June 27, 2002

Tattoo,” he made his mark in many terrific
Westerns, including “Johnny Guitar,” with
Joan Crawford and Sterling Hayden. He also
had prominent roles in “Jubilee Trail,” “The
Last Command,” “Outlaw’'s Son,” and as
Johnny Shattuck in “Duel at Apache Wells.” In
1965, Ben starred with Audie Murphy in “Gun-
fight at Comanche Creek” and “Arizona Raid-
ers.”

Before moving to Hollywood, Ben was al-
ready an extremely successful performer with
3,200 radio broadcasts and 250 live television
shows under his belt. His first film credit was
for his work in the Republic Studios film, “The
Thunderbirds.” While the bulk of Ben's big-
screen work was in the 1950s and 1960s, his
career has covered more than fifty years, in-
cluding two 1971 Westerns, “One More Train
to Rob” and “Support Your Local Gunfighter,”
in which he played Colorado Magee. Over the
years, Ben appeared in various movies and
had many guest appearances on hit television
shows, including “Kung Fu: The Legend Con-
tinues,” “The Fall Guy,” “Bonanza,” and “The
Rifleman.” He also had a longrunning part in
“The Misadventures of Sheriff Lobo” with
Claude Akins from 1979 to 1981.

In the 1960s, Ben formed Celebrity Speak-
ers, a group that booked actors on the lecture
circuit. Ben’s belief that the magnificent and
hard-working character actors cast as side-
kicks, saddle tramps, bank robbers and in
other essential supporting roles were equally
capable of acting as goodwill ambassadors for
Hollywood has given us all a better under-
standing of film-making.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
join me in applauding Ben Cooper for exhib-
iting the true spirit of the American cowboy-
hero. Whether Ben wore a white or a black
Stetson, his characters were memorable and
we should tip our collective hats to Ben Coo-
per, another legendary hero of the Old West.

——————

TRIBUTE TO NADINE MILFORD,
NEW MEXICO MADD STATE CHAIR

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to an outstanding
New Mexican, my friend, Nadine Milford. On
June 30, after a successful three-year term,
Nadine will step down as the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving State Chair. | will take this time
to pay tribute to Nadine for her efforts to elimi-
nate the scourge of drunken driving and to im-
prove the lives of countless New Mexicans.

When tragedy strikes, we can do one of two
things. We can either allow it to defeat us or
we can use the experience to empower us to
become an effective advocate for change.

People living in New Mexico in 1992 will
never forget that December. What started out
as an ordinary holiday season was soon
changed into one of devastating heartbreak. It
was Christmas Eve and there were pockets of
snow across the country. There was a sense
of electricity in the air as there usually is dur-
ing the holidays. At one home in Albuquerque,
Bob and Nadine Milford were especially ex-
cited about spending the holiday with their
children and grandchildren. On Christmas Eve,
1992, gifts were waiting under the Milford’s
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Christmas tree—gifts that never were to be
opened.

Across town on that fateful night, Paul and
Melanie Cravens picked up Melanie's three
daughters—Kandyce, Erin and Kacee
Woodard—at their father's west-side Albu-
querque home. They decided to go see the
lights from Nine Mile Hill, west of the city on
Interstate 40. But before they topped the hill,
they were struck by a pickup driving down the
wrong side of the highway.

Melanie and the three girls were killed in-
stantly. Paul Cravens somehow survived, as
did the driver of the pickup. Blood tests later
showed that the driver was well over the legal
alcohol limit. Mr. Speaker, | will not go into the
legal debacle that ensued on this case for the
next several years, other than to say it was
painful and finally created the traction nec-
essary for stronger drunk driving laws.

New Mexicans were inconsolable that
Christmas Eve when the local news began re-
porting what had occurred. Then they got
mad. Our citizens demanded action to combat
the state’s DWI problem—and they got it.

| have been fortunate enough to be a first-
hand witness to Nadine’s many accomplish-
ments. At the time, | was proudly serving as
the Attorney General of New Mexico. Earlier
that year, | had appointed a DWI Task Force
to study what our state could do to fight drunk
driving. We issued our report to the State Leg-
islature as they convened in January.

Throughout the next few years, we worked
to lower the legal blood-alcohol limit, tough-
ened penalties for drunk driving and set aside
millions of dollars to fund local anti-DWI ef-
forts. The state also began widespread use of
sobriety checkpoints and passed a “zero toler-
ance” law that strips minors of their licenses
when they are caught drinking and driving.

Throughout all of this, there was one person
in the spotlight who became the focal point of
this crusade, and that was Nadine. She could
have sunk under the depression that engulfed
her. Instead, she leaned on her deep faith and
the love of her family and seemingly overnight
transformed herself into the new face of DWI
reform. Nadine could never have imagined
that she would one day be tapped to lead
such a worthy fight. Ultimately, | cannot think
of anyone better to have done it.

When Nadine was selected as the Mothers
Against Drunk Driving State Chair in 1999,
she was totally devoted to fighting for MADD’s
mission to stop drunk-driving. She has also
comforted countless numbers of families who
have been affected by a drunk driving death.
Being so modest, | doubt that Nadine even
realizes the positive impact that she has had
on New Mexico.

Mr. Speaker, | have touched only on a small
list of Nadine’s many personal and profes-
sional accomplishments. Vera Nadine Fuchs
Milford was born in Los Angeles, California
and has resided in New Mexico since 1961.
Her husband, Robert, still owns Bobby Joe’s
Auto Sales. In addition to Melanie, she has
four other children—Terrell, Celeste, Pauline
and Lance. After graduating from Victory Bible
College, Nadine taught school for a time. Of
everything she has done, | know how proud
she is of her family. She has been a wonderful
wife and mother.

New Mexicans feel as though they know
Nadine because they have shared so much of
her grief over the years. Nadine's motto is
“persistence wears resistance.” Without a
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doubt, she has lived this motto throughout the
years that have passed since Christmas Eve,
1992. She has stood tall and is truly a hero to
many.

Much of my admiration for Nadine Milford
stems from her enduring commitment to fight-
ing the good fight. Her values are reflected not
only in the way she lives her life, but also in
her intelligence and honesty. She will undoubt-
edly be missed at MADD, but her legacy will
endure, and she will never stop advocating for
the elimination of drunk driving.

Nadine, | wish you well in whatever future
endeavors you pursue.

—————

VETERANS’ BENEFITS

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak on an issue that is very important to our
nation’s veterans. If you were to ask Ameri-
cans if they knew that their veterans were
being denied benefits to which they earned in
an effort to save money, there would be out-
rage. Well Mr. Speaker, | am sorry to say that
that is exactly what has been occurring for
many years.

Today, veterans who served our country
and retire after 20 years but endure a service-
connected disability, have their disability bene-
fits offset dollar-for-dollar by a reduction in
their retirement pay. This unfair practice is a
disgrace for those who selflessly served our
country and sacrificed so much on our behalf.
These offset dollars are taken away from vet-
erans seeking to make a better life, send chil-
dren through college or have an opportunity to
spend time with grandchildren.

Well Mr. Speaker, there is good news. After
many years of trying to correct this problem, |
am very proud that my committee, the House
Armed Services Committee, included a provi-
sion granting concurrent receipt for our most
severely disabled retirees in H.R. 4546, the
Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2003. This provision provides
$5.8 billion to phase in, over a five-year pe-
riod, an elimination of the concurrent receipt
offset for disabled retirees with a disability rat-
ing of 60 percent or greater. Though the offset
is not eliminated completely for all disabled
veterans, it is a first step. This measure
passed the House on May 9, 2002, by a vote
of 359-58.

Mr. Speaker, there is still more work to be
done. It is my understanding that, like the
House, the Senate has included a concurrent
receipt provision in their authorization bill and
| plan on working actively with them on this
issue when this bill is brought to conference.
Our veterans earn their retired pay by commit-
ting themselves to the defense of our country
and | believe there is no better way to honor
America than to give our nation’s veterans all
the benefits to which they are entitled.
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CONGRATULATING THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF TRACEY
ALLNUTT ON WINNING THE 13TH
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA CONGRES-
SIONAL ART COMPETITION

HON. DAN MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. DAN MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the winners of the
Congressional Arts Competition—particularly
to congratulate Tracey Allnutt of Sarasota
Florida, a senior at Riverview High School.
Next year she will be attending the Ringling
School of Art in Sarasota in pursuit of a de-
gree in art history.

A panel of judges from my congressional
district evaluated the contestants’ work and
from this pool of contestants Tracey’s was se-
lected as the winner. Her work of art symbol-
izes the rising and enduring faith and patriot-
ism of America's youth in the wake of the
events of September 11th. It is fitting that this
artwork will be displayed in our nation’s Cap-
itol.

| would like to use this time to honor Tracey
and the other winners of the Congressional
Arts Competition and encourage the youth of
our nation to continue their patriotic enter-
prises and artistic endeavors.

———

COMMENDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS  IN-
VOLVED IN REBUILDING OF PEN-
TAGON

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to support H. Con. Res. 424 Com-
mending the Patriotic Contributions of Roofing
Professionals Involved in the Rebuilding of the
Pentagon.

First, | want to thank Mr. MANzULLO for intro-
ducing this resolution and bringing it to the
floor. Several months ago, | gave a one
minute speech recognizing the role small roof-
ing contracting companies have played in re-
building over an acre of the Pentagon’s roof,
and these efforts are certainly worthy of con-
tinued mention.

What | find most moving about this volun-
teer effort, is how deeply committed these
roofing professionals are. Men and women
have traveled from all over the U.S. to help
put a roof back on the Pentagon. There are
numerous stories about how they kept working
through Thanksgiving and Christmas to stay
on an ambitious schedule.

These men and women felt compelled to do
this because to them, this is how we win, this
is how we beat the terrorists. And they're right.
Whether they have donated supplies, spent
time at the site working, or given money,
these individuals and companies should be
proud of their contribution towards healing our
nation.

In addition, | would also like to thank the
Department of Defense for working with the
National Roofing Contractors’ Association to
make this volunteer effort so successful.
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HONORING DAN MALCOLM
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dan Malcolm, editor of Amer-
ican Vineyard, on the 10th anniversary of his
magazine’s publication.

Dan has been the patron of American Vine-
yard through its ten years and he has every
reason to be proud of everything the maga-
zine has accomplished. In 1993, the magazine
became the highest grower circulated grape
publication in the country. Then, in 1994,
American Vineyard journeyed to Mexico, and
the growers were both impressed by what
they saw and encouraged to compete with the
growers south of the border. The magazine
hosted its first grape expo in Caruthers in
1996 and was pleasantly surprised by the
amount of support received, over a thousand
growers attended. In 1998, Dan Malcolm was
honored with the Viticulture & Enology Re-
search Center's Grape Day Industry Award.
American Vineyard published their biggest
issue in 2001 and the magazine is still going
strong.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dan Mal-
colm for his vision and unending pursuit of his
ambitions. | invite my colleagues to join me in
thanking him for his contribution to agriculture
and the community and wishing him and his
family continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JEFF FLAKE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, | respectfully re-
quest the opportunity to record my position on
rolicall votes 249, 250, 251, and 252. | was re-
grettably absent from the chamber on Mon-
day, June 24, 2002 during rollcall votes 249,
250, 251 and 252. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on all four votes.

TRIBUTE TO MITCH KEHETIAN
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate an articulate and well-respected
voice in local journalism, Mitch Kehetian, as
he is honored by the Metro Detroit Chapter of
the Society of Professional Journalists with a
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Mr. Kehetian has served the public for al-
most fifty years as a reporter and editor of
community newspapers. In his early twenties
he went to work as a reporter for the Detroit
Times. He brought his reporting skills to
Macomb County, Michigan at the Mount
Clemens Monitor-Leader. The Monitor-Leader
became the Macomb Daily and Mr. Kehetian
rose through the ranks to his current position
as Editorial Page Editor.

Mr. Kehetian's work can be summarized
with three words: community, responsibility,
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and passion. He has editorialized about the
widest range of issues, always using his
straightforward, commonsense approach to
make a clear and concise point. He has writ-
ten about a variety of local issues, from weigh-
ing in on a controversial community issue, to
honoring a young person or community activ-
ist. He has written about regional issues al-
ways paying special attention to the future of
the City of Detroit, about issues impacting our
entire State and vital national issues including
domestic policy, politics and international af-
fairs. He has opined passionately about
human rights, highlighting the plight of the
Iraqi people under Saddam Hussein, the chil-
dren of Afghanistan, the conflict in the Middle
East, and the longstanding refusal by Turkey
to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.

In his work, especially the latter editorials,
you can see an image of Mitch Kehetian him-
self On April 29, 2002, Mr. Kehetian wrote,
“Through the years, I've written reports about
my journey to historical, Turkish-occupied Ar-
menia in search of my Armenian roots. | found
that the homeland of my ancestors lacks his-
torical markers to tell the curious that for 3,000
years Armenians lived in what today is eastern
Turkey. Through the years I've been repeat-
edly asked why people of Armenian heritage
can't forget what happened in 1915-20, espe-
cially those of my generation who weren't
even born then. | cannot forget. As a child
growing up in southwest Detroit's ethnic neigh-
borhood, | had only one grandparent, one
aunt, three uncles and a handful of cousins.
All the others were murdered in the Turkish
genocide of the Armenian people. . . . This
American of Armenian heritage cannot forget.”

Mr. Speaker, | have enjoyed the opportunity
to work in the same communities as Mitch
Kehetian and to observe his work. He has
been a voice for elevating the role of Macomb
County and its place in the State of Michigan.
Today, | join the residents of Macomb County,
and his colleagues in the journalism profes-
sion, in saluting his distinguished career,
thanking him for his years of service, and en-
couraging him to keep those editorials coming.

——

TURKEY NATO AND AFGHAN
PEACEKEEPING

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, last week, the
command of the International Security Assist-
ance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan was handed
over to Turkish military forces after a success-
ful six months, under the command of British
forces.

As the Chairman of the Europe Sub-
committee, | want to first congratulate and
commend the British forces for the excellent
work they did to establish an atmosphere of
calm and security at the critical time in which
the people of Afghanistan were consolidating
their political and economic future. The Brits
are owed a great deal of thanks.

The arrival of the Turkish command marks
a new period for the ISAF operation, for the
new government of Afghanistan and for Tur-
key itself. The leadership of Turkey, a pre-
dominately Muslim state sends a clear mes-
sage that the international campaign against
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