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So it is time for us to say good-bye to
Mr. Arafat. It is time to tell the Pal-
estinians, no state, unless you have re-
sponsibility, unless you show respon-
sible leadership; and it is time for the
United States to continue to stand
shoulder to shoulder with the people of
Israel in fighting the terrorism around
the world.

———

HOLDING CORPORATE AMERICA
ACCOUNTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoONILLA). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, this
morning I read the following quote
from Matthew Ruane, director of listed
trading at Gerard Klauer Mattison and
Company: ‘“‘There’s a lack of liquidity,
a lack of reason to buy, terrorism fears
and earnings issues out there, espe-
cially in the drug sector.”

The statement was in response to a
question regarding the continued de-
cline of the major stock indexes in
America. I have no quarrel with the
facts included in this statement. It is
the omission that troubles me. In the
mind of many Americans, this Amer-
ican included, there is an integrity cri-
sis on Wall Street and in corporate
America.

I am a businessman of 34 years,
former director of two banks, an inves-
tor in the stock market and a strong
believer in the power of the free enter-
prise system. Yet with that power
comes responsibility. In the past year,
the American investor has seen a host
of disturbing news stories centered on
the issue of corporate integrity and
few, if any, have been encouraging.

I have great confidence and respect
for American businesses and the men
and women who run them. But the si-
lence of these good men and women is
becoming deafening. Enron, Arthur An-
dersen, Wall Street brokerage houses,
executive compensation, document
shredding, insider trading and other
stories confront the average American
every day, with little or no response
from corporate America, other than an
explanation.

Corporate America is not a frater-
nity, nor should it be. Neither should
Wall Street brokerage houses be a fra-
ternity. I acknowledge they have com-
mon interests, but those interests are
secondary to the interest of the Amer-
ican economy, the American investor
and their individual stockholder.

What is my point? Simply put, cor-
porate America and Wall Street face a
crisis that will not pass on its own; and
just as the shareholders of Enron were
the big losers in their crisis, many
Americans now fear that they, not the
corporate boardroom, will be the big
losers.

It is time for corporate executives to
speak out. Wall Street needs to look in
the mirror and ask itself serious ques-
tions, the answer to which is not ‘‘this
too shall pass.”
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Unlike 20 years ago, more and more
Americans depend on their 401(k) and
investments for their retirement; and,
because of that, more Americans than
ever are in the stock market. Wall
Street has become an insider’s game
played with outsider’s money. The
strength of the market has become
more dependent on individual con-
fidence of average Americans, but that
confidence is eroding.

Endless reports of questionable prac-
tices and alleged crimes have only
served to accelerate investor concerns
that began with the market’s decline
in the first quarter of 2000. It is my
judgment there is too little account-
ability on Wall Street. Some will tell
you that corporations and their leaders
are accountable because they lose eq-
uity and lose value when their stock
declines. While true to an extent, indi-
vidual investors lose too, and collec-
tively far more than corporate execu-
tives.

If corporate America wants to im-
prove the environment on Wall Street,
then it is time for corporate executives
and corporate directors to hold them-
selves more accountable and dem-
onstrate to the market a zero tolerance
for questionable practices and poor
judgment. Every investor understands,
or should understand, that investing in
the market involves risk; but that risk
should not be compounded by moral
and ethical failure in the corporate of-
fice, executive office, or the corporate
boardroom.

———
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Minnesota). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SAVE THE CAPITOL’S OLDEST
TREE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
BASS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to talk for a minute or two about an
issue that may not be the most press-
ing issue before the Nation today, but
it is one that is, nonetheless, impor-
tant for the historical nature of the
U.S. Capitol and its grounds.

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN) and I have been made
aware recently that the oldest tree on
the Capitol grounds may be cut down
on the recommendation of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol and his arborist ad-
visers.

Frankly, despite earlier assurances
to Congress that many trees planted by
Frederick Law Olmsted, one of the
Capitol’s earliest landscape architects,
would be saved, far too many trees
have been sacrificed for this new visi-
tor’s center.
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The oldest tree, which, by the way, is
right outside the door here, if you go
outside the door and look at about 1
o’clock you will see it there, it was
planted by Frederick Law Olmsted, as I
said. He was the Capitol’s earliest Ar-
chitect. We were told it would be saved.

Now, this tree is a rare English Elm,
reputed to be over 175 years old, and it
was never slated in the original plans
to be removed. In fact, earlier assess-
ment by a notable national tree com-
pany employed by the Architect of the
Capitol said that it should be pre-
served.

Reports now that the tree is ‘‘dan-
gerous’ seem to have little factual
foundation, other than a more recent
report by the same arborist. Further-
more, other old trees on the Capitol
grounds are no more or less dangerous
than this elm tree.

I would point out that recently these
fences have been built around these
trees, and it is impossible for the tree
really to be dangerous, unless some
kind of typhoon moved through.

Far more alarming to the tree’s
health is the news that the visitor’s
center contractor wants to dig a 60 foot
hole at the base of the elm along the
drip line, to dig a hole for whatever
purpose, for a possible staging area for
construction, or as part of the new
paved area for temporary parking for
Members of Congress.

I think this is totally indefensible,
the idea we would cut down one of the
oldest trees on the Capitol grounds so
that Members of Congress can have a
temporary parking place while they
are building the visitor’s center.

I hope my colleagues will join the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN) and me in urging that
this tree be saved.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN).

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
BASSs) and other Members of the House
for their support of protecting this
very famous English Elm.

Mr. Speaker, as the House of Rep-
resentatives works to protect the U.S.
Capitol building and all symbols of our
democracy, we need to be mindful that
such changes must be reasonable and
respectful of our history. Our Capitol
continues, as it always has been, to be
accessible to millions of people who
visit each year.

It is estimated that nearly 20,000 visi-
tors up to September 11 entered the
building daily, and Congress has ad-
dressed the new security and safety de-
mands of this many people visiting, es-
pecially during the construction of a
new Capitol visitor’s center to facili-
tate their entrance into the Capitol
proper.

This center project has already re-
sulted in changes to what Frederick
Law Olmsted, the Landscape Architect
of the Capitol, a very famous Amer-
ican, envisioned and implemented back
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