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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
3, 2001, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAMSTAD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

CELEBRATING MOTHER’S DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I really appreciate the Chair recog-
nizing me as a young lady.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebra-
tion of Mother’s Day this Sunday, May
12, a day celebrated in the United
States and many countries around the

world to celebrate motherhood and ex-
press appreciation of our mothers.

Our Founding Father, George Wash-
ington, once said: ‘‘My mother was the
most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I
am I owe to my mother. I attribute all
my success in life to the moral, intel-
lectual and physical education that I
received from her.’’

The first celebration honoring moth-
ers dates back to ancient Greece where
spring celebrations were held in honor
of Rhea, the mother of the gods. Dur-
ing the 1600s, England honored mothers
by celebrating the day called Moth-
ering Sunday on the fourth Sunday of
Lent, and it was in 1872 that the United
States was introduced to the idea of
Mother’s Day by Julia Ward Howe, a
lyricist of the ‘‘Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,’’ with the intention of Mother’s
Day being dedicated to peace.

Thirty-five years later, in 1907, a
campaign led by Anna Jarvis of Phila-
delphia led to the establishment of
Mother’s Day as a national holiday in
the United States. On May 8, 1914,
President Woodrow Wilson signed a
joint resolution which dedicated the
second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day
to express our appreciation of the love
and devotion of our mothers.

My own mother, Velma Porter, who
is no longer with us in the presence but
certainly in my life, in the spirit, has
always been my inspiration. She was
my teacher, my defender and a con-
tinual source of strength and wisdom;
and although my mother and I were
not blessed with material wealth, I at-
tribute the happiness of my childhood
to the enormous strength of my moth-
er and the strength of the community
where we live.

Today, there are an estimated 35 mil-
lion mothers in the United States. In
today’s world, mothers are faced with
the challenge of not only raising chil-
dren alone, but participating as suc-
cessful equals of their male counter-
parts in all walks of life.

We often hear politicians especially
bemoan the fact that there are too
many single female heads of household,
mothers, who are attempting to raise
their children in the proper manner
while they provide an economic and
educational opportunity for their off-
spring. We often criticize women,
mothers, who have been left to raise
their families alone, not through any
fault of their own, but through the pre-
mature demise of their husbands or
through the total abandonment of
their husbands and their children’s fa-
ther.

According to the AFL-CIO, 72 percent
of the women with children younger
than 18, 78 percent of women with chil-
dren between the ages of 6 and 17, and
65 percent of women with children
younger than 6 were in the labor force
in 1997.

Those of us who are affiliated with
Christianity, the Protestant religion,
recall very vividly how Jesus revered
his mother when he was in the middle
of dying and had all of the opportunity
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to concentrate on his dying. He stopped
in the middle of it and told John to be-
hold his mother, and from the cross we
are reminded of the importance and the
love and the strength of our mothers
and the kind of moral character that
they have conveyed on to us.

I would trust that as we go forward
with the congressional agenda that we
will not invoke pain through policy
and through measures on mothers who
attempt in every way that they know
how to care for their families, both
spiritually and economically.

f

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FOR
MOTHER’S DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of recognition of Mother’s Day
2002 to honor mothers across the world
and to honor the profession and the
calling of mothering.

I make these remarks today in mem-
ory of my own daughter, a wonderful
mother to two little boys before she
died 2 years ago, and in honor of their
father, her husband, who is doing a fab-
ulous job of parenting and mothering
them.

The second Sunday in May is an op-
portunity for each of us to reflect upon
our own upbringing and to offer grati-
tude to the one who has nurtured us
the most, and many of us know first-
hand being a mother is much more
than a biological process. Every day
women who have never given birth be-
come mothers to abandoned, separated
or orphaned children.

Last week, Save the Children un-
veiled their ‘‘State of the World’s
Mother 2002’’ report. The report was as-
sembled to assess the state of mothers
and children in the volatile regions of
war and conflict. The findings of this
report are particularly pertinent given
our Nation’s war on terrorism.

After 23 years of conflict, Afghani-
stan is slowly recovering with assist-
ance from governments and humani-
tarian agencies such as Save the Chil-
dren. Specifically, the report tells us
that investing in mothers is one of the
most effective ways to help post-con-
flict societies achieve reconciliation
and move forward.

Often after enduring years of destruc-
tion and chaos, women step up to play
highly constructive roles as peace-
makers and rebuilders. In Afghanistan,
we know that reconstruction largely
depends upon the reintegration of
women in that society. For this reason,
in December Congress passed the Af-
ghan Women and Children Relief Act
into law. This law will provide vital
educational and health care assistance
to women and to children in that re-
gion.

The need for increased aid to war-
torn Nations, the majority of which are
in the developing world, is clear. Moth-
ers and children in these regions are in-

deed at great risk of death, disease, dis-
placement and exploitation; and be-
cause of those factors, the cycle of dif-
ficulty goes from one generation to the
next.

The United States does not fare as
badly as the developing world in terms
of maternal health; but our country
has its own set of problems, which in-
cludes high rates of violence against
women. This epidemic, perpetrated
against 31 percent of American women,
is undeniably a serious concern; and
while domestic violence is a criminal
justice issue, it is really at its core a
matter of public health.

Women experience 85 percent of vio-
lent victimizations; and each year at
least 6 percent of all pregnant women,
about 240,000, are battered by the men
in their lives. This battering leads to
complications of pregnancy, including
low weight gain, anemia, infections,
first and second trimester bleeding. So
domestic violence poses a considerable
threat to maternal health.

To combat this problem, I have intro-
duced the Domestic Violence Vaccining
and Treatment Act, which would dra-
matically increase the scale of inter-
vention and prevention efforts. My leg-
islation would urge every health care
provider to screen women over age 18
for domestic violence. In the confiden-
tial environment of a doctor’s office,
health care professionals would serve
as a bridge between the patient and the
criminal justice system.

Specifically, my bill would provide
health care professionals with the
training needed to assess women for
signs and symptoms of abuse and then
to supply her with adequate treatment
and referrals. This routine verbal
screening for domestic violence, fairly
straightforward and simple procedure,
would unlock options a woman may
not otherwise pursue and allow her to
see that shelter and advocacy services
may be useful to her.

We know that battered women com-
prise up to 30 percent of ambulatory
care patients, but only one in 20 is cor-
rectly identified as such, and I hope my
legislation will help in clearly identi-
fying victims of violence in order to
pinpoint the perpetrator and to end the
cycle of abuse.

Another goal of the legislation is to
identify problems before they escalate
to prevent in the long term this cycle
of domestic violence from repeating
itself from one generation to the next.
As we well know, a child’s survival is
largely dependent upon the health and
well-being of his or her mother or care-
taker.

So this Mother’s Day, let us bear in
mind the vital role that women play in
creating a peaceful and prosperous
world for all children. As I have point-
ed out, this statement rings true not
only for mothers in our country but for
mothers living in developing countries
around this world.

Women hold families together.
Therefore, women hold communities
and whole Nations together; and thus,

mothers are a crucial link in the liveli-
hood and survival of our Nation’s fu-
ture as well as the future of the world
as a whole.

f
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPPOSE THE
SPREAD OF GAMBLING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, this week
220 religious leaders across the spec-
trum signed an open letter to this Con-
gress and to the Bush administration
calling on the Nation’s leaders to op-
pose the further spread of gambling.

The signers are across the spectrum
of the religious views in this country.
It is time, Mr. Speaker, for the country
to address the devastation that gam-
bling has wrought on our children, our
families, communities and Nation, is
what they wrote.

Mr. Speaker, I want to emphasize the
significance of this letter. This is not a
message from political leaders, this is
not a message from business or labor,
this is not a message from many of the
usual interest groups that express their
views here every day. Rather, it is a
message from our Nation’s moral and
spiritual leaders. Not often do so many
religious leaders from such broad per-
spectives speak out on any issue. But
when they do, it is noteworthy.

Recall the issues of slavery, the civil
rights movement, elderly and child
poverty, the dangers of communism,
South African apartheid, famine and
humanitarian issues throughout the
world. All these issues commanded the
attention of the Nation’s spiritual
leaders. The incredible spread of gam-
bling is also a call to arms for our Na-
tion’s faith communities.

Why are so many in the religious
community so alarmed? Legalized
gambling, once relegated to a few areas
of the country, continues to spread at
an alarming rate, so quickly that soon
almost every American will be within
driving distance of a casino. Gambling
expansion has swept the Nation, with
revenues jumping from about $1 billion
in 1980 to well over $50 billion today.
That means Americans lose on average
of $137 million every day of the year
from gambling. Let me say that again:
Americans lose on the average $137 mil-
lion every day of the year from gam-
bling.

In short, while the explosion of var-
ious forms of gambling across America
has generated revenue for States and
for the gambling industry, it has left in
its wake human misery that is only
now beginning to be understood. This
misery ends up costing the States more
than they receive and creates a vicious
cycle as the need for social services
dramatically increases. Whether a
State lottery, a casino or a ‘‘cruise to
nowhere,’’ gambling is a losing bet for
funding legitimate social needs.
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