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United States allies to accomplish the
United States and North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization objectives in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia, Serbia and
Montenegro’. I thought the broad
wording of that resolution constituted
a blank check which was unwise. In-
stead, the President should seek spe-
cific congressional authority after
specifying the objectives and the
means for accomplishing those objec-
tives.

There is an understandable reluc-
tance on the part of Members of the
House and Senate to challenge a Presi-
dent, especially a popular President, on
his actions as Commander-in-Chief to
protect U.S. national interests. The
constitutional issues on separation of
powers and the respective authority of
the Congress vis-a-vis the President are
obviously important. Of even greater
importance, however, is the value of a
united front with the President backed
by congressional authorization and
American public opinion on an issue
where most, if not virtually all, of the
international community is in opposi-
tion.

If the Congress sits back and does
nothing and the President is right,
then there is public approval. If the
President turns out to be wrong, then
it is his responsibility without blame
being attached to the Congress. There
is an added element that the President
may, and probably does, know more
than the Congress. Hearings, in closed
session, could address that discrepancy
in knowledge.

The current issue of Iraq is another
chapter, albeit a very important chap-
ter, in the ongoing effort to define con-
gressional and Presidential authority
on the critical constitutional doctrine
of separation of powers. In the present
case, there is ample time for Congress
to deliberate and decide. With the
stakes so high, Congress should assert
its constitutional authority to make
this critical decision.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED &
PROPOSED

SA 4307. Mr. NELSON of Florida submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 812, to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide
greater access to affordable pharma-
ceuticals; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 4308. Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. JEFFORDS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 812, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 4309. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
MILLER, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. CORZINE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 812, supra.

SA 4310. Mr. HATCH (for Mr. GRASSLEY (for
himself, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. HATCH, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. HUTCHINSON, and Mr. DOMENICI))
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 812,
supra.

SA 4311. Mr. REID (for Mr. WYDEN (for
himself and Mr. ALLEN)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 2037, to mobilize tech-
nology and science experts to respond quick-
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ly to the threats posed by terrorist attacks
and other emergencies, by providing for the
establishment of a national emergency tech-
nology guard, a technology reliability advi-
sory board, and a center for evaluating
antiterrorism and disaster response tech-
nology within the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4304. Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire (for himself, Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. SANTORUM)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 812, to
amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to provide greater access
to affordable pharmaceuticals; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . MEDICARE PAYMENT FOR OUTPATIENT

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS UNDER THE
RX OPTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XVIII of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) is
amended by redesignating part D as part E
and by inserting after part C the following
new part:

“PART E—VOLUNTARY MEDICARE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

‘““MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN

“SEC. 1860AA. (a) IN GENERAL.—Each Medi-
care Prescription Drug Plan eligible indi-
vidual may elect coverage (beginning on
January 1, 2003) under this part in lieu of any
other prescription drug coverage program
under this title by enrolling in the Rx Option
in order to receive coverage for outpatient
prescription drugs as described in section
1860BB and to pay a combined deductible
under section 1860CC.

“(b) MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN
ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this part,
the term ‘Medicare Prescription Drug Plan
eligible individual’ means an individual who
is—

‘(1) eligible for benefits under part A and
enrolled under part B;

‘“(2) not enrolled in a Medicare+Choice
plan under part C; and

““(3) not eligible for medical assistance for
outpatient prescription drugs under title
XIX.

“‘RX OPTION

‘“SEC. 1860BB. (a) ENROLLMENT IN THE RX
OPTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall establish a
process for the enrollment of Medicare Pre-
scription Drug Plan eligible individuals
under the Rx Option that is based upon the
process for enrollment in Medicare+Choice
plans under part C of this title.

““(2) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘“(A) 2-YEAR OBLIGATION.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (B), a Medicare Pre-
scription Drug Plan eligible individual who
elects the Rx Option shall be subject to the
provisions of this part for a minimum period
of 2 years, beginning with the first full
month during which the individual is eligible
for benefits under the Rx Option.

“(B) FREE LOOK PERIOD.—An individual
who elects the Rx Option may disenroll from
such Option no later than the last day of the
first full month following the month in
which such election was made.

‘(3) ENROLLMENT IN MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENTAL POLICIES.—An individual enrolled in
the Rx Option may be enrolled only in a
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medicare supplemental policy subject to the
special rules described in section 1882(v).

““(b) OUTPATIENT PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENE-
FITS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in 2002, under
the Rx Option, after the enrollee has met the
combined deductible under section 1860C, the
Secretary shall provide a benefit for out-
patient prescription drugs through private
entities under section 1860D equal to 50 per-
cent of the lesser of—

‘““(A) the cost of outpatient prescription
drugs for such year; or

“(B) $5000.

¢(2) COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT.—In the
case of any calendar year beginning after
2002, the dollar amount in paragraph (1)(B)
shall be increased by an amount equal to—

‘“(A) such dollar amount; multiplied by

‘“(B) the percentage (if any) by which—

‘(i) the prescription drug component of the
Consumer Price Index for all urban con-
sumers (all items city average) for the 12-
month period ending with August of the pre-
ceding year; exceeds

‘“(ii) such prescription drug component of
the Consumer Price Index for the 12-month
period ending with August 2001.

‘(3) ROUNDING.—If any increase determined
under paragraph (2) is not a multiple of $1,
such increase shall be rounded to the nearest
multiple of $1.

‘‘COMBINED DEDUCTIBLE

‘“SEC. 1860CC. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwith-
standing any provision of this title and be-
ginning in 2002, a beneficiary electing the Rx
Option shall be subject to a combined de-
ductible that shall apply in lieu of the
deductibles applied under sections 1813(a)(1)
and 1833(b).

“(b) AMOUNT.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), the combined deductible is equal
to $675.

¢(2) COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT.—In the
case of any calendar year after 2002, the dol-
lar amount in paragraph (1) shall be in-
creased by an amount equal to—

‘‘(A) such dollar amount; multiplied by

‘(B) the percentage (if any) by which—

‘(i) the medical component of the Con-
sumer Price Index for all urban consumers
(all items city average) for the 12-month pe-
riod ending with August of the preceding
year; exceeds

‘“(ii) such medical component of the Con-
sumer Price Index for the 12-month period
ending with August 2001.

‘(3) ROUNDING.—If any increase determined
under paragraph (2) is not a multiple of $1,
such increase shall be rounded to the nearest
multiple of $1.

‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—In applying the com-
bined deductible described in subsection (a)
such deductible shall apply to each expense
incurred on a calendar year basis for each
item or service covered under this title, and
each expense paid on a calendar year basis
for such an item or service shall be credited
against such deductible.

“PARTNERSHIPS WITH PRIVATE ENTITIES TO

OFFER THE RX OPTION

‘“SEC. 1860DD. (a) PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tract with private entities for the provision
of outpatient prescription drug benefits
under the Rx Option.

‘‘(2) PRIVATE ENTITIES.—The private enti-
ties described in paragraph (1) shall include
insurers (including issuers of medicare sup-
plemental policies under section 1882), phar-
maceutical benefit managers, chain phar-
macies, groups of independent pharmacies,
and other private entities that the Secretary
determines are appropriate.

‘“(3) AREAS.—The Secretary may award a
contract to a private entity under this sec-
tion on a local, regional, or national basis.
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