other than
a catastrophe for this Nation. The com-
bined pressures of low crop prices, high
debts just to get your crop in the
ground, the economic competition
from large industrial farms and Third
World production all combine to
squeeze those family farmers that form
the backbone of our rural community.

I unfortunately see this too fre-
quently in my congressional district in
central and southern Illinois. When a
family farmer goes under, it is a trag-
edy not just for that family, but it is a
tragedy and a loss to the economic life
of small rural communities all across
America.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the motion currently under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I will not oppose the
motion to instruct conferees with re-
spect to Section 1071 of the Senate
amendment to H.R. 2646 because the
House is on record as having supported
a version of this measure on numerous
occasions. I do, however, have concerns
about the potential impact this motion
may have on another pending con-
ference.

Section 1071 in effect would make
Chapter 12, a specialized form of bank-
ruptcy relief available to certain fam-
ily farmers, a permanent component of
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