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It is the hope, on this Sesquicentennial

Celebration, that their continued energy will
allow them to focus on the state’s residents
and those beyond its borders who are in need
for many years to come. I ask my colleagues
to join me in commending the Sisters of Mercy
for 150 years of service and commitment in
the state of Connecticut. Personally, I would
also like to thank Sister Patricia Rooney, RSM
for her tireless work and effort, as well as my
dear friend and former boss, Sister Marita
Charles, RSM, who was principal of St. Mary’s
School in East Hartford, CT.
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HONORING PENSACOLA JUNIOR
COLLEGE AND THE SWITZER
ARTS CENTER

HON. JEFF MILLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2002

Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
in 1947, Pensacola Junior College became the
first public junior college to be established
under Florida law. Subsequently, as the col-
lege grew, so did the recognition and support
from the community. In 1965, the Pensacola
Junior College (PJC) Foundation was incor-
porated as a non-profit corporation that could
accept tax-deductible contributions from com-
munity supporters.

During the next three decades, the PJC
Foundation helped the college expand its
campus, through the addition of many new
buildings, as well as additional campus loca-
tions. In December 1998, the PJC Foundation
launched its first comprehensive fund drive.
The goal was to raise $4.5 million. A lead gift
of $1 million from the Switzer and Reilly fami-
lies established the Anna Lamar Switzer Cen-
ter for Visual Arts and got the campaign off to
a successful start.

Born September 11, 1990, Anna Lamar
Switzer, the namesake of the Switzer Center
for Visual Arts, was an artist and published
author who believed Pensacola should offer
quality educational programs for those living in
Northwest Florida.

Mr. Speaker, the United States Congress
congratulates Pensacola Junior College and
recognizes the generous contribution of the
Switzer family. The arts center is a fitting me-
morial to Mrs. Switzer and an enduring oppor-
tunity for faculty, students, and the public to
enjoy and learn form the visual arts as Mrs.
Switzer did. The Switzer endowment has al-
lowed PJC not only a renovated arts center,
but a three-year faculty chair award, two-year
student scholarship award, and the creation of
the Distinguished Artist Lecture Series.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor the
life of Anna Lamar Switzer, her love for edu-
cation and her affection for her community of
Pensacola.
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STAND WITH ISRAEL
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Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, when I first visited
Israel in 1998, I was introduced to the com-

plexity and also the special beauty and histor-
ical importance that Israel represents. During
my visit I met with various representatives of
both the Israeli government and the Pales-
tinian community. I remember that there ex-
isted at that time a cautious optimism and a
hope that perhaps after generations of pain
and suffering these groups were on the brink
of peace. It is therefore with particular sad-
ness that I have watched this holy land de-
scend into the most extreme violence and
bloodshed over the past 18 months. The traffic
and horrifying carnage caused by suicide
bombers, who are being used as a tool of ter-
ror against innocent children, is simply bar-
baric and upsets me greatly.

However, Mr. Speaker, we must not be
moved to give in to these terrorists. I stand
here today with many in this chamber to con-
demn these atrocities and express our support
for the Israeli people.

On September 11th we learned how small
the world has become. We can no longer ig-
nore conflicts halfway around the world and
pretend that they do not affect our own secu-
rity.

Mr. Speaker, there is no future in a partner-
ship with people encourage their own sons
and daughters to die in acts of infamy and the
random murder of innocent people. To com-
promise with a terrorist is to sponsor terrorism.

We must stand with Israel.
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INTRODUCING THE ARSENIC
TREATED LUMBER PROHIBITION
AND DISPOSAL ACT
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing the Arsenic Treated Lumber
Prohibition and Disposal Act to protect chil-
dren and families by phasing out the use of
arsenic in pressure treated lumber and ensure
that arsenic treated lumber is disposed of
safely.

Most of the lumber sold for outdoor use in
the U.S.—for school playgrounds and decks of
private homes—is pressure-treated and in-
jected with toxins to preserve the wood and
prevent insect infestation. The most common
wood preservative and pesticide used is
chromated copper arsenate (CCA), which is
22 percent pure arsenic. A 12-foot section of
pressure-treated lumber contains about an
ounce of arsenic, enough to kill 250 people.
An Environmental Working Group and Healthy
Building Network study found that an area of
arsenic-treated wood the size of a four-year-
old’s hand contains an average of 120 times
the amount of arsenic allowed by the EPA in
a 6-ounce glass of water. According to the re-
port an estimated one out of every 500 chil-
dren, who regularly play on playground equip-
ment or decks made from pressure-treated
wood can be expected to develop cancer later
in life as a result of the exposure.

The Arsenic Treated Lumber Prohibition and
Disposal Act will prohibit the use of CCA treat-
ed lumber once and for all. The Arsenic Treat-
ed Lumber Prohibition and Disposal Act, par-
allel legislation to Senator Bill Nelson’s (S.
1963) bill, will phase-out the use of arsenic-
treated lumber in residential settings: decks,

playgrounds, walkways and fences within a
year of enactment. It also requires the dis-
posal of arsenic-treated lumber in lined land-
fills to prevent contamination of groundwater
and requires the EPA to finish its risk assess-
ment regarding arsenic-treated lumber. Finally,
it provides monetary assistance to schools
and local communities to remove arsenic-
treated lumber from their playgrounds.

Arsenic can kill, and it causes cancer and
other life threatening diseases. We can no
longer ignore the dangers posed by exposing
our children to this poison. The Arsenic Treat-
ed Lumber Prohibition and Disposal Act will
protect the environment and health of Amer-
ican Families. I hope that all of my colleagues
will join me in this effort to keep families safe.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the contributions made by Lieutenant
William D. Risen to the Monterey Park Police
Department. After 30 years of dedicated serv-
ice, Lieutenant Risen will retire on May 10,
2002.

A native of Monterey Park, Lieutenant
Risen’s commitment to his community charac-
terizes his career. After receiving his Asso-
ciate degree from East Los Angeles College,
Lieutenant Risen served in the United States
Army from 1970 to 1972. While in the Army,
he earned several medals including the distin-
guished National Defense Service Medal and
the Good Conduct Medal. After being honor-
ably discharged, he returned to Monterey Park
and joined the Monterey Park Police Depart-
ment.

While at the police department, he was one
of the police department’s first K–9 officers.
Lieutenant Risen and his trusted K–9 partner,
Xello, worked side by side to arrest numerous
felony suspects. Lieutenant Risen was part of
the Investigations Bureau where his excellent
investigator skills and strong work ethic
earned him his appointment as Investigations
Bureau Commander. As a Commander, he
trained and mentored many of the police de-
partment’s investigators.

Lieutenant Risen also supervised the Asian
Gangs and Narcotics Task Force. It was in
this capacity that his investigations and role
during a narcotic shoot out, earned him the
Distinguished Service Medal in 1998.

During the course of his career, he received
numerous letters of appreciation and com-
mendations for his work. Several of those let-
ters recognized his compassion and aid to vic-
tims of violent crimes. Fellow law enforcement
officers, friends and neighbors can all testify to
his strength of character.

I commend Lieutenant Risen’s commitment
to public service. He will be missed by many,
but we all wish him the best in his retirement
and thank him for his many years of service.
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