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and entrepreneurs is left in the hands of those
who earned it; the taxpayer. A lower cost of
government expands economic freedom for all
Americans. A lower cost of government in-
creases personal choice and control. A lower
cost of government allows those participating
in the economy to choose what to consume,
how much to save or invest. Ultimately, a
lower cost of government allows every Amer-
ican to improve their quality of life and to
spend more of their hard earned money on
the things most important to themselves and
their family.
——

THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
PROTECTION ACT

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2002

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today is
world Anti-Counterfeiting day.

Countries around the globe will highlight the
growing problem of counterfeiting and the ef-
forts by law enforcement and private industry
to combat intellectual property theft.

Today | introduced a bill to address counter-
feiting and copyright piracy. The Intellectual
Property Protection Act will help protect Amer-
ican innovation and creativity.

The Intellectual property industry employs
4.3 million Americans, making it one of the
largest sectors of the American economy—
and a sector threatened everyday by copyright
piracy.

Copyright piracy is illegal and puts Ameri-
cans at risk of losing not just their jobs and
economic well-being, but their safety, as well.
The profits seized by these criminals are often
used to fund other illegal activities, including
terrorism.

News stories have revealed that terrorist or-
ganizations receive hundreds of millions of
dollars through pirate operations. For example,
police in Argentina and Paraguay uncovered a
pirate CD business that has used its profits to
underwrite terrorist activities for Hezbollah.
The more we crack down on piracy, the more
we dry up financial resources for terrorist op-
erations.

Under current law, we can prosecute some-
one for trafficking in fake labels for a computer
program, but we cannot prosecute someone
for faking the hologram used by the software
maker to verify that the software is genuine.

For instance, if a person manufactures fake
covers for counterfeit CDs, he or she can be
prosecuted. However, if that same person cre-
ates fake holograms to make buyers believe
that the CDs are authentic, there is no re-
course.

We have criminalized trafficking in counter-
feit documentation and packing of software
programs, but not music and other products.

The Intellectual Property Protection Act will
criminalize the counterfeiting of authentication
features, like holograms. In addition, the bill
will expand criminal law, which currently only
criminalizes trafficking in counterfeit docu-
mentation and packaging for software pro-
grams, to include documentation and pack-
aging for music, motion pictures, and other
audiovisual works.

This bill also will provide relief for victims of
intellectual property crimes. Many of these
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crimes go unprosecuted today, leaving victims
of these thefts without a way to recover their
losses.

Last year, the retail software industry lost
$1.8 billion and the business software industry
lost $11 billion in revenue because of piracy.
The motion picture industry lost $3 billion in
potential worldwide revenue and the recording
industry lost $4.3 billion worldwide due to pi-
racy. These are staggering figures—especially
considering there is no way to recover this lost
revenue.

The legislation provides a private cause of
action with a 3-year statute of limitations for
victims to recover damages in federal court. In
addition, if a person violates the anti-counter-
feiting laws a second time within three years,
treble damages will be available.

We must protect and encourage American
originality and innovation. This bill goes a long
way towards doing that.

—

RECOGNIZING THE HISPANIC AS-
SOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES (HACU) NATIONAL
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2002

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, as Chair of the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, | rise today
to recognize the achievements of the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
(HACU) National Internship Program and its
federal and private-sector partners in providing
Hispanic college students with invaluable real
world working experiences that have allowed
these students to make more educated career
choices.

Over the past ten years, the HACU National
Internship Program (HNIP) has introduced
more than 3,800 Hispanic college students to
meaningful paid internships with federal and
corporate partners during the spring, summer
and fall. This has become the largest Hispanic
college internship program in the United
States.

The HACU National Internship Program ex-
poses these students to public and private
sector career opportunities and specifically
helps address the historic under-representa-
tion of Hispanics in the federal work force.
Many former interns are now full-time federal
employees and managers, proving that the
program truly is making a difference.

On July 10, 2002, the HACU National In-
ternship Program will celebrate its 10th Anni-
versary at a “Red, White y Azul—Investing in
the American Dream,” Gala in Washington,
D.C. This gala will showcase the achieve-
ments of former and current interns as part of
a summer-long series of special events mark-
ing this remarkable program’s first 10 years.

The HACU National Internship program
began in 1992 with 24 interns. In 2001 alone,
the program provided paid 10- and 15-week
internships to 632 interns working at 19 fed-
eral agencies and five private corporations in
Washington, D.C., and at locations throughout
the United States. By the end of 2002, the
program likely will set another record in the
numbers of participating interns from through-
out the country.

This competitive program selects top stu-
dents from among HACU’s 318 member and
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partner colleges and universities, which collec-
tively serve more than two-thirds of all His-
panic students in higher education. This pro-
gram provides meaningful work experiences to
these students by matching their skills and ca-
reer goals with the objectives of federal and
corporate partners, enabling these students to
make more informed career choices.

Based on formal program evaluations from
students and supervisors, the HACU National
Internship Program boasts a proven track
record in positively addressing the underrep-
resentation of Hispanics in the federal work
force. Ninety-five percent of students surveyed
in 2001 rated their internship experience in the
federal government as “excellent.” More im-
portantly, 73 percent of the 2001 summer stu-
dents stated that they are interested in pur-
suing a career in federal service. Of those stu-
dents, 82 percent said it was a direct result of
their internship experience.

Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that Hispanics
remain the only under-represented ethnic
group in the federal government. As you
know, Hispanics currently comprise 11.9 per-
cent of the civilian labor force but only 6.7 per-
cent of the permanent federal workforce. Re-
cent reports also estimate that within the next
five years, more that 50 percent of the current
federal work force will become eligible to re-
tire.

As the youngest and now largest ethnic
population, Hispanics already make up one of
every three new workers in the overall work-
force, and by 2050 are projected to make up
one of every two new workers. Thus, the
HACU National Internship Program directly ad-
dresses both the historic under-representation
of Hispanics in the federal labor force and the
need to address the coming shortage of public
service sector employees overall.

In addition, this program fully supports
White House Executive Order 13171, which
requests that federal agencies increase their
outreach to the Latino community and support
programs that help address the continuing
under-representation of Hispanics in federal
workforce ranks. The HACU National Intern-
ship Program is Point Four in the Office of
Personnel Management Nine-Point Hispanic
Employment Initiative as an effective, proven
tool to recruit well-qualified Hispanics into the
federal government.

| salute those who have made the HACU
National Internship Program a success. Their
efforts will continue to open the doors to op-
portunity for new generations of exceptional
students while enhancing the diversity of our
workforce.

————

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE CITI-
ZENS OF OTTAWA COUNTY ON
THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW
PERRY’'S MEMORIAL VISITORS’
CENTER

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2002

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay special tribute to
those dedicated individuals from Ohio’s Fifth
Congressional District who made this new visi-
tors’center at Perry’'s Memorial a reality.

Mr. Speaker, The new visitors center at Per-
ry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial
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