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Georgia for the past 38 years. Throughout
those years, his operation has grown to over
2,000 acres and includes several different
crops, such as cotton, peanuts, corn, water-
melons, and cantaloupes.

Armond’s service and contribution to the ag-
riculture community go well beyond the fields
and dirt roads of South Georgia. Armond is
the current chairman of the Georgia Peanut
Commission, which represents over 7,000
peanut farmers in Georgia. Conducting pro-
grams that deal with the research and pro-
motion of Georgia peanuts. Armond is also a
board member of the American Peanut Coun-
cil, which is responsible for peanut farmers
across the country. Armond is not alone with
his service to the agriculture community. He
and his wife, Brenda, manage Morris Agricul-
tural Services. Morris Agricultural Services is a
USDA-approved peanut buying point and it
also provides South Georgia farmers with
chemicals and fertilizer.

Armond will join seven other state winners
at the Sunbelt Agricultural Expo, which is held
in my hometown of Moultrie, Georgia, in Octo-
ber. Armond and the other state winners will
be recognized at the Expo, and one of them
will be named the Lancaster Sunbelt Expo
Southeastern Farmer of the Year.

Agriculture is very important to South Geor-
gia and Armond represents the type of farmer
the agriculture community needs in the future.
He has helped out his fellow farmers and his
community throughout his 38 years of farming,
and | know that this help will continue.

Mr. Speaker, | hope you will join me in rec-
ognizing and congratulating Armond Morris on
his outstanding achievements and service to
our nation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5215, THE
“CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
PROTECTION AND STATISTICAL
EFFICIENCY ACT OF 2002

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to in-
troduce on behalf of myself, Mr. SAWYER and
Mrs. MALONEY, the proposed “Confidential In-
formation Protection and Statistical Efficiency
Act of 2002.”

This bill would implement a pledge made by
the President in his Management Agenda to
improve Federal statistical programs. The bill,
which the Administration drafted and supports,
builds upon legislation that | introduced in the
106th Congress. That bil, H.R. 2885, the
“Statistical Efficiency Act of 1999,” received
strong bipartisan support and was approved
by the full House. Similar to that bill, H.R.
5215, it has two primary objectives. One is to
enable the Federal Government's three prin-
cipal statistical agencies—the Bureau of the
Census, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and
the Bureau of Economic Analysis—to share
the business data they collect. This shared in-
formation would substantially enhance the ac-
curacy of economic statistics by resolving seri-
ous data inconsistencies that now exist. It
would also reduce reporting burdens on the
businesses that supply those data.

The second and equally important objective
of this bill is to ensure that the confidential
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data that citizens and businesses provide to
Federal agencies for statistical purposes are
subject to uniform and rigorous protections
against unauthorized use. Accurate statistical
data are essential to informed public and pri-
vate decision-making in a host of important
areas. This data make vital contributions to
understanding the Nation’s economy and its
many facets, such as the impact of technology
on productivity growth. The Nation’s core eco-
nomic indicators—the Gross Domestic Product
and other key statistical aggregates—form the
cornerstone of Federal budgetary and mone-
tary policy.

Yet, growing data anomalies and inconsist-
encies raise questions about the accuracy of
our economic statistics. For example, the
Gross Domestic Product has recently experi-
enced a historically high measurement error
by about $200 billion. Such serious data in-
consistencies affect the Census Bureau and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and call into
question the accuracy with which these agen-
cies track industry output, employment and
productivity trends. For example, during the
last economic census in 1997, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics reported payroll data in the in-
formation technology sector that were 13 per-
cent higher than the data reported by the Cen-
sus Bureau. There was a 14 percent disparity
in the payroll data reported by these two
agencies for the motor freight, transportation
and warehousing industries.

This bill would remove the statutory barriers
that now prevent the Census Bureau, the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics and the Bureau of
Economic Analysis from sharing and com-
paring statistical data. According to the Admin-
istration, this would largely eliminate the
anomalies that now exist in Federal statistics
data and thereby greatly enhance their quality.

The bill would also eliminate much of the
duplicative data collection that now occurs.
Multiple agencies have a critical need for the
same information but are prohibited from shar-
ing it. Allowing these agencies to share this in-
formation will ease reporting burdens on busi-
nesses.

Let me emphasize several important fea-
tures of the data-sharing provisions of the bill.
First, the data-sharing provisions apply only to
the three agencies | have mentioned—the
Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and the Bureau of Economic Analysis. The
data-sharing provisions would not extend to
other Federal agencies. Second, the bill's pro-
visions apply only to the sharing of business
data. They do not extend to household and
demographic data that individual citizens pro-
vide to the Federal Government.

Third, the enhanced data-sharing can be
used only for statistical purposes. Fourth, the
data-sharing will be closely controlled under
written agreements that specify: which data is
to be shared; the statistical purposes for which
the data can be used; the individuals who are
authorized to receive the data; and appro-
priate security safeguards.

As | mentioned earlier, the other part of the
bill would enhance the protection of data that
businesses and citizens provide to the Federal
Government on a confidential basis. In con-
trast to the bill's narrow data-sharing authori-
ties, its confidentiality protections are very
broad. They apply to all Federal agencies that
collect data for statistical purposes from busi-
nesses or individuals under a pledge of con-
fidentiality.
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The bill provides a clear and consistent
standard for the use of confidential statistical
information. Specifically, it prohibits the Fed-
eral Government from using such information
for any non-statistical purpose. The bill defines
a prohibited non-statistical purpose as includ-
ing the use of data in individually identifiable
form for any administrative, regulatory, law en-
forcement, adjudicative or other purpose that
affects the rights, privileges or benefits of the
person or organization supplying the informa-
tion.

The bill would also prohibit the disclosure of
such information under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. This bill would provide appropriate
safeguards to ensure that data supplied under
a pledge of confidentiality are used only for
statistical purposes. It imposes criminal pen-
alties on Federal employees or agents who
willfully disclose information In violation of the
bill's requirements.

The bill, thus, provides one uniform set of
confidentiality protections to supplant the ad
hoc statutory protections that now exist. It also
establishes statutory protections in some
areas where no such protections currently
exist.

The bil's enhanced confidentiality protec-
tions will improve the quality of Federal statis-
tics by encouraging greater cooperation on the
part of respondents. Even more important,
these protections ensure that the Federal Gov-
ernment does not abuse the trust of those
who provide data to it under a pledge of con-
fidentiality.

Mr. Speaker, the Confidential Information
Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of
2002 makes important, common sense and
long overdue improvements in our Nation's
statistical programs. It is a bipartisan, good
Government measure that has the Administra-
tion’s strong support. | urge my colleagues to
join with us to achieve prompt enactment of
the bill.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J.
REARDON

HON. ROGER F. WICKER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant and
a leader in the field of higher education in the
state of Mississippi. On August 15, 2002, Uni-
versity of Mississippi Dean of Students Dr.
Thomas J. (Sparky) Reardon will celebrate 25
years of faithful service to the state of Mis-
sissippi and to his alma mater.

Dr. Reardon began his career in university
administration as coordinator of pre-admis-
sions and was later promoted to the post of
associate director of student services. He as-
sumed the job of dean of students in 2001. Dr.
Reardon has been a tremendous influence on
the lives of two generations of students during
his distinguished career at Ole Miss. His lead-
ership and experience have been assets dur-
ing the tenure of three chancellors and count-
less faculty and staff members over the past
quarter century.

He is a well-established professional in the
field of Greek life on campus. He was recog-
nized nationally in 1987 with the Association
of Fraternity Advisors’ Distinguished Service
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Award and received that organization’s pres-
tigious Robert H. Schaffer Award in 1998. Dr.
Reardon has been honored with citations from
individual international fraternities such as
Kappa Alpha Order, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, and
Phi Gamma Delta, as well as from other col-
leges and universities throughout the country.

Dr. Reardon has also continued to be ac-
tively involved in the affairs of his own frater-
nity, Phi Delta Theta. His contributions and
wise counsel as a devoted alumnus have
earned the respect and admiration of these
young men over the years.

A native of Clarksdale, Mississippi, Dr.
Reardon is also a devoted member and leader
at St. John’s Catholic Church in Oxford.

| have known Sparky Reardon for more than
33 years. He is the personification of the ex-
cellence, achievements, and traditions that are
the University of Mississippi. He has been a
friend and mentor to thousands of students
and colleagues during his remarkable career.
| am proud to call him my friend and honored
to join this tribute to his 25 years of service to
Ole Miss and the state of Mississippi.

———

SIMPLIFY THE HOME OFFICE DE-
DUCTION HOME OFFICE TAX SIM-
PLIFICATION ACT

HON. MAC COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
Joined by my colleague the Majority Whip of
the House, to introduce the Home Office Sim-
plification Act. This legislation will provide
much-need simplification for home-based
small business owners which will total 11 mil-
lion this year.

Today's tax code allows an individual who
operates a small business in their home to de-
duct certain expenses associated with running
that home-based business. But not surpris-
ingly, this provision of the tax code is incred-
ibly complex. Since the vast majority of home
business operators cannot afford an account-
ant or tax attorney to decipher all the require-
ments and avoid potential tax traps, they sim-
ply decline to file for the deductions that they
are actually eligible for.

STANDARD DEDUCTION

First, the legislation creates a standard de-
duction of $2500. Taxpayers who meet eligi-
bility requirements could avoid the administra-
tive and calculations nightmare required by
itemizing by simply claiming a standard deduc-
tion. The $2500 benefit is the equivalent of the
average tax home office benefits claimed by
those who filed in recent tax years. This
amount would be indexed to annual inflation.

REPEAL OF DEPRECIATION RECAPTURE PROVISIONS

This legislation also addresses one of the
key deterrents that prevent small business
owners from claiming the tax benefits for a
home-based business—depreciation recapture
provisions. Under changes to the law made in
1997, a home-based business owner, like any
other business, can depreciate or “write off”
over time, capital asset investments they
make in their business. However, if at some
point they sell the home, then that deprecia-
tion must be “recaptured.” The effect of that
requirement is that homeowners do not get
the full benefit of the capital gains tax exclu-
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sion which exempts S250,000 ($500,000 for
married) on the gain on the sale of a primary
residence. The recapture provision put in
place in 1997, should be repealed.

This legislation is an important step in the
right direction—addressing the need to sim-
plify the tax code for a growing sector of small
businesses, the leading Job creators in our
economy. The Home Office Simplification Act
is a beginning effort to make the tax code
more user-friendly for those entrepreneurs cre-
ating opportunities for themselves and then-
families at home.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 12th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilites Act (ADA). As a co-
sponsor of this monumental legislation in
1990, | know how significant this legislation is
to people with disabilities in my district and
throughout the United States.

Before the ADA was enacted in 1990, most
people with disabilities were shut out of main-
stream American life because of the arbitrary,
unjust, and outmoded societal attitudes and
practices. When President Bush signed the
ADA, the world's first comprehensive civil
rights law for people with disabilities, into law
in front of 3000 people on the White House
lawn on July 26, 1990, the event represented
an historical benchmark and a milestone in
America’s commitment to full and equal oppor-
tunity for all of its citizens. The emphatic direc-
tive presented in the legislation is that 43 mil-
lion Americans with disabilities are full-fledged
citizens and as such are entitled to legal pro-
tections that ensure them equal opportunity
and access to the mainstream of American
life.

The ADA recognizes that the surest way to
America’s continued vitality and strength is
through the contributions of all its citizens. The
achievements and accomplishments of individ-
uals with disabilities are a milestone for this
country as a whole and it is important to sup-
port the goals and ideas of the ADA. Mr.
Speaker, | know my colleagues join me in
honoring the 12th anniversary of the ADA and
in strong support for strong protections of the
rights of those with disabilities.

CONDEMNING ANTI-SEMITISM

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
demn the terrible acts of anti-Semitism that
have taken place in the last year in the United
States and abroad. We cannot stand by in si-
lence and fail to speak out against violence
and intimidation.

Recently, Congress passed H. Res. 393, a
measure | was proud to cosponsor and sup-
port. H. Res. 393 decries the rising tide of
anti-Semitism in Europe and cites an alarming
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list of examples that stretch across the con-
tinent. Synagogues have been attacked; Jew-
ish cemeteries have been defaced; Jewish
students have been assaulted.

This resolution condemns anti-Semitism in
Europe, as we should. We must also condemn
it closer to home.

In my own district, in Oakland, California,
federal agents are investigating suspicious
fires at Beth Jacob Congregation. These acts
of arson scarred a century-old building, but did
not dim the spirit of this synagogue. Nor did
they diminish the bonds of community: instead
these acts of violence inspired gestures of
friendship and support. Students at the Zion
Lutheran School donated toys to replace play-
things lost in the fires. These children have a
lot to teach us about the power of friendship.

Sadly, we have much to learn. In addition to
the fires at Beth Jacob, there have been other
disturbing cases of intimidation and hatred
against Jews.

In the Bay Area, on college campuses
where traditions of tolerance and freedom of
expression run deep, Jewish student centers
have been vandalized. In the birthplace of the
Free Speech movement, people have been
harassed on the basis of their beliefs.

Diversity is one of our great strengths. Tol-
erance is one of our finest virtues. Hatred
must not cloud these fundamental principles.
We must strive to plant the seeds of peace
and renew our commitment to these basic
freedoms.

Burning a house of worship, a synagogue,
is an act of terror. It is designed to instill fear
and inspire hatred. And, yes, we must con-
demn such acts in Europe. And in California.

Violence and intimidation are utterly wrong.
We must all condemn anti-Semitism, in all its
forms.

Such acts are hate crimes. Just as | sup-
ported H. Res. 393, | strongly support other
legislation to recognize hate crimes and to ex-
press the sense of Congress condemning vio-
lence and prejudice.

———

STATEMENT UPON INTRODUCTION
OF THE WEB—BASED ENROLL-
MENT ACT OF 2002

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
announce the introduction of a piece of legis-
lation that will provide an e-govemment solu-
tion to the complicated process of signing kids
up for health insurance, the SCHIP Web-
Based Enrollment Act of 2002. This bill pro-
vides a simple, targeted method for expanding
access to children’s health care by giving
states the flexibility they need to implement
web-based enroliment programs for SCHIP.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 estab-
lished the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP), a program that allows
states to cover uninsured children in families
with incomes that are above Medicaid eligi-
bility levels. Like Medicaid, SCHIP is a federal-
state matching program, but spending has fall-
en well below allotment levels for a variety of
reasons. One of the most striking reasons is
that states have had difficulty enrolling enough
children to meet the allotment standards. En-
rollment in SCHIP has involved lots of red-
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