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sliding lower. At the same time, that
proportion of energy that used to be
provided by nuclear is being provided
by natural gas. While there are some
compelling environmental reasons that
natural gas is an attractive energy
source for electric production, it con-
tributes to the depletion of an impor-
tant American natural resource, to use
an energy source which is a direct pro-
vider of energy, to become an indirect
provider of energy by converting nat-
ural gas into electric generation. I ap-
plaud the provisions of this legislation
that will, hopefully, begin to re-ener-
gize a safe and secure contribution to
the diversity of our electric generation
capacity through nuclear.

In the coming years, we will see ups
and downs in energy prices. We have
been on a roller coaster for the past
several months, seeing some of the
highest and some of the lowest gasoline
prices in recent memory. We will likely
see times of turmoil. We are likely to
see o0il increasingly being used as a
weapon in geopolitical disputes. We are
likely to see times of calm. During
those times, energy seems to be the
least of our worries.

But we have before us now an oppor-
tunity, an opportunity to create an en-
ergy policy for the next generations of
Americans, the next generations of
citizens of this planet. We are given the
opportunity to develop an energy pol-
icy that can help us leave a cleaner,
safer, more prosperous world, and a
world in which energy is used to serve
human purposes, not as a source of in-
timidation.

Our grandchildren will thank us.

I thank the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have spo-
ken to the Senator from Alaska. The
Senator from Alaska indicated he wish-
es to speak for some time tonight, and
I have indicated to him we have a few
matters we need to do to close the
business of the Senate for today.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 9:45 a.m. on
Thursday, April 18, following the open-
ing proceedings, the Senate resume
consideration of S. 517 and that there
be debate until 11:45 a.m. with respect
to the cloture motions filed, with the
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees; further, that the time from
11:25 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. be controlled as
follows: 11:25 a.m. to 11:35 a.m. under
the control of the Republican leader, or
his designee; and from 11:35 a.m. to
11:45 a.m. under the control of the ma-
jority leader, or his designee; that at
11:45 a.m., without further intervening
action or debate, the Senate proceed to
vote on the motion to invoke cloture
on the Stevens second-degree amend-
ment No. 3133, that the mandatory
quorum required under rule XXII be
waived; provided further that Members
have until 10:45 a.m. to file any second-
degree amendments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until the hour of 9:45 a.m. on
Thursday, April 18; that following the
prayer and the pledge, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the energy
reform bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE 4TH ANNUAL  NATIONAL
BREAST CANCER CONFERENCE
FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, during
the weekend of April 19, 2002, as we
commemorate Cancer Awareness
Month, hundreds of women from
around the country will gather in my
home town, Detroit, MI, to celebrate
breast cancer survivorship among Afri-
can American women. This is a very
special group of women, in that they
are all survivors of the most common
type of cancer of women in the United
States. I take great pleasure in wel-
coming them to Detroit and want to
bring to your attention, the many ac-
complishments of the sponsoring orga-
nizations and the goals of this con-
ference.

The 4th Annual National Breast Can-
cer Conference, which is sponsored by
the Karmanos Cancer Institute, De-
troit’s nationally renowned cancer
treatment center and breast care cen-
ter, and Sisters’ Network, Inc. presents
an aggressive agenda focusing on the
survivorship of African American
Women who have, and who will encoun-
ter the challenge of breast cancer, a
disease which has claimed far too many
lives of the members of any commu-
nity, but within the African American
community, 28 percent more than
other ethnic groups. According to a re-
cent report appearing in the Journal of
the National Cancer Institute, re-
searchers said that studies have shown
that black women are more likely to be
diagnosed with late stage breast cancer
and to have a shorter survival time
than white women. We should all find
these statistics unacceptable. During
this conference, with the guidance of
medical professionals from around the
country, including Detroit’s own Dr.
Lisa Newman, Associate Director of
the Waltz Comprehensive Breast Cen-
ter, there will be discussions on how to
eradicate all of those barriers women
of the African American community
face when assaulted by this dreaded
disease.

I am proud to acknowledge the work
and dedication of Cassandra Woods, my
Michigan Chief of Staff, who is the
president of the Greater Metropolitan
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Detroit Chapter of Sisters’ Network,
Inc, and a breast cancer survivor and
the national president and founder of
the Network, Ms. Karen Jackson.
These women and the members of the
37 chapters from around the country
are committed to increasing local and
national attention to the devastation
that breast cancer has in the African
American community. These women
believe that through education, advo-
cacy, research, and support for each
other, they can make a marked dif-
ference in breast cancer outcomes and
the rate of survival among their sis-
ters.

I applaud this effort, I support this
effort, and I ask my colleagues to join
me in wishing the best of outcomes for
this conference and with the challenges
ahead.e

————
THE UNITED STATES/RUSSIAN
PLUTONIUM DISPOSITION
AGREEMENT

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring the Senate’s attention
to a matter of tremendous inter-
national importance to our efforts to
prevent the terrorists’ use of weapons
of mass destruction.

I wish to talk about the United
States/Russian plutonium disposition
agreement, a commitment between our
two countries to each permanently dis-
pose of 34 metric tons of plutonium
from nuclear weapons. Thirty-four tons
is enough material to make over 4,000
nuclear weapons.

I was pleased to help develop aspects
of that agreement during several inter-
actions with the Russian leadership of
Minatom, both here and in Russia. I
was in Moscow with our President in
1998 when the first agreement was ini-
tialed. I believe this agreement rep-
resents one the most significant ac-
complishments between the TUnited
States and Russia in the last 10 years
in our joint efforts to keep the mate-
rial and technology of weapons of mass
destruction out of the hands of those
that seek to do us harm.

The agreement basically commits
the United States and Russia to turn-
ing 34 tons of plutonium into fuel that
can be burned in commercial nuclear
power plants. In this way, electricity is
produced and the used fuel is left in a
condition that makes it unusable in
the future for nuclear bombs. Facilities
will be built in both the United States
and Russia to perform this work.

Our Government completed a 4-year
process to decide what type of facilities
was needed for this disposition mission,
and where those facilities should be
built. The United States considered
four sites, Washington State, Idaho,
Texas, and South Carolina, and after a
vigorous competition in which the
State of South Carolina lobbied very
hard to get the mission, the decision
was made to site the disposition facili-
ties in South Carolina.

Now, South Carolina is hesitating.
The plutonium disposition agreement
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