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one in my State of New Jersey doubts
that it will be America. We have seen
terrorism.

Woodrow Wilson once said that
America’s two best friends were the At-
lantic and the Pacific. They have be-
come very little friends. Terrorism in
another part of the world, halfway
around the globe, offers no comfort to
any American by its distance; it can be
here tomorrow.

The fight for Israel’s security is the
fight for the security of every free na-
tion, whether they are aligned with
Israel, whether they wish Israel well.
She fights our fight, and her fate is our
fate.

There are many obstacles to a peace-
ful resolution in the Middle East. I be-
lieve profoundly that there will never
be a military answer to the conflict be-
tween the Palestinians and the Israelis.
These are two people of some common
ancestry who live in a shared land.
Both will learn to live together.

As profoundly as I believe in a peace
process, I am also convinced that un-
less the Palestinian Authority under-
stands that terrorism will not succeed,
that there is no military answer, and
that at all costs Israel will survive, no
negotiated settlement is possible.

There are those who may think that
their military operations at the mo-
ment give them advantage in negotia-
tions. There are others who believe
their military operations hold not the
promise of the West Bank and Gaza as
a Palestinian State, but the destruc-
tion of the Jewish State in its entirety.
To them, there is not a Palestinian
State envisioned in the West Bank and
Gaza, but in Haifa and Tel Aviv and Je-
rusalem.

I have never represented any cause in
the Middle East other than a nego-
tiated settlement. I believe profoundly
in the peace process as essential to the
survival of Israel and in the interest of
the Palestinian people, but I refuse to
counsel Israel that it should negotiate
with people bent on its destruction, or
that it is of any value to engage in
peace negotiations as long as their ad-
versaries believe that a military vic-
tory is possible and Israel’s entire de-
struction conceivable.

It is almost axiomatic to declare that
peace negotiations and peace settle-
ments are historically nothing but a
reflection of the realities on the battle-
field. The reality that Americans and
Israelis see is two people in a common
land who need their own homelands.
That makes peace negotiations by
Americans or Israelis not only possible
but inevitable. But no nation can nego-
tiate with itself, nor can peace be uni-
laterally declared.

Unless the Palestinians, and not sim-
ply the Palestinian Authority but im-
portant elements of the society, recog-
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nize that such military outcomes are
impossible, only then will peace nego-
tiations be meaningful.

There are those in America who
genuinely believe that by pressuring
Israel not to respond militarily, not to
seek terrorists in their own territory,
we are giving good advice to the Israeli
Government.

It is a difficult argument to under-
stand in an American context. Who in
this Senate would be counseling the
U.S. Government, after a terrorist at-
tack, to exercise restraint? Which
Member of the Senate would suggest to
our own military, if Chicago or Miami
or Los Angeles were to fall victim to a
terrorist attack, that we should not re-
spond? Which part of the American ar-
senal would you withhold if it were
American cities experiencing bomb-
ings, American buses being destroyed,
American children losing their limbs?

I dare to say there is not a Member of
this Senate who would urge restraint
or withhold a single weapon in our ar-
senal. The Palestinians may believe
there is little for them to be grateful
for today. Their cities are being de-
stroyed. The Israeli Army has occupied
parts of the West Bank. Gaza awaits an
invasion. There is something, however,
for which they should be grateful. If it
were the United States of America that
endured these attacks and not Israel,
the response they have experienced
from the Israeli Army would be a small
shadow of the problems that would be
visited upon them.

Finally, there are those in the Senate
who wonder, with Israelis having to re-
spond with their lives, the Israeli econ-
omy in shambles, what is it any Amer-
ican can do? How is it that in this mo-
ment of crisis we can exercise true fi-
delity with Israel in its fight for sur-
vival? Our words are important. So is
our presence in Israel.

Nothing would demonstrate more our
commitment to Israel than Members of
Congress, like the American people
themselves, being present, exhibiting
courage, showing our commitment.

In this Senate, we 100 have a dif-
ferent opportunity. The fight for
Israel’s survival is not only militarily
decided, it is also economically de-
cided. The Clinton administration 18
months ago, after the withdrawal from
Lebanon, pledged Israel $450 million for
supplemental assistance. It was to
compensate for the withdrawal, to help
recreate a security zone in the north of
Israel, and for missile defense.

That money was never provided. Re-
grettably, the Bush administration
never even included it in its rec-
ommendations for the Congress this
year. At a time when Israelis look
across the sea to America for con-
fidence of their own survival, broken
American promises are not helpful. In-
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deed, they are troubling. The first
thing this Congress can do is ensure
that every commitment is kept, all re-
sources are given. In the current stage
of this fight against terrorism, despite
all the sacrifices of September 11 and
the courage of our soldiers in Afghani-
stan, at this moment most Americans
are not asked to sacrifice with their
lives. We have experienced that before.
It may come again. At this moment,
the sacrifice is Israeli. The least we can
do is help them with the means to win
this war.

All of wus look for the words
telegraphed around the world to those
who believe that the Jewish state was
both created and will die in a single
generation, words to put at rest those
who are committing their energy and
their resources to this war on ter-
rorism against Israel. Here are mine:
Israel is forever. As long as there is a
United States of America, there will be
an Israel. It took 2,000 years for the
Jewish people to get home. They have
been there for a single generation.
They are not leaving. Those in Europe
who would counsel or comfort her en-
emies, those in the Middle East who
are bent on her destruction, would do
best to accept that reality.

There is land enough for all peoples
to decide their own governments and
design their own futures. Let there be
no question, for those who respect the
will and the power of the United States
of America, one of those peoples will be
Jewish and one of those countries will
be Israel.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS UNTIL 9 A.M. TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:44 p.m.,
recessed until Thursday, May 16, 2002,
at 9a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate May 15, 2002:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JOHN WILLIAM BLANEY, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

J.B. VAN HOLLEN, OF WISCONSIN, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
WISCONSIN FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE PEGGY
A. LAUTENSCHLAGER, RESIGNED.

KEVIN VINCENT RYAN, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA, FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE ROB-
ERT S. MUELLER III, RESIGNED.

CHARLES E. BEACH, SR., OF IOWA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
IOWA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE PHYLLISS
JEANETTE HENRY, RESIGNED.
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