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TRIBUTE TO MR. MICHAEL CLINCH

HON. JERRY WELLER
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer congratulations to Mr. Michael Clinch on
the occasion of his retirement after an excep-
tional career as Superintendent of Ottawa
Township High School District #140 in Ottawa,
Illinois.

For the past thirty-five years, Superintendent
Clinch has served the citizens and students of
Ottawa in an outstanding fashion—beginning
his career at Ottawa Township High School as
a business teacher and moving up the chain
of responsibility until his appointment in 1989
as Superintendent.

Upon taking office in January, 1995 as the
11th Congressional District’s Representative in
the United States Congress, virtually the first
community project brought to my attention was
the need to complete the more than decade
old effort to protect Ottawa Township High
School from the frequent flooding of the Fox
and Illinois Rivers with the construction of a
levee around the School property. Largely be-
cause of both the unfailing determination of
Superintendent Clinch to finally complete this
vital project as well as the invaluable coopera-
tion of Superintendent Clinch with my office, a
compromise was reached with concerned
neighbors of the High School and the multi-
million dollar levee constructed under the aus-
pices of the Corps of Engineers. Today, the
levee provides for the safety of students and
staff while protecting the millions of dollars
which the taxpayers of Ottawa have invested
in their High School—while at the same time
saving the High School an estimated average
of $200,000 per year in flooding damages.

Superintendent Michael Clinch’s career is
marked by meritorious examples of this type
of strong and visionary leadership ranging
from the merger with Marseilles High School
in 1990 shortly after his appointment as Su-
perintendent to the recently confirmed multi-
million dollar upgrading and expansion of Ot-
tawa Township High School’s buildings and
classrooms.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I am proud and
pleased to be able to offer to my colleagues
in the United States House of Representatives
the example of Superintendent Michael Clinch
as a modern day education leader able to
combine an ironclad commitment to edu-
cational excellence with the rare ability to
meet head-on and successfully resolve a wide
variety of tough challenges.

REGARDING THE INTRODUCTION
OF CERTAIN MEDICARE-RE-
LATED BILLS

HON. W.J. (BILLY) TAUZIN
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2002

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, as you know, the
Energy and Commerce Committee is marking
up prescription drug and other Medicare-re-
lated legislation this week. The foundation for
our markup is H.R. 4954, the Medicare Mod-
ernization and Prescription Drug Act of 2002,
introduced by my colleagues, Representatives
JOHNSON and BILIRAKIS on June 18, 2002.

To ensure an orderly process in my Com-
mittee, I made the decision to divide H.R.
4954 into a number of Committee Prints for
our markup. In doing so, however, I of course
want the Committee’s good work to be re-
flected through full-fledged Committee reports
on the various titles. Accordingly, I have al-
ready introduced two bills (H.R. 4961 and H.R.
4962), and will continue to introduce free-
standing bills that are the exact text of the
prints we have marked up and ordered re-
ported. Taken together, these bills will rep-
resent my Committee’s position on the vital
Medicare legislation we are considering.

During House floor debate on the prescrip-
tion drug legislation, which should take place
next week, I will provide the House with a
complete guide to the legislative history of the
Energy and Commerce Committee’s work in
this area.
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CELEBRATING THE 30TH
ANNIVERSARY OF TITLE IX

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman from Hawaii for her leadership
and rise to speak on a subject important to
women across America. Most people just think
sports when they hear Title IX, but it is so
much more than that. For 30 years, Title IX
has opened the door of educational oppor-
tunity to women. But a recent study tells us
that the door may be closing if we do not act
soon.

Before Title IX, schools at all levels limited
participation of women and girls. What a dif-
ferent world it was then.

Back then, many publicly funded universities
did not admit women to undergraduate pro-
grams. They had higher admissions standards
for women than men and imposed quotas
based on gender.

And that’s not all. Women frequently were
discouraged from applying to law and medical
schools or majoring in hard sciences, such as
physics or engineering. And when they did,

equally qualified women regularly received
less financial aid than their male counterparts,
with married women generally receiving none
at all. Honor societies were regularly reserved
for male students only, and women’s athletics
were funded at levels far below programs for
men. In fact, most female athletic programs
consisted mainly of cheerleading, and few
women were allowed to coach athletics or
hold administrative positions in athletic depart-
ments.

But when Title IX became law, that all
began to change. It grew out of the women’s
civil rights movement of the late 1960’s and
early 70’s. During that period when so much
began to change, Congress started to focus
attention on institutional barriers to women
and girls, like education, largely because of
how they affected women’s employment op-
portunities.

And there have been real results. In 1971,
only 18 percent of young women completed
four or more years of college. But by 2006,
women are projected to earn 55 percent of all
bachelor’s degrees.

In the legal and medical fields, there have
been even greater advances. In 1999, women
earned nearly half of all medical degrees,
compared with 1972, when only 9 percent of
medical school degrees went to women.
Women accounted for 43 percent of all law
school degrees in 1994, up from a meager 7
percent in 1972. And of all doctoral degrees
awarded that year, 44 percent went to women.

And in athletics, an area that has received
significant attention in recent years, the gains
have been palpable.

Women now constitute 40 percent of college
athletes, compared to the 15 percent thirty
years ago. As evidenced by the trailblazing
UConn Huskies women’s basketball team and
all of the accolades and championships they
have earned, the values women learn from
sports participation, like leadership, like team-
work, discipline, and pride in accomplishment
are so very important. Today’s athletic suc-
cesses help us increase our participation in to-
morrow’s workforce, like the number of busi-
ness management and ownership positions. In
fact, 80 percent of female managers of For-
tune 500 companies have a sports back-
ground. There is no question that participation
in athletics has truly given women some of the
tools they need for success.

But this month, the National Coalition for
Women and Girls in Education—consisting of
the American Association of University
Women and 50 other organizations—released
a report on the 30th anniversary of Title IX.
And the news was not particularly good.

The study included a report card examining
the state of gender equity in 10 areas. Ath-
letics, an area where we are supposedly mak-
ing so many advances, received a C+. Career
Education, a D. Employment and Learning En-
vironment, a C¥. Sexual Harassment and
Standardized Testing were scarcely better, re-
ceiving C’s. And technology, such an impor-
tant area for our economy, received a D.

And though all Federal agencies that fund
education programs or activities are required
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