H3816

come to the well of this House, and
they are going to talk about how im-
portant it is that we have free trade,
that we ought to have open markets,
that we ought to allow our markets to
work. In fact, some of them may even
quote the former President Ronald
Reagan when he said that markets are
more powerful than armies.

Some of those same people are going
to come to the floor of the House the
next day, and they are going to say,
well, we need open markets, but not
when it comes to pharmaceuticals, not
where it can really save Americans bil-
lions of dollars. And it really is billions
of dollars, because according to the es-
timates by the Congressional Budget
Office, seniors over the next 10 years in
the United States of America, that is,
people 65 and over, are going to spend
$1.8 trillion on prescription drugs. They
cannot afford that, and neither can the
taxpayers.

It is time to open the markets and
allow Americans to have access to
these world drugs at world market
prices and let us talk about the sav-
ings.

The estimates that we have from
independent experts is that Americans
could save 35 percent minimum simply
by opening up the markets and allow-
ing Americans to have access to those
drugs at world market prices. What
does that mean? If we take $1.8 trillion,
divide it evenly over the next 10 years,
that is $180 billion a year. If we could
save 35 percent, how much is that?
That is over $560 billion a year, $50 bil-
lion a year, and we have arguments
here on the floor about tax cuts.

How much good would we do if we
gave Americans a $50-billion-per-year
tax cut? That is what we are talking
about if we simply open the markets.
There is something wrong when we
allow our own FDA to stand between
American seniors and lower prescrip-
tion drug prices. We ought to pay our
fair share, but we should not be held
hostage to the big drug cartels that are
exploiting their market opportunities
here in the United States at the ex-
pense of seniors, at the expense of tax-
payers, and incidentally, I had a meet-
ing this morning, at the expense of the
big corporations.

One of the largest corporations in the
United States, one of the representa-
tives told me today they spend $1 bil-
lion a year on prescription drugs. They
are spending $1 million a month on just
one name-brand pharmaceutical each
month, $1 million a month just on one
drug. Even they are starting to say,
wait a second.

We believe in open markets. We be-
lieve in free markets. We believe in
competition. It is time to open the
markets, create some competition so
that we do not have these huge dispari-
ties between what Americans are re-
quired to pay for the same drugs, made
in the same FDA-approved facilities.

Let us have that debate next week
about free markets. I believe in free
markets. Let us have that debate about
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making it easier for all Americans, not
just seniors, to pay for the drugs they
need. No senior should have to choose
between food and prescription drugs.
We can go a long way simply by open-
ing markets, allowing world markets
to work, allowing that thing that we
talk about and will talk about next
week, free trade, to work to the advan-
tage of American consumers. We could
save American consumers $50 billion a
year.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAMS
DESERVE SUPPORT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, it has
been my honor to support global school
feeding programs as part of a strategy
to reduce hunger among the world’s
children and to increase their ability
to go to school. Along with the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. EMERSON),
I have introduced H.R. 1700, the George
McGovern-Robert Dole International
Food for Education and Child Nutrition
Act of 2001.

That bill, which has 116 bipartisan
cosponsors, was established as a perma-
nent program in the farm bill reauthor-
ization which the President recently
signed into law. If adequately funded,
this program will purchase and allo-
cate U.S. commodities and other re-
sources to provide millions of hungry
children around the world with a
healthy, nutritious meal in a school
setting.
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Mr. Speaker, over 300 million of the
world’s children are hungry. About 130
million of these children do not even go
to school. School feeding programs
clearly demonstrate that more families
send their children to school when a
meal is provided. U.S.-supported school
feeding programs have documented sig-
nificant increases in student enroll-
ment, especially among girls. The chil-
dren become more alert and more capa-
ble of learning when better nourished.
More children advance to the next lev-
els, and they acquire skills that help
them to be productive members of soci-
ety.
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U.S. Private Voluntary Organiza-
tions have long been involved in this
effort, working on the front lines, de-
livering nutritious food to needy chil-
dren around the world. Two members
of my staff recently attended a con-
ference in Indonesia on school feeding
programs. The conference sponsors in-
cluded the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and Land O’Lakes. My staff
were able to review the Land O’Lakes
school feeding model firsthand and to
meet other U.S. PVOs involved in the
school feeding effort in Indonesia, like
Mercy Corps International, ACDI/
VOCA, and International Relief and
Development. Together, these organi-
zations are feeding over 900,000 school-
children.

Land O’Liakes’ school feeding endeav-
or in Indonesia began in November of
2000, with USDA 416(b) commodity do-
nations. Indonesia is the fourth most
populace nation in the world, following
China, India and the United States. It
is also the world’s largest Muslim na-
tion. As a result of the economic slow-
down and decreasing resources pro-
vided to the national government for
school feeding initiatives, the nutri-
tional status of Indonesian elementary
schoolchildren has deteriorated. The
economic situation in the country has
encouraged children to leave school
early, with young girls being the first
to go.

The Land O’Lakes Indonesia program
is presently reaching over 450,000
schoolchildren in more than 2,900
schools on the islands of Java. It fo-
cuses on local capacity building, mak-
ing sure all the products used in this
program are processed locally. Land
O’Lakes works with the three local
processors who produce the fortified
milk and wheat biscuits that are dis-
tributed to schools. This partnership
exemplifies how this program can also
be a catalyst for strengthening the
local food industry.

Land O’Lakes works with Indonesian
NGOs in the communities where tar-
geted schools are located. Involving
local participation stimulates commu-
nity empowerment and helps build sus-
tainability and ownership in the imple-
mentation and oversight of these pro-
grams.

The Land O’Lakes model has been so
successful it will be replicated in Viet-
nam and Bangladesh as part of the
Global Food for Education pilot pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, the benefits of these
programs are enormous, starting with
the positive nutritional impact on chil-
dren’s lives and helping them obtain
the education necessary to improve
their standard of living. There are also
all the auxiliary benefits: facilitating
economic development, strengthening
social institutions, empowering
women, and promoting stable demo-
cratic societies throughout the world.
Clearly, these programs play a critical
role in any strategy to provide edu-
cation and improve children’s health.

Mr. Speaker, ending hunger among
the world’s children is achievable. For
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the first time, we have the instruments
at hand to defeat this cruel enemy at a
very reasonable cost. All we lack is the
political will to do so.

In the weeks ahead, as we debate
funding priorities for fiscal years 2003
and 2004, I urge my colleagues to pro-
vide the necessary funding for the
George McGovern- Robert Dole Inter-
national Food for Education program.

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD
a memorandum on the recent school
feeding conference in Indonesia:
INDONESIA SCHOOL FEEDING CONFERENCE TRIP

REPORT—MAY 13TH-17TH

May 13th-17th 2002, The Indonesia School
Feeding Conference was held in Jakarta and
Bandung, Indonesia. It was an opportunity
for participants to observe USDA funded
school feeding programs and to meet other
U.S. program sponsors, local NGO’s, private
processors, government representatives and
USDA officials involved in the school feeding
effort.

U.S. Private Voluntary Organizations have
been involved in this effort, working on the
front lines, delivering nutritious food to
children in needy areas around the world. In
Indonesia alone, Land O’Lakes, ACDII/'VOCA
and Mercy Corps and IRD are feeding over
900,000 school children.

Also present at the conference were those
directly involved in Indonesian school feed-
ing such as local government officials, US
government officials, The Yayasan Bina
Putra Sejahtera, Tetra Pak and local proc-
essors such as Indolakto, Ultrajaya Milk In-
dustry and Trading Company and Prima
Japfa Jaya. Additionally, those that collabo-
rate and provide support to the school feed-
ing movement were in attendance such as
the American Soybean Association, The US
Pea and Lentil Council, and Cindy Bulh and
Keith Stern of Congressman Jim McGovern’s
staff.

The first day of the conference was spent
in Jakarta where participants familiarized
themselves with the various participants in-
volved in school feeding.

The Land O’Lakes Indonesia program is
presently reaching over 490,000 school chil-
dren in more than 2,900 schools in Java, Ja-
karta, Bali and Lombok. Land O’Lakes pro-
gram methodology focuses on local capacity
building by having all the school feeding
products processed locally. Land O’Lakes
works with three local processors who
produce fortified UHT milk packages and
wheat biscuits that are then distributed to
schools and consumed by the children. This
partnership exemplifies how this program
can be a catalyst for food industry improve-
ment and growth.

Identifying established and viable commu-
nity-based non-governmental organizations
and community based organizations is an
important and necessary step to promote
ownership of the program in communities
where targeted schools are located. On Java,
the partnering NGO Yayasan Bina Putra
Sejahtera is Land O’Lakes lead partner
working with schools, government at the
provincial level, and other organizations to
help program implementation go smoothly.
Also they are responsible for compiling at-
tendance and enrollment data.

This demonstrates how this program can
stimulate community empowerment and by
involving local participation builds sustain-
ability and ownership in the implementation
and oversight of these programs.

The ACDI/VOCA/Mercy Corps program is
working to produce and distribute a soy bev-
erage to 220,000 school children in 900 schools
in Sumatra; Padang, Bekulu and Lampung.
The impacts of this program include im-
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proved attendance and nutrition of children
in schools, opportunity for health and nutri-
tion educational lessons for participants and
enhanced local capacity.

The International Relief and Development
Program is currently implementing a pilot
program that is targeting over 14,500 chil-
dren in 122 primary schools. IRD produces
and distributes noodles to children using
USDA provided wheat and defatted soy flour.
IRD works with American Soybean Associa-
tion, US Wheat, Land O’Lakes and YBPS and
local NGOs.

Tuesday was a special day as the Yayasan
Bina Putra Sejahtera hosted a School Feed-
ing Media Event at the National Museum in
Jakarta. Program highlights were recounted
for the media and Dennis Volbroil, agri-
culture attaché for the US Department of
Agriculture in Jakarta was recognized for
his dedication to school feeding. Students
picked as winners in the Yayasan Poster
Conference were given school scholarships.

Tuesday evening the participants boarded
a train for Bandung, the second largest city
in Indonesia. While in Bandung, participants
witnessed students consuming their milk in
a local school and were able to meet with
school officials to discuss roles, responsibil-
ities and results. Next, Participants toured
the Ultrajaya Processing Plant where they
observed product manufacturing.

On Thursday of the conference, Rolf Camp-
bell of Land O’Lakes International Division
presented on the importance of applying food
technology and specifically highlighted the
role private sector plays to develop, pro-
mote, and distribute high nutritional value
foods specifically positioned for nutrition-
ally deficient populations, especially low in-
come and at risk groups including those liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS;

Mr. Campbell then facilitated a panel dis-
cussion of private food industry representa-
tives to highlight new products from dairy,
soybean, wheat, and pea/lentil/rice. Each
panel member covered the nutritional ben-
efit and versatility of dairy products; the cri-
teria used to develop products including
costs; an introduction to two or three new
products; and the vision of product ‘‘sustain-
ability” in feeding and commercial markets.

The panel discussion ended with Rolf
Campbell summarizing the impacts the pri-
vate food industry can accomplish when in-
dustry resources are mobilized around food
aid innovation and acting collectively.

On Friday of the conference, the day fo-
cused on how school feeding program stake-
holders can strengthen the impacts of local
capacity building and long-term school feed-
ing sustainability during the implementa-
tion and support from U.S. and other inter-
national donations are available.

The first speaker was Dr. Maknuri
Muchlas, Secretary General, Department of
National Education for the Government of
Indonesia. He stated his appreciation to the
Government of the U.S. for providing com-
modity to support school feeding of some
900,000 primary school children on four is-
lands of Indonesia. The fact that U.S. dona-
tions will continue and allow the expansion
of feeding programs to more islands is enthu-
siastic news to not only the Ministry of Na-
tional Education, but also to the entire na-
tion of Indonesia.

The Ministry of National Education,
through Tim Pembina Usaha Kesehatan
Sekolah plays the lead role in supporting the
U.S. funded programs by identifying schools
to be recipients of feeding activities, coordi-
nating all agencies with school feeding, and
preparing the schools for administering and
reporting results of the program.

Recently, the Ministry of Education start-
ed a school-feeding program with the focus of
improving the level of primary school and
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Madrasah Ibtidaiyah children living in poor
remote areas. This program is administered
by the local government and has been quite
successful. In a national level, it will be im-
portant for PVOs and NGOs to learn from the
governments experience on how to successful
reach schools in very remote areas. These
communities have the greatest need of
school feeding support.

The next presenter on the subject of local
capacity building was Salvacion Bulatao, Di-
rector, National Dairy Authority (NDA), De-
partment of Agriculture, Government of the
Philippines. Ms. Bulatao’s main message is
that ‘“Milk does not only build strong bones,
it also helps build a strong nation. Through
the Philippine School Milk Feeding Pro-
gram, government support seeks to improve
the nutritional well being of school children
and preschoolers while at the same time cre-
ate additional sources of income for rural
families. Clearly stated by Ms. Bulatao,
school milk feeding accomplishes two objec-
tives: provides healthy food for the children;
and jobs and daily cash flows to farm fami-
lies. Today, the Government of the Phil-
ippines is providing funding to feed more
than 200,000 primary school and pre-school
children. The milk products to be distributed
are purchased locally from processors and
dairy cooperatives. In 2001, the volume of
milk purchased from the dairy industry was
1.08 million liters which had a value of $US
1.55 million. This translates to the individual
farmer who is providing milk to the program
as significant additional income. It has been
calculated by NDA that total income of a
farmer (2 milking cows that produce 8 liters
of milk per day can generate the equivalent
of US$ 636.20 during two school feeding cy-
cles. Ms. Bulatao strongly recommended
that future U.S.-funded feeding efforts in
Philippines strongly consider the NDA
model. She looks forward to a strong work-
ing partnership with Land O’Lakes and
Tetra Pak in the years to come.

Edgar Collins is President of Prima Japfa
Jaya, a supplier of finished school milk feed-
ing products distributed in the southwest of
Java and soon to the island of Bali and
Lombok through the Land O’Lakes program.
Mr. Collins spoke about the role played by
the private sector to develop products that
meet the tastes and nutritional demands of
school kids with today’s technology and
quality control standards. The processor also
has the responsibility in creating awareness
of product goodness for school and after-
school consumption—this is key to contin-
ued consumption of nutritional liquid food in
and beyond school. The role of processor in
promotion and consumer awareness is vitally
important if the program is to be sustained
with local government support and private
sector donations. The immediate, short and
long-term impact of school feeding programs
on the good foods industry is significant. Mr.
Collins stated that as a result of his firm’s
involvement in school feeding and having his
firm’s quality product distributed (brand lo-
cated on side panel of milk package) to more
than 200,000 children, the brand recognition
has translated into a stronger commercial
position for his dairy products in Indonesia.

The Pakistan delegation presented next
the current school milk feeding situation in
their country. A major problem in Pakistan
is that only 2.8 percent of all milk is hygieni-
cally packed and made available to the con-
sumer public. Loose milk, or unpasteurized
and packaged milk, can be a major source of
digestive health problems and a vector of
diseases in the country. There are over
165,755 primary schools and 7,000 Madrassa
schools in Pakistan providing education to
18.9 million children. At least 40 percent of
school-going children are malnourished. 35
percent of these children are living below the
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poverty line. Just recently, the government
of Pakistan announced new school meal pro-
gram to target at least 500,000 schoolgirls
ages 5 to 12. The amount of funding allocated
for the new program is US$50 million. The
Pakistan delegation encouraged U.S. school
feeding implementers to work with the gov-
ernment’s new programs, expand feeding to
the Madrassa schools and combine efforts
with a strong focus on local capacity build-
ing of the dairy production sector with aims
to increase the percentage of milk that is
being hygienically package. Everyone wins
in this situation: farmers receive a more fair
price per liter of milk that is clean; proc-
essors are able to fully utilize processing ca-
pacity and consumers are guaranteed a safe;
nutritious and affordable milk product.

Cindy Buhl from the office of Congressman
Jim McGovern provided an overview of the
current status of food community programs,
the Executive Branch review of U.S. food aid
programs and recommendations made by the
Bush Administration on adjustments and
their impacts of U.S. government food com-
modity programs. Many questions were pre-
sented to Ms. Buhl by participants of which
most revolved around what can the inter-
national development community (PVOs and
private sector) do to ensure congressional
and Executive Branch support for the Global
Food for Education Initiative. Ms. Buhl stat-
ed that first and for most, school feeding im-
plementers must continue their excellence in
the field, improve monitoring and evaluation
of program impacts and provide quantitative
results in reports back to donors and con-
gressional offices. She also strongly encour-
aged local governments to state their inter-
est and support directly to the Bush Admin-
istration, Congress and USDA/USAID for
continuing and receiving U.S. government
school feeding programs in their country.
Ms. Buhl commented on the power of observ-
ing a school feeding program in action and
seeing the exuberance and passion for learn-
ing and contributing to helping hundreds of
thousands of school children reach their full
potential and maximizing their contribution
to society is an overwhelming experience.
She highly recommended to the group to
seek ways to get more congressional rep-
resentatives to see these programs in action.
The presentation was concluded with a
strong statement of the importance of part-
nerships and commitment by governments,
private sector and non-government organiza-
tions to work together to constantly en-
hance the effectiveness and sustainability of
feeding our future leaders.

Beth Sheehy and Kristin Penn from Land
O’Lakes International Division presented the
multiple benefits generated from a school
feeding program-—especially programs sup-
ported by the private sector in close partner-
ships with local government and community
of whom all have their unique capacities
that make school feeding programs a LONG-
TERM success.

The conference ended on a high note with
participants armed with a comprehensive
education on how a school-feeding program
is implemented in the field and what needs
to be done to expand these programs and cre-
ate momentum for the global school feeding
effort.

——————

THANK YOU, JUAN LUCERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OTTER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I want to take time today to
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recognize and express my deep appre-
ciation to a gentleman who has worked
for me since I came to Congress.

Professional staff, for the most part,
work in the back stage of history, but
their work is fundamental to our du-
ties as representatives of the people.
They are dedicated and professional
public servants, and I commend them
for their service to their country and
their contributions to the House of
Representatives.

Juan Lucero, who serves as my case-
work manager in my Santa Fe office, is
retiring this year at the age of 63 after
a remarkable career. He spent over 3
decades of his life serving the people of
New Mexico in some capacity. I stand
here today not only to recognize him
but to also thank him on behalf of
thousands of people that he has helped
over the years.

Juan has had jobs ranging from being
a fruit picker in California to being a
DJ at a Spanish radio station in Albu-
querque and in serving in the Nation’s
military as a paratrooper in the U.S.
Army. This diversity has given him a
unique perspective on people and their
personal situations.

His career as a civil servant in New
Mexico began in 1969, when he worked
at the State Welfare Department. For
10 years, Juan worked tirelessly to help
people with their claims for food
stamps and Medicaid. From 1979 to
1983, he worked for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Roberto Mondragon. He remem-
bers many successes as a caseworker in
this progression, for example, helping
clear up a $10,000 hospital bill for a des-
titute woman.

Juan stayed in this position from
1983 to 1987, while working for the next
Lieutenant Governor, Mike Rybbeks.
Juan then found himself working for
the New Mexico State Senate Chief
Clerk’s Office, where he worked on
cases on behalf of State senators.

Juan continued his governmental
service when he came to work for my
Democratic predecessor in 1991, Con-
gressman Bill Richardson. It was in
this position where Juan began helping
his fellow New Mexicans resolve their
problems with the Federal Govern-
ment. He had his first experiences with
Social Security, the Veterans Adminis-
tration, the Internal Revenue Service,
and other agencies that make our gov-
ernment work. At any given time, he
handled over 250 cases. He stayed in
this position until Bill Richardson left
the Congress in 1997.

Before he came to my office in 1999,
Juan worked for the Social Security
Administration Teleservice Center in
Albuquerque. He assisted hundreds of
callers each day, often utilizing his
outstanding Spanish skills, taking
calls from Puerto Rico and all over the
country. He also worked as a prison
chaplain at the Estancia jail in New
Mexico.

Juan has a natural gift for helping
people during hard times. Our constitu-
ents that come to our offices for help
are usually at the end of their rope and
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frustrated by miles of red tape and bu-
reaucracy that they have had to en-
dure. Wherever Juan absorbed his pas-
sion for service, it has been a fulfilling
aspect of his life. As he once explained:
“This is one place where you can really
help people, and the most desperate
person can come here and at the very
least they can find an ear to let out
their frustrations. To be able to make
someone’s life more meaningful is a
special privilege. People come to their
Congressman with life-changing
events. Their problems are serious. To
me, all cases are important because
they mean so much to the individual.
The reward in this type of work is so
much greater than money.”’

For about 15 years, Juan has been
commuting to Santa Fe from his home
in Torreon, 4 hours round trip. Neither
rain nor snow nor hail nor heat nor the
gloom of night has kept him from
faithfully doing his job.

I cannot begin to describe the case-
work successes that we have shared to-
gether. Juan has also earned several
letters to the editor in various news-
papers in New Mexico thanking him for
his diligent work. Those examples
speak volumes about Juan’s work
ethic.

Juan is a veteran, a husband of 40
years, a father to 13 children, and a
grandfather to 26. I know that more
than anything he ever did in his profes-
sional career he is most proud of his
loving family. He has a true passion for
his Spanish heritage.

He enjoys explaining to those of dif-
ferent backgrounds the traditions and
the history of his people. He has helped
me in my quest to provide justice to
Hispanic land grant heirs of the South-
west.

He is a talented musician and takes
great pride in performing with his fam-
ily throughout New Mexico. He loves
music and has written many corridos,
Mexican ballads, during his life. Some
of these songs are archived at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico Department of
Music.

I applaud Juan for his great public
service.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO U.S.
WORLD CUP SOCCER TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I do not
know if any of my colleagues have done
this, but I simply wanted to rise and
extend congratulations to the U.S.
World Cup soccer team. Over the last
weeks, we have had the chance to
watch a phenomenal group of individ-
uals under the leadership of Coach
Arena move all the way to the quarter
finals. We saw the spectacular win ear-
lier this week over our dear friends
from Mexico.

Today, unfortunately, we saw them
lose 1-0 to Germany. There is little
doubt that the game that was played
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