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the subcontinent and no Sikh representative
has signed the Indian constitution.

India claims that these freedom movements
have little or no support. Well, if that is true,
and if India is ‘‘the world’s largest democracy,’’
as it claims, then why would it not hold a pleb-
iscite on the status of Kashmir, of Nagaland,
of Khalistan? Wouldn’t that be the democratic
way to resolve these issues without a violent
solution?

Until that day comes, Mr. Speaker, we
should support self-determination. We should
declare our support for a plebiscite in
Khalistan, in Kashmir, in Nagaland, and wher-
ever they are seeking freedom. We should
stop aid to India until all people in the sub-
continent live in freedom and peace. These
measures will help bring the glow of freedom
to everyone in that troubled, dangerous re-
gion.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Wall
Street Journal article into the RECORD at this
time.
[From the Wall Street Journal, June 4, 2002]

INDIA’S KASHMIR AMBITIONS

Western worry over Kashmir has focused
on Pakistan’s willingness to control terror-
ists slipping over the border with India, and
rightly so. But that shouldn’t allow U.S. pol-
icy to overlook India’s equal obligation to
prevent a full-scale wear from breaking out
in Southwest Asia.

That obligation has come into focus with
today’s Asian security conference in
Kazakstan. Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan will both be on hand,
and everyone has been urging a bilateral
meeting on the sidelines. But so far Mr.
Vajpayee has ruled out any dialogue until
Pakistan presents evidence that it is acting
against the Kashmiri terrorist groups cross-
ing the U.N. line of control to attack Indian
targets.

This is shortsighted, not least for India,
because it allows Mr. Musharraf to take the
moral high ground by offering to talk ‘‘any-
where and at any level.’’ On Saturday the
Pakistani leader also went on CNN to offer
an implied assurance that he wouldn’t resort
to nuclear weapons, as something no sane in-
dividual would do. This went some way to-
ward matching India’s no-first-use policy
and could be considered a confidence-build-
ing measure, however hard it would be for
any leader to stick to such a pledge were na-
tional survival at stake.

India’s refusal even to talk also raises
questions about just what that regional pow-
erhouse hopes to achieve out of this Kashmir
crisis. If it really wants terrorists to be
stopped, some cooperation with Pakistan
would seem to be in order. We hope India
isn’t looking for a pretext to intervene mili-
tarily, on grounds that it knows that it
would win (as it surely would) and that this
would prevent the emergence of a moderate
and modernizing Pakistan.

This question is on the mind of U.S. lead-
ers who ask Indian officials what they think
a war would accomplish, only to get no clear
answer. India is by far the dominant power
in Southwest Asia, and it likes it that way.
Some in India may fear Mr. Musharraf less
because he has tolerated terrorists than be-
cause he has made a strategic choice to ally
his country with the U.S. If he succeeds,
Pakistan could become stronger as a re-
gional competitor and a model for India’s
own Muslim population of 150 million.

The danger here is that if India uses Kash-
mir to humiliate Pakistan, Mr. Musharraf
probably wouldn’t survive, whether or not
fighting escalates into full-scale war. That

wouldn’t do much to control terrorism, ei-
ther in India or anywhere else. It would also
send a terrible signal to Middle eastern lead-
ers about what happens when you join up
with America. All of this is above and be-
yond the immediate damage to the cause of
rounding up Al Qaeda on the Afghan-Pak
border, or of restoring security inside Af-
ghanistan.

No one doubts that Mr. Musharraf has to
be pressed to control Kashmiri militants, as
President Bush has done with increasing
vigor. The Pakistani ruler was the architect
of an incursion into Indian-controlled Kash-
mir at Kargil two years ago, and his military
has sometimes provided mortar fire to cover
people crossing the line of control.

But at least in the past couple of weeks
that seems to have changed, as Pakistani se-
curity forces have begun restraining mili-
tants and breaking their communications
links with terrorists already behind Indian
lines. In any case, the line of control is so
long and wild that no government can stop
all incursions. More broadly, Mr. Musharraf
has already taken more steps to reform Pak-
istani society than any recent government.
U.S. officials say he has taken notable steps
to clean up his intelligence service and that
he has even begun to reform the madrassa
schools that are the source of so much Is-
lamic radicalism. (The problem is that Saudi
Arabia hasn’t stopped funding them.)

The Pakistani leader has done all this at
considerable personal and strategic risk, and
it is in the U.S. and (we would argue) Indian
interests that the process continue and suc-
ceed. He deserves time to show he is not an-
other Yasser Arafat, who has a 30-year
record of duplicity.

As it works to defuse the Kashmir crisis,
the U.S. has to press Mr. Musharraf to stop
as many terror incursions into India as pos-
sible. But it also must work to dissuade In-
dian from using Kashmir as an excuse to hu-
miliate Pakistan, a vital U.S. ally. The U.S.
has a long-term interest in good relations
with India, a sister democracy and Asian
counterweight to China. But self-restraint
over Kashmir is a test of how much India
really wants that kind of U.S. relationship.

f

A SIXTH DISTRICT BOY SCOUT
TEACHES NEW RESPECT FOR
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Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, with the recent
court decision concerning the Pledge of Alle-
giance, more attention than ever has been
brought to the American flag. I want my col-
leagues to be aware of a recent action by a
Boy Scout in my congressional district who
took it upon himself to come up with a new
way to honor our beloved symbol of freedom.
He is to be commended for his thoughtful pa-
triotism.

Ryan White, a member of Boy Scout Troop
20 in High Point, North Carolina, was looking
for an appropriate project to achieve the rank
of Eagle Scout. After doing some research,
Ryan discovered that the federal flag code
does not detail any particular way to dispose
of a flag that is no longer fit to display. (Our
office had sent Ryan a Congressional Re-
search Service report on flag law.) So, Ryan
decided to organize a large, public flag dis-
posal ceremony. His idea was so well de-

signed and thoughtful, I want everyone in
Washington and around the nation to be
aware of his concept.

This past May, the city of Thomasville con-
ducted a Memorial Day Freedom Celebration
at Cushwa Stadium. Ryan White was invited
to be a part of this patriotic program. His cere-
mony was so well received that day, the hope
is that Ryan’s idea will spread throughout the
country. His program was formulated to show
proper respect for our flag and to stir the patri-
otic spirit of everyone who witnessed the cere-
mony.

I will paraphrase the words of Ryan White’s
program to explain the ceremony he devel-
oped to retire a worn-out flag. First, the audi-
ence will stand and sing God Bless America
as the flag is being lowered. Next, a des-
ignated Color Guard properly folds the flag to
be retired and it is carried to a special kettle
for burning. The song Taps is played as the
flag is burned. Finally, as the new flag is
raised, the participants remove their hats, or
salute if in uniform, and join in the signing of
the Star Spangled Banner.

Ryan discovered in his research that the
flag code is somewhat vague about how a
worn-out flag should be retired. It states: ‘‘The
flag, when it is in such condition that it is no
longer a fitting emblem for display, should be
destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by
burning.’’ Ryan took this information and de-
veloped a ceremony that is dignified and patri-
otic. He has set a standard that can be used
for years to come.

On behalf of the citizens of the Sixth District
of North Carolina, we congratulate Ryan White
of Boy Scout Troop 20 in High Point, North
Carolina, for his outstanding Eagle Scout
project. No matter what any court may rule,
Ryan White has demonstrated that we can
honor the flag in a patriotic and dignified way.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before
this body of Congress today to honor a dedi-
cated nurse and mother of two from Denver,
Colorado. Lori A. Nimmerfroh was an excep-
tional woman who exhibited unrelenting pas-
sion and spirit throughout her life. She passed
away only in March, far too early, at the age
of 38. She will be remembered as a remark-
able woman whose memory will be celebrated
forever by her family, friends, and patients.

Lori Nimmerfroh graduated from Grand
Junction High School and continued her high-
er education at Pacific Lutheran University in
Tacoma, Washington. She later received her
nursing degree from the University of Northern
Colorado and began working for Mercy Med-
ical Center in Denver. In 1997, she attained
the position of clinical nurse coordinator for
Rose Medical Center, and was promoted to
nurse manager of the medical intensive care
units in the surgical ward in 1999. Her col-
leagues honored her in 2000 when she was
awarded the Rose Leader of the Year Award
and was nominated for the Nightingale Award
in 2002. Lori also had as enormous impact on
her family, her parents Diane and Dick
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